


OpPEHOT Ha APBOTO HA XMBOTOT € MOYETOKOT Ha aBTOPCKOTO [0
M MMa Hajronema BaXXHOCT buaejku 6e3 Hero He 61 HU NocToena
BEYHOCTA. A MpeKy APBOTO Ha XMBOTOT NOCTOM U BECKOHEYHOCTa
1 MBOTOT WTO HMKOrall He NPecTaHyBa W No CUTE HAC KoM

Joarame 4 CM OAMME Ha BAKOB MM OHAKOB HaYuH o 0BOj cBeT. KopeH

TEWKO Ce CO3/1aBa, HO JIECHO Ce YHMITYBA. 3aToa Tpeba aa ce Herysa,

a He Aa ce oTKopHyBa. 0BOj KOpPeH e 3aKaTaHyeH 1 HUKoral He Tpeba

Ja ce oTBOpa. HeroeoTo oTBOpatbe, 3HaYM U HErOBO OTKOPHYBate. Toj e

CMECTeH TOYHO Ha MeCTOTO Kaje WTo v Tpeba fa ce U3[UrHe ApBoTO Ha

XUBOTOT LITO FO APXM 06jeKTOT WTO TyKa Tpeba Aa nocTou BeYHo. A 0BOj

006jeKT MOXe Aa 6uae BeyeH CaMo aKo He Ce YHULITU HErOBUOT KOPEH U

3aToa He ro OTBOPAjTe, He ro OTyryBajTe.

he root of the tree of life is the beginning of the author’s work
and it has the greatest importance because without it eternity
would not exist. The tree of life makes the existence of infinity
possible, the existence of life which never ends, even after all
of us who come to this world and leave it in one way or another. A
root is difficult to be created, but it is easily destroyed. Therefore,
it needs to be cared for and not to be hollowed out. This root is
padlocked and it should not be opened. Its opening would at the same
time mean its hollowing out. It is placed exactly on the same spot
where the tree of life is to erect and it sustains the object that should
remain here forever. This object can only be here forever if its root is
not destroyed, so do not open it and do not alienate it.
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PBOTO Ha XWBOTOT € APBOTO KOE CO CUTE CBOM CUAM he tree of life is the tree that sustains the object with
Ha/BOPELIHO 1 BHATPELIHO ro ApXu 06jekToT. o all its strength, on the inside and on the outside. It
NoTAMpPa MaKCUMaHO, BO CUTE eN0BU, U HEMA Jia supports it supremely, in all its parts, and it will never
[03BOJIM HUKO] ia o yHUWTHK. M KaKo WwTo ApBOTO allow anyone to destroy it. As the tree represents life,
so does the object inside of it; it is alive and it will remain

€ XMBOT, Taka U CaMuUoT 06jeKT BO HEro € XMB U Ke XuBee BO
[yXOT Ha TBOPELIOT KOj CO Lienata ceoja eHeprija ro Hanpasm living in the soul of the creator who has used all his energy
HEBO3MOXHOTO - BO3MOXHO. to make possible what was thought to be impossible.







rpagarta Ha niudToT ja NoKaxysa

rofMHaTa Ha 3anoyYHyBaEeTO

Y 3aBpLLYBarETO Ha 0GjEKTOT.

Llenn net ropuHu u net meceuu,
neTHaeceT paboTHULM CEKOjLHEBHO
co meHe u co locnog bor Ha nomouy,
HenpecTaHo pa6oTea HanopHo. He
3Haeja WTo Ke paboTtaT HU HapegHUOT
4ac HWUTU nak HapegHuoT geH. Cekoj aeH
yyea HewTo HoBo. Cekoj Yac noMuHaT
Ha paboTa, Gellue 3a HUB y4Yere HOB
3aHaer, WTO ro yyea Ha CaMoTO MeCTo
O CBOjOT yYuUTEN - TBOPELOT Ha [1eJ10TO
KOj U CaMMOT He 3Hae KaKo CETO 0Ba ro
Co3/aBa.

he board fence of the elevator

displays the year of the outset and of

the completion of the object. Fifteen

workers, accompanied by me and by
God’s help, have been working on it hard,
day and night, for five whole years and
five months. They did not know what they
were going to do in the next hour, not to
mention the next day. Each day they would
learn something new. Each hour they spent
working, was learning a new craft for them,
the craft that they were being taught on
the spot by their tutor - the creator of the
work, who did not even know how he was
creating it himself.






0 rpajara Ha MOTOPOT Ha IMTOT NOKaXYBa AEKa he board fence of the elevator’s engine shows that

BO ceKoj fien, notpe6eH 3a 06jeKTOT, € BHeceHa in each part which constitutes the object there is an
eHepruja 3a aa 6upe TBOp6aTa OpUrMHaNHa BO CBOjaTa amount of energy put in, which makes the creation
OPUIMHANHOCT. original in its originality.







amenata Ha IMGTOT e COCTaBeHA OA LWECHAECET CON3M
¥ M cMMG0NM3MPaaT WecHaeceTTe 3paliu 0y COHLETO
MaKe[OHCKO. 3aBUTKaHW BO APBOTO Ha BEYHOCTA, OCYM
3paluy of efjHaTa U OCyM Of ApyraTa CTpaHa, ja rpeene,

ja rpeart u Ke ja rpeat cekorauw v 3acekoralw MakegoHuja.

Hu3 camuTe 3pauu NpofoKyBaaT npaeu TMHUN KOU ro

npeTcTaByBaaT 3HameTo Ha MakegoHuja.

Opn Apyrata cTpaHa MMa efiHa eKCniao3nja Hag KopeHor,

03HayeHa co xonTa 60ja koja ru dpna u 3paumuTe Ha

COHLETO W 3pauuTe Ha 3HameTo. 0f OrHoT, )onTata 60ja,

1o beckoHewHoCTa, cuHaTa 60ja, CO MaKeLOHCKOTO 3HaMe U

he elevator’s supporting U-shaped shaft consists of
sixteen teardrops that symbolize the sixteen beams
of the Macedonian sun. Enfolded within the tree of
eternity, eight beams on one side and eight beams on
the other side have always warmed, still do and will always
continue warming Macedonia. Emerging out of the beams,
there are straight lines that represent the Macedonian flag.
On the other side there is an explosion above the root,
colored in yellow, which throws away both the beams of the
sun and the beams of the flag. From the fire, the yellow color,
to infinity, the color of blue, with the Macedonian flag and
the Macedonian sun - may Macedonia be everlasting as well.
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fle3HaTa nopra Ha IMATOT ro HOCK HATNUCOT:

"0B0j 06jEKT € eKCTepuepHO U UHTEPUEPHO

npaBeH 6e3 NpoeKT, LpTex 1 Kakea 6uno ckuua.

3a oBaa MHCMMpaLMja HanWwWas KHUra nog, Hacnos
"BeckoHe4yHoCT” BO Koja fieTanHo e objacHera.

HatnucoT e n3paboTeH Ha LEMEHTHA NioYa BO CaMUOT

NOYETOK Ha rPajierbeTo Ha 06jeKTOT U ro yekale Kpajot
33 fa 6uae 3akayeH. TeKCTOT Ha HAaTNMUCOT NOTBPAYBA
JeKa HeKOj ofjHanpes Tpruan no ceojata uen u 6es aa ce
nokone6a, U3gpxan fo Kpaj LOCTOjHO Aa ro OA4PXKU CBOjOT
360p ¥ fia ro 0CTBApU CBOETO XMBOTHO fAeno. Toa Aeno ro
HanpaBuB CO Lies CUTe A ro rNefaaT W Aa YKUBaaT BO HEro,
HO W i@ NOKaXKyBa fieKa U [pyru WTO MOXaT MHOry noBeke Aa
Hanpasart Tpeba Aa ocTaBaT HelwTo 3af cebecu. Taka Ke pagar
Gener Ha CBOETO NOCTOEHE U FONEMUHA, a Ke ce ropgeart
reHepaLunTe HuB.

he entrance of the elevator has the inscription:
“This object has been created, both externally and
internally, without a project, a sketch or any other
kind of draft. For this inspiration I have written
a book under the title of “Infinity”, where everything is
explained in detail.

The inscription had been made on a monolithic board
from the beginning of the object’s construction and it
waited for its completion to be placed there. The text of the
inscription confirms that somebody had headed for his goal
and, without hesitancy, endured to the end in order to keep
his word and to fulfil his work of life. I have created this
work so that everybody could watch it and enjoy it, but also
to indicate that all the others who can make much more
should leave something behind them as well. Thus they
would leave a mark of their existence and their greatness,
and they would make the successive generations proud.
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pyHaTta e cuM60J1 CO KOjawwTo e KpyHUCcaH 0BOj 06jeKT 3a
pa 6uge eveH. MocTaBeHa e TOYHO Haf NpaBociaBHaTa
Kynona. AnekcaHaap MakefoHCKM e Ha neBaTa CTpaHa, jaga
Ha cBojoT bykecan, orpeaH oA 3pauuTe Ha CBOETO COHLE.
Crapuor 3aBet e cMM60/I0T KOJLITO rO CPETHAB HA MaKeAoHCKaTa
LpKoBHa nopta oA LIVIB Bek u Tpeba Aa npuKaxe HEWTo MHOry
cTapo 1 MuHato. Cenak, HEroBOTO 3Hauetbe ro JO3HaB NPej CaMoTo
3aBpluyBatbe Ha 06jekToT. (Bua. o6jacHyBare Ha ciuka 6poj 33)
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he crown is the symbol that crowns this object to be
eternal. It is placed exactly above the orthodox cupola.
Alexander the Great is on the left side, riding his Buchefal,
sunlit by the beams of his sun. The Old Testament is the
symbol I saw once on a Macedonian church door from the 14th
century and it represents something past and very old. However, I
found out its meaning right before the completion of the object.
(See explanation for picture number 33)
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nefaH o 0Boj aroji, 06jeKTOT NpUKaxyBa “Bp3yBarse” Co
cTaparta apxuTekTypa. bankoHuTe npetcraByBaaT NpoAoOSIKYBae
Ha apxuTeKTypaTa Ha KMHOTO “KynTypa” wTo notcetyBa Ha
apxuTekTypaTta Ha cTapo Ckonje npep, 3emjoTpecort. Tpute cBopa
ce NpUCYTHM BefHaL [o kuHoto “"Kyntypa” u fecHo o 0Boj aron Bo
UCTUOT pUHT. Taka € MaKCMMasHO OArOBOPEHO Ha MPaLUaeTO Kako
ce Bp3yBame co rpagoT. Cé Apyro WTo e 3paboTeHo ro npeTcTaByBa
MOjOT OpUTMHANEH CTUN Ha eKcTepuep WTo ro pabotam o AHOTO Ha
CBOjaTa [iylla M OHaKa KaKo LITO CaMuoT ro YyBcTByBaM. CeKoj TeXHUYKM
HEeJO0CTATOK Ha KabuHaTa e 3aMeHeT 1 YCOraceH Co OpUrMHaneH
[IM3ajH NpeKy KOjLITO Ce U3Pa3eHU MOUTE IMYHU U TBOPEYKM YYBCTBA.
3amucnata e 06jeKToT HaABOPELLHO U BHATPELUHO 43 NPUKaXe Tpu
BPEMUHba: MUHATO, CEraliHoCT U UAHWHA. BpayBarbeTo Ha cTapara 1
ceraluHaTa apxuTeKTypa ro NpeTcTaByBa MMHATOTO. [lBaTa Kpyra Ha
CrapuoT 3aBeT ro NpuKaxyBaaT MUHATOTO NPef, KPCTOT U Nacepot
KOjLUTO e HACOYEH BO efiHA SBe3a Ha UAHMHATA. 3paLuTe, 4eCHO
Of} KPYroT, CaMo HasWpaaT 1 KaxyBaaT ieKa HeLITO Kako LienHa e
COKpUWEHO U fienyMHO cjae. Toa e fien Of, MaKelOHCKOTO COHLE LTO
LieNoCHO ce rnefa of Apyr arof, OHaka Kako LUTO Of MEHE e 3aMUCNIEHO.
(Buna. objacHyBatrbe Ha cnuka 6poj 31)

bankoHuTe ce orpafieHu co rpaHKUTe Ha APBOTO HA XKMBOTOT.
Lienuot o6jexT e u3paGoteH Bo Meku cBepHU OPMM BO CEKOj npaseL, 33
Za He 6upe 3aMopeH npu Hab/byLyBatbe NOPaSYM rofemMara OpHaMeHTUKA
W CTUANCTUKA.

BpBoT Ha 06jeKToT Gelue paMeH 1 He cMeelle Aa ja HagMUHe
KoTaTa Ha [J03BO/IeHaTa BUCKHA. OnneMeHeT e CO OPHAMEHT BO KOjLITO
NOBTOPHO € COAPXXaH NPBUOT 3HaK 0 efiHaTa Of TPUTE EHUTMU
NoCTaBeHW BO €KCTEPUEPOT - ABe BO rpaHKUTe o GanKoHUTe U TpeTata
Ha BpBOT. MeTTMOT 3HaK € efieH Of eCTe KOWIITO caMu Ce Nojasuja BO
BHATPELIHMOT fieN1 O UHTEPUEPOT, @ OTKPUEHH Of, HEKOJIKY UCTOpUYapH
Ha YMETHOCTA KaKo U XeHa-HOoBMHap. 3HauuTe ce o6jacHeTu BO
NoHaTaMoLHNTe TOYKW. ManuoT 6ankoH, He 3Haejku, cMe ro u3pabotune
MIOEHTUYHO CO KonuukaTa Ha AnekcaHpap MakefoHcku. Toa e moeTo
"JIMYHO” MECTO Kajde LWTO M3NeryBam of MojaTta cnanHa coba. U
MOKPUBOT Ha NNTOT € MOTUB OA LNeMoT Ha AnekcaHaap MakefoHCKU.

Boppypata koja e uspaboteHa okony Ctapuot 3aBeT e UCTO Taka
OpHaMeHT ofj MaKefoHCKa nopta of XIV Bek of kora e KonupaH 1
cammot Crap 3aBeT. EKcTepuepoT e cnoj Ha MUHATO, CeralHoCT 1
WIHWHA CO BP3yBatbe Ha PUHTOT Kajie LUTO e NOCTaBeH U KOMMNeTUpaH
Ha OpUTMHANEH HAaYMH Of MoUTe YycTBa cnpema rpagot Ckomje
u Penybnuka MakegoHuja. EkcTepuepHo, 3gaHNeTO NpUKaxyBa
CEMaKef,OHCKM 0GjeKT.

BHarpelwHu1oT npocTop e u3paboTeH Bo “ayxoT” Ha MojaTa
(hamunuja BO CEKOj CErMeHT U BO 3aBUCHOCT Of HaMeHaTa Ha
npocTopoT. PelweHunjaTa ce cnoj Ha NPaKTUYHOCT, TEXHUKA, yMETHOCT.
OpuruHanHocTa e 3acTaneHa Cnopep MOUTe JIMYHU YyBCTBA 33 TOj CMOj.
Mpoctopor e u3paboteH Bo Hag 30 KOMNO3ULMK 06jacHETH Ha pasnnyeH
HauuH.

iewed from this aspect, the object represents a “link” with the
old architecture. The balconies are sequels to the architecture
of the “Culture” cinema, which reminds of the architecture of
old Skopje before the earthquake. There are three arches right
next to the cinema “Culture” and also to the right of this angle in the
same ring. Thus, the question of how we make a connection with the
city is maximally given an answer to. Everything else that has been
manufactured here represents my original style of exterior, which I
possess within the bottom of my soul, and I do everything the way that
I feel it. Each technical imperfection of the cabin has been replaced
and coordinated with an original design through which my personal
and creative feelings have been expressed. The idea of the object is
to indicate, both externally and internally, three periods of time: the
past, the present and the future. The bond between the old and the new
architecture represents the past. The two circles and the Old Testament
show the past before the cross and the laser which is directed towards a
star of the future. The beams, on the right side of the circle, only glimpse
to indicate that something as a whole has been hidden and it shines
only partially. That is part of the Macedonian Sun which can be seen as
a whole from a different angle, in the way that I had envisaged it. (See
explanation for picture 31)
The balconies have been fenced by the branches of the tree of life.
The whole object has been created in soft spherical shapes in every
direction, so that it would not be tiring for the eye due to the rich
decoration and stylistics.
The top of the object was flat and it was not supposed to exceed
the level of the acclaimed height. It has also been ornamented with
the first token from one of the three enigmas placed in the exterior
- two of which are in the branches of the balconies and the third one
is on the top. The fifth symbol is one of the six that have appeared by
themselves in the interior, later discovered by several art historians and a
woman journalist. The symbols are explained further in the text. Without
knowing about it, we have made the little balcony identical with the cart
of Alexander the Great. That is my “personal” place, where I come out
from my bedroom. Even the roof of the elevator is a motive of Alexander
the Great’s helmet.
The board made around the Old Testament is also an ornament from
a Macedonian door from the 14th century, the same period when the Old
Testament has been copied from. The exterior is a link between the past,
the present and the future, by bonding the ring where it is placed and
completed in an original way by my emotions towards the city of Skopje
and the Republic of Macedonia. Externally, the building presents an all-
Macedonian object.
The internal space has been made in the “spirit” of my family, in
each segment, depending on the function of the room. The solutions
are a mixture of practicality, technique and art. Originality is present
according to my personal feelings for that mixture. The space has been
constructed in 30 compositions explained in a different way.






aToCOT Ha IMETOT e WeCTUOT NO Pej 3HaK LITO Ce NojaBu npes Aa buge 3asplieH 06jekToT. Kora ro 3anoyHas cu pekoB: - 0Boj 06jekT Ke

ro NoYHaM U Ke ro 3aBplUaM OHaKa KaKo LWITO Me BOAAT YyBCTBaTa. bes curypeH feka MoxaM, eAHOCTAaBHO rO 3HAaEeB T0A M MUC/IaM AeKa

TOa U ro AoKaxas. PekoB fieka Hema fja 0TBOPaM KHUra 3a NOMOLL W NOTCETYBakbe, 6e3 LpTex 1 6e3 cNnKa, TYKy CaMm Cnopes MoMTe MUCIH

Ke ro co3gaeam. Kora ro pabotes nocnegHuoT nHTepuep Bo TMTOT HeMae “BUCTUHCKA” upeja 3a natocoT. [peTXoAHO Bo cnanHata coba
u3paboTue Ba nanaranu of ctakno. v rnepsas of efHa CMKOBHULA 3a HUBHUTE Gou Aa Guaat nopeantu. Mped 4a ro NOYHaM MO3anKOT BO
AMATOT Ha efieH of paboTHULKMTE My pekoB: - Jodpan Mu ja KHUraTa co nanaranure! - mucnejku aeka Ke gobujam Hekoja BUCTUHCKA uaeja. Bo
MOMEHTOT KOra noriefjHaB Harope, rv BUAOB 3paLiuTe No Namesnata NOCTAaBEHU yluTe Npes Tpu roguHu. NMoMUCAMB: aKo rv cnojam cute OBUE 3paLm
Ke nobujam nponenep v BCYWHOCT, aKo BPTH, Ke CO34aBa eHepruja wTo Ke ro ABWxu nudToT. Toa ce cyyu Bo MojaTa MUCIA 33 efHa CeKyHa.
BukHas: - Toa e T0a, fajTe MU ja LemeHTHaTa Tabna! BegHaw Hanpasue WabaoH 1 ja HALPTaB CMKATa Koja MM CnojyBalle CuUTe 3pauu Ha MOeTo
3amucneHo coHue. OKony Toa HaupTaB M egHO jaxke Bp3aHo BO ja3on, 6uaejku Ha AMTOT Bo ocHoBaTa My TpeGalue [ONOHYBakE 33 Aa buae
KOMNAeTUpaHa ciukata. 3a HeKOIKy Yaca ro HaupTas T0a, r'v onpegenvs 6oute U noyHasme fa ro uspadotysame. CnegHUOT feH Npeky TenedoHoT
Me no6apa YOBeK KOj MHOTY 3Haelle Of UCTOpKjaTa Ha YMETHOCTA U Of, MeHe Gelue UHOPMUPAH 3a NPETXOLHUTE NET 3HaKa.
- Ano, 3oku! Mimam efieH 3HaK fia T NOKaXam, 4ONTo Bpeme ro 6apas ¥ KOHEYHO ro HajAaoB Ha efHa CInKa, 4ojan Aa ro euanw! 0TUO0B Kaj Hero 1 Mu
ja nokaxa cnukara. Ce usHeHagus no wectu nat! Toa Gewe UCTUOT 3HAK WTO NPETXOAHMOT AeH 3ano4yHae ga ro paboram! Mped Toa u uctopuyapor
Ha yMeTHOCTa Me ybeayBalle Aeka Ke MU ce NojaBu U WwecTu 3Hak. He My BepyBas, a eTe, ce ciyuu. LLennoT ce HaeXmB 1 ro npawas:
- A WTO 3Hayu, BCYWHOCT?
- Toa e COHLLETO Ha BEYHOCTA, CTap 3HaK 0 BPEMETO Ha aHTUUYKMTe MaKeaOHUM WTO cMMGOAM3MpPa BeyeH xuBoT. NpunagHuLMTe Ha MakefoHCKaTa
aHTWYKa BOjCKa TOj 3HAK ro CTaBasje Ha CBOMTE WTUTOBM KaKO 3alWTUTa Of HecpeKa. Kape ro noctasu?
- Bo nudTot!
- ETe, cé nojpe Ha cBoe MeCTo, Ce MOKNONM COHLETO HAa BEYHOCTA CO APBOTO Ha BEYHOCTA.
A 30WTO WecT 3HaKa, KyKaTa e 3aBpleHa’? - ro npalwas MCTOpPUYapoT.
- llecT 3aT0a WTO UMaLW wWecTo ceTuno. Mefy TBOMTE ABE OYM TW TO MMALL U TPETOTO OKO. Toa T ru 0BjacHyBa M KaxyBa cute paboTu!
Ha oBa o feH feHelweH HeMaM OfrOBOP, aMa MOXaM [1a Ce 3aKOJHaM fleKa Cé e KaKo WTO NuWYyBaM U 0Ba e 06jacHyBarbeTo Ha WeCTUOT 3HaK.

he floor of the elevator is the sixth symbol that occurred before the object was completed. When I started it, I thought to myself, “I'll

start and finish this project the way my feelings guide me”. I was sure I could do it, I simply knew it and I think I have proven that. I

promised myself that I would not refer to a book for help, that I would have neither a sketch nor a draft done, and that I would create

everything alone according to my own ideas. While I was doing the last interior in the elevator, I didn’t have a ‘real’ idea about the
floor. I previously made two parrots out of glass in the bedroom. I was watching them from a picture book to make sure their colors were
more realistic. Before I started doing the mosaic in the elevator, I told one of the workers, “Pass me the book with the parrots!” thinking
that I would get a real idea. At the moment when I looked up, I saw the beams over the elevator's U-shaped shaft, placed there three years
ago. I thought to myself, “If I join these beams, I would get a propeller and, in fact, if it circulates, it would create energy to move the
elevator”. It crossed my mind in only one second. I yelled, “That’s it! Give me the concrete board!” I made a pattern immediately and I drew
a sketch that linked all the beams of my imagined sun. Around that I drew a rope tied in a knot, because the elevator in the base needed
something additional to complete the picture. In a few hours, the sketch was made, the colors were chosen and we started working on it. The
next day I received a phone call by a man who knew a lot about the history of art and whom I had told about the previous five symbols.

- “Hello Zoki! I have a symbol to show you”, he said, “I've been looking for it for a long time and I've finally found it in a picture.
Come and see it!”

I went to his place and he showed me the picture. I was surprised for the sixth time. It was the same symbol I had started doing the
day before! Before this happened, the art historian was trying to convince me that a sixth symbol would appear. I did not believe him at
the time, but it really happened. I got the shivers and I asked him

-“What does this mean?”

-“It's the Sun of eternity, an old symbol from the period of Ancient Macedonians, which symbolizes eternal life. The soldiers from the
Macedonian ancient army used to put this symbol on their shields to protect them from misfortune. Where have you put it?”

-“In the elevator!”

-“There, now everything has come in its place. The sun of eternity coincidentally appeared within the tree of eternity”.

-“But why six symbols? Does that mean that the house is completed now?” I asked the historian.

-"Six because you have a sixth sense. Between your eyes, you have the third eye. It tells and it explains everything to you!”

I still don't have an answer to this, but I can swear that everything I write here is true and that this is the explanation for the sixth symbol.






ora Ke ce usnese o nuToT ABA YeKOPa Hanpep, co

BpTerbe of 180 cTeneHun u nornep yrope, Hag nudTor

ce 3abenexysa 4pBOTO Ha XKMBOTOT KaKO BJETYBa BO

BHATpeLlHOCTa Ha KyKaTa U BO MKOHOCTacoT. Haokony ce
HaC/NMKaHW CUTe CBETUM, a 0[03ropa Ha HeboTo e Mcyc Gor. Toj
TV YyBa CWTe CBETLM NOJ CBOja 3aKpuNa U claBaTa Ha Hawara
KyKa wro Tpeba Aa 6uae BeyHa. Mo ceopot e Mcyc Xpucroc,
BOCKpecHaT of TajHaTa Beyepa, a BO No3agnHa e uspaboteHa
pacnykaHa kapTa Ha MakepoHuja. Mopj Hej3MHUTE NyKHATUHU e
HacNMKaHo 31aTo WTO NPeTCKaXyBa AeKa oBaa e borata 3emja u
Kora Toraw nak Ke ce coeuHu.

aking two steps out of the elevator, turning by 180
degrees and looking upwards, above the elevator,
one can notice the tree of life entering the inside
of the house and in the iconostasis. All the saints
are pictured around, and Jesus Christ is above in the sky.
He guards all the saints under his wing, and the glory of our
house that should be eternal. Jesus Christ is under the arch,
resurrected from ‘The Last Supper’, and in the back there is a
ruptured map of Macedonia. Gold is pictured under its cracks
to show that this country is rich and that it will be reunited
one day.
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“ €CKOHeYHOCTa” € MOETO HajroNeMo AeN0 1 IMYHO ro co3aafos. Toa e cnoj
Ha TPU BPeMUHbA, MOjaTa (hamuiuja, Hagpeanu3mMoT 1 TPaHCHOPMUPaArETO
Ha efieH BO Apyr 4eN CO LITO HA OPUTMHAJIEH HAYMH CaKaM Aa ja MpUKaxaMm
Taa LenuHa. Bo oBa aeno ce nojaByBaar YETBPTMOT M NETTUOT 3HAK TOYHO
Ha MecTaTa Ha Ko Tpeba fia 6uaar. BcylwHOCT, 0Ba e eiHa C/IMKA BO MHOTY AUMEH3UN
U TEWKO e fia ce BuayM 6e3 aa Guge objacHeta. 3anoyHyea of CTakneHata Touka. Bo
TOYKaTa nocTou rpadMyKky NprUKa3s Ha Lienara CMKa U HejauHata cywtuHa. Tpute Heba
LITO Ce CNojyBaaT BO efHO, iBaTa 6ora co KAMEHOT, TPUTE aHTeNu, OCyMTE CTONGOBM,
[ABaTa 3Haka Ha pu6a, Janu u 6or Ucyc Hag cute. Of cTakneHaTa Touka ce ABuxar
NOTOLM 0f 3e/1IeHU KaMetba LWTO CTUraaT 0 OCyMTe CTONG0BH, a BO MAaTeMaTUKATa 0CYMKa
CBpPTEHA XOPU30HTAHO, BaKa OO, MMA UCTO 3HAYeH-e 1 NPEeTCTaByBa GECKOHEYHOCT.
MpeKy CBOJOBUTE, KOH30/IUTE CO CTAK/IO M KACKafaTa LWTO F1 CNojyBa CUTE TPU HUBOA
BO MPOCTOPOT, OCyMTE CTON60BM NPOJOJIKYBAAT BO Apyra AMMeH3nja Ha Kynonara. Mpu
TOa, NPBMOT CTONG BErysa BO Kynonara U Haa Hero ceay aHren. Bropuor e co cBog
LITO € CNJIET CO KynosiaTa U UCTO Taka BAerysa Kako u TpeTuoT. YeTBpTuOT 1 NeTTMOT
cTon6 u3nerysaar 06paTHO, HAZBOP OA KyNonaTa, WecTUOT NOMUHYBA BO CIMKA U Ce
TpaHcdopmupa. Cegmuot cTonb e fen oA CIMKaTa, a OCMMOT ja HanywwTa Kynonata
KOjaluTo ja npuKa)yBa CeralHoCcTa 1 3aMMHyBa yrope Bo 6eckoHeuyHocTa. 0Boj cTon6
€ 0CMULATa - KNYYOT Ha Lenoto aeno. OBge MUHATOTO € CaMUOT NAToC U KaMEHOT,
cerawHocTa ce 6oroBuTe U aHreUTe KOMLITO ja NPETCTaByBaaT Mojata (hamunuja u Hekoj
paj BO Koj xuBeeme. MigHnHaATa e 0CMMOT CTONG CO NOCNERHOTO HEGO W aHreoT, MojoT
HajMan cuH 1 Toj npodomkyea. [leata 6ora cMe jac M MojaTta rocnora, Kou apxejiu ro
CBETMOT KaMeH ja 0CBET/yBaaT Halara cpeka. [lseTe pubu WTo ce nojasuja TOYHO Ha
MOjOT GAIKOH Kaje LUTO € CMECTEHO MOETO PaboTHO GUPO, Ce NPOHAjAEHN 04 UCTOPUYAPOT
Ha ymeTHoCTa. Kora ro npases 6anKkoHOT, BO cpeAnHaTa 06/1MKyBaB HeKoja sBe3aa 3a
Koja 6eB curypeH aeka belue ucta o cute cTpaHu. Ho nogoLHa oTKpUB ieKa Haneso u
HaJecHo ce fige puGM CO OMall U r1aBa KOMLITO NOAOLHA M U3paboTUB BO CTAKIO, T.€.
4eTBPTMOT MO pef 3Hak. OBAe e M neTTMoT 3HaK “[anu” NocTaBeH BO LEHTAPOT Of Kage
LITO Ce rnefa LenuoT Cnoj Ha BpeMUbaTa. Toa ce MHULMjanuTe Ha MOUTE TPU CUHA OHAKa
KaKo WTo ce poaeHn. 0BOj 3HaK ro OTKPU MOjOT Wotep OTKAKO MM CMoUBME UHULMjanuTe
Naeup, AnekcaHpap, JleoHapgo, Unnes. TouHo Ha MECTOTO Ha HajroNIEMOTO Aeno,
NpUKaXaHo BO Hafpeanu3am, e NojaBu UMETO Ha HAjroNEMMOT YMETHUK BO TOj npasel,
- Cansapop [anu. Toa e NeTTMOT NO pef OTKPUEH 3HaK, NOCBETEH Ha MouTe Aelia. OBa
LeNo CO HUBHUTE MHULMjanu Ke fafie BeYeH neyaT Ha BPEMETO BO KOELTO JuBeat. Janu e
NeTTUOT 3HaK LUITO e COAPXKaH BO TpeTaTa HaJBOpeLLHa eHUrMa Ha BPBOT Ha 06jeKToT.

three periods of time, my family, surrealism and the transformation of one

part into another, by which I want to show this entirety in an original way.

The third and the fourth symbol in this work appear exactly in the same place
where they are supposed to be. In fact, this is a picture with many dimensions and it
is very difficult to be seen without having been explained first. It starts from the glass
spot. In the spot there is a graphical presentation of the whole picture and its essence.
The three skies merging into one, the two gods with the rock, the three angels, the
eight poles, the two symbols of fish, Dali and Jesus Christ above them all. Streams of
green rocks flow from the glass spot reaching the eight poles and in mathematics the
number eight (8) when rotated by 90 degrees clockwise has a special meaning, i.e. it
represents infinity. Through the arches, the glass consoles and the cascade that links
all three levels of the space, the eight poles transcend into another dimension of the
cupola. The first pole enters the cupola and there is an angel sitting on it. The second
one has an arch that merges with the cupola and it also enters it, the same as the third
one. The fourth and the fifth pole “move” in a different manner, out of the cupola and
the sixth one transforms into a picture. The seventh pole is part of the picture, and the
eighth one leaves the cupola, which represents the present, and heads upwards towards
infinity. This pole is the number eight (8) - the key to the whole piece. Here, the past
is the floor and the rock; the present are the gods and the angels, which represent my
family and the sort of paradise we live in; and the future is the eighth pole with the last
heaven and the angel, my youngest son that goes on. The two gods are my wife and
myself, holding the holy rock and lighting our happiness. The two fish that appeared
exactly on my balcony, where my working desk is positioned, have been discovered by
the art historian. When I was constructing the balcony, I made a star in the middle of
it, which I was sure I had shaped equally on all sides. Later I discovered that to the left
and to the right the picture formed two fish with fins and heads that I subsequently
made in glass, i.e. the fourth symbol. Here is also the fifth symbol, “DALI", positioned
in the center from where one can see the mixture of times. Those are the initials of the
names of my three sons in the order as they were born. This symbol was discovered by
my chauffeur after we had joined the initials: David, Alexander, and Leonardo Ilievi.
Exactly on the same spot of the greatest piece of work, presented in surrealism, the
name of the greatest artist from that period - Salvador Dali appeared. That was the fifth
discovered symbol in line, dedicated to my children, so that this piece of work with
their initials would have an eternal signature. Dali is the fifth symbol contained in the
third external enigma on the top of the object.

“ I nfinity” is my greatest work and I have created it myself. It is a mixture of


















Kanara, nocTaBeHa LeHTpasHoO BO
AHeBHaTa coba, e ieN Of eHTepuepoT
1 UCTO TaKa NpUKaXyBa TPU BPEMMUIbA.
3anoyHyBa co cnoboaeH CTus, T.e. APBO Ha
XMBOTOT WTO ro NPUKaXyBa MUHATOTO, BlErysa
B0 An1abope3soT, cumb0oau3mnpajiu ja cerawHocTa
1 NPOAOMKYBA CO CTAKNO WTO € uaHuHara. Bo
[0NHaTa 30Ha MMa (hoHTaHa WTo e u3paboTeHa
KaKo Croj ofy KaMeH, APBO W CTakK/O, a Of, BOfATa
Ce XpaHaT KopeHuTe Ha ApBOTO.

ST

he staircase, positioned centrally in the
living room, is part of the interior and it
also represents the three periods of time.
It starts with free style, i.e. the tree
of life, representing the past, then enters the
woodcut, symbolizing the present and continues
with glasswork, which is the future. In the
lower zone there is a fountain manufactured as
a mixture of rock, wood and glass, and the roots
of the tree are nurtured by the water.




UTPUHA 33 OMALLHO KUHO - YHUKATHO [1eN0 BO Koe
MocTou pacnyKyBate Ha FOPHUOT Kanak 1 UCTUOT ce
APXW co KOH30Ma. LlenTa e opuruHanHa ussepba Ha
eteKToT Ha TpaHcdopMmauujaTa.

howcase for home cinema - a unique piece of work in
which there is a crack on the upper lid and it is held
by a console. The purpose is original performance of .
the effect of transformation. | Arn
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nuKa Ha picture of the
thamunujara family which
Ko0ja noMUHYBa transcends into
BO ApPBO. wood.




nacoH uspaboreH

oA 17 HenpasunHu

reoMeTp1CKMN CNIUKK

(pom6oBu), upeanHo

_.‘_\ CMoeHU BO CBOUTE arjiu WTo
f e HeM3BOAJIMBO Ha LiPTEX.

ceiling made of 17
s irregular geometrical
cubes (diamonds),
brought together
with their angles ideally,
which is impossible to do
in a drawing.




Kana "Knacuka” co usrnep, Wwto taircase “classic style” with an

ce TpaHcopmupa Bo Bonwe6Ha appearance that transforms into

BO AOJIHWOT KaT (M0OONWMPHO e magical on the lower floor. (explained
o6jacHeTo Bo cnukara nop 6poj 30) in detail in the picture number 30)
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yjHa n3paboteHa pa4HO 1 BKNOMEHa BO

NPOCTOPOT 3a€[lHO CO HEOMXOAHUTE

efleMeHTH 3a GyHKLUNOHMparbe.

KapaktepucTtuyeH bener Hag wnopeTot e
oXpupcKaTa nacTpMKa, HacJMKaHa Bo Mo3aunK, CO
LeCHAEeCET TOYKM BO 371aTO M NO33[MHA Of COHLETO
1 3HAMETO MCTO KaKO LWTO NOCTOW W Ha famenara
Ha AnoToT.

andmade kitchen, well adjusted in the

room along with the necessary elements

for functioning. A characteristic mark

above the cooker is the Ohrid trout,
pictured in a mosaic, with sixteen dots in gold
and a sun and a flag as background, same as on
the U-shaped shaft of the elevator.
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aHK BK/IOMEH €O KyjHaTa. KapaKTepuCTUYHO e WTo
“Ma TpU CKpueHu uokn. Hap Hero noctou cBog
KOj € CBUTKAH BO YETUPW KPUBMHM W TPU NPaBLM U
3aBplUYBa CO KOH30/1a 06/1eYeHa BO Xeneso.

ar fitted in the kitchen. A special feature is the

fact that it has three hidden drawers. Over it there

is an arch, which is curved in four bends and three
directions, and it finishes in a console covered in iron.






coHue. Kora ce rasu no Hero ce 061Ba Bne4yaToK AeKa
e MeK, HO, HanpoTUB, TOj @ MHOTY UBPCT; M3paboTeH e
04 Aa6, Ha TOj HAYMH WTO e NOCTUrHaTa MaKCUManHa
VAOGHOCT U TONAWHA NPU ra3ereTo no Hero.

1 auyHo uspaboreH natoc co penjed Ha MaKeAOHCKO

When you step on it, you get the feeling that it is
soft. However, on the contrary, it is very compact; it
has been made of hard wood, thus procuring maximal
comfort and warmth while stepping on it.

= andmade floor with a relief of the Macedonian Sun.
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nadoHn Co po3eTHU eilings with
npeky Kou ce rosettes which

npeTcTaBeHu fise represent two
BpEMUHbA. periods of time.
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he living
room from

several
aspects.

HeBHaTa
coba of
HEKONKY
arnu.
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pBOTO Ha he tree
¥UBOT of life
3aMOTaHo enfolded
opo3sropa. from above.
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in the tree
meaning...

with its

T

HUrMata
BO 4PBOTO
CO CBOETO
3Hayere




KOHa co Hatnuc: OHoj
witio He T0 YeHu OHa wito
gpyt Lo Halipasuna uau to

3agpxan u my 1o gan Hemy,
fopaHo unu GogoyHa uciiolio Ke
1o 3aty6u, yKa Hema KopeH.

who does not value what

someone else has made, even

if given a gift for him to
keep, he would still lose it sooner
or later. There’s no root here.”

I con with inscription: “He



paHKuTe
dhopmupaat
6ankoH.

he branches
forming a
balcony
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aaaaaa AEHTUYEH balcony identical
€O KouunjaTa Ha with the cart of
AnekcaH aap Alexander the
MakenoHCKM. Great.
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nanHa co6a co TaBaHCKu sup co penjedHu posu. Pewenueto 3a

3aTBOpatbe Ha NPOCTOPOT CO apMMpaHa BpaTa W ienesa co Koja

ce 0TBOpa GarbaTa e MCTO Taka OpUrMHanHa TBOPEYKa 3amMm1cha.

HaegHo, kapaTa e BieseHa Bo camara cnasnHa. [pu 3aTBoparerto
Ha cobarta ce popMMpa CIMKA Ofi BUTPAX Ha rONEMO CpLE 1 fiBa
3a/by6eHu nanaranu, OKpyeHu co po3u. MHory peTko umae o6uyaj aa
NOKJIOHYBaM Po3u 1 Taa 3abenellka of MojaTa conpyra Me MHCNUpUpale
BO Halwara cnanHa coba cé na 6uae Bo MOTMB Ha po3u.

bedroom with a ceiling ornamented with relief roses. The

solution for closing the space with an armament door and

a fan, by which the bathroom is opened, is also an original

creative idea. When closing the room, a vitreous picture (made
of stained glass) appears, presenting a big heart and two parrots in
love, surrounded by roses. I used to give roses very rarely, and this
remark made by my wife inspired me to make the whole bedroom with
rose motives.
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aJIKOHOT LUTO M371EryBa Of HaluaTa cnajHa e noBp3aH co MecTo

3a MOYMHKA 1 0BO3MOXKYBA MHCMMpaLMja O NOFNeoT WTo ce

NpoCTMpa 0f, MECTOTO Kafie LITO e NocTaBeH. M Tyka noMuHyBa

APBOTO Ha XMBOTOT WTO OpMUpa KaHAenabpa 3a ocBeT/IyBarbe.
WcTopuyapute Ha yMeTHOCTa OTKPMBAAT fieka 6ankoHOT BCYLLHOCT e
Konuukata Ha AnekcaHpap MakefOHCKM 3ae[iHO CO COHLIETO LWTO My ce
coHuno of BepruHa. Taka yyBCTBYBaB, Taka M ro Hanpaswue. Hajronemara
MOja MHCMWpaLMja e peBOATOT WTO ro YyBCTBYBAM KOH Bnacta (kojawTo
ja BoAM Hawara ip}aBa BO TpaH3uLMja) U HEMArETO Ha BUCTUHCKM
YOBEK KOjLITO Ke BOCMOCTaBM pef Bo Hawara Peny6nuka MakegoHuja.
Hekou of MouTe He3aOBONCTBA U CNy4yBatba Ce HaMMULWaHW 1 BO MojaTa
aBTobOUOrpaduja. Tamy TOUHO e 06jacHETO 30WITO 04 MOjOT BanKOH-
Konuuka Ha AnekcaHpap MakefoHcku co 16 konja, Bnacta Ha ymeTHUYKM
HauWH e HanagHaTa of MeHe. AnekcaHaap MakeOHCKM BO CBojaTa
TOralHa BNafa, Kako U BO MHOTY ApYru UMNEPUH, UMan cneLujanHu nyre
33 KOHTAKT co Nyfeto. CeKoj XMUTeN MOXKEN efHall BO rofMHaTa Aa ro
MCKaXKe CBOETO He3a[0BO/ICTBO npep Tve Jyfe, a noHaTamy, CeHaToT fasan
Npefsio3n 1 BpLUE NPOMEHU BO 3aKOHUTE, C& CO LieN Ha CBOjOT HApOA
ga My 6uae nopobpo. 3atoa 61N cakaH 1 Kako JIMAEP, HO M KaKo YoBeK
KOjLUTO BO TOA BpeMe npases ronemu [OGPUHU HA CBOJOT HAPOA. 3aKOHUTE
ce CnpoBeflyBane, He Gune HaNuUWaHW camMo 3a Aa CTojaT Ha XapTuja.

he balcony right out of the main bedroom is connected with
a resting-place, and the way it is positioned it has a really
inspiring view. The tree of life also passes here and it forms
a candelabrum for lighting. Art historians revealed that the
balcony is in fact the cart of Alexander the Great together with the
sun of Vergina that he once had as a dream. I only did what I felt.
My biggest inspiration is the revolt I've been feeling towards the
government, (leading our country through this period of transition)
and the fact that we have not had a real person who would put things
to order in the Republic of Macedonia. Some of my dissatisfactions
and other events have been described in my autobiography. There it
is distinctly explained why the government has been “attacked” by me
in an artistic way from my cart-balcony with sixteen spears. Alexander
the Great had special officials in his government for maintaining
contact with ordinary people, and this was the case with many other
empires. Every citizen had the opportunity of meeting those officials
once a year and telling them about his discontent, whereas later the
Senate gave propositions and made amendments to the laws in order
to make people’s lives better. That's why he was loved and honored as
a leader, but also for being a good-doer for his people. The laws were
being enforced; they were not only put in writing to stay that way.




onwebHaTa cKana npakTUYHO

v NOBP3yBa AETCKUOT KaT U
LHeBHaTa co6a noMuHyBajKu
0 BonweGHa BO KnacuyHa u
06paTtHo, BO 3aBUCHOCT 0/ NpaBeLoT
Ha [IBUXEHETO: OfI rOpe Hagony unu
obpartHo.

OBpge ro rnegame ApBOTO KOEWTO
KaKo ¥ BO NPeTXOAHATA CKana ro
noBpP3yBa M ro 0O[PXyBa BO XMBOT CUOT
npoctop. Tyka e u TpaHchopMupaHarta
CKana WTo NOMWUHYBA Of APBO BO C/IUKA,
na Of} C/INKa BO CTAKNO M NOBTOPHO BO
cnuKka. HanpaseHa e 3a fa ja 3a0B0/u
JeTCKaTta ncuxa 1 3aToa, BCYWHOCT, U ce
BMKa BoNweOHa ckana.

he magical staircase practically

connects the children’s floor with

the living room, transforming from

magical into classical and vice-
versa, depending on the way of movement:
upwards or downwards.

Here you can see the tree that, the
same as in the previous staircase, connects
the whole space and keeps it “alive”. Here
you can also find the transformed staircase
that transcends from wood into a picture,
then from a picture into glasswork and
back again into a picture. It has been made
that way so that it would satisfy children’s
psyche. It is because of that called a
magical staircase.







eTCKaTa KyjHa Kako 1 LiennoT oBoj npocTop e

MHCMUpUpaHa 1 u3paboTeHa cnoped pa3MuciayBarbaTa

Ha MOMTe fieLa Kou U Ke XuBeaT BO 0Boj npocTop. Taa

e u3paboteHa Of opes, Meko 06paboTeH co NnatoHu 1

aroJTHULM Ofi CTaK/O, BO BECENU IETCKM 6OM 1 KOMBUHALMN

Ha KOBAHO ene30. KapakTepucTUyHO 33 KyjHaTa e Wro oBge
u3ne3e NPBUOT 3HaK. KOH Hero yyBcTByBaM nNocebHO 3a0BOJICTBO
na ro objacHam. [lBaHaeceT roguHu yysam Hekou porosu. Tue ce
3eMEHM Off Ma/iu fleYntba KoM LeTaa no ynuLa v Cu Urpaa co HUB.
v 3anpes, rM MOYECTUB U MM KYNUB POrOBMTE CaMo 3aT0a WTO MU
ce gonagHaa. bea ronemu, og Hekoja copta Ha 6uk og Adpuka, a
0CTaHane BO 300/10WIKATA MPaANHA MO YMUPAHETO HA XUBOTHOTO.
Tue 6ea MHCNUpaLKja BO feTCKaTa KyjHa fa OGUAe COAPKAHO HEWTO
WTO acouMpa Ha KaybojckoTo Bpeme. v npawas 1 MouTe aeua
Janu cakaat “kaybojcka” KyjHa BO TUNMYEH CTUA 3a AeTcKaTa
ncuxa. Oarosopuja: - fa.

OTKaKo ja n3paboT1B KyjHaTa, MM OCTaHa 3a jONpaBatbe
WaHKOT. He 3HaM 30MWTO pewwns fa ro HanpasaM Of eAHO APBO
KOe CaKaB [ja ro JoHecaMm O POAHMOT Kpaj Ha MOMTe poguTeny,
oA cenoto bnateu. EgeH feH oTMA0B TaMy W ro BUAOB APBOTO WTO
Gelwe TOYHO Ha MefaTa Mefy UMOTOT Ha MOjOT BYjKO 1 HeKojcu
HEeroB coceg.

- Byjue, oHa ApBO CakaMm fa ro Uceyam W 04 HEro Aa Hanpasam
WaHK, Te MONaM NMOMOTHU MU.

- Cnywaj, Toa e Ha mefaTta co CoCeaoT, LeNo e cKanaHo 1 He 61
Tpe6ano aa uma npobaem, Ho MOpa Aa ro Hajaeme COCEROT U fia ro
npawame.

TprHaeme fa ro 6apame Komwujata Koj He bele foma 1
pacnpatwyBajku ce ro HajaoBMe Ha roctu. Ce gorosopueme no
HEKOJIKY Yaca fia ce Hajaeme kaj apsoTo. Ce HajooBMe, pa3roBopoT
Tevewe:

- TocnoauHe, Be monam, WwWto Tpeba 3a Aa MU ro fageTe 0Ba
apBo?

- 3owro?

- Cakam ja HanpaBaM HeLWTo o4 Hero Bo efjHa Kyka BO Koja u

BWe Ke GupeTe BEYHM aKo MU rO lafieTe 0Ba APBO.

- [la, Ho BMaeTe efiHa rpaHKa cé ywTe para.

HasucTuHa fpBoTO Gelle CyBO, HO HA efHa rpaHKa MMalle
HeKosKy cnveun. My npepnoxwe:

- Do6po, konky Tpeba ke Bu nnatam 3a Toa, HO jac ro cakam
TOKMY 0Ba pBO W NOpajy Hero NaTyBaB CTO U WEECET KUIOMETPYU
og Ckonmje go osge.

- [lo6po, He Tpeba HUWITO, WTOM e TaKa Ceuu ro.

l'o BUKHAB MojoT GpaTyyef Jbynyo, cuH Ha Byjko Mu MeToauja,
KojwTo Tpebale ga My NOMOrHe.

- Camo obGenexu M1 Kage 1 jac Ke ro npeceyam.

[pBoTO Gelwe ronemo 1 OANYYMB fia Ce Ceye Ha TpU Jena.
BegHaw Genexes TOYHO Kage 4a 6uge npeceyeHo, He 3HaejKM
30WUTO M eieH ieN 0f TPaHKaTa WTo para Bfese BO ceyereto. Me
npalaa Aanu a octaHe rpaHkara.

- [la! baw kage wto Genexes.

Cto HacTo 6eB curypeH feka Taka Mopa fia 6upge. Mo Hekonky
AeHa bpaTyyen MU ro UCeYe U ro AOHeCe APBOTO MOJIHO CO UHCEKTU
BO MOjaTa KyKa. BefHaw um gafoB Hanor Ha ABajua paboTHULM Aa
ro MCYMCTAT, HO OCBEH KOpaTa He CMeeja Aa 0TCpaHaT HUTY efeH
MUAMMETap of HerosaTa npupoga. Me npawaa:

- A wTO CO OBaa rpaHka?

- HemojTe pa ja ceyete, camo yucrete ja v aynete ja koparta!

Bp3 fpBOTO ce paboTelle fBe HeAenu U ApyruoT bpatyyen,

Koj paboTelle Kaj MEHe MOBTOPHO Me Npalla Aanu aa ja uceve
rpaHKaTa 30lTO CMeTana.

- He, Hukako! Ako Tpeba, Ke BM Kaxam.

Bes curypeH feka HewTo Ke usnese. OTkako ApBoTO Helwe
MCYUCTEHO Y6ABO UM PEKOB:

- [lajTe efHa rpeda v cnojTe rv TpUTe Aena OHaka Kako WTo
MucauTe.

Bu3yenHo oyekyBaB geka Ke BMAAM HeWTO WTO Ke Me
npueneye. 3a xan He U3ne3e HUWTO, HanpoTuB, Gelwe rpgo. He ce
OTKa)XyBaB, MM NOBWKAB XeHaTa 1 feuara.

- Wto MucnuTe, cakam oBa Aa GUAE WaHK - U FO NOCTaBUB NOA
rofieMMTe poroBn KoM BeKe BUCEA HAa CBOETO MECTO.

- bes Bpcka! - peue xeHa mu. OBa He MU ce gonara.

HasucTuHa 6ewe rpy6o. MoyHas aa ce 6opam, fa ce Kpwam
Bo cebe cu. Mommucnus: - HesosmoxHo! LUTo cera? Bo Toj momMeHT
BO r71aBaTa CM ro BpaTuB LeNuoT punm HaHasag. [paHkaTa wro
paraue cnueu belle BO CpeAnHa M Gena 3a pasnuka of cé apyro
Ha ApBOTO WTO Gelue CyBO W LpBeHWKaBo. Ha paboTHULUTE UM
HapeAwB fia ja OTKOBaaT rpefaTa M Aa ja CTaBaT rpaHKaTta Hanpeg.
Bo T0j MOMEHT BO ropHUOT fien npeno3HaB GMK, a camata rpaHka
por of uctuot. Cv nommcame:

- HeBepojaTHo: por, rnaea, oko, Hoc, 6paaa, ABe NpefHu Ho3e
co konuta. (Cnuka 6poj 31 A)

0p BTOPYWOT fien ce oLpTyBaa yliTe ABE 3aHU HO3€ CO KonuTa
W o, TPETUOT Jen Teso co onal. bukoT ogo3ropa ce NoBTOpH U
pony. bes HajcpekHMoT YoBeK. OBa Gelwe TosKy ybaBo WTO Beke
UM ce AOMajHa Ha cuTe BO hammuimnjaTa, a MeHa MU CaMo U3BMKa:

- Tu cv nyg! MNpekpacHo e!

He 3HaeB wTo ywTe ce Kpue 3aj ceTo oBa. 1o HEKONKY Heaenu
MCTOpUYapKaTa-HOBUHAP Ao0jae Ha 06jeKTOT U MU ja OTKPHU U
Apyrara cTpaHa, T.e. 3HauyereTo Ha 0B0Oj 3HaK. C& i packaxas, WTo
Ce C/ly4M, KaKo Ce Cilyyu, a Taa Me npawa:

- lito e xeHa Tv Bo xopockon?

- Hema pa BepyBarte, He 3Ham! He me uHTepecupa, Toa MOXebH
€ CpamMoTa, HO TOj CyM jac, He 3HaMm!

- 3aBpTy ro TenedoHoOT M npaLwaj ja!

W ce jaBue Ha AHe 1 Me MCKPUTUKYBA KaKO MOXKe f1a He o 3HaM
HEj3MHNOT XOPOCKOMNCKM 3HaK. U fopage:

- buk!

Ha T0a, ucTopuyapkata 3aknyuu.

- ETe T0a e T0a, TOa e 3HAKOT Ha XeHa TW BO KyjHaTa Ha Aeuata.
ToKMy Ha CBOETO MecTo.

N Toa belwe NpBUOT 3HaK.






he children’s kitchen, as well as this whole space, has

been inspired and designed according to the desires of

my children since they will be the ones living in it. It

was made of hardwood, daintily manufactured, with glass
ceilings and triangles, in joyful childlike colors and combinations
of forged iron. What's characteristic about the kitchen is that
the first symbol appeared here. It will be a special pleasure to
explain it. I have been keeping some horns for twelve years. I
had taken them from some little children walking along the street
and playing with them. I stopped the children, treated them with
little something and bought the horns just because I happened to
like them. The horns were big, from some sort of an African bull,
and they were left in the zoo after the animal had passed away.
They were an inspiration to make the kitchen in a “cowboy” style,
reminding of the Wild West. I asked my children if they would
like a “cowboy” kitchen, a typical style for children’s psyche. They
said yes.

After I had finished the kitchen, the only thing that was
left to be done was the bar. I don’t know why I decided to make
it from a tree I was supposed to bring from my parents’ native
place, the village Blatec. I went there one day and I saw this tree
exactly on the boundary between my uncle’s and his neighbor’s
property.

-“Uncle, I'd like to cut down this tree and make a bar from it.
Would you please help me?”

-“Listen, that tree stands exactly on the demarcation line
with the neighbor. It is rotten and there shouldnt be a problem,
but we still need to find the neighbor and ask him”.

The neighbor wasn't at home, so we went looking for him and,
having asked around, we finally found him at a friend’s house. We
agreed to meet by the tree in a few hours. When we came to the
place, I asked him:

-" Sir, please tell me what I need to do for you to give me
this tree”

-“Why?” he asked.

-“I want to make something from it in my house and if you

give it to me, you will have an eternal imprint in the house, too.”

-“Yes, but you see, there’s one branch which is still fruitful”

Indeed, the whole tree was dead, but one branch still had
several plums on it. I suggested:

-“0K, T'll pay whatever necessary to get this tree. I've traveled
a hundred and sixty kilometers only because of it from Skopje.”

-“All right”, he said, “you needn’t pay anything if that's so.
You can cut it down.”

I called my cousin Ljupcho, uncle Metodija’s son, who was
supposed to help me.

-“Just mark where you want it cut and I'll do it”, he said.

The tree was big and I decided to have it cut in three pieces.
I started marking the places where it was supposed to be cut,
without knowing why the branch with the plums on it was left as
part of one of the pieces. I was asked whether they should leave
the branch there, and I said:

-“Yes! Cut it exactly as I have marked.”

I was one hundred percent sure that it was supposed to
be that way. A few days later, having cut the tree, my cousin
brought it to my house full of insects. I told two of my workers
to clean it, but they were not allowed to remove one bit of its
nature, except for the bark. They asked me:

-“What about this branch?”

-“Don’t cut it”, I replied, “just clean it and peel the bark!”

Working on this tree took us two weeks and the other cousin,
who was working with me at the house, asked me again whether
to cut down the branch because it was unnecessary.

-“No way!” I said, “If it needs to be cut down, I'll tell you.”

I was sure that something would come out of it. When the
tree was well cleaned, I told them:

-“Give me a rafter and join the three pieces as you think most
proper.”

Visually I expected to see something that would be pretty for
the eye. Unfortunately, it turned out to be quite the contrary. I
wouldn't give up. I called my wife and the children.

-“What do you think? I want this to be a bar”, I said, placing
it under the big horns that had already been hung in their place.

-“Rubbish!” said my wife. “I don't like this”.

It really looked stupid. I started breaking within myself.

I thought: “This is impossible. Now what?” At that moment I
went back and over the whole picture in my head again. The
branch that had plums was in the middle and it was white, while
everything else on the tree was rotten and reddish. I told the
workers to disassemble the rafter and to put the branch in front.
At the very same moment I recognized a bull in the upper part,
and the branch seemed like a horn.

-“Unbelievable”, I thought to myself, “ a horn, a head, an
eye, a nose, two front legs with hoofs”. (Picture number 31 A)

Another pair of legs with hoofs could be seen in the second
piece, and rear part of a body with a tail in the third one. The
bull from upstairs repeated itself down here as well. I was the
happiest man on earth. This was so beautiful that my family liked
it immediately, and my wife just cried out:

-“You are crazy! It's wonderful! I love it!”

I didn't know what else could lie behind this. A few weeks
later, a woman, historian journalist, came to the house and
revealed the other side of the story, i.e. the meaning of this
symbol. I told her everything about what had happened, and she
asked:

-“What's your wife's horoscope sign?”

-“You probably won't believe this, but I really don’t know”,

I replied. “I'm not even interested in it, maybe I should be
ashamed, but that's me - I don’t know!”

-“Dial her number and ask her!” said the woman.

I called Anne and, having been criticized for not knowing her
star sign, she added:

-“Taurus!”

Having heard this, the historian concluded:

-“That's it! That's your wife’s star sign in your children’s
kitchen. Exactly where it should be”.

That was the first symbol.






€60 1 Mope e cnesHoTo

Lo Koe BO HapeAHUOT MuUr

Gele OTKPMEHO OA UCTaTa

MCTOpUYaApKa KaKo HOB 3HaK.
Me npawa:

- A wto e oBa rope? He cym
BU[ENa BaKBO pelleHne Ha Kpyr,
aCMMeTpUYHO NofesieH Ha fiBa fena.

- Toa e xenba Ha MOjoT cpefieH
cuH AnekcaHpaap, AeTe co yMeTHUYKa
gywa. Herosara xen6a bele Bo
HEroBMOT NPOCTOP Aa UMa Hebo K
mope. A UHaKy, T0j cnue 3aefHo co
Hajmanuot JleoHapao 1 nop oBoj
Kpyr e 3amMucneHo ga bupe HUBHUOT
KpeBeT 3a Cnueme.

- Kaxtu mu wro ce tve Bo
xopockon?

- He 3HaM, camo 3HaM jeka ce
POLLEHU CO pa3fiuKa of OCYM rofuHM
W TpU JeHa.

M noBTOpHO 1 ce jaBuB Ha AHe
3a la M1 Kaxe WTo ce AnekcaHaap u
JleoHapfo BO XOpOCKOMOT. 3a4yfeHo
Me npaa:

- lTo Tv cTaHa oaeaHall co
3Hauuee?

- Nma 3Hak 6nan3Hak
Haf, HUBHUOT KPEBET, peye
“cTopMyapkara u 3atoa Te
npailyBam.

- bausHauu! - ogrosopu AHe.

(v peKoB: YyAHO, HO Toa Gelwe
Taka.

- Heka He Te yygu! - mu peve
ucTopuyapkara.

Toa BcywHocCT Gewwe BTOpPUOT
3HaK.

g
ky and sea was what the same lady
historian discovered as a new symbol in
the next moment.

- “What is this above?” she asked,

“ T've never seen this type of a solution for a

circle, asymmetrically divided in two.”

- “That was my second son’s idea. Alexander
is a child with a special sense for art and it was
his desire to have a sky and a sea in his room.
In fact, he shares the same bed for sleeping
with my youngest son Leonardo, and the idea is
to put their bed here under that circle.”

-“Tell me what their horoscope signs are.”
inquired the woman.

ot AP
e T

-“I don’t know that, I only know that their
difference in age is eight years and three days”,
I replied.

I called my wife again to ask her about
Alexander and Leonardo’s horoscope signs.

-“What’s with the horoscope signs all of a
sudden?” she was puzzled.

-“There is a sign of Gemini (twins) above
their bed”, added the historian, “that’s why I'm
asking.”

-“Gemini!” replied Anne.

That was strange, but it was also a fact

-“Don't be surprised!” said the historian.

That was, in fact, the second symbol.
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rpanHa 3a Aeua (Show room) e
[ie10 BO KO€ KaKo MHCcnupaLuja
€ npeHeceHa eHepruja of,
HapBop BHaTpe. JINKOT KojlwTo
Of, HaAABOPeLWHMOT HanKoH Bneryea Bo
BHATPELWHWOT fen Ha cobara, oKony
CBOjOT BpaT HOCK MefaNjoH WTo
NOBTOPHO ro nokaxyea Ctapuot 3aBert.
Hag HuB Bnagee uygnHa eHepruja.
Kora Ke 3acTaHeTe TOYHO BO LieHTapoT,
aKo NpOroBOpUTE NOrNacHo, Ke ja
noYyBCTBYBATE eHeprujata Bo BawmuTe
ywu nosTopHo. Tpeba aa ce npoba
HEeKONKy naTu u Ke ce ysepute. OBpe e
KapaKTepUCTUYHO WTO U3/eryBajku Ha
6ankoH Ke ja BULMTE BTOpATa EHUIMa
BO PaHKMUTE 0f, PBOTO Ha XMUBOTOT.
Tyka, 6e3 Aa 3Ham 30LWTo, ja BNUWYBaM
rofiMHaTa Kora ro nocTaByBaM 0BOj 3HaK
Ha cekapfe no KyKarta. EgHaw rocnoguHot
CC me npawa fanu 3Ham WTo e Toa. My
OArOBOPMB JieKa He 3HaM, HO Apyru MU
Kaxane feka e Crapuort 3aser, cTap age
TPY UNjafm rofuHM.

- He! - mu peye. 3anuwu TouHo.
Cnopep, cTapuoT KaneHgap Toj e og 5766
rofiMHa npep Halara epa W Taa roguHa
ofjroBapa Ha fieHewHaTa 2005, T.e. TOYHO
BPeMeTo Kora e rpageH objekrort. Taka u
0Ba € ef]HO 0 MHOTYTe HeluTa BO Hero,
KOe ce MoKonyBa camo no cebe.

Taka, 6e3 a 3HaM, CO 0BOj 3HaK
LITO CYM 'Y CTaBWJI, MOjaTa eHepruja e
noBp3aHa ¥ BHATPELHO W HaJBOPELLHO.

he children’s playroom (show
room) is a piece of work in which
the inspiration was to bring
energy from the outside into the
inside. The figure that from the outside
balcony enters the inside of the room,
wears a medallion around his neck which

once again shows the Old Testament.
There is strange energy dominating

over them. When you stand in the very
center, if you speak louder, you will

feel the energy in your ears again. You
should try this several times to see for
yourself. Another specific thing here is
that when you go out on the balcony,
you can see the second enigma in

the branches of the tree of life. Here,
without knowing why, I have written the
year when I put this token all over the
house. Once a certain Mr. SS asked me
whether I knew what it was. I told him I
didn’t know myself, but that others had
told me it was the Old Testament, two or
three thousand years old.

-“No!” he said. Write this down
correctly. According to the old calendar,
it is from the year 5766 BC and that
year coincides with the year 2005, i.e.
exactly the time when you have been
building this object. Consequently, this
is one of the many things that appeared
coincidentally.”

Thus, unconsciously, by putting this
token, my energy has been connected
both internally and externally.




AJIKOHOT Ha BTOPMOT KaT € MHTepecHo he balcony on the second floor has a very

peweH. Ce rneaa Kako rpaHkuTe op interesting solution. It is formed by the

APBOTO Ha XXMBOTOT ro (opmupaar, branches of the tree of life, whereas one

a e\Ha 0/ HMB OAM yrope U para of them goes upward and bears fruit. At
nnoposu. Tne HaeaHoO Ke rv oceeTnyBaar the same time they represent lighting for the
rocTuTe WTO Ke ce ApYKaT HAa 6anKoHoT. guests on the balcony.







HeBHa coba-Kadyne 3a feua, NpenonoBeHa Ha 4Ba aena co

crneunduyHu 60U Ha eHTepUEep W eKCTepuep Ha efHaTa u

Apyrata CTpaHa, WTo NPeTCTaByBa [jBa CBETA CMOEHMU BO efieH U1

nogeneHu co nykHatuHa. MoHatamy e objacHera Ha efHa KapTta
Of, TApOT KAKO 3HaK Ha YMETHOCTA U CETO T0a NPOAOJIKYBA Ha CMKaTa
Ha SWAOT BO ipyraTa co6a Kafe WTo [eYKo W feBojKa of Mpas ce Tonar
BO OraH. Mpa3oT, OrHoT ¥ NyKHaTUHATa Ce 3HAKOBW Of YMETHOCTA LT Ce
Haofaar Bo TapoT. CTon6oBuTe WTO NPOAO/KYBAAT BO C/IMKA NOBTOPHO
NPOJOJIKYBAAT BO GECKOHEYHOCT.

iving room - a cafeteria for children, divided in two parts with
specific colors both of the interior and the exterior on both
sides. It represents two worlds joined together in one and
divided by a crack. It is further explained on a tarot card and
everything continues into the picture on the wall in the other room
where a young man and young woman made of ice melt in fire. The
ice, the fire and the crack are all tokens of art that can be found in
tarot. The poles that transcend into a picture continue into infinity

again.
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opTa 3a nnocHat Tenesusop (LCD),
13paboTeHa o} KOBAHO XKeNe30, NPaKTUYHO
nocraseHa u ce oteopa. Bo nosaguHata
uma rapfepoba 3a feua. Kako wro
e nofeneHa cobara, Taka co nyKkHaTuHaTa
npojoxXyBa 1 noprata. JIMKOT oBie e nojeneH
XOPU30HTANIHO 3a Pa3nuKa ofj BepTUMKanHaTta
nogenba Bo urpanHata 3a geua (Show room)
W MHMjaTa Ce ABUXM BO XOPU30HTaNa no
ABaTa cBeTa. KapaKTepuCTMYHO 33 JOMEHOT Ha
yMeTHOCTa e u3paboTkata Bo Tpu-ge (3D) TexHuka
Ha CTaK/OTO Ha IMKOT WTO & MHOTY OPUTUHANHO U
AOCera HeBUAEHO Ha TOj HAYMH.

ate for a flat TV set (LCD), made of

forged iron, which is practically set

and easy to open. In the back of it,

there is the children’s wardrobe. As
the room is divided by a crack, so the crack is
continued up to the gate. The figure is here
divided horizontally, contrary to the vertical
division in the children’s playroom (the show
room), and the line moves horizontally over
the two worlds. What is specific from art’s
domain, is the 3D technique of the glasswork
of the figure, which is very original and
unseen so far.
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o06a Ha Hajronemuot cu [lasua. M3segeHa Bo nocebeH
CTW/I Ha TPUArOJHULM M NUPAMUAHN, MO3aUK HA GAanKoH

KOj ro noBp3yBa CeTO T0a 3aefHO CO NyKHATMHaTA

OA KadyneTo 1 [pBOTO Ha XKMUBOTOT. bupejkun e
HajBO3paceH 0 fieLaTa, BO NpocTopujaTa e noctaseHa
AeBOojKa BO e[JHNOT TpUaronHuK. MHory 3Haum ce oTKpUeHu
Kako acouujauuu Ha [laBuposarta seesja. [leBojkara e
TPETTMOT 3HaK OTKPUEH MO [iBaTa XOPOCKOMCKM 3HaKa W Toa e
BCYLWHOCT HErOBUOT XOPOCKOMCKM 3HaK - AeBuLa.

y eldest son David's room. Made in a specific

style with triangles and pyramids, a mosaic on

the balcony that connects all that with the crack

from the cafeteria and the tree of life. Since he
is the eldest child, there is an image of a girl in one of the
triangles. Many signs have been discovered as associations
to David's star. The girl is the third symbol discovered
after the two horoscope signs, and that is in fact David's
horoscope sign - Virgo.




pomomKeH 6ankoH of cobara Ha
[laBup, koj e cumbonusupaH co
UCTUTE MMpPaMuan n3paboTeHu
BO MO3auK.

xtended balcony from David’s
room, symbolized with the
same pyramids made in
mosaic.




plUneH oA KPajoT Ha rPaHKUTe Ha
APBOTO, T.e. 6aNKOHUTE, KOjLITO
3aBpLUYBa CO NN0A0BY, a cuMGonusupa
KUBOT LUTO NPOAOJIKYBA.

vy from the end of the branches of the

tree, i.e. the balconies, which ends in
fruits and symbolizes the continuance



€/10TO MaKe[JOHCKO COHLe cO 16 3pauu, 3aMUCNeHO he whole Macedonian Sun with 16 beams, envisaged
Ha MOj Ha4uH, e NPUKAXKaAHO Of OBOj aron. in my own way, has been presented from this angle.
CKpueHo e BO Mo3afMHaTa, HO OBAE, Kaje WTo It has been hidden in the background, but here,
€ HeloCTanHo 3a ceyne oKo, cjae HajcuaHo. 0f, unreachable for everyone’s eye, it shines most
0BOj aroJ, camo no cebecu, UCTO TaKa ce rnefa efHa powerfully. From this angle, one can also see another
HeoBMYHOCT Ha 06JeKTOT - CKYNINTYpa Of CEKOja CTpaHa. peculiarity of the object - a sculpture from each side.




rojl 0} KOj OCyMTe 3pauy WTo ro ocBeTNyBaaT AnekcaHaap
MaKe[OHCKM Ce KOMNNETMPaaT co eAHa NoJoBMHa, T.e.
APYruTe OCYM 3paly Of Le0TO COHLE U MM AaBaart
llecHaeceTTe 3paKa o0/j COHLLETO 0 HErOBUOT WTHT.



ngle from which the eight beams shining on Alexander
the Great are completed by one half, i.e. the other
eight beams of the entire sun, thus forming the sixteen
beams of the sun from his shield.
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Ha rpajoBuTe Ha AnekcaHpap

MaKenoHCKM, NOTONEHM BO BOAA.
Bopnara e XUBOT, a 4eN0BUTE CE CNOEHU CO
APYrUOT rpaj oKony U TpaHchopMUpaHu Bo
e[iHa LieNnHa WTo NpofoJIXKyBa No cKanuTe
[0 BpaTaTa u u3nesor. MictoBpemeHo Toa
€ yBepTMpa Ha [enoT Kora ce KayysaTte no
CKanuTe W acouMpa Ha BpaTa Of CTap rpag.
Mpu Toa rasute No COHLETO Ha CKaNuTe U ce
noTnNupaTe Ha rpaHKUTE 04 APBOTO Ha XKWUBOTOT
WTO M HOCK MHWLMjANUTE HA MOUTE Aeua
- JAJIN. Bupgejku oBa e hamunujapHa KyKa Bo
Koja Ke XuBeeMe, 0ANy4MB [a r0 BMETHAM W
MMEeTO Ha JXeHa MU U Taka [ia ro 3aBpluam oBa
MO€ WBOTHO AeNo, U3paboTeHo 6e3 NpoekT,
LpTEX WAW KakBa 6UNO CKMLA BO [ENOT Ha
eKCTepuepoT 1 UHTEPUEPOT, @ 0bjacHeTo BO
0Baa Moja kHura - "beckoHeyHocT”.

petcobje 3a feua - akBapuymM.
WNHcnupauujata e upneHa of fenosu

Z ORAN
A NE

D AVID

A LEKSANDAR
L EONARDO
I LIEVI

hildren’s lobby - aquarium. The
inspiration has been taken from parts
of the cities of Alexander the Great,
flooded with water. Water symbolizes
life, and the parts are connected with the
other city and transformed into one unity
that continues to the door and to the exit.
At the same time it is an overture of the part
where you climb the stairs, it resembles the
entrance of an ancient city. While walking,
you step onto the sun on the stairs and you
lean on the branches from the tree of life,
which contains the initials of my children
- DALI. Since this is a family house where
we intend to live, I have decided to add
my wife’s name here and thus to finish my
lifetime piece of work, constructed without a
project, a sketch or any kind of draft for the
exterior and the interior, further explained in
this book “Infinity”.

Z ORAN
A NE

D AVID

A LEKSANDAR
L EONARDO

I LIEVI

* (In English, the acronym ZA DALI means FOR DALI)
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[lpenopaka op aBTOpOT

A NOOAAMHa, NOCTOjaHO CyM CO MUCNaTa Kora Ke noyHam ga
ja nuiwysam W Kora Ke ja 3aBplam oBaa Moja KHura. Bo meHe
YyBCTBYBAB JeKa MMAM MopasHa 06BpCKa MoUTE pasMuchy-
Batba U AOXMBYBAHSA [a M CTAaBaM Ha XapTuja.

A WTO e NoeHTaTa Ha XMBOTOT aKO Ha KOj GUNO HAuMH He oc-
TaBMW HeWTo 3af cebecH, HewWTo WTO Ke ja MCMoHK TBOjaTa Mopan-
Ha o6Bpcka. [la MM OCTaBMW HeWTO W Ha reHepauuute no Tebe.
bapem, ke ce o6uaew fa MM NOMOrHeW HWUM BO OHMe obnactTu Bo
KOW CU CTeKHan noseKke WCKYCTBO BO TEKOT HAa CBOjOT XMWBOT, Aa I
noyyuw 3a Aa He I HanpasaTt TBOMTE rPelKu, Aa UM ro Nocoyuuw
naToT CO UCKPEeHa Jylua U YyBCTBA, NOCEOHO aKo XKMBOTOT Te onpe-
LeNUN KaKko YOBEK [ia XMBeewW NouHaky, Co Apyru nornegu, co no-
rofemu npeausBuLM M CO OTPOMHM MCKycTBa. HewTto wro Ke ro
npeHecel Ha NMOroseMa Maca MAagu fela, KoWWTo ce Ha NoYeToK
Of1 CBOjOT XMBOT, UCNPABEHM Npej Npean3BULMTE Ha BpeMeTo. AKO
€ BUCTUHCKO M UCKPEHO OHa WTO rO MPaBuil, NOPaHO MK NoaoLHa
HeKoj Ke ro Buau, Ke ro cdartu, Ke ro npogomku. M moxebu, Toj Ke
Tpeba fa cnacy wro noseke mMnagu nyfe Ha KOM CBETOT BOOMLITO He
MM € HaKJIOHeT.

He e cebuyHo, ako HanpasuwW [eno, WTo Ke Te Hanpasu BeYEH, HO
He 3aceKoralw fia Gugew BeYyHO 3anameTeH, TyKy no Tebe BeyHo Aa
npopoku TBoeTO “A06po Aeno”.

A, MOETO 1e/10 € XMBOTHO, jac APYro HemaM, aKo, Ha Koj 6uso
HaumH, Cé ylTe CYM NOMH CO UAeu, Uny3uu, haHaTasum, eHTy3mjasam
1 XuBOT. Bo MeHe e BpofieH MHCTMHKTOT WTO noBeKe Aa yyam W fa
Hayyam. Ce pakoBoAeB OA Naposiata TOJKY €AHOCTaBHA, a MOXebOu
1 HajcunHa op cute: Kora 6u Moxene camo fia Hayuute fa yuute! U
cé 61 6uno pobpo! Mpobnemute ce Ha MUHUMYM, @ Kora cuTe 61 ro
MOXeNe Toa U HUB eHOCTaBHO OU v CHeMano.

Cenak, moeTo geno cym jac camuot. W oHa, wTo jac ro nomuHas,
1 NPErosemMoTo UCKYCTBO WTO o CTeKHaB, 6e3 koe 61 6un HaBUCTUHA
MHoOry cupomaleH. Toa e OHa WTO Me Tepa Aa Bu ro packamam v uc-
TOTO [a rO CMojaM CO MOETO XUBOTHO f€/10, ORHOCHO MOjOT YyaeceH
00jekT. OHONMKY KOIKY LITO MOXea MOWTe CUIM A3 MU [O3BOJAT, A0
NocnesHUOT MUMMETAp 04 NPOCTOPOT fia MM UCKaXaM MOMUTE YyBCTBa
BO TOA MOE XMBOTHO UCKYCTBO CO YMETHOCTa, U, Ha efleH OpUruHaneH
M MOMHAKOB HAuYMH 04 CWUTe focera No3HaTu Bo ceeToT. Bo cekoja
nopa ce BHECEHU MOMUTE YyBCTBA, M3Pa3eHU BO €LHO BpeMe BO Koe
TWE PeYymncu 1 He NOCTOjaT, HE CaMO BO MOjaTa 3eMja UM ApXKaBa, TYKY
U nowupoKo. Bpeme Bo Koe NpuopUTET MMAAT CUTE NOPOLM, BpeME
Kora ce u3ry6u MoOpanot, BpeMe Kora MiaguTe W He 3HaaT AeKa He
Gelwe BaKa, Bpeme BO Koe 360pOBMTE: ApYrap, UCKPEH, YeCeH, BepeH,
cepuo3eH, 106ap, KOPeKTeH... Peyncu v fa He ce cpekasaat. Bpeme
Ha 4eMoKpaTuja, BO Koja YecTonatu ce npawysame W [anu BOOMWTO
NOCTOM Taa UM CaMo CUTe CMe NPUHYAEHU 4a FyMUMe feMOoKpaTHja,
6e3 fa BOAMME CMeTKa KOJIKY OA CeTO T0A BUCTUHCKM YyBCTBYyBaMe!
Bpeme BO KOe HUWTO He HayyMBMe M 0 MopaHellHaTa 6UPoKpaTHja,
3aToa WTO Toraw Gapem Taka CUTE MUC/IEBMe WNKM FrOBOPeBMe [eKa
T0a He belwe AeMoKpaTuja, Tyky 6upokpaTtuja. Bpeme Bo Koe u Toraw
KaKo NpuopuTeT UMaa 360poBMUTE: ipyrap, UCKPEH, YECEH, BEPEH, Ce-
puo3eH, 1o6ap, KOPEKTEH, MOPaeH... N KaKo WTO AeHeCKa e TeWKo
[a Ce ycnee ako CY TaKOB, TOraw Tewko Gelue [a ce ycree aKo He cu
TaKoB.

Osa Moe fefi0 e WiaKaHuua Ha [AEHeWHWLATa, PeBONT KOH
yTpewHuuara.

Author’'s recommendation

or quite some time now, I have been preoccupied with
the thought when I would start and when I would finish
writing this book of mine. I have always felt inside that
I have a moral obligation to put my thoughts and my
experiences on paper.

And what is the point of life if not leaving something behind,
something to fulfil your moral obligation - i.e. to leave something
for the generations behind. At least you would try to help them in
those areas where you have gained more experience throughout
your own life, you would try to teach them how to avoid making
the same mistakes you had made, you would show them the way
with a sincere soul and intention. This would be especially helpful
for them, coming from a man with enormous experience, who was
meant to live differently, with distinct points of view, with greater
challenges in life. It should help young people who are now at the
beginning of their lives, facing the challenges of time. If what
you are doing is rightful and genuine, sooner or later someone will
see it, understand it and pass it on. That someone would perhaps
have to save much more young lives to whom destiny was not fair
at all. It is not selfish if you make something that would make you
immortal. However, it's the good deed that should be remembered
forever, not your name.

My work is the work of a lifetime, I have no other kind, even
though I am still full of ideas, illusions, fantasies, enthusiasm and
life. I have an inborn instinct of always learning more. I have al-
ways been guided by the maxim, which is so simple, but perhaps
more powerful than any other: “If only you could learn how to
learn.” Everything would be all right then! The problems would
come down to minimum. If everyone could abide by this maxim,
problems could simply come to null.

Anyway, my work is who I am, together with what I have been
through and with the enormous experience I have gained, without
which I would really be very poor. This is why I felt the urge to
share this experience of my life with you and to combine it with my
lifetime piece of work, i.e. my extraordinary object. As much as my
personal strength has allowed me, I've tried to express my feelings
and my self-acquired experience in art to the last millimeter of the
space, in a very original and unique way, different from anything
else known to this world so far. Every pore of the object contains
my emotions, expressed in a time when emotions practically don’t
exist, not only in my country, but also worldwide. A time in which
all the vices have taken priority, a time when morality has disap-
peared, a time when youth can't even imagine it hasnt always
been like this, a time when words like ‘friend’, ‘honest’, ‘earnest’,
‘faithful’, ‘serious’, ‘good-tempered’, ‘fair'... are almost never heard.
This is a time of democracy in which we often stop to ask ourselves
if it really exists or we are only forced to fake democracy, without
paying attention to how much of it we really experience or practice
in reality! A time in which we learnt nothing from the previous
bureaucracy (at the time, that's what we used to think of it and we
used to call it ‘bureaucracy’ instead of ‘democracy’). However, in
that past period of time you could not have succeeded unless you
had been honest, earnest, truthful, serious, good-tempered, fair,
moral...., whereas nowadays it is difficult to succeed in life if you
possess these characteristics.

This work of mine is a smack of today, a revolt against tomorrow.

I was inspired to write down these lines with no intention of
offending, degrading or criticizing anyone. The period that we live



beB MHCNMpuMpaH fa rv Hanuwam oBWe PefoBU, HE CO Hamepa
HEKOj Aa HaBpefaMm, OManoBaXaMm WAU UCKpUTWUKyBaM. lepuopot
BO KOj ce Haofame nMpaBu efHa YyfHa cuTyauuja, WTo co3faBa
YyoHW Jena unu Hepena, Kako cakate ccaTeTe me. A 3a fa ce
cthaTn oBaa orpomHa dunosoduja, notpebHO e Aa CTe YOBEK CO
MCKYCTBO 33 Aa MOXETEe BUCTUHCKM @ Fo cornefate MMHATOTO U fia
ja BuauTe ngHuHata. Toa e feN0TO: MUHATO, CEralWHOCT, UGHUHA.
[la ce 6opuTe co peanHocTa, U fa ro ulsenedyete HajoobpoTo 3a
CWUTE, M Aa UM ro Npenopavare Ha CUTE CO HAjUCKPeHU Hamepu, 6e3
pasnuka ganu Be cakaat unu He u ganu ce Bawwu nctomucneHnum
unu He. CeTo 0Ba, CO OrPOMHUOT penepToap Ha KOMNO3ULUMU Of
apXxUTeKTypa, AU3ajH U YMETHOCT Ha HEKOj HaYWUH e UCKaXaHo BO
CaMOTO MOE€ XWBOTHO [es10, KOeWTo He 3HaM 30WWTOo, Ce Hajae Ha
HajcTpaTelkKaTa soKaluuja Ha Mojata ApxasBa. M He mu e jacHo
30LUTO BO HEro Ce NOKA0NWja CUTe KOLKUYKM O, eleH OTPOMEH MO-
3anK W U3Ne3e MOeTo JieNo, [eNno, KOEWTo HajBepojaTHo, ol TyKa
na HataMmy, Ke ja WWpK Taa NO3UTMBHA EHepruja W eHTy3Mjaszam
WTO €ABaj M fia MOXaM fia v 3abenexam BO CpefuHaTa WTO HE
OKpYXyBa.

MouuTyBaHW YuTaTeNu, 3a fa MOXETe MOJECHO fa M aHanusu-
paTte cuTe OBME fieNna W YHUKATHWU YMETHUYKM AOCTUTHYBAHbA, KaKo U
MHOTYTE aBTEHTUYHMU CIMKU BO OBAa KHWTa, KOMLITO HaKpaTKo Ke Bu
6upar objacHeTu, fo3soneTe Mu fia Bu npenopayam aa ro npouutare
M0joT npe gen. Toa He € HUWTO APYro OCBEH efHa rofieMa BUCTUHA,
efHo ronemo “oBa cym jac”. W “oBa jac ro foxuseas” u “oBa meHe
MU ce cnyun”.

in has created a peculiar situation, which makes people do strange
deeds or misdeeds. Feel free to understand this as you wish.

In order to understand this great philosophy, you need to be
a person with experience so that you could truly perceive the past
and conceive the future. That is what is represented by my work:
the past, the present and the future.

The main idea that it conveys is to fight the (thought of) real-
ity and to pull out what's best for everyone; then to wish everyone
the very best most sincerely, regardless of the fact whether they
like you or not, whether they share the same opinions as you do
or not. All this, together with the wide range of architectural com-
positions, design and art, has been expressed by my work of life
which, I don’t know why, happened to be positioned on the most
strategic location in my country. And I also don’t know why, but
all the pieces from a huge mosaic fit in within the object perfectly,
and that’s how my piece of work originated.

I fancy that from here on, this work will most probably contin-
ue spreading positive energy and enthusiasm, which I'm aware is
very difficult to notice in the environment that we are surrounded
by now.

Dear reader, in order for you to be able to analyze all the pic-
tures and the unique works of art, as well as the many authentic
pictures contained in this book, that will be explained to you in
short, allow me to recommend reading the first part of this book
first. That part is nothing but the whole truth, one big “this is me”.
In other words, “this is what I have experienced” and “this is what
has happened to me”.



ABTOPCKa KpUTHKa

MOjaTa NUYHOCT M NMPUKa3HaTa BO LieNnHa, a 3a Aa bupe cé
_J OpUTMHANHO U 33 A3 Ce BMAM MojaTa pasNUYHOCT OA ApyruTe,
0Baa KHUra e HanuwaHa Haonaky. Wl cute ciuku noyHyeaat
Of, KpajoT, @ BUCTUHCKMOT KPaj € Ha MOYETOKOT. 3Hauu, ako BO MO-
jaTa KHMra no4yeToKOT € Ha KpajoT, a KpajoT e Ha CaMMOT MOYEToK,
3HauM JeKa KHMraTa Hema HU MOYETOK HU Kpaj. Bo MojoT cBeT cé e
GECKOHEYHO T.e. NPOAONKYBA O KPAjoT LWTO € HAa CAMUOT MOYETOK...
beckoHeyHoCTa HeMa HU Kpaj HU MOYETOK...

FJ 0 KHWraTa ce nomecteHu ¢otorpaduu Kou ja npukaxysaar

00 00 00 00 00

Ce npawyBam fanu Ha 0BOj NPOCTOP BOOMLUTO NOCTOM HEKO]j LWTO
Ke ja Aajie BUCTMHCKATA KPUTUKA 33 0Ba Moe Aeno. Hajmanky e 6utHa
KakBa Ke 6upe: noO3WUTUBHA MAM HeraTuBHa. Moxebu camo cym ce
3aHecyBan W CyM npaBen HewTo cayyajHo. Moxebu cym renujnael
WTO HaMpaBWUN HEWTO HEMOXHO. Kako v fa e, MojaTa KHUra Ke oT-
naTyBa HWU3 CBETOT 3a fa ja Ao6Me 3acnyxeHaTa kpuTuka. Ke 6upam
CpeKeH WTO U Aa ce Kaxe 3a Hea. EgHo e curypHo. Jac Hajgo6po ja
3HaM Hej3MHaTa BPEJHOCT, HO HEMaM NpaBo caM Aa ce oleHyBaM. Toa
He 61 Guno Bo pea.

Bo 0Ba Moe XMBOTHO Aeno ce MOKAonuja WecT KOMHLUAEHLUY
W AylaTta Moja e KoMMnieTHo cMmeHeta. OHa WTO jac ro 4YyBCTBYBAB,
TOa M r0 NpaBeB CEKOjAHEBHO CO HOBM WAeW, HAZOBP3yBaHM Ha npe-
TX0AHUTe. Tue Bo Hajronem fen ja ondakaa rnobanHata BU3Mja WTO
Gele BO MOjaTa rNaBa ylWTe 0ff CAMUOT NOYETOK. TelKo MOXKea Aa Me
carat oHue wWTo paboTea co MeHe, NyFeTo KOUWTo rvu 6eB HajMun of
pa3Hu 061acTH, KouwTo NpBnaT pabotea 6€3 HUKAKOB NPOEKT, LpTex
unu cnuka. Nm Benes:

- Be monam, paboTete wWwTo Ke BM Kaxam W Ke GueTe nnaTeHu.
[lpyro Heka He Be UHTepecupa.

CTpyjata, KaHanu3auujata, ekcTepuepoT, acafata, KiuMa-
TW3auujata, NOGHOTO rpeere, BEHTUNALM]aTa, U3onauujaTa, pBoTo,
TUNCOT, KAMEHOT, XeNne30To, HakapoT, bouTe, CTakNOTO, MO3aNLUTE,
VHTEpPUEepOT WTO cNlefyBalle BO NoapeaeHata nepdekuunja, rv rneaas
KaKo CKeHep ylWTe npea fia noyHam ga paboram. Toa He € MOXHO -
Mu Benea. TokMmy Toa Gelwe mojata uen. [la ro nokaxam v foKaxam
HEMOXXHOTO U fia r0 HanpaBaM MOXHO BO MOjoOT cBeT. Hemale HUKO]j
WTO MOXewe Aa Me pasbepe. Ce 06MAYBaB Ha MHOTY MECTa, HO HUKO]
He mu BepyBalle. Mu 3abenexysaa:

- He moxew Tu 6€3 CO0ABETHO yuunuwWwTe OAeAHAL, TYKY TaKa,
npeKky HOK, Aa HanpaBUL HEWTO CO WTO Ke KOHKypUpal OHaMy Kage
WTO ce jaByBaaT Nyfe WTO Beke Ce AOKakane, Co AUNNOMU U pe3y-
TaTu 3ag cebecu.

He cym ru notueHyBan Tue WTO ce WKonyBaHU. KoH HWB cym ce
OfHECYBAJ CO HajroneM pecnekt, 0COGEHO KOH YOBEKOT LITO ja U3-
paboTtu cTaTMKaTta U HOpPMaNHUOT NPOEKT, BP3 OCHOBA HA KOM Ce U3-
JafieHu A03BoAuUTe 3a rpaaba Ha objekTot. Ho camo Ao Tyka. W HuwTo
noseKe. HaTamy oHa LTO jac ro npaBaMm He Ce y4u BO yUUIMLWTE: AnU3a-
jHOT, pyWwaTa Ha NPOCTOPOT, KOMYHMKaLMjaTa CO CaMMOT NPOCTOP, na
MojaTa Ayla, TEXHUKUTE WTO MM U3MUCNYBAB BO UCTMOT MOMEHT Kora
paboTeB, onpefenyBakbeTo Ha MaTepujanuTe, HUBHUTE KOMOMUHALUM
Ha OPUTUHANEH HAYMH - HEBUAEH [OCEra, PeLlaBakeTo Ha NPoCTOpoT
WTH. Ha npumep, 4pBO HanpaBeHO 0f ene3o LWTO ro 3aMoTyBa Le-
JINOT NNT, @ 04 HEroBUTE rpaHku ce GopmupaaT GankoHUTE; NaToc

Author’s personal review

= he book contains photographs which reveal my personality
and the story as a whole, and in order to make everything
unigue and to indicate my difference from other people,
this book has been written backward. All the pictures start

from the end, and the real ending is at the beginning. Thus, if the

book starts from the end and the end is at the beginning, it means

that this book has neither an ending nor a beginning. In my world

everything is infinite, i.e. everything continues from the end which

is at the very beginning......

Infinity has neither ending nor beginning......

00 00 00 00 0O

I wonder if there is a single person from this territory who will
make a real review regarding my work. It is least important whether
the review is positive or negative.

Maybe I had just been deluding myself and had been creating
something incidentally. On the other hand, maybe I'm a genius who
has created something impossible to do, something which is one in a
million. In any case, my book will travel the world to get the deserved
review. I would be happy to hear any kind of review about it. One
thing is for sure. I'm the one who knows its worthiness best, but I
don't have the prerogative to evaluate myself. That wouldn't be right.

Six coincidences happened while doing this work and my soul
has been changed completely. I did only what I felt and I did it
every day with new ideas, which were continuance to the previous
ones. They covered most of the global vision which I had in my
head from the very beginning. People who worked for me found it
difficult to understand me. I hired people from different occupa-
tions who were working with no project, sketch or draft for the first
time. I would tell them:

-“Please do as I tell you to and you'll get paid. You should
not be concerned with anything else.”

The electricity, the sewerage, the exterior, the facade, the air-
conditioning, the floor heating, the ventilation, the isolation, the
woodwork, the gypsum, the iron, the copper, the colors, the glass-
work, the mosaics, the interior... everything has been taken care of
down to perfection, paying attention to every single detail. I had
scanned them in my head before I even started working.

“That’s not possible”, people would say to me. That was exactly
my idea. To prove that the impossible can be made possible in my
world. There was no one who could understand me. I tried many
places, but no one would believe me.

They would make comments Like:

-“ Without proper education, there’s no way you can do
something, just like that, over night. You can not compete
with people who have had the right education and diplomas
in that field and who have proven themselves by leaving a lot
of results behind them.

I have never underestimated those educated people. I have
always had nothing but greatest respect for them, especially for
the man who did the statics and the formal project upon which
I was issued the permission for constructing the object. But that
was all he did and nothing more. What I did afterwards, can not
be learned at school, including things like the design, the ‘soul’ of
the space, the communication with the space, then my soul, the
techniques I made up there and then, the choice of materials, their
combination in an original way - unseen so far, the configuration



OA HajTBpPAO APBO - KOTa Ce OAM NO Hero ce fobuBa YyBCTBO fieKa ce
rasu no namyk; CTakno BO MO3auK, U3pabOTEHO BO TPU AUMEH3UM
- AOCera HeBMAEHO UTH.

[la ro 3amucanw KpajoT, @ Aa CM Ha NOYETOKOT CO HajManky
neT A0 AeceT ¢as3n Bo CBOjaTa rnasa, Aa ce fobUe YMETHUYKO feso
M TEXHWUYKM pelleH NPOCTOp, CETO TOa He e MOXHO fa ce MpuKaxe
CO NpeTxofeH LpTex. Toa e efHa peka WTO Teye M ro Haofa cBOjoT
Hajaobap nmaT 3a fia CTUrHe [0 YTOKATa, a NOToa BO Hea Ce BneBaaT
NpUTOKM, Ce NojaByBaaT BOJAONAAN U NPenpeKu 1 cé oHa WTO ja Npasu
HejauHaTa y6asuHa. Cekoja npenpeka BO EHTEPUEPOT € Hajronemara
y6aBKHa 33 MeHe, MOjOT Hajy6ae Bogonad e cekorall BO HajroneMmor
npo6nem. Tyka e MojaTa HaTNPUPOAHA Xenba u UAeja WTo ro pelwasa
TOj Npob6JeM W ro faBa MOETO f1ef10 LWTO 3aBpllyBa CO Meka dhopma u
ja nmonHu pywarta. A Toa He ce yuu co yuunuwTe. Kora Ke nobapas
MUCNErE Of MOUTE BPabOTEHN UNM paboTHULM, ceKojnaT ro fo6MBas.
HusHaTa naeja belwe yncra, WKonNcka, b6e3 TexxuHu, 6e3 sogonaay, 6e3
penta Ha nputokn. Cekoe Melwarbe o, CTpaHa camo ro Harpybysaile
MoeTo Aeno. 3aToa MOpas Aa cobupam cunu U Aa ce TpyAam of, fHO-
TO Ha MojaTa Aylia Aa ro 3aBpliaM 0Ba [1e/10, BO KOELWTO Ce BHECOB
cebecu W ceta Moja MO3UTUBHA €HEpPruja, MOMOrHaT oA nyfeTo op,
pasnnyHN Npodecuu, KOMILTO HUKOrall He ro paboTesne OHa WTO ro
paboTea co meHe.

l'0 cO3[aBaB MOETO XWBOTHO AeNo. ViM BeneB Ha paboTHULMTE:

- He nnawerte ce, Tyka CyM jac , 0HOj WTO BepyBa BO YyAa W WTO
3Hae ga co3gasal”. MoyHyBaw W paboTuw WTO Ke TW KaxaM, aKo He
TV e jacHO BeAHal 3acTaHyBalwW W Ke me npawysaw. Tyka cym jac Aa
ro pewam npo6nemot. A Tv npofosmKysaL!

Taka co ocymMHaeceTMWHa Nyfe ro NMOYHaB fa ro rpajaMm MOEeTo
geno. TpyaB Of YOBEK Ha YOBEK, Ce BPTEB BO KPYr, BO LMK-LaK...,
BO3AWBHYBaB, Ce HEpPBMPaB, NLyes, BUKaB, 0bjacHyBaB, HapefyBas...
Llenn net roanHu, feHOHOKHO, ro NpaBeB 0Ba WTO ro rnefate. Muory
othopmMeHn yMeTHULYM cakaa Aa paboTat Ha Hero. Ho jac He ce corna-
cyBas. Cakas ga 6uzam jac Bo MoeTo aeno.

CnojoT Ha YyoBewWwTHHATa U YMETHOCTA M3BMPaaT of MojaTa AyLa.
Bo mojaTa notcBect Anaboko 6ea npucyTHW camo ABa nuaepu - Anek-
caHgap MakegoHcku u Jocun bpo3s Tuto, u egeH ymeTHUK - Cansagop
Jlanu. Nlupepute Bo 06j€KTOT HA CBOj HauMH CaKaB Aa MM HampaBam
3aCNyXeHO BeYHMW, @ YMETHUKOT, KOjLITO e efiHa Of MOUTe NeT KOMH-
LUMAEHLUW caMm ce NojaBu, HajBepojTaHo 3aToa WTO M Toj Tpebawe
pa 6upe BkaoneH Bo Hero. CknonoT Ha ceTo OBa, WTO Noce6HO ro
objacHyBaMm Bo 0OBaa MOja KHUTa, MUCNaM, ieKa ro NpaBu MOETO AeNo
yluTe NOOPUrMHANHO, NOHEBO3MOXHO. Ho curypHo e geka Toa Ke ru
noyyyBa WAHUTe reHepauuu. Tue of Hero Ke LpnaT MHCNMpaLum 3a
CO3/jaBatbe Ha HOBW OPUTUHANHM fena.

LlenokynH1oT cKion Ha HelwTaTa, NMpUKaXaHW Ha CBOEBUAEH
HauuH, fiejcTByBaaT NpuUjaTHO 3a YOBEYKOTO OKO, MOXebu noybaso,
NOEKCNPECMBHO Of, HEKOW ApYTY BUAEHM n3pasysarba. 0Ba ce [JOMKM
Ha KapaKTepoT Ha MojaTa AIMYHOCT Aa Guaam nopasnuyeH oj Apy-
ruTe.

Bo cuTe uHTepuepu wWwTo ru paboTeB NPETXOAHO, KOMYHULMPaB
CO MojaTa WHTYMLMja, CO MPOCTOPOT WTO Tpebale Aa ro 3af4oBoOAM
BKYCOT Ha MHBecTUTOpOT. AKo ce paboTele 3a NpocTop, HAMEHeT
33 UHAMBMAYANHA IMYHOCT, aKLEHTOT o CTaBaB Ha Herosarta Nncuxa,
BOAEjKM cMeTKa Aa 6uae npudateH o Apyrute. AKo Toa e jaBeH npo-
CTOp BO KOj Ke BneryBaar pasHu Nyfe u Ke yXuBaaT Cropej CBOjOT
BKYC, TOrall, BO 3aBMCHOCT Of} HAMEHaTa, UHTepuepoT belwe paboTeH
3a fia rv 3apoBonu nyfeTo WTo Ke ro rnepaar. Hekow genosu pejct-
BYBaaT NaAHO 33 [ia rO NOKaHW NOCETUTENOT Aa BNe3e W Aa CU 04u, fia
He npeyu, Aa He Ce 3a[pXKyBa BO NPOCTOPOT, fia NpaBy ryxsa. Nma nx-
Tepuepy LWTO AejCTBYBaaT TOMO, WITO NPUBNEKYBAAT Aa CE[HE YOBEK,
Aa ce pacnonoxu, Aa yX1Ba Nofonro Bo HUB. Taka Co MHOTY YyBCTBa
Ce cO3/iaBalle OCHOBHATa BWU3Mja, HafOrpafeHa Co pef pelleHunja u
peanu3aluuu Ha WAEeW, 3aBUCHW Of, CaMMOT MPOCTOP, BUCUHA, Kyba-
Typa, TEXHWYKA U3BeA6a M CETO TOA 3a4MHETO CO EMOLUM U YMETHOCT.
Taka peleHUOT NPOCTOP 3payu, NieHyBa, BOOAYLEBYBa, PacLuHMpa,
npuBieKysa...

Nma mecTo M 3a KpWUTMKa, 3a KBanuduKaunja feka ceto Toa

of the whole space, etc. For instance, a tree made of metal, which
surrounds the elevator and its branches constitute the balconies;
a floor made of hardest wood, but when you walk on it you feel as
if you were walking on cotton; a vitreous mosaic, manufactured in
three dimensions - never seen before, etc.

To picture the end while you are still at the beginning with at
least five to ten phases in your head, to create a work of art and a
technically well-arranged space, is not an easy thing to do, neither
is it possible to be done based on a previously made sketch. It is a
river which flows freely and finds its best way to reach the delta,
whereas it is being run into by tributaries, and there are also wa-
terfalls and barriers on its way, i.e. everything that contributes to
its beauty. Every barrier in the interior is the greatest beauty for
me; my most beautiful waterfall lies always in the biggest problem.
My supernatural desire and idea help a lot, because they solve the
problem and make the work be finished in a smooth, delicate form
which fulfills the soul. These things can not be taught at school.

Whenever I would ask my employees or workers for their opin-
ion, I would always get it. But their idea was plain, school-learned,
with no curves, no waterfalls, no delta with tributaries. Every in-
terference from aside would only worsen my work. Therefore, I had
to gather all the strength I had and try very hard, from the bottom
of my soul, to finish this work in which I had put my heart and soul
and all my positive energy. I have to mention that I was helped
by people from different vocations, and that they had never before
worked on what they were working on with me.

I was creating my lifetime piece of work. I used to tell the workers:

-“Don’t worry about anything, cause I'm here, the ‘one who
believes in miracles and knows how to create’! You start do-
ing what I tell you to, and if there’s anything that is not clear
enough, you stop immediately and come to ask me. I'm here to
solve the problem. And you only need to go on working.”

And so, with the help of eighteen people, I started constructing
my work. I would run from one man to another, I would go around
in circles, then back and forth...... I would sigh, get mad, curse, vell,
explain, give orders... For five whole years, day and night, I was doing
what you are looking at now. Many famous artists wanted to work on
it, but I wouldn't agree. I wanted for my work to represent me.

The mixture of humanity and art originates from my soul. Deep
down inside, I thought of only two leaders - Alexander the Great and
Josip Broz Tito, but also of another artist - Salvador Dali’. I wanted to
make the two leaders immortal in my own way, because they had de-
served it, and the artist was one of the five coincidences that appeared
along the way, probably because he was also meant to be included.
The fusion of all the things that I describe in this book separately is, in
my opinion, what makes my work even more original and unequaled.
However, I'm sure it will be a guideline for future generations. It could
inspire them to make new inventive works of their own.

The whole structure of things, presented in a unique way, are
pleasant for the eye, perhaps even more beautiful and more ex-
pressive than some other forms already seen. All this is due to the
character of my personality to be different from others.

In all the interiors I had been doing before, I used to communi-
cate with my intuition, with the space that was supposed to satisfy
the investor’s taste. If it were a space appropriate for an individual,
I would pay attention mostly to the person’s psyche, bearing in mind
that it was also supposed to be acceptable for others. If it was a pub-
lic space where different kinds of people would enter, then, depend-
ing on its function, the interior was created in such manner that
it would satisfy the people who would be looking at it. Some parts
seem ‘cold” in order to invite the visitor to come in and leave, not
to disturb anyone, not to stay inside too long, not to make a crowd.
Some interiors seem ‘warm’, intended to invite someone to sit down,
to feel relaxed and to enjoy them for a longer period.

Thus, the basic vision was being created with many feelings, up-
graded with a line of solutions and realization of ideas, depending on
the space itself, the height, the cubic dimensions, the technical perfor-
mance, and all this ‘spiced up’ with emotions and art. A space integrated
like this fascinates, attracts, astonishes, makes an impression...

There’s also room for criticizing, for giving this work a qualifica-



e ,ku4”. Ho camo 3a oHue wTo He ro pasbupaar aenoto. Opbpa-
HaTa e BO camoTo fAeno. Toa e ofpa3 Ha Mojata nMyHocT. Hes-
UCTUHCKUTE ecTeTU W OHWE, KOUWTO He ru pasbupaar paboTute,
pnaboko Ke nafaat Bo ctanuua. Camu Ke ce omanoBaxyBaarT, He
cthaKkajkm peka tne ce ,kuy”. HajagekBaTHOTO pelleHne HA Cno-
jOT O NPaKTUYHOTO, TEXHUYKOTO U BUCTUHCKN YMETHUYKOTO MOXKE
Ja npousnese camo Npu HeorpaHuyeHata cnobopa Ha u3pasy-
Batbe Ha YMETHUKOT, HeroeaTa cnocoGHOCT fa ja cnou ceojaTa
BM3Mja WU KapakTep co peanHoTo. OHa WTO ro nocakyBame cute
BO CEKOj NpocTop, BO AOMOT, KadeaHaTa, TeatapoT W CA., WTO ro
LOXWBYBaMe CeKojoHeBHO - ybaBMHATa, yKMUBarbeTo Ke ce Hajaar
TOKMY BO 0BOj 00jeKT.

Mpu3Haeam. He foOMB B33 33 A3 MOXKAM LIENIOCHO [1a CE JOKaXaM
Camo nopaau TpUTe OCHOBHM PaboTW: BpeMe, Mapu, WHBECTUTOP.
3Hauu UM MU Beflea HaMpaBM MM HEWTO 33 ABa MeceLd, UK Hanpasu
MU HEWTO 3a AeceT unjagu eBpa, UM NaK UCKOMMIEKCUPAHUOT UH-
BECTMTOP MM CTaBalle OrpaHuyYyBarba - He BaKa, aMu Taka, Moxe 1 6e3
0Ba UTH. Kora cakaB Ja HanpaBaM HELWTO OPUTUHANHO, UM BENEB:

- Be Mmonam, ocTaBeTe Me Aa HanpaeaMm, ako He Bu ce fonafHe, He
nnakajte mu!

HanpaBue okony neTHaeceT KyKW M HEKONKY jaBHW 06jeKTW BO
Kou enBaj Bo 9 oo 10 NpoUeHTM MMale HewWTo OPUrMHANHO, WTO
BpeJelle 1 Ha Koe cuTe My ce BocxuTyBaa. [Mopaaw o0Ba, cobpas cuiu
W pelwuB Aa ro 0CTBapaM CBOjOT XMBOTEH COH M [a HanpaBaM HeWTo
wTo Ke OMAEe TaKBO KAKBO LITO jac Ke cakaM, He BOAEjKM CMeTKa HU 3a
BpeMe, HU 33 Napu, HU 33 CUJIN..., HO BO efjHa FPaHMLA WTO MOXaM Aa
ja nogHecam. Toa ce osue 250 KBagpaTHWU MeTpy WTO M U3paboTus
6e3 LpTexX, NNaH UaK CKULa.

Bo egHa Kkyka, koja cama no cebe e cKyanTypa, NPoCTOPOT ro
NNaHUpaB 1 aAanTMpas eKCTEPUEPHO U UHTEPUEPHO CO cUTE aTpuby-
TW WTO I'M COHyBaB. TeXHUUYKMOT AieN1 TO CMOMB CO NPaKTUUYHOCT. Cekoj
JeN Of NPOCTOPOT r0 peluB OfAENHO, BO 3aBUCHOCT 0f T03, KOj Ke
*uBee Bo Hero. CeTo Toa ro 06/MKyBaB CO YHUKATHW fena v aeTtanu.
HapBopewHocTa 1 BHaTPeLWHOCTa ce crnouja Bo efHa ronema npuka-
3Ha, TKaeHa HU3 LeNOKYNHOTO paboTerbe, WTO Ke ja 0TCAKMKYBA MojaTa
Jylua BO CeralwHoCTa, MMHaTOTO U GECKOHeYHOCTa.

tion of being ‘kitsch’. But only by those who do not understand it.

The justification is in the work itself. It mirrors my personal-
ity. Untruthful aesthetes and those who do not understand things
would fall into a trap deeply. They would only degrade themselves,
not realizing that they are the ones who are ‘kitsch’.

The most adequate solution of merging the practical, the technical
and the truly artistic, can only emerge from an unconstrained freedom
of expressing oneself, i.e. of the artist’s ability to unite his vision and
character with the reality. What we all want to see in any space, at
home, in the theatre, in the cafeteria, etc., what we take pleasure in
every day - beauty and enjoyment, will also be found in this object.

I must admit I was never allowed to express myself fully, only be-
cause of these three basic things: time, money, investor. They would
either tell me to do something in two months, or to do something for
a certain amount of money (like ten thousand euros), or the investor
full of complexes would put a lot of constraints - dont do this, do
it like that, you can do it without this or that etc. Whenever I would
want to make something original, I would tell them:

-“Please, let me do my job. If you don't like it, don’t have
to pay me!”

I have worked on about fifteen houses and on several public
objects, which possessed only 9-10 percent originality, something
that was worthwhile that everyone admired.

Because of this, I plucked up strength and decided to make my
lifetime dream come true. I wanted to create something that would
be exactly as I wanted it, regardless of the time, the money or the
strength I would spend, but within a limit that I could take. This
dream came true in these 250 square meters that I created without
a drawing, a plan or a sketch.

In a house, which is a sculpture itself, I have planned the
whole space and have adapted it both externally and internally
with all attributes. I combined the technical part with practicality.
Each part of the space has been dealt with separately, depending
on who was going to reside in it. I modeled all that with unique
works and details. The exterior and the interior part merged in one
big story, ‘told” throughout the whole constructing period, which
mirrors my soul in the presence, the past and infinity.






AsTo6uorpacuja

ofeH cym Ha 25. II 1963 roguHa Bo 3eHuua BO TOrawHa

r Counjanuctuuka Penybnuka bocHa v XepuerosuHa. TaTko Mu
M Majka MU NOTeKHyBaaT oA cenoto bnatey Bo McTouHa Make-
LOHK]a.

MojoT Tatko powon Bo Ckonje Kora G6un Ha TpUHAECETroAMWHA
BO3pacT, CaM, CUpakK, 6e3 TaTKo M 0CTaBEH Of CBOjaTa Majka Kora uman
CaMo YeTUpY FrofMHM. Bo XMBOTOT He MOCTUTHAN MHOTY, MAaTEPUjANHO
PeyYncu HUWTO, HO CO3AaNn rofiem 6poj Ha CKPUNTU WTO [0 AEHEWHU
IOHU Ce M3y4yyBaaT BO MeTanyprujata. Bosu Benocunepn, 3aBapeH
Ha OCyM MecTa, Hema Bo3ayka fo3Bona. Moxebu e efuHCTBEHUOT
KOjLITO €O CpefiHO 06pa3oBaHMe Apxen pabOTHO MECTO Ha UHIKEHep.
Bo npeTxogHMOT CUCTEM KAaKO HE3aMeHNWB CTpyytak paboTen Bo
YenesapHuuata o Ckonje. Mako matepujanHo cnab, 6e3 aBTomo-
61, TOj HEMAN HWKABM TPUKK, OUN MHOTY CpeKeH M He 3Haen 3a
360poT “HecpeKkeH". Toj e Mery peTkuTe Nyfe, a MOXeOU U eAUHCTBEH,
KOjWITO CO CBOjaTa OrpOMHA YECHOCT W MO3UTUBHU KapaKTEPHU LpTH
W UHTenureHuunja, paboten Kkako uHxeHep. Bo Bpemeto Ha Couujan-
M3MOT 33 HEroBOTO PabOTHO MeCTo, MOrOHOT BO TOMfaTa BaflaBHULA
B0 Xenesapa, 6e36poj natu ce obuaysaa fa ocnocobar ob6pasosaH
WHXXeHep, Ho He ycnesaa. 3aToa Taa paboTa My ja foBepuja Ha TaTKo
MW, MaKo Gelle co CPeAHO yYunuLTe U Taka 4o AeHEeCKa ja fobuBa u
neH3mjaTa - MHXKeHepcka. Ja BMETHyBalle KapTuuaTa ABa 4yaca npep
NnoyYeToK Ha paboTHOTO BpeMe 3a A3 MOXe WTO noseke Aa Aaje of
cebecu. Cekoja Beyep ofielle Ha CBOjOT BeJONCUE[ BO KOHTPO/A Ha
OKONy CTO U YeTupueceT BpabOTEHM, @ 3a Toa He JoOMBALLE CKpLUEH
AuHap. Ho v He 6apalue maTepujaneH HafoOMeCT UK Harpaga 3a CcBo-
jOT TpyA, ako Gewe u3bpaH 3a Hajronem ekcnepT BO CBOjaTa CTpyKa
U ucnpateH aa obyyysBa paboTHuuu Bo [lyHajsapow Bo YHrapuja.
Hukojnat He ce ckapan co HUKOrO, 3a HEro HempujaTenu He NocTojar.
He Moxejku fia Me U3B/ieYe 0 OFPOMHUOT CrET Ha Npo6aeMu BO KOU
Ce HajAoB, eAMHCTBEHOTO HEWTO CO WTO MM MOMOTHA BO JXMBOTOT €
HEroBWOT reH WTO o HACNeAMUB Of Hero.

PopeH cym Bo 3eHuua, 3awTo, npeky Hawarta YenesapHuua Bo
Ckonje, MOjOT TaTKO ro UcnpaTuse Ha paboTa BO ToralwHara Hajronema
enesapHuua Bo Jyrocnasuja u Ha bankaHor.

Majka My e eHa o ceno co oCHoBHO 06pa3oBaHue, 6e3 paboTHO
MCKYCTBO, AOMaKuHKa. YeHa TMNnWYHa 33 efHO BpeMe, Kako u cute
Apyr1 nomakuHku. CKpOMHa, MOBMEYeHa, CMOKOjHA, 3a[l0BOJIHA Of
TOa WTO ro uMa. Hukoraw He ru pasbpa nakomute nyfe. MoctojaHo
Ce FPUKM 3a MEHE U MUCIW fieKa NPEMHOrY CyM Hanpasun v Tpeba aa
pabotam nomanky. Ho Bo oBa Moe Aeno 3a NpBMaT BO MOjOT XKMBOT
pabotam cpekHo. cnonHeT cym co OrpoMeH eHTy3ujasaMm M Ccekoja
Beyep JIerHyBaM co cnaTka MMCNa, Yekajku fia ce nojasu HOBUOT JeH.
A HOB [JieH - HOBA WAHCa CO MOUTE HOBU MAEH, NPETOYEHU BO YMET-
HOCTa CO KOjalTo Ce 3aHWMaBaM, Aa peanu3upam HOBO [0 WTOo Ke
Me Hanpasu npecpekeH. YwTe HewTo 3a MojaTa Majka. Taa e xeHa co
rnaBHa fieBM3a Aa He Ce NaKoMU BO XMBOTOT, a cpekata u y6aBute
HeWTa fieKa He ce BO napute u 6oratcTeoTo. HejanHaTta egHOCTaBHA
napona e: - He 6uau nakom ako cakaw aa 6upew cpeken! Kako u tar-
KO MW, Taa HUKOjnaT He u3pasu xenba fa uma bapem egHa HajobuyHa
KO/13, @ KaMONU KaKBo BMI0 Apyro NYKCy3HO CPeAcTBo. Mako e MHory
e[HOCTaBHA U HeAOBONHO 06pPa30BaHa, Taa cenak uMa HewTo GUTHO
Bo cebecu. Ha mnagu rogutu 6una Hajybasata feBojka BO CENOTO U
ja nocakysane HajboratuTe, Ho Taa OANy4YMNa Aa Ce 3eMe CO TaTKO MU.

Autobiography

= was born on the 25" of February 1963 in Zenica, in the
then Socialist Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina. My fa-
ther and my mother come from the village Blatec in Eastern
Macedonia.

My father had come to Skopje alone at the age of thir-
teen. He was an orphan, without a father, and his mother had left
him when he was only four. He hasn’t accomplished much in life,
materially almost nothing, but he has made a great deal of scripts
that have been used as education books in metallurgy up till now.
He rides a bike, welded in eight places. He doesn't have a driver’s
license. He was probably the only person that held the job position
of an engineer with a certificate for secondary education. Being an
irreplaceable expert, he used to work for the ironworks factory in
Skopje in the previous system. Even though he was financially weak,
and had no car, he didnt have any worries. He was a very happy
man and the word “unhappy” didn't even exist in his dictionary. He
is among very few people, if not the only one, who had all positive
features such as great honorability and intelligence and worked as
an engineer. In the socialism, people had tried many times to train
a qualified engineer for his position in the plant, but they had never
succeeded in doing that. Therefore, my father had been entrusted
with that position, although he had only had secondary education,
and so he still receives a pension of an engineer.

He would insert the electronic card two hours before his work-
ing hours actually started, so that he could give more of himself.
Every night he would go round to the factory on his bike to check
on about a hundred and forty employees, without getting a dime
for it. He didn’t ask for any financial compensation or any kind of
reward for his effort, even though he had been chosen as the great-
est expert in his field and sent to Hungary to train other workers.

He had never had a fight with anyone in his life; there are no
enemies for him. Being unable to get me out of the troublesome
circumstances I had got myself into, the only thing he did help me
with in life was the gene I inherited from him.

I was born in Zenica because the ironworks factory in Skopje
had sent my father to work in the then biggest ironworks factory in
SFR Yugoslavia and in the Balkans.

My mother is a countrywoman with only primary school educa-
tion, with no working experience, i.e. a housewife. She is a woman
typical for a past time, just as any other housewife. Modest, bash-
ful, peaceful and satisfied with what she has had. She could never
understand greedy people. She has always been worried about me,
thinking that I have done too much and that I should work less.
However, the effort I put in this work fulfills me pleasantly, and
working on it makes me happy. I am full of great enthusiasm and
every night I go to bed with a happy thought in my mind, waiting
for the next morning to come. Each new day - is a new chance for
using my new ideas, transformed into the art I make use of to cre-
ate a new thing that would make me thrilled.

Another thing about my mother, which I forgot to mention
before, is that her main motto in life is not to be greedy, because
happiness and good things never lie in money and wealth. Her
maxim is simple: “Don’t be greedy if you want to be happy!” Just as
my father, she had never expressed a desire to even have an ordi-
nary car, not to mention any other luxurious thing. Although she is
very simple and undereducated, she still possesses something very
important within herself. When she was young, she was the most
beautiful young woman in the village and was proposed to by many
rich men, but she still decided to marry my father. When making up
her mind, her brother gave her a crucial advice:

-“Smilja, if you want to have an easier life, marry Dushko
in Skopje. All the rich men that want to marry you here, will



Mefy apyroto, 3aT0a WTO HE3MHWOT 6paT ja nocoseTyBan:

- CMuIbKe, aKo CaKall Aa XUBeel MONeCeH XWBOT 3eMU Ce CO
Jywko Bo Ckonje. OBge 3a cuTe Goratawm wro Te 6apaar Ke Tpeba aa
paboTuL 3a Aa UM ro 3ronemui 6oraTcTBOTO.

3a Majka MM KOMNJETHO € 3acTaHaTo BpemeTo, 0cobeHo no
npawareTo co cTapeereTo. Cute WTo Ke ja cpeTHar, WTo Ke ja BugaT
He W rv [aBaaT rofMHWUTE WTO MM MMa NOopagu HEj3MHMOT MNAfJoONUK
usrneg. Taa BOONWTO He e NPOMeHeTa 0 BpEMeTO Kora buna Hajyba-
BaTa [1eBojka BO cenoto. M Hejse 1 Gnarogapam WTo Me poauna u
MW FO MpEeHena CBOjOT reH, Na 1 jac ce YyBCTBYBAM MNaj U U3rnefam
MN3AoNUK.

Toa e 3a mouTe popuTenu u 3a moute reHu. Cera fa noyHam cé 3a
cebe oTKako nametam 1 3anametysam. Ke nounam ga Bu packaxysam
OA BpPeMeTo Kora cyMm Gun HajMan, of Mojata YeTMpUrogulHa [0
cefymMrogMiiHa Bo3pacTt. MaHMpuTe WTO MM UMAB KaKo MOUTe Jpy-
rapy Ha TOJIKy Mana BO3pacT, KyIMMHKUPaa BO NOAOLHEXHMOT NEPUOL
Of MOjoT XuBOT. [oHeKoraw NOMWUCIYBaB 3apeM e MOXHO fa CMe
Gune TONKY paHO MpefofpefeHu 33 OHA LITO HE YeKa MOAOLHA BO
XMBOTOT?

Ho na He 36opyBam 3a HUB, TyKy 3a meHe. OBa ro KaxyBam 3a ja
o6jacHam HelwTo WTO ce oAHecyBa Ha MeHe. Ce cekaBam fAeka ywTe
BO NPBO OAfie/IeHWe rO HaLpTaB MOPTPETOT Ha MojaTa Majka. Cute
MOM C/IMKM WTO rW 3paboTyBaB, yuuTenKata He rv npudakawe u
Beslelle Ha MajKa MU:

- He my uptajte Ha peTeTo, nywTeTe ro camo fa Haupra!

Majka mu ru yBepyBalle geka cam upTam. Tue He BepyBaa U 3a-
Toa opmupaa Komucwuja npep koja, ywre Ha cefym roauHu, Mopas
[a foKaxyBaM fieka "Toa cym jac”. Ce cekaBam Kora no matemaTuka
pelwasas 3agauvu no cobuparbe. Tpu jabonku v aBe jabonku ce egHak-
BM Ha neT jabonku. EAMHCTEBHO jac rv 6oeB jabonkuTe U yuutenkara
HaMecTo NeTKa, M1 cTaBalue net nayc. Cute MOM LpTEXM 3aBpLUKja Ha
u3nox6a. A aeka “reHot Boaa He 6uayBa” foKaxyBa M GAKTOT WTO
1 MOjOT CPeieH CMH UCTO Taka mopalue aa upTa npeg Komucuja. Cera
VUUIMLITETO MY OPraHU3Mpa U3n0X6M KaKo Ha Hajroem YMETHUK BO
cBojaTa reHepaumja. Cekoj geH ciMKa UCTO KAaKO WTO CAMKAB U jac
[0 3aBplyBareto Ha OcHOBHOTO yuunuwTe. OBa ro HaBefyBaM CaMo
KaKko NOAATOK 3a [ia ja MCTAaKHAM MOjaTa reHeTCKa HaKIOHEeTOCT KOH
yMeTHoCTa.

0pn, YYMIMWHKMOT NEPUOJ MHTEPECEHO 33 MEHE € U OHa HeybaBo-
TO WTO ro HanpaBuB KOra of, YeTBPTO OAAeneHue (Me yyewe efHa
yuuTeNKa) NOMUHAB BO NETTO OAAeneHue. 3a cekoj npeameT Mmas
nocebeH HacTaBHWK. BoonwTo He MOXeB Aa ce npucnocobam Ha Ta-
KOB HaYMH Ha HacTaBa W ofefHall MOjOT OANMYEH yCrex ce NpeTBopH
BO KaTacTpoctaneH. [,o61BaB cnabu oLEHKM, na fypu UMaB U HEKONKY
efuHuLM. [loma, cocem HOPMasHO 3a MeHe, He UM KaXKyBaB Ha MOMUTe
poautenu. Mu Gewe crpas. Hanpotus, ce danes feka cé e Bo peg.
Moxam aa noTBpAaM fieka BO NpBO BpemMe TUe MU BepyBaa.

Ho pojpe meHoT Ha npBaTa poauTencka cpepba. Cute poautenu
6ea M3BECTEHM CO NOKaHa Aeka Tpeba Aa NpuCyCcTBYBaaT Ha Taa cpej-
6a. MokaHaTa ucnpaTeHa o TaTKO MU M MajKa MW He CTUTHA 3aLTo ja
“3BafMB Of CaHAAYeTO W ja UCKWHaB. Ho v nokpaj Toa, poputenute
[03Haa 3a 0Ba Of, MOWTE WKOJICKM pyrapu. TaTKo My ce cnpemalue Aa
nojae Ha pogutenckara cpeg6a. Cu nomucnus:

- lto pa npaBam? He e MOXHO, a ¥ He cakaMm a nOMUCNAM WTO
Ke ce cyuun Kora Toj Ke flo3Hae 3a MouTe cnabu OLeHKU. A yxuBaB
ronema gosepba Kaj Hero, Na 1 Kaj Majka Mu.

MouHas fa pasmucayBam Kako Ke ro pewam npobnemot. Hajpo-
6pOTO WTO MOXEB Aa rO CMUCNAM Ce ClyYM BO METOKOT MO YacOBUTE.
[la ocTaHaM Bo y4MNUIWITETO, Aa CE CKPUjaM U Aa ro yKpaaaM AHEBHUKOT
OA KaHuenapujata. 3Hauu, Ke HeMa HEBHUK 1 BO NOHELENHUKOT HeMa
[a MOXe Aa ce OAPXM poauTenckara cpepba. Hanpasus cneuujanHa
KopMua BO cuHa 60ja 3a fia ro CTaBaM AHEBHUKOT BO HEa, 33 CEKOj
cnyyaj. [la He Me BMAM HEKOj W Aa ro npenosHae 3awWwTo Toj bewe
co upBeHu Kopuuu. Kako Hamucnus, Taka n Hanpasus! OTKako cute
ro HanywTKja yYunuwTeTo, e4eH Yac NoAOLHa, ro 3efj0B AHEBHUKOT
u ce npedpnus npeky npos3opeuoT. [0 OAHECOB U ro 3aKonas BO

also want you to work for them hard to make their wealth big-
ger.”

Time has completely stopped for my mother, especially when it
comes to growing old. Whoever sees her, can never guess her true
age because of her younger-looking appearance. She has not really
changed from the time when she was the most beautiful young
woman in the village. I have her to thank for giving birth to me
and for passing on her genes, because of which I feel young and
look younger.

That was all about my parents and my genes. I'll continue my
story by telling you all about me, ever since I can remember. I'll
start from the time when I was very little, from the age of four until
the age of seven.

The manners I had, just as my friends did at that early age, cul-
minated in the later period of my life. Sometimes I would stop to
wonder if it was possible for us to be destined for what was coming
ahead from such an early age.

But let me cut the story short and tell you more about myself.
I'm telling you this because I need to explain something concern-
ing myself. I remember when I was in the first grade of primary
school, I drew a portrait of my mom. The teacher would not accept
this drawing, or any other drawing I had done on my own, saying
to my mom:

-“Don’t do the drawing for your son, let him do it by him-
self”

My mother tried to convince the teacher that I did draw every-
thing by myself, but she refused to believe it. Finally, they estab-
lished a Commission before which, even when I was only seven, I
had to prove that “that was me”.

I remember when I was learning about addition in mathemat-
ics. Three apples plus two apples equals five apples. I was the only
pupil who painted the apples and the teacher would give me an
‘A+ instead of an ‘A’.

All my paintings or drawings ended at an exhibition. And to
prove that “genes are not water” (this is an expression we have in
Macedonia), my second son also had to prove the ‘authorship” for
his own drawings before a Commission. Now the school organizes
exhibitions for him as the greatest artist in the generation. He
draws and paints every day, just as I did until I finished primary
school. I mentioned this solely as pure information, to emphasize
the genetic predisposition towards art.

Another interesting detail from my schooldays was a ‘naughty’
thing I did when I started going to fifth grade primary school. Up
to the fourth grade I had only one teacher for each subject, but in
fifth grade everything changed. I had a different teacher for each
of the school subjects and I couldn’t get used to this new way of
teaching. Suddenly, my excellent achievement became a disaster.
I started getting low grades, and I even had several ‘F's. Naturally,
for me that is, I didn't tell my parents about it. I was afraid of tell-
ing them the truth. Instead, I told them that everything was just
fine. I can openly state that they believed me at first.

Anyway, the day of the first PTE (Parent-Teacher Evening)
came. All the parents were informed by a formal invitation that
they should attend the meeting. The invitation sent to my father
and mother never actually reached them, because I had taken it
out of the mailbox and had torn it apart. However, my parents
found out about the meeting from my school friends. My father was
just getting ready to go to the meeting, when I thought:

-“What am I going to do now? It can’t happen and I won't
even think about what might happen when he finds out about
my bad grades.”

My father had great confidence in me, and so did my mother.

I started thinking about how to solve the problem. The best
solution I could come up with was supposed to happen on Friday
after classes. I was supposed to stay at school late, hide some-
where unnoticed and steal the record book (that is the book which
contains the list of pupils/students where teachers record their
grades and attendance) from the teacher’s office. There would be
no record book on Monday and no PTE subsequently. I made a spe-
cial blue cover to put the record book in it, just in case. If anyone
saw me, he wouldn't recognize what I was carrying because it had
red covers. That's what I did! I waited for everyone to leave the
school and, after an hour, having taken the record book, I left by
jumping from a window. I took it away, buried it under a bush and
covered it with rocks.



efjHa rpMyllKa, a NoToa ro NMOKPMB CO KaMera. TaTKO MW OTUAE BO
VUUIULITETO, HO, KaKO W CUTE [pyru poauTenu, ce Bpatu foma 6e3
HUKaKBK MHdOpMauuu. PoguTenckata cpepba He Gelle ogpxkaHa no-
paan Hemarbe fHEBHUK. Toral C1 NOMUCIMUB:

- A wTo cera ako Me oTKpujat?

He nomuHa gonro Bpeme, no Tpu feHa, Hebojwa - eaeH og moute
Lpyrapy - Me CPeTHa U MU Benu:

- Ej, 30ku, 3Haew wro ce cnyym syepa? Co Mepo, urpajku dyabdan,
TONKaTa HU Bie3e Bo efjHa rpMyluka. bapajku ja Tonkata, ro HajioBme
LHEBHWKOT 3aBUTKaH BO CUHA KOpuLa.

Taka npobnemoT 3a MeHe MPOJOMKM CO WCTaTa AMHAMUKA.
[IHEBHMKOT ro BpaTWja BO YYMAMWTETO M BeKe HapefHaTa Hepena
NoBTOPHO belue 3aKaxaHa poauTenckara cpenba, a co Toa NPoOAONKH
1 MojaTa aroHuja u 6opbara 3a cnac o4 HacTaHata cutyaumja. Cmuc-
JIMB NAIaH - eNMHCTBEHOTO pelieHue 3a MeHe Gelwe nak Kpaxba Ha
LHEBHUKOT. Ha coceM UCT HauWH ro N3BaaMe AHEBHUKOT OA KaHuen-
apujata. OBoj mar ro cTaBMB BO MieX, BO efjHa NpocTopuja of Ky-
jHaTa, Kafe WTO rM HOCea NlenyukbaTa 3a MCxpaHa Ha feuata. [o
HeycnewHaTta BTOpa poAMTeNncKa cpeaba cnepysalle HacMeBKaTa Ha
poauTenuTe u 360poBuTe:

- MoBTOpPHO HEKO] O yKpan fHEBHUKOT!

Ho T0j nak 6ewe 6p30 npoHajAeH v belue 3aKaxaHa 1 TpeTa poau-
Tencka cpepba. E, 0Boj naT MHOry cepuo3Ho opJlyuMB [a ro pelam
npo6nemoT foKpaj. Ja CHUMMB LenaTa cuTyauuja, Kako ia Besam Bo
KaHuenapujata o4 yYuauwTeTo U Kako AedUHUTUBHO Aa o YHULWTAM
OHeBHUKOT. Kora ce HajooB BO KaHuenapujata kage WTO CToelle
LHEBHWKOT, BO YUYMIUWITETO MMALLE MHOTY YMCTA4yKM U NOYYBCTBYBAB
OMacHoCT Aeka Ke 6uaam oTkpueH. Bo T0j MOMEHT ce npefoMucivB
W ja CMeHWB opnyKaTa; HaMecTo fa ro yKpajgam JHEBHWKOT, ro OT-
BOPMB Ha MOjaTa CTPaHWLA W M WCKMHAB [BaTa NNCTA, HA KOWLWTO
Gea 3anuwaHW MMUHATA Ha OCYyM- MUHA y4yeHuuu. PopuTenckara
cpenba KOHEYHO ce oApXKa M Ha HeKOoj HauuH Taa bewe ycnewHa.
bes cnaceH. Ho 0cHOBHWOT npobnem u noHatamy Gelle NpUCYTEH;
BO YYMNULITETO NPETNOCTABYBAA 4eKa OHOj WTO ro yKpan JHEBHUKOT
€ UCTUOT OHOJ WTO FM UCKMHanN U cTpaHuumuTe. 0BOj NaT ce TunyBalle
Ha efileH o, OCYMMHATa, KOMWTO Gea 3anuWaHN Ha LBeTe UCKUHATK
cTpaHuum. Ho, ywTe BefHaw cute 3Haeja AeKa HajCOMHUTENHWUOT GeB
jac, 3aToa WTO Of NPeTXOLHMOT OANUYEH ycnex cera 6eB co cnabu
OLEHKM U eguHULM. Ha nctute cTpaHuum Gewe 3anuwaH 1 Hajcna-
61oT yyeHuK Bo knacot - Cnase [lumoBcku. Nmawe peset eguHuuy.
AKO ce cnyum Aa ja uuTa KHUraBa, ypM cera Ke MOXe Aa ja fo3Hae
BMCTMHATA 33 OBOj HACTaH.

Pacnnetor npogomku. Bo yuunuwreto pojme mwunuuuja. Hu
Ce 3aKaHM fJeka Hajaobpo e BUHOBHMKOT Aa NMpU3Hae caM Ha TOj
HauYMH WTO Ke Hanule Ha INBYE KAfle Ce CTPaHWULMTE Of AHEBHUKOT.
JlnByeTo Ke 6upe cTaBeHo BO KyTWja, 3a€{HO CO CUTE ApYru INBYMUIbA
OA fieuaTta Bo KnacoT. Taka HUKOj HeMa fa AO3HAe, HU POAUTENUTE
HU yYeHuunTe, Koj e Kpageuot. Taka Ke ce fobujaT oueHKUTe Ha
ocymTe Aeua. Mo HeKONKyAHEBHO W3jacHyBarbe, cuTe NUBYUHbA Gea
HeraTMBHW. Jac, efMHCTBEHWNOT BUHOBHWUK U Kpajel, Ha JMBYETO
nuwyeas: 3opaH Wnues, He! Ha HapepHuoT cocTaHok, og Munuuu-
jaTa ce 3aKkaHuja feKka BO yYymiuWTeTo Ke AOHecaT Kyye BONYjak u
TOa N0 MUPUCOT Ke ro oTKpue KpageuoT! PasBpckata co fHEBHMKOT
Tpaelue MOWHe AONTO, @ BO MefyBPeMEeHO NoCTojaHo yyes. MoyHaB aa
Bo6MBaM OAJMYHU OLEHKM, 3anuliyBaHW BO HOBMOT AHEBHUK. EpeH
L€eH NOBTOPHO A0jAoa of MunuumjaTa n pekoa feka oBa e NocieAeH
JeH Ha “rnacareto” Ha NUBYE W JOKONKY KpafeuoT He ce npujasu
[0 NMeTTWOT yac, Ke fojaat aa ro 6apaat co Bonyjak. Bo Toa Bpeme
Ha TeneBu3ujata urpawe cepujata “Yetupute TEHKUCTM U necot”.
Bo rnaBHaTta ynora 6ewwe necot BoaYjak KOj CO CBOETO AyliKarbe ru
npoHaofale cuTe Tparu U ja pelasalle cekoja mucuja. Bo uenata
cuTyaumja GeB ynnaweH M NocTojaHo Ce NpalyBaB Aanu € MOXHO
Kyye Aa ro oTKpue KpagewuoT no Tonky AeHosu. He 6eB curypeH wro
ga npasam. O MUHyTa BO MUHYTA, CUTE LUENOTea:

- Ke nojme Munuumia co Ky4yeTo no neTTMoT yac.

N36paB norpewHa oanyka: ce npenpasuB Aeka Me 60iu cToMa-

My father went to the PTE, but just like all the other parents,
he went back home with no information. The meeting had been
canceled due to not having a record book to report the grades
from. Then I thought to myself:

-“What if I get caught?”

Three days went by when a friend of mine called Nebojsha saw
me and said:

- Hey, Zoki, do you know what happened yesterday? Pero
and I played football and the ball strolled down to a bush.
When trying to get the ball out of there, we found the record
book wrapped up in a blue cover.

And so the problem reappeared for me. The record book was
sent back to the school and another PTE was rescheduled for the
following week. This prolonged my agony and the struggle to find
a way out of the new situation. I came up with a plan - the only
solution for me was to steal the record book again. I did it exactly
in the same way as before. This time I put it in a basket where they
kept pupils’ snacks, in the kitchen of the school cafeteria.

After the unsuccessful second meeting, the parents left the
classroom smiling and saying:

-“Someone had stolen the record book again!”

However, it was discovered very soon this time and a third PTE
was scheduled soon. This time I decided to deal with the problem
very seriously, I was determined to put an end to it. I “recorded”
the whole situation, I thought carefully about how to enter the
teachers’ office and how to destroy the record book for good. When
I got in the teachers’ office, there were a lot of cleaning ladies
around it at the time and I sensed that I could be discovered. At
that moment I changed my mind and instead of stealing the record
book, I opened it and I tore two pages with the names of eight
pupils on them, among which was my name, too.

The PTE was finally held and, in a way, it was successful. I was
saved. However, the main problem was still there; they suspected
that whoever had pulled out the two pages from the record book
was the same one who had stolen it before. This time, they enclosed
the “circle’ to only those eight pupils from the missing pages. I think
everybody knew from the very beginning that it was me who was the
most suspicious one, because from an ‘A" student I had really wors-
ened my achievement with bad marks. There was another pupil whose
name was on the two missing pages, who had even worse grades than
mine. He was the one with the lowest achievement in class. He had
‘F's in all subjects, and if he happens to read this book, he is about to
find out the truth about this event after all this time.

The outcome was as follows. Police came to the school. They
told us that it would be better for the ‘offender’ to confess himself
by writing down on a piece of paper where he had hidden the
missing pages. The piece of paper was to be put in a box, together
with those from all the other pupils from the class. This way no
one would ever find out, neither the parents no the pupils, about
who the thief was.

After several days of filling in the box with pieces of paper, all
the answers on them were negative. As for myself, the only truly
guilty thief, I wrote on my piece of paper: Zoran Iliev, not me!

The police were brought to the school again. This time they
threatened us by bringing a police dog which would find the thief
by the smell!

It took a really long time for the police and the teachers to
finally reach the conclusion about the missing pages from the re-
cord book. Meanwhile, I started learning hard and getting all good
marks, which were now recorded in the new record book.

Police came to the school again one day and they told us that
this was the last time they would give us the chance to own up
for the misdeed by writing it down on a piece of paper. If nobody
came forward until the end of fifth class, they would come back and
search everybody with a police dog.

There was this TV serial “The four tank men and the dog” going
on at that time. The dog had the main role and it would solve any
situation by finding the traces sniffing. I remember being terrified
just by thinking about it, wondering whether it was possible for a
dog to find a thief even after so many days. I wasn’t sure what to
do. Each minute I would hear my co-pupils whisper around me:

-“The police are coming after the fifth class.”

I made the wrong choice. I decided to pretend I was having a
stomachache and left the school after the fifth class. Even though
I knew everybody would be suspicious of me, having a child’s mind



KOT W ro HanywTuB yYuAUWTETO No neTTvoT Yac. Nako cthatms aeka
BMUHaTa Ke ce npedp/iu Ha MeHe, cenak Kako fieTe O4Jy4MB TaKa, na
noToa CW peKos:

- AKo He pojnart co Kyue, 3Hauu naxar. [ocne Ke ce COMHeBaaT BO
MeHe, aMma Toj npobnem Ke ro pewasam noHatamy. Konky HUBHO “fa”,
Tonky mMoe “He".

Ce cnyuu WTO Ce cnyyu, HApeAHUOT AeH OTUAOB HA yYUNULLITE CO
MuUCnaTa BO MojaTa rnaea - ako 6ugam 06BMHET, 33 XMBA rNaBa Hema
Ja npu3Haam. 3a Lieno oBa BPEME, MOMTE OLiEHKM Gea nonpaseHm, Mo-
joT ycnex bewe oannyeH, HO BO 04MTE Ha cUTe jac 6eB KpaaeLoT.

3a pa 6upe Tparegujata ywTe noronema, MuaMLMjaTa npaselle
npeTpec BO NOAPYMUTE HA MojaTa 3rpajia M Hajae napuuka of
CTpaHWULMTE WTO NPETXOAHO W 3ananue. Mo3aukoT Gewe peuucu
CKJIOMEH M HOPMAJIHO, MOA CUNEHNPUTUCOK, CUTE TO OYEKYyBaa MOETO
npusHaHue. Toralw ce CNy4YM HEWTO HEOYEKYBAHO, OHA LWTO U JeH
JeHecka Me criacyBa BO NOC/TefHATa MUHYTA KOra CUTE HAfeXU ru
ry6am - cpekata. Hajcnabuot yuyenuk [. C., 3anuMwaH Ha mojaTa
CTpaHuLa of, LHEBHUKOT, Gelle efieH of, OCOMHUYEHUTE YIUTE HA Ca-
MWUOT MOYETOK, HO CO MOMan NPOLEHT BO OJHOC HA MeHe, 3aToa WTO
Benele:

- 3owTo jac 61 ro kpagen AHEBHUKOT KOTa CUTe 3HAaT AeKa MouTe
OLLEHKM ce eanHuym!

N Taka u Gewe, T0j MMawe peseT eguHuuu. Ho, Bo ucTo Bpeme
Gewe u rnaBHUOT "MaHryn” Bo yuunuwreTo. Mmawe fesojka Koja ce
BUKalle Bepyue, eAMHCTBEHMOT BO NETTO OAfeNeHMeE WTO UMALLE AeBO-
jka. Toa 3a Hac ocTaHaTuTe Gelwe He3aMUCIMBO, AOTONKY NOBeKe WTO
HalaTta napanenka ro u3y4yysalle pycKMOT ja3uk U UMaBMe caMo ABe
aesojunta. Ha cekoj man oamop Ha [. C. my poarawe feBojkata u
cakajku aa ce HanpaBW MaHryn egHaw i ce notanun Bo AoBepba feka
TOj ro yKpan [HEBHUKOT M ja 3aKOMHaN T0a [ia He ro KaxyBa HUKOMY.
HeHapejHo Toj ce ckapan co Hea u ja HaTenan. Bepue, HeMajku Kako
Aa My BpaTu, 0TULWNA Kaj AMPEKTOPOT 1 ro npujasuna cnyyajor. Pekna
geka [. C. 1 npu3Han geka T0j e KpaLeLoT Ha AHeBHUKOT. [lnpekTo-
pot ja nosukan munuuumjata u [. C. ro ogHene ga ro cocnywysaat
BO NpucycTBo Ha Bepue, panu HasucTuHa 1 ce danen. Taka [. C.
Gewe 06BUHET 3a Kpax6a Ha AHEBHUKOT U C/Iy4ajoT 3aBpLUM CO €fHA
rofiema HeBuUCTMHa. Moxam aa npusHaam fieka Gewe Hedep o4 Moja
CTpaHa BO CMTyaluMjaTa of Koja Ce U3BNEKOB Ha CMeTKA Ha MOj HEBUH
Apyrap Kojwro Hactpaga. loToa cuTe BO KNacoT MU ce W3BMHYBaa
Kako Moxene aa me ocypysaat! W geH geHecka me nporoHysa Muc-
n1aTa, cBp3aHa co Toj cnyyaj. Tpebawe Aa ja npu3Haam BUHATA, HO,
eTe, leTe KaKo fieTe, CYM [JOHes TakBa oAfiyka. ToNKy MW ceyen yMmoT.
Ce cekaBam MHory ao6po Kora He ja npu3HaBas BuHata. Cu mucnes:

- N Taka Toj MMa feBeT eaMHMLM, @ M NPABO AA CU KaxKeMe, He Gele
Hekoj ronem apyrap! He rnepawe co cumnatum KoH gpyrapute!

Toraw cu J0O3BONMB Ja NMpUMaM W3BUHYBare Of Apyrute feua
u ga 6uaam HeBMH BO LenaTa Taa cuTyauuja. Mucnam feka eauHcT-
BEHMOT WTO 3HaewWe fieka jac cym BUHOBHMKOT Gewe [l. C. Cekoraw
Kora Ke ce CeTeB Ha OBOj HaCTaH, KOH Hero YyBCTBYBAB rpu3ere Ha
coBecTa fieka 6e3 BMHa belwe npornaceH 3a BuHoBeH. Kako U pa e,
aKo oBaa kHWra pojge po pauete Ha [l. C. MHory 6u cakan ga mu ce
jaBu. JInyHo Ke my ce M3BMHaM No TPUECET U YETUPU FOAUHU U Ke My
Ce peBaHWMpaM Ha Moj HauuH. MpaBaaTa Ha HeKoj HauuH ke Buge
3a[l0BOJIEHa, @ UCTOBPEMEHO M Ke MU NajiHe TOBApOT Of AyliaTa.

0p MOeTo [eTCTBO MMa ylTe efeH MHOTy 6uTeH HactaH. Og man
npojaByBaB MHTepec KOH neyaneweto napu. Bo Metanypruckoto
VYuIuwWTe, WTO Ce Haofalle f[O MojaTa 3rpafa, 3abenexas feka
paboTHMLMTe WTO 3aBapyBaa pa3Hu paboTu rm 0CTaBaa eNeKTpoauTe
HE3aCOJIHETU U 10 HWB MOXeLle [1a Ce CTUTHe CO CaMO €fHO PUMHY-
Batbe npeky orpajata. bes 3Haere Ha HEKOro, Cekoj AeH 3emaB no
ABE [0 TPU eNeKTPOAM U T KpueB BO nogpymot. OTkako cobpas no-
rofiemMa KosM4YMHa eNeKTpPoAM, NpoleTaB HU3 TPafoT 3a Ad UCIUTaMm
Kage ce paboTu co 3aBapyBatbe 3a fia rv npopagam. Hajpos egHa
rapaxa Bo Koja paboTelue efieH YOBEK W TOj MU BETU JeKa Ke MU gage
napu LWTO BO TOa BPeMe, 33 MeHe, 6ea HaBMCTUHA ronemu. Mu Gewe
CTpaB Ja 04aM caM Ha [oroBopeHaTa cpefba, na ro BUKHaB GpaT My

I still decided that was the right thing to do. I told myself:

-“If they don't bring a police dog in here, it means they
were lying all the time. They would probably doubt me later,
but T'll deal with that problem when the time comes. If they
point their finger on me, I'll deny everything.”

I went to school the next day as if nothing had happened. I
had this idea in my head that if anybody should try to accuse me of
anything, I would never admit to it. Not even if my life depended
on it.

As I mentioned before, I had already improved my grades and
made a great progress regarding my achievement, but I was still
the thief in the eyes of everyone.

To make the tragedy worse, the police searched the basement
of my building and found little pieces of the pages I had burned
before. Almost all pieces of the puzzle were put together and under
a lot of pressure everybody expected my confession. Then, some-
thing completely unexpected happened, something that follows me
everywhere I go and saves me at the last moment when all my hope
is gone - and that is LUCK.

The pupil D.S., who had all straight ‘F's and was one of the
eight from the missing pages, was one of the suspects from the
very beginning, but nobody really believed that he would do any-
thing like that because, as he said:

-“Why would I steal the record book when everybody knew
I had straight ‘F's?!”

And he was right.

Unfortunately for him, he was known as the main “scamp” in
the school. He had a girlfriend called Verche, and he was the only
boy in fifth grade that had a girlfriend. For the rest of us, this was
unthinkable, even more so because of the fact that in our class
there were only two girls (due to the fact that we were studying
the Russian language).

D.S.'s girlfriend would come to our class during each of the
short breaks between classes, and trying to be a “scamp” in her
eyes, D.S. had bragged to her in confidence that he had stolen the
record book, but made her swear not to tell anyone. Meanwhile, he
and Verche had had a fight and he had slapped her. Wanting ven-
geance, and not having anything better to get at him with, Verche
went to the principal’s office and reported the case. She told him
that he had confided to her for stealing the record book. The prin-
cipal then called the police and they took D.S. to be interrogated
in Verche's presence, to admit whether or not he had really bragged
about the theft. Thus, D.S. was accused of theft and the case was
closed with a huge fabrication.

I can admit that it was truly unfair on my part, to get away
with something unpunished to the detriment of an innocent friend
who took the blame. Moreover, everybody in the class apologized
to me afterwards for even thinking of accusing me!

Even today, the thought of this event still haunts me from
time to time. I know I should have admitted my misdeed and taken
the blame for it, but as a child I wasn’t thinking that way. I was
only trying to get away with it without being caught. I distinctly
remember the time when I wouldn’t admit the blame. I was trying
to justify my decision by thinking:

-“ He had nine ‘Fs, and to be frank, he wasn’t much of a
friend! He wasn’t sympathetic towards his friends!”

I allowed myself to accept the other children’s apologies and
to look innocent in the whole situation. I think that the only one
who knew that I was the responsible one, was D.S. Every time I
think about this event, I feel my guilty conscience ‘biting” me.
Nevertheless, if this book somehow finds the way to D.S.’s hands, I
would really want him to call me. I would like to apologize to him
in person, after thirty-four years, and I would make it up to him in
my own way. Thus, justice would be served and it would take the
load off my chest.

There is another very important event from my childhood. Ever
since I was very little, I started showing interest in making money.

I noticed that in the School for metallurgy, which was next to
my building, the workers who used to weld things there, used to
leave the electrodes exposed and one could get to them just by
jumping over the fence. Without telling anyone about it, I would
take two or three electrodes every day, hiding them in the base-
ment afterwards. After I had collected a sufficient amount of elec-
trodes, I took a walk around town to find out where they worked
with welding in order to sell them. I found a garage with a man



U efieH fpyrap. 3aefHo rv 3eflOBMe eNIeKTpOANTE 0o NOAPYMOT, a A0-
roBopoT Hy Gelwe napute aa ru nogenume. Camo WTO CTUTHABME TaMy,
MOXebW 33 neT MWUHYTW, fojae munuuujata. BeaHaw cdartus aeka
YOBEKOT HE MpujaBun, 3Haejkn feKa eNeKTpoauTe cMe ru ykpane. Bo
1CTaTa rapaxa umalue u Apyr 3aBapyBay Koj peye:

- EnektpoauTe ce pacunaHu, nywreTe rv geuara.

Ho He "ynann” v MunuuaeuoT 3efe NopaToLM of Apyrap M1 1 O4
6pat Mu. MeHe Kako HajMan M LeTe CO HaWUBHO NULE He Me NeruTu-
Mupaa. Taka uenuot npobnem Gewe npedpieH Ha HUB, a jac Kako
rnaBeH BUHOBHUK NOBTOPHO Cce cnacue. Ho 3BneKoB efHa noyka:

- [loBeKke kpapame, Hema!

PenaTtuBHO 6p30 ja HayyuB NekuujaTa Aeka Kora Toraw cé ce oT-
KPWBA W Narata U Kpafiererto Ce HelWTo co Koe TpeGa Aa ce pacyucTu.
Mucnam aeka Toa bele NOCAEAHOTO HEYECHO A0 WTO ro HanpaBsus
BO MOjOT )XUBOT.

NmaB 1 apyro foxuByBare Kora MMae gecet roauuu. Co apy-
rapuTe UMaBMe CKPMEHO BO efieH NofpyM egHo “knynye”. Cobupasme
NUKaBLUM MO yAULM, OAEBMe BO “KIyn4yeTo” 1 yyeBMe Aa NyLUMe Lur-
apu. bpat MU ro oTKpu Toa 1 NOYHa Aa Me yLEHYBa feKa Ke Me Kaxe
Ha poauTenute. MNMocefyBaB efeH Man HOX WTO HOHCTOMN FO HOCEB BO
(yTpona u co Hero yxuBas fa pesbapam apea. Bo T0j MOMeHT, cu
NOMMUC/NB:

- HoxoT e Bo chyTpona u co Hero Ke ro yapam 6pat mu no rp6!

Bo TOj MOMeHT, ciydyajHo dyTponata neTHa Ha efHa CTpaHa, a
HOXXOT Ce 3apu BO HeroBata Hora. HoxoT He Gelue a peyew ronem,
HO LleNnoTo ceyuno ce 36pua Bo HerosaTta Hora. bpat mu noyHa fa
BMKa. O CTpae BMKAB M jac 1 TOA MOrnacHo of Hero. [lojae coceTka-
Ta, My CTaBM TYTYH Ha paHata, ro NpeBp3a v Taka 3aBplun HecpekHaTa
cnyyka. OTToraw na HaBaMy He J03BOJIMB TOj MOPOK WTO Ce BUKA LnT-
apa Aa CTaHe u aa 6upe aen og meHe. Toa Gelwe pa3nukarta of MouTe
ApYrapy, KOUWTO OCTaHaa CTPacHM Nylwayu, a U MojoT 6part, KojwTo
MasKy nojolHa o HEMUIWOT HACTaH, Ce NPUKIYYM KOH OBOj NOPOK.
W cera e cTpacTeH nyway. O cekoe 310, NOPOK UAU APYTO HETATUBHO,
aKo ja U3B/neyew Noykata, MOXe [ia CTEKHewW LiBpCTa Bosija. Toa e oHa
WITO CaKaMm Aa ro nopayam:

- AKo HayuuwWw Aa yuuw, npobnemuTe ce HamanyBaaT MaKCUMAHO,
a MOXe M fia M cHeMa.

0p mojaTa feceTTa rogvHa na HaeaMmy, CTaHaB rofem “kuuow”,
OAHOCHO nomopaap. MakcumanHo ce TpyaeB OKOMy MojaTta ¢pu3ypa,
rapaepo6a u mojot gobap usrnen. Hekage Bo TMe rof1HM Ce U3rpaaus
BO JIMYHOCT, KOjalUTO KpajHO MHOTY ja Mpa3u HenpaBAata, a 3a CMeTKa
Ha TOa ja caka MpaBMYHOCTA U ApyrapcTBoTo. [lpyrapute Mu cTaHaa
rnaBHa oncecuja. MHory ru cakae cuTe: COCeau, NocTapu U NomMnaau
W YKWUBAB CUMNATUM Kaj ronem 6poj nyfe. Kako u cekoe apyro gete
MW ce cnyyyBaa pasHu paboTtu. bu n3gBoun egHa cnyyka, NpomsBog
Ha MOjOT KapaKkTep, Ha YoBeK WTo npudaka pusnum.

EneH geH 3aegHo co GpaT MU U CO AipyrapuTe pelBMe Aa OfuMe
u fia nnuBame Bo Bappap. Mefyce6Ho ce danesme feka cute 3Haeme
Ja nnuBaMe, Mako HemaBMe abep o nauBatrbe. Mps ce NPUMOAUKMB 40
pekarta koja bewe MHory HagojaeHa v 6p3a. Ha rnac pekos:

- Opgam fa npo6am ganu e nagHa Boaara.

Kora ja cTaBuB fecHata Hora BO BOAATa, TIOTO MOA NeBaTa Hora
nponagHa M ce cAu3Hae Bo 6p3uTe Bogu Ha Bappmap. Pekata me
noBJieYe W HArno NoYHa fa Me HocU No cBojoT TeK. MoyHas fa TOHaM,
nponarae yfony v NoBTOpHO UcnauByBas yrope. EfHocTaBHo cdaTus
Aeka ce aasam! HecBecHo M MHCTUKTUBHO He roiTas BoAa U ce 6opes
CO peKaTa KoMKy WTO MOXEB U He MOXeB. Bo eileH MoMeHT ru 3gorne-
AaB apyrapute u 6pat mu. Tpyaa no MeHe no kpajbpexjeto, a 6pat mu
nnavewe u BuKawe. Kako 1 MHoOrynatu BO MOjOT XKMBOT, 3a6enexuB
BO Nnoc/efieH MOMeHT. beB 3aKayeH 3a HewTo U Me TerHewe. Toa Gewe
efeH pubap koj cnyyajHo, nosejku, me hatun Ha cBojaTa jaguua. Jaa-
MLaTa ce 3aKauyuna 3a MojaTta Kowyna 1 YOBEKOT Tpyalle no MeHe. Mu
ja nopage Tpckata 3a ga ce ¢atam, ja CTerHaB LBPCTO U TOj nosieka
Me M3BJNleye of nanaesata peka. Ce YyBCTBYBAB HYW XWB HW yaaBeH. U
Toa belle Hekoja cpeka MW NOBTOPHO WUrpa Ha cyabuHaTa Koja He
[03BONIM f1a MU C€ C/Iy4YM HAjNoWoTo.

working in it, and he promised to give me some money for the
electrodes, which at that time, was a lot for me. I was afraid to
go there alone, so I took my elder brother and a friend of his with
me. We took the electrodes from the basement together, and the
deal was to share the money afterwards. As soon as we had arrived
there, the police came out of nowhere. I realized immediately that
the man had reported us to the police, knowing that we had stolen
the electrodes. There was another man in the garage who tried to
save us by saying:
-“The electrodes are defective, let the children go.”

However, this didn’t work. The police officer took my brother’s
and his friend’s personal information and IDs, but not mine. I was a
little kid for him with an innocent face, so he let me go. Thus, the
whole problem was blamed on them, and I got away with it again,
even though I was the main felon. Still, I drew the moral:

-“No stealing ever again!”

I learned my lesson relatively early that sooner or later every
misdeed is discovered, and that stealing and lying are immoral
things you should do away with. I think that was the last dishonest
thing I have done in my life.

I had another adventure when I was ten. My friends and I had
found a “little club” (that’s what we used to call it) and had been
hiding it in the basement of a building.

We used to collect cigarette stubs from the streets; we would
go to the “club” and learn how to smoke cigarettes. My brother
found out about it and started threatening me that he would tell
my parents. I owned a little knife that I used to carry around with
me all the time in a quiver and I enjoyed carving wood with it. At
that moment I thought to myself:

-“The knife is in a quiver and I will hit my brother in the
back with it!”

Suddenly, the quiver fell down on one side and the knife
stabbed my brother in his leg. It wasn't very big, but the whole
blade was stabbed in his leg. My brother started screaming. Panic-
stricken, I was screaming even louder than he was. The neighbor
must have heard all the screaming, she came to the spot, put some
weed on his wound, put a bandage over it and that’s how this mis-
fortunate accident ended.

I have never let that vice called a cigarette become part of me
ever since. That was the difference between me and my friends,
who stayed passionate cigarette smokers, and the difference from
my brother who, a little while after this accident, became also in-
volved into this vice. He is a passionate smoker even now.

If you draw the moral from each badness, vice or any other
negative thing, you may get a tough will or determination. This is
the message I would like to send:

-“If you learn how to learn, the problems will lessen and
they may finally come to a null.”

At the age of ten and onward, I became a great “dandy”, i.e.
fashion-conscious. I paid a lot of attention to my hairstyle, the
clothes I was wearing and my good looks. Somewhere in those
years, I grew up to be a person who deeply despised injustice,
whereas on the other hand I cherished fairness and friendship.
My friends became my greatest obsession. I loved everybody very
much: the neighbors, older people, young people and a lot of peo-
ple found something likeable about me as well.

Different things happened to me as to any other child. I'd spec-
ify one of them, which I believe happened due to my character of
a person willing to take risks.

One day, my brother and I, along with our friends, decided
to go swimming in the river Vardar. We bragged about who was
a better swimmer, even though none of us knew how to swim. I
was the first to approach the river that was very deep and rapid. I
spoke aloud:

-" I'm going to check if the water is cold”.

Just as I had put the right foot into the water, the ground
under my left foot went down and I slid into the rapid waters of
Vardar. The river pulled me in and all of a sudden it started carrying
me in its flow. I started sinking, going down and floating up to the
surface again. I realized I was drowning!

Instinctively and completely unconsciously I tried not to swal-
low water and I tried to struggle with the river as much as I could.
In a flash, I saw my friends and my brother. They were hurrying to
follow me on the coast along the river, while my brother was crying
and screaming.



- Gana 1 gobap yoseky! OBa Hema HMKojnaT fa T ro 3abopasam!
- My PeKoB, a T0j Me npaLa:

- Kape xuBeete, kafie na Be ogHecam?

- He, He Tpe6a, unuko! AKo fo3HaaT MouTe Ke HE HaTenaar.

N Taka ynnaweHu cu oTMA0BME AOMA.

Bo paHOTO A€TCTBO MMaBMe U APYru TaKBU WK CIMYHU CYYKM,
NOBP3aHW CO MEHE U MOMUTE fpyrapu.

Cera 61 ro cnomeHan 1 BpeMeTo 0 MojaTa TPMHAECETTa [0 WeCH-
aeceTTa roguHa. Toraw 3ano4YHaB eHa HOBa XWBOTHA eTana - nybep-
TeToT. Harno 3anoyHa fa Me nHTepecupa rapaepobarta, u3neryBare-
10, napute. Ho, 3a xan, Hemalwe HUTy rapaepoba Huty napu. Toa me
HaTepa MHOTY paHo fa 6apam Hekoja paboTuLia, na kakea 6uno. Ako
HEKOj 0f ApyrapuTe HEWTO HAaCAyWHeLle, KaxyBalle U CUTe OAeBMe
4a pabotume, He npawysajku wro. Camo 1 camo fa 3apaboTume HEKO]
auHap. WctoBapysaeme wekep Bo dhabpukata "EBpona” u jarneH Ha
"JlokoToBapHaTa cTaHuua”. Bu Benam, pabotesme wWTo Ke Hajaeme u
6eBMe HajcpekHM aKo 3apaboTeBMe MO HEKoj AuHap. [oxuBeas Kyi-
MWUHaLMja Ha cpeKa Kora, efleH [ieH, TaTKO MU Me npala:

- Cakarte nu co 6pat ™1 aa pabotute Bo “Kenesapa” 3a BUKEHAOB,
Kora He CTe Ha yuunuwre?

Cekako npucdatueme Ge3 pasMuciyBate W eABaj yekasMme Aa
noyYHeMe, MaKO TaTKO MU HE npepynpenu feka oA uena dabpuka,
K0jawTo Opou YeTupuHaeceT unjafu BpaboTeHU, Taa paboTa HUKO]
He ja caka. beeme ynopHu geka moxeme Aa ja pabotume. Tpebawe
Ja ja uucTume BMCOKaTa neyka. Toa He € HUWTO APYro, amu BO
NpoLEecoT Mo TONeHETO Ha XKeNe30To efieH Aen of JOWOoTOo Xeneso
TaKkaHape4yeHO 3rypa ocTaHyBa BO BUCOKATa Neyka v Bo hasa Kora cé
ylTe e Tonio Tpeba co NUWTONM Ha BUOpaLMM Taa fia Ce KpLu napye
no napye. MpuToa ce CTOM Ha APBEHU CaHAANN BUCOKM [iBAECET CaH-
TUMETPU W CO ApBEHA BUMA Ce (pna UCKpLIEHATa 3rypa BO KOMMUYKA.
MpocTo KawaHo - 4uCTere Ha Nevyka Ha efeH HajnpuMUTUBEH
HauuH. He moxam pa Bu ro onuwam WoOKOT Ha HawuTe nua Kora ce
npubankuBMe 1o “Konkunata”’- 6a3eHOT NOJH €O 3rypa, Aebena efeH
meTap. Tonon 6paH co yap HE 3anNMCKyBalle M 3ajyllyBalle yuwTe
OA camuoT noyetok. Mpoueayparta 3anoyHyBalle CO CTaBarbe Macka,
aszbecTHo “ogeno”, 3emarbe NUWTON HA BMOpPALMK, APBEHU CaHAANM,
LPBEHa BUNA U NOTOa BeryBake Bo 6a3eHoT fa ce pabotu. He moxe
Aa ce o6jacHu Toa WTo HE Yyekawe. Momucnue:

- OBOj naT Hema fa U3gpxam.

Cenak, noyHaBme fia pabotume. N3apxasme “MakcumanHo”, 6pat
MU peuuncH Liein iBa fieHa, a jac HewTo nomanky. NoToa npekpaTueme
co paborata, He MoxeBMe noHatamy. Toa 6ea MouTe NpBW KPBaBO
3apaborenu napu. [lobpo ce cekaeam, ywTe Kora NpUCTUrHaBMe BO
"Yene3apa”, HeKou of paboTHMUMTE O NO3APaBYBaa TaTKO MU U o
npalysaa Kafie cMe ce ynatune.

- Ogume aa ja unctume 3rypata of 6aseHute! - UM ofrosapalue.

bea BYUYAOBUAEHM 1 He UM BEpYBaa Ha CBOUTE 04K. AMa ce Clyuu
M TOa - YIWTE efjHO YeNuyete M ejHa Mana WKoMa 3a Toa KoMKy e
CypOB XMBOTOT. Ho ywTe cym cpekeH v ropp WTo ja npudaTtueme Taa
paboTa 1 ce TpyLeBMe KOJIKY LITO MOXeMe noBeKe a cpaboTume.

OTTyKa HaBaMmy cnefyBa BPeMeTO BO KOe pa3MUCyBaB Aa Hajaam
nofo6po peweHue 3a ga fojaam no napu. Cekoraw Kora Ke nobapas
OA TaTKO MW Napu, Toj MU BeneLe:

- Cenu, CMHKO, fia TU NOKaXaM, Cé fia 3HaeL.

Ma noToa Ke Me cefHele 1 Ke MU ro OTBOpELLIE CBOjOT NefaHTHO
BOJEH TedhTep U HEKONKYTE NAUKOBU Ha KOW belle HanMIWaHoO: BOA,
CTpyja, CTaHapuHa, paguo 1 Tenesusuja, fybpetapuHa, YNCTAUKa, .....
neb, mneko, 3ejTuH, wWekep, 6palHO, U TyKa Herge 3aBpllyBale Le-
nara nnata. W wro cera jac fa 6apam?

Taka, MojoT cnepieH yekop belwe fABojHO kopuceH 3a meHe. Co
e[HO Lpyrapye noyHaB Aa onam 3a Wtanuja. o npaBeB oHa WTO Me
npuenekyea. MaTyBaB ¥ noneka 3anoyHae fa HaBlerysam BO CBe-
TOT Ha MOAaTa U BU3HUCOT, KOjlwTo BO BpemeTo Ha Coumnjanusmor ce
BUKawe 1 "weepy”. lpyrapyeto 4o6po 3Haele WTO 3HA4YM Aa 0auLW
BO MTanuja - 3emja KojawTo cé ywTe ja Kpeupa mopata BO CBETOT.
Ce kynyBaa HEKONKY aKTyenHu paboTu Bo Toa Bpeme: dapmepku,

As many times before and afterwards in my life, it was not until
the last moment that I had realized something. This time I realized
I was attached to something that was pulling me out. It was a fish-
ing line of a fisherman who had accidentally caught my shirt and
was also trying to save me. He handed me the fishing line, which I
grasped tightly, and slowly pulled me out of the rapid river flow. I
felt neither alive nor drowned. It was either luck again or a game of
destiny which did not allow for the worst to happen to me.

-“Thank you good man! I will never forget what you have
just done for me!”, I said, and he asked:

-“Where do you live? Can I take you somewhere?”

-“It won't be necessary, thank you very much. If my par-
ents find out about this, they will surely beat us up.”

Scared as we were, we left home immediately.

In the early childhood we had other such or similar events, that
had to do with my friends and me.

Here I would mention the period from my thirteenth to my
sixteenth year. That's when I started a new phase in my life - pu-
berty. I suddenly started being interested in clothes, going out and
money. Unfortunately for me, I could not afford to have beautiful
clothes because I had no money. That made me start looking for
any kind of jobs that would come the way at an early age. If any
of my friends heard anything about a job, he would tell us all and
we would all go for it, without asking questions about what kind of
a job it was. The only thing we were concerned with was earning
some money. We used to unload sugar in the factory for sweets
“Europe” and we also unloaded coal at the freight train station. I'm
telling you, we would do whatever job we would find and we were
blissfully happy if we made some money.

My happiness culminated when my father asked me one day:

-“Do you and your brother want to work for the ‘Ironworks’
factory for the weekend, when you're not at school?”

Of course we accepted without thinking twice and we could
hardly wait to begin working, although my father warned us that
out of fourteen thousand employees in the factory, nobody wanted
that job. We were determined when trying to prove that we were
capable of doing it. We were supposed to clean the tall furnace.
During the process of dissolving the iron, part of the defective
iron, the so-called slag, stays on the walls of the tall furnace, and
in the phase while it is still heated, it needs to be broken piece by
piece with vibration guns. And that was our job. While doing it,
one has to stand on wooden sandals about twenty centimeters tall,
and throw the broken slag into a hand truck with a wooden pitch-
fork. Simply said, cleaning a furnace in the most primitive way.

I can not describe the shock on our faces when we approached
the basin full of slag, which was about one meter wide. A warm
wave of smoke blew in our faces, choking us from the very begin-
ning. The procedure started by putting on a mask and an asbestos
“uniform”, taking a vibration gun in our hands, putting on the
wooden sandals, taking the wooden pitchfork, and then getting
into the basin to work. I can’t explain what kind of work was ex-
pecting us. I thought:

-“This time I won't be able to take it.”

However, we started working. We managed to endure as much
as we could. My brother worked for whole two days, and I did a
little less that that. This was my first ‘blood-earned” money. I have
a distinct recollection of the day when we first entered the factory.
Some of the workers were greeting my father and asking where we
were headed.

-“ We are going to clean the slag from the basins!” - he
would answer.

They were astonished by what they had heard and they couldn’t
believe their eyes when they saw us, little kids. But it happened
- it was another ‘toughening’ for is, another school of life which
taught us how cruel life could be. I'm still proud and happy that
we decided to take that job and that we gave our best to do it as
well as we could.

From this point on, I started thinking about finding a better
solution for earning money. Every time I would ask my father for
some money, he would answer:

-“Sit down here son. Let me show something so that you
would have a better insight into things.”

Then, he would make me sit down beside him and he would
open the neatly written notebook with some envelopes in it, con-
taining the bills he had to pay and all the other expenditure, like



yapnu napdemu, Yafopu U Manky kacde, raBHO CTOKA LITO BeAHAL
ce npogasalue. MojaTa Bu3uja 1 BKyC 3a Moaa 6ea HaTnpoceyHu. OHa
WTO jac Ke ro kynes fBoele. Ho U HAYMHOT Ha KOj ro Hoces Gele
noce6ex. Toa Gewwe efHO BpeMe KOra NacowoT WTO BAXeLIe HajMHOry
BO CBETOT, Nacowot Ha 6uswara CPPJ mu oBo3MOXKyBale fa Huaam
HajMoJepeH, a U CO NMOHEKOj [MHAp BO L1eDOT, Mako 6eB ManoneTeH
¥ UMaB camo 15 roguHu. 3a MouTe rOAMHU GEB aKTyeneH U ynagnus
BO YYWUNWLWITETO, KAKO U BO LenuoT rpag. Cekoj AeH ru obukonyeas
rMMHa3uuTe, 3ano3HaBaB MHory nyfe. [lypu u Ha npodecopute no
Hapayka UM KynyBaB C€ WTo Ke nocakaa. Bo yuunuwrerto He 6es baw
Hajpobap co yyererto, HO HeMaB cnabu oueHkn. Kora majka mu Ke
nojaewe BO yYMnuwTe, M Ce Xanewe Ha KnacHata pakoBOAMTENKa
JeKa He yyaM MHory. A Taa 1 oarosapaile:

- He ce cekupajte, og Hero Ke 6upe uyosek. He e cé u Bo
yyeHeTo.

He 3Ham KoKy e Toa TOYHO, HO A0 KpajoT Ha MojaTa MCMOBeA
MOXebu Ke ce notepau.

EnHaw enBaj yekas fa Tprueme 3a Mitanuja, 3anoyHyBalue HoBaTa
ce3oHa. Kako n 06M4HO, BO30T fOLHelle HajManKy efeH Yac, Moxeou
u noBeke. Kora npucTurHa, ce KauMBMe 1 YeKaBMe yluTe OKONY fiBae-
CeTMHa MUHYTU. buaejku Bo30T Cé ywTe He TprHyBalle, 3a Aa Kynam
HewWTo 3a jafere, pelwmB Aa CKOKHaM [0 npBaTa NPOAaBHUYKA, fBae-
CeTUHa MeTpu OAfaNeyeHa oA KonocekoT. Ho npeky orpagata bewe
ABOjHO nobnucky. M3neros of Bo30T TpyajKu, pUNHaB npeky orpa-
pata, Kynus neb 1 nawTeTn - Toa Gewe rnaseH 06poK Ha MeHUTO. U
Kora TprHaB Ha3ag, Bo30T BeKe noarawe. bes woknpaH. He moxes fa
npudaram geka He CyM BO BO30T M He natyeaMm 3a Mtanuja. MHory mu
Gewe GUTHO, 04 Cé HajbUTHO fa Bne3am BO B030T. Ce CTpyas, punHas
npeky orpapara v Hekoj me ¢aTu 3a Bpat. Bo Taa nyTuHa ro byTHaB u
Me nywTu. Toraw 3abenexus geka Toa e MUIMLAEL.

- liTo Mn Hanpasu, cBECEH NN CK? - NOYHAB Aa BUKAM MO HEro,
HECBECEH JeKa CyM CTO HACTO KPMB U [eKa BO30OT MOXelle Aa me
3ra3u. Llenata Taa atmocdepa ja rnepawe Tonnata Ha nojHata
ene3HuyKa cTaHuua. Bo Toa Bpeme TpaHCNOPTOT Ha WKHYM paboTele
6ecnpekopHo. Ce cBPTEB M BO NOCNELHMOT BaroH v BUAOB GpaT My
W Lpyrap My Kako ce cmeaT u Mu macdTaat co pauete. Me “3e3aa”,
3Haejku Konkasa bewe mojata xen6a fa natysam 3a Wtanuja. Toraw
CWTe NornefHaa BO MeHe W MojaTa 30yHeTocT. A MeHe He M1 Tpebalue
MHOry. HekonKky cekyHAM M Aa ja foHecam opnykaTta. Ce cTpyas KOH
TaKCUCTUTE, KOULITO Ha XeNe3HMYKaTa CTaHNLa CO CaaTh YeKaa HeKoj
[Ja ce Kauu, a BO3EHETO CO TaKcu Gelwe nperonem nykcys. Bo Ckonje
MMalle ManKy TaKCUCTW U TWe eaBaj paboTea.

- Moxe nu ppyrap? - ro npawas TaKCUCTOT.

- Kape?

- 3a KymaHOBO, HO BETU MU [ieKa Ke ro CTUrHeL BO30T, BO CMpo-
TWBHO HeMa Aa Tv nnatam. lapute ce kaj 6pat mu, a 6paT mu e BO
BO30T.

CTurHaBme YeTUPU-NET MUHYTW NPEf, Aia NPUCTUTHE BO30T, a Opat
MW KaKo [ia O4YeKyBalle 1a Me BUAM Ha CcTaHuuaTa. [nefa op nposope-
uot, ja Bptv rnasata. OpgepHaw me 3gornefa v cé My CTaHa jacHo.
N3ne3e, My nnaTuBMe Ha TaKCUCTOT 1 Taka M 0BOjNaT OCTaHaB BO UTPa,
otnatysas 3a Wtanuja.

Ho pojme v BToparta npenpeka. Ce 3ano3HaB co HOB npobnem
WTO ce BMKA M3MaMa. [leuata nopacHaa M HWBHaTa Npeno3HaTiIvBa
0COobMHA - HEBMHOCTA - BeKe Kaj HEKOU o4 HUB ce feduHupana unm
NPOCTO KaXaHo Mcye3Hana. YoBeKoT, T.e. JEYKOTO, NOCTap OA Hac
[Be TPU FOAMHM, NpeKy Koj 3a noedTUHM napu ce ogele 3a Utanuja
CO TakaHapeyeHaTa naTHa JIMCTa, KOra Bie3e MUAMLMjaTa BO HALWKOT
BaroH Bo Huw pa HanpaBu KOHTpONa, €AHOCTaBHO ro cHema. Hue
natyBaBMe BO HEroBa OpraHu3auuja HewTo Kako rpynHo nartyBarbe
Ha CTYAEHTU WM YYEHULMW, HO AEYKOTO KOj He BOAewe Hanpasun
tdanckudukat, T.e. ro dancudukysan LOKYMEHTOT M Kora Aojae
KoHTponata usbera. [lotoraly HOPMaNHO He HaneTan Ha KOHTPona u
Taka UM rv 3eman napuTe Ha geuata u npocdutupan. Hemajku wro pa
npasume, 6eBMe NpUHYAEHN A U3BAAMMeE NOBTOPHO KapTu CO napute
KOW WTO TOJIKY MHOTY HU Tpebaa 3a "pob6a”. Toa Gewe npsaTta U3mama

water, electricity, rent, radio and television, litter tax, the build-
ing’s cleaning lady,............... bread, milk, oil, sugar, flour...... ,
and somewhere around here was where the whole salary ended. So
how could I ask for anything more?

My next step had double benefit for me. A friend of mine and I
started going to Italy. I did what I was really becoming interested
in. I traveled and I slowly started to get acquainted and hence
involved with the world of fashion and doing business. In the pe-
riod of socialism, this was called “smuggling”. My friend knew a
lot about going to Italy - a land where world fashion had always
been created. It was customary for him to buy some things like
jeans, perfumes, umbrellas and coffee, mainly goods that were sold
immediately.

My vision and taste for clothes and fashion were extraordinary,
i.e. anything but typical. What I bought would somehow always
look different. And the way I used to wear my clothes would con-
tribute even more to the whole unconventional image.

Those were the days when the passport we possessed, the one
from ex - SFRY, was widely recognized around the world. It enabled
me to have the most fashionable clothes and also to have some mon-
ey in my pocket, even though I was still immature and only fifteen.

I was exceptional and very famous, not only in my school, but
also in the whole city. I would go round to the other high schools
and meet a lot of people every day. I even used to buy for my
teachers whatever they would order from me.

I wasn'’t the best of a student in high school, but I didn't have
bad grades either. When my mother would go to the school to ask
about my behavior and my achievement, she would complain to my
head-teacher that I didn’t study enough. She would answer:

- Don't worry. Everything will work out just fine for him.
Not everything is in studying.”

I don’t know how much of what she said is true, but I hope this
will be confirmed by the end of this disclosure.

Once I could hardly wait to go to Italy because of the start of
the new season. As usual, the train was late for at least and hour,
and maybe more. When it finally arrived, we got on and waited for
another twenty minutes. Since we were hungry, and the train was
still not moving, I decided to jump off and by some snacks in the
nearest shop, which was about twenty meters away from the rail-
road. I thought that going over the fence would cut the distance
short by half, so I got off the train running, jumped over the fence
and bought some bread and pastes - that was the main meal on our
menu. When I was headed back, the train was already leaving. I was
shocked. I could not accept the fact that I was not on it, traveling
to Italy. It was very important for me, most important than anything
else at that moment, to get on that train. I started running fast,
jumped over the fence and just as I thought I was going to get on,
somebody grabbed me by my neck. I pushed his hand away in the
fury and he let go of me. Then I noticed that it was a police officer.

-” Do you know what you have just done to me?” I yelled
at him, unaware of the fact that I was not supposed to do
what I had done and that the train might have run me over.

A crowd of people waiting at the railway station was watching
the whole situation. I turned my face toward the train and I saw
my brother and my friend laughing at me and waving. They were
making fun of me because they knew exactly just how big my desire
to go to Italy was. Then all of them turned their eyes towards me,
as I was very confused.

It didn't take me long to make a decision. I hurried to the taxi
drivers, who had been waiting at the station for hours for some-
body to ask for their service, and getting a taxi at that time was
real luxury. There were only a few taxi drivers in Skopje and they
hardly ever worked.

-“Can I get in?” I asked the taxi driver.

-“Where to?”

-“To Kumanovo”, I said, “but promise me you'll get there
before the train, or else I won't pay you. My brother has the
money and he is on the train.”

We arrived there just in time, four or five minutes before the
train pulled in at the station. My brother looked as if he had ex-
pected to see me there. Standing at the window of the train and
turning his head in all directions, as if looking for something. Sud-
denly he saw me, and everything became clear to him. He got off,
we paid the taxi driver, and that’s how this time I managed to ‘stay
in the game’. I went to Italy.



U3BpLUIEHa BP3 MEHE M TONKY 6eB NyT WTO efBaj YeKaB Aa ce BpaTume
¥ a My OfiaM oMa 3@ [1a HU T BpaTu napuTe.

Kora npucturiaeme Bo Wtanuja cekoj catu Ha cBoja cTpaHa.
MasapeBMe pa3nuyHa CTOKA 3a Ja He ce NOBTOpyBaMe BO M360poT
CO Uen nonecHo Aa ja npogageme. Cekoj Kynyeale 3a cebe u Bo 3a-
BUCHOCT 0f CBOjOT uMmL. bewe efHo Bpeme Kora BOOMWTO Hemalle
npueaTHW GyTUuM Bo TorawHata Jyrocnasuja. U Gewe ronema atpak-
LiMja 3a Hac WTo ce 3aHMMaBaMe Co BakBa paboTa. 0Tkako nasapesme
B0 TpCT, UMaBMe yLiTe efeH Npobem WTO ce BMUKALLE rpaHuLA U La-
puHa. MHory 6ele pMroposHo 1 Tewwko ce npoarale. AKO Hajaesme
CTPaHUW UM TV JaBaBMe HUM Top6uTe, BUAEjKM He T npeTpecyBaa,
aKo He - ocTaHyBale fo6paTta cpeka “Konky Ke ce miatu LapuHa”.
AKo 6elue cTOKaTa Bo nperofiemMa KofMymMHa Moxelle Aa 6uae u oase-
MeHa. beBme wecT gywu Bo kKyneto. Co MouTe WeCHAECET rofUHU U3-
rnefaBs HajMan, Kako fa MMam aBaHaecet. Bnese LapuHUKOT U noyHa
A2 npawyea WTo umame aa npujasume. o npawa egeH, a 0Boj:

- et napa dapmepky, ABe kuna kade, cefym Mauuu 1 Taka Ha-
Tamy.

- W3ne3u HapBop M Yekaj Ha cTaHuuatal- my peve.

N Taka BTOpMOT, TPETUOT W CUTE CO pef M cumHa pony. Kora
CTUTHA [10 MEHE, My OArOBOPMB [leKa HeMaM HULWTO.

- Ma 30wT0? - Me npala LapuHUKOT.

- CakaB fa weTtam ¥ fa pasrnegyBaMm CMOMEHWLUM Ha KynTypaTta
Bo Wtanuja!

Cu Benes:

- W Taka 1 TaKka Ke Me cuMHe, 6apeM Ke My KaxaM HewTo coceMm
APYro o ApyruTe NPeTXofHO WTO My Kaxaa.

Manky ce 3a4yam, Moxebu ce 30yHU UM NOBeKe HEMALLE MHOTY
BpPeMe W eJMHCTBEHO MEHE M€ 0CTaBMW Mefy LienaTa rpyna fja natysam
noHatamy co moute Top6u. Mpen fa usnese Gpat Mu, MU ja OCTaBM
efiHaTa Top6a 1 Taka 6e3 HWB, NPOJOJIKMB NOHATAMY.

Bewe Toa MHory 4yyaHo Bpeme. Hemawe kpax6u, y6uctea u
CTpaB KaKO WTO HW JOHece HalwaTa feHelWwHa aemokpaTuja. Ma Taka
BOOMLUTO He Ce nnales 1 npofomxus caM. CnegHaTa cTaHWLA, BegHaL
no rpaHuuara, 6ewe CexaHa. Bnese KoHTponata 3a kapTu, a bugejku
MojaTa KapTa bele rpynHa noseke He Baxelwe. Vim o6jacHuB wTo ce
CNy4M, HO eJHOCTAaBHO MU peKoa fieKa He MOXaMm A3 MpOAoKaM U
MopaM Jia ce cuMHaM. Mommucnus:

- lto ce mopa, He e Tewwko!

N ce cumHas. belwe Herge okony ABa 4acoT paHo HayTpo. CepHas
Ha efiHa KJyna, cam Co Tpu Top6u - efHaTa Npeky pamoTo U ABETe BO
pauete. W noyHaB ga pasmuciysam:

- 0p napv HemaMm Hu CKpLUeH AUHAP, CaMOo efleH CEHABUY CO MeHe.
W Taka e cekoral kora ce Bpakaeme. Ke ce kauam BO HapefHUOT BO3,
na Ha ciiefiHata KOHTPO/a - NOBTOPHO MCTaTa NpMKa3Ha. AKO NOBTOP-
HO Me CUMHAT, NOBTOPHO Ke ro Yekam ciefHNOT BO3 1 Taka cé fo Cko-
nje. Mo Hekonky yaca npucturHa cnegHmot Bo3. Ce kKaumB M NoYHaB
pa 6apam npasHo mecTo 3a ceferbe. Of BaroH Bo BaroH ce npobu-
BaB BO MPEMOSIHETUOT BO3 BO KOjLITO HAjUeCTO CEAEBME Ha MOJ, UK
Ke nerHeBme efieH npeky Apyr. [lo NeTToTo MK WECTOTO 0TBOpaHe
Ha KyneTo - u3HeHapyBsate! bea Toa moute gpyrapu u 6pat mu. m
nywTuie 1 ce Kauyune BO CNefHUOT BO3. bea npemopeHu u nocnatu.
Ce u3papyBaa Kora Me BU0a, @ NOCIELHMOT, KOra ce pa3byamn u3BuKa
efieH o4 MoMTe MHOryGpOojHU NpeKapy WTO MW r1 faBaa nyfreTo:

- Xytu! CrurHasme nu?

JafHWOT, OA NPEeMOPEHOCT 3acnaH, BO MOMEHTOT NOMUCAN fieKa
BeKe CTUrHan v fieka ru yekam Bo Ckonje. Hue 6eBMe Ha npBaTa cTaH-
uua no rpaHuuara, a ao Ckonje ce naTysalle ABaeCeT U YETUPM Yaca.
Cdatue peka napute Tewko ce 3apaboTtysaat, co npobnemu, Maka.
AMa He Mu belwe Tewko. Kako v cekoja apyra padoTa WTo Hocu napw,
1 0Baa Me npaselue cpekeH.

EpHaw Ha epHo natyBarwe npep Hoea loguHa, KOHTponata BO
Huw Hé aTu co ronema konmMunHa neTapau. 3aBpliMBMe CO Npujasa
oA Munuuwjata. HopmanHo ja fobu 6pat My, 33 MEHE KaKO MaslofeTeH
HeMmalwe HuwTo. Toj ja NoHece OArOBOPHOCTA, @ TaTKO MU Bele NoBU-
KaH Ha cyd 3a npBnaT BO CBOjOT XMBOT. Toa ce cnyuu bnarogapejku

However, another obstacle came in the way. I had to face an-
other problem, called deceit. The kids were now grown up and their
recognizable characteristic - innocence - had been modified or
simply no longer existing with some of them. The person, i.e. the
young man who was two or three years older than us and who used
to take people to Italy for far cheaper than usual (by possessing a
so-called ‘travel list"), suddenly disappeared from our compartment
when the police came in at the Nish station to make a routine con-
trol. We were traveling as a group of students on a trip, which was
organized by him, but the young man who was supposed to be our
guide had obviously made a fraud, i.e. had falsified the document
and therefore had run away before the police came.

He hadn’t been caught before and that's how he managed to
take children’s money and profit from it.

Not having anything else to do, we were forced to buy tickets
again and spent some of the money we needed to buy the ‘mer-
chandise” with.

That was the first time I had been tricked like that, and I was
so mad that I could hardly wait to return home, to find this guy
and to make him give us our money back.

When we arrived in Italy, each of us headed in his own direc-
tion. We each bought different clothes, so that we wouldn't ‘dupli-
cate’ the same pieces of clothing and thus it would be easier for
us to sell the goods. Each of us also bought something for himself,
according to his own taste and style. It was a time when there were
no privately owned boutiques in Yugoslavia. Dealing with this kind
of a job was a real attraction for us.

Having done the shopping in Trieste, we had to face another
problem - passing the border and the customs. They were very
rigorous and it was very difficult to get by. At times, we would
find some foreigners and give our bags to them because they never
got controlled. If no foreigners could be found, we were left with
our good fortune “how much we would have to pay to the customs
duty”. There was also the risk of being deprived of the goods if we
had too much of them.

There were six people in our compartment. I was sixteen, but
I looked as if I was a twelve-year-old boy. The customs officer en-
tered and started inquiring if we had anything to declare. He asked
one of the passengers, and he answered:

- Five pairs of jeans, two kilos of coffee, seven T-shirts
and so on.”

-“ Get out and wait down at the station!” told him the
customs officer.

This also happened with the second passenger, and the third
one, and all the others from the compartment. When it was finally
my turn, I told him that I didn't have anything to declare.

-“How come?” asked the customs officer.

-“Well, I wanted to go sightseeing in Italy!”

I thought to myself:

-“He would make me get off the train anyway, so at least
I would tell him something different from what the others had
said.”

The customs officer was a little surprised, maybe got a bit con-
fused, or he simply did not have much time, but I was the only one
among the other passengers that he let travel on.

Before getting off the train, my brother had left one of his bags
with me and, along with the bags I had, I went on alone.

It was a different time back then. There were no robberies, no
murders and no fear, things that today’s democracy has brought on
us. Therefore, I wasn’t afraid of moving on alone. The next station
was right after the border. The ticket inspector came in, and since
my ticket was a group one, it was no longer valid. I tried to explain
what had happened, but he simply told me that I could not go on
and that I had to get off the train. I thought:

-“What needs to be done, needs to be done

And so I got off. It was about two o’clock after midnight. I sat
down on a bench, all alone and carrying three bags - one on my
shoulder and the other two in my hands. I started thinking:

-“T haven't got a dime, I'm completely broke. The only
thing I've got is a sandwich.” (This always happened on our
way back.) I'll get on the next train, and when the next in-
spector comes in - the same story again. If they throw me
out of that train, too, I'll wait for the next one and thus I'll
somehow get to Skopje.”

The next train arrived in several hours. I got on and started

Vv



Ha Hac. TonKy Gele NyT WTO HU T'M UCKMHA NAcoWNTE U KapuepaTta Co
TakaHapeueHuoT “weepy” 3aspwu. He Gewe 3a gonro. Hawwot npu-
TUCOK BP3 Hero Gelle TOJIKY CUNEH LITO NOBTOPHO o YBEPUBME A HU
A03BO/M Ja NaTyBame U CO HEroB MOTNWC U3BafMBME HOBW MACOLIU.
bu3Hucot npomonxku.

3anoyHa M MOETO YecTo M3neryBarbe no AUCKOTeKU. Kako ak-
TYe/IeH, CO MeHe ro CHMMaa cnoToT Ha Mepu LleTuHUK 3a Hej3nHaTa
necHa “Camo cumnaTuja”. Bo yumnuwreTto geuata me rinegaa co Apyru
04U. YyeB BO TOTAIHO MOTPELIHO YYMIMIITE 33 MeHe. AKO He CIMKas,
Gapem ABa Yaca gHeBHO 6eB NpocTo 6oneH. TaTKo MU, He3HaejKM WTOo
[a Hanpasu BO BPEMETO KOra yMETHULIMTE HEMAa HUKAKBA CUTYPHOCT
W eraucTeHuMja Of Cnnkarbe, Me 3anuwa Bo CpegHoTto TexHuyko. Ce
MUCnelle, ce NpallyBalle fanu foHen fo6pa oayka HacnpoTu MojaTa
YNOPHOCT BO CNWKAHETO, HO, €Te, Hanpasu npesug. [o AeHecka co
MoeTo 06pa3oBaHu1e eNeKTPOTEXHUYAP HEMAM NPOjaBeHO MHTepeC fa
CMEHaM HUTY efHa Cujanuua, a Kamonu Aa pabotam HewTo noseke.
Benam wrera, 3aWTo 0f MOETO “WKONO” HUIWITO HE U3ne3e Ha BUae-
nuHa. MojaTa eraucteHumja ja Haofas, Gnarofapejku Ha KapakTepot
WTO ro MOCefyBaB, BO TProBKjaTa, a MOETO XMBOTHO IENO FO pean-
“3npas npeky ymeTHocTta. Ho 3aToa nogouHa.

AsToGMOrpacujaTa ja npoAoNKYyBaM CO AMCKOTEKUTE, MOETO NPBO
u3nerysatbe, NpBaTa /byboB M NPBOTO HeBepHO ApyrapcTBo. Cé ywTe
FOZMHUTE He CU 'Y MOKaXyBaB. JInyeB Kako Aa CyM Ha ABaHaeceT uiu
TPUHAECET FOAMHMU, MAKO UMAB cegymHaeceT. Mopaan aBaHrapgHarta
rapaepo6a Ha cebecu, 6eB aTpaKTUBEH TONKY MHOTY WITO [EBOjKUTE,
LYPU M OHUME MOCTapuTe, Ce BpPTKAa oKoly MeHe. Cu urpae co HuB
KaKo WTO CaKaB, rM 060XyBaB U cera CyM Ha HWBHa cTpaHa. OTToraw
MW CTaHa MHOTY jacHa HMBHATa MCWUXOJIOTMja, @ HAYMHOT Ha KOjLWTO
pasmucnyBaa mu Gelwe npepu3suk. EaHocTaBHO co cekoja 3HaeB
KaKo.

Ja 3ano3HaB Hea, 6ewe noctapa op meHe wect meceuu. Ce
jaBU Hekoja ronema cumnatija Mefy Hac WM MOYHA Toa WITO MOYHA,
3aefiHMYKa JbyOOB, CEKOjAHEBHO refarbe, OPYKEHE, HEWTo WTOo
ce HapeKkyBa npea sby00B. Bo MOeTo ApyWTBO 04 CTpaHa ce BKy4M
M HEKOjCM LYKo, KOjWTO HUKO] He ro nosHaBawe pobpo. bewe
CUMNATUYEH U ManKy HEOOMYEH 3a Toa BpeMe U TUe FOAWHU U NONH
CO Napu, CMH Ha HeKOj CM NPUBATHMK LITO NPOM3BeAyBalLEe AeN0BM 33
KOMIW M pa3HuW anatku. 3a cuTe Hac HelwTo HecdaTaugo.

Hawute OCHOBHM MpUHLUMNM Gea MHOTY CAMYHM BO CMUCIA Ha
tep urpa. MNa Taka ynuuata HE Hayun Aa He Ce MCKOpUCTyBame, Aa
He ce noBpejyBaMe efHU cO Apyru. HoBoKOMNOHWpaHaTa IMYHOCT
HajBepojaTHO ro CHUMMU MOjOT TaNeHT KOH AeBOjKUTE, KOMWTO Gea
oKony MeHe. HaepHal, CEKOjAHEBHO, NOYHA fia Ce APYKU CO MEHE.
OcTtaHaTuTe MOM fpyrapu ce W3fBouja M Hemaa Hekoja cumnatuja
KOH Hero. Cu MucneB geka MoXebu Toa € Taka nopagu Hekoja fieTcka
/by6oMOpa 3aToa WTO MMa noseKke napu of Hac. Hekonkynatu po-
Torall ce MMaB CKapaHo cO MojaTa AeBOjKa, a Toj Me CoBeTyBalle Aia
He ce cMUpyBaM, ieMeK WTo Ke MU e. Taa MMalle ylwTe neT-wecT fo-
6pv [pyrapku, cMefu n aTpakTUBHM, HO MOpaM fia NpU3HaaMm Taa belwe
Hajy6aBa mefy HuB, 6apem BO MouTe ouu. locepyBalle HewWwTo WTO
BO TME FOAWHUM MEHe Me MieHyBalle, HO TOa HEe ro MOoKaXyBas U BO
Halwara Bpcka 6eB JloMMHaHTeH. Bo efeH nepuop npef T0j Aa 3aMuHe
BO BOjCKa, belle efHa reHepauuja noctap of MeHe, KOHeYHO cdaTus
AeKa CyM NpeMman 3a TONKY Cepuo3Ha BpcKa WTo Beke Tpaelue noseke
OA efHa rofuHa. Ja npekMHaB BpCKaTa, a Toj MU peye:

- bpaBo, oBa T1 e HajnameTHo!

W Taka Toj 3aMuHa BO BOjCKa, a jac noBeKe He ce rneAas co MojaTa
peBojka. MomuHaa peseT meceun. HUTy nucmo, HUTY Tpara og mojoT
Apyrap co Koj ejHa v nos rofuHa, bykeanHo cekoj aeH, besme 3aep-
HO. Bace - apyrapoT KOjlWTO Me 3ano3Ha CO Hero cekoraiw Hajnps ru
[03HaBale paboTuTe. Me cpeTHa efieH ieH U MU Kaxa fieka fpyrapoT
O/l BOjCKa € [10jieH Ha pefloBHO OTCYCTBO Npef ABAECETUHA IeHA U Me
npawa fanu cym ro Bugen. He mu ce BepyBalle jeka He MU ce jaBun u
30lWTO 6M ce Kpuen. Mmawe ywTe fBa-TpU AeHa Aa ce BpaTW Ha3ap Ha
LOCNY)XyBatbe Ha BOEHWOT POK. Pelwns n 0TMAOB AOMA Kaj Hero, HO He
ro HajpoB. Ja 3aMO/IMB MajKa My U cecTpa My fia My NpeHecaT feKa ro

looking for a free seat. I walked from one carriage to another,
making my way through the overcrowded train, in which people
would either sit on the floor or lie on each other. I opened five or
six compartments - and look! What a surprise! My friends and my
brother were here. They had let them go and they had got on the
next train. They were exhausted and sleepy, but they were really
happy to see me. When the last one of my friends woke up, he
called me by one of the many nicknames people used to give me:
-“Blonde! Have we arrived yet?”

The poor guy was so tired and sleepy that he thought at the
moment they had already arrived in Skopje and that I was waiting
there for them.

We were at the first station after the border, and still had
twenty-four more hours to go until arriving in Skopje.

I realized money was very hard to make, one had to go through
a lot of trouble and difficulties. However, it wasn't very hard for
me. Making money made me happy and I had accepted this job as
any other ‘cause it brought money.

Once when on a trip, right before the New Year, the ticket in-
spector at the Nish station caught us with a considerable amount of
fireworks (petards). We ended up with a police report filed against
us. Of course, it was on my brother’s name because I was a minor.
He was taken responsible, and my father was summoned to court
for the first time in his life. It happened because of us. He was so
mad at us, that he tore our passports and that was the end of our
“smuggling career”. But not for long.

We had put him under so much pressure that he finally gave in
and let us travel again. We managed to obtain his signature and
got ourselves new passports. The business could be continued.

At that time I started going out to the discos very often. Being
a famous guy, I was chosen as a model to take part in Meri Cetin-
ic’s* video for the song “Only sympathy”. When I went to school
after that, children used to see me with different eyes.

I was going to a school that was completely wrong for me. If I
hadn't done at least two hours of painting during the day, I would
feel simply miserable. But my father, not knowing what to do at a
time when artists, i.e. painters couldn’t earn for a mere existence,
decided that it would be best for me to go to the technical high-
school. He thought a lot about whether he had made the right
decision, especially when he would see me painting, but he still
overlooked my desires.

Even today, with my education as an electricity-technician, I
have never shown any interest in so much as to change a light
bulb, not to mention doing something more complicated. I say
that’s a shame, because my education in that school was practi-
cally in vain.

I earned for living, thanx to my character, by dealing with trad-
ing, and I realized my lifetime work through art. But this will be a
matter of discussion later.

I'm continuing my autobiography with the discos, the first time
I went out, the first love I had and the first unfaithful friendship.

I was seventeen, but nobody could tell my age. I still looked
like a twelve or thirteen-year-old boy. I used to wear very avant-
garde outfit, which made me so attractive that the girls, even the
older ones, always tried to be around me. I used to play with them
the way I wanted. I adored them, and I'm on their side even now.

Their psychology became very clear to me even at that age, and
I understood them very well. Understanding their way of thinking
became a challenge. I simply had a way with each and every one
of them.

Then I met Her. She was six months older than I was. Some sort
of ‘chemistry’, i.e. mutual liking happened between us, and then
we started dating. We saw each other every day; we loved being in
each other’s company. This was, I guess, my first love.

A new guy that nobody knew very well joined my group of
friends. He was cute and a little bit strange for his age and for that
time. He was also full of money, the son of a businessman who
owned a factory for manufacturing vehicle spare parts and other
tools. It was something incomprehensible for the rest of us.

The basic principles that my friends and I had were very simi-
lar. The street ‘taught’ us not to use one another, and not to hurt
each other.

The newcomer to our company had probably realized my tal-
ent for girls, who were always around me. Suddenly, he started
hanging out with me all the time. The rest of my friends kept their



6apam 1 BefiHalW fa MU ce jaBu. Mu Gelwe yyaHO Kako MOXen focera
Ja He ro ctopwu Toa. MNomuHa peHoT -HuwTo! MoMuHa U HapegHUOT
- NOBTOPHO HMWTO! He MU ce BepyBalue 1 NOBTOPHO OTUAOB Kaj Bace
[a ro npawam wWwTo e pabotara, anu 3Hae HewWwTo?

- E, XyTu, XyT1, T HUWwTo He 3Haew. OH Leno Bpeme e co TBojaTa
6uBLIA M 3aT0A Ce Kpue of Tebe.

Ywre of fete 6eB MHory ropg Ha cebe, HO HeuckyceH. MHory
MK nagHa Tewko. bes ynopeH u co Bace noBTOpHO OTUAOB Kaj Apy-
rapot goma. Mu kaxaa feka BeKe OTWULWON HAa aepoAOPOMOT U AeKa
ce BpaKa BO BojckaTa aBMOHCKM. [0 noBepoB Bace co meHe. Hemas
napu Bp3 MeHe, Na 3aToa Ce NoroAuB CO TAKCUCTOT fla He ofHece .0
aepojopoMOT 3a efleH nap HOBM hapMepKy LITO T UMaB KyneHo. Tak-
CUCTOT NpudaTh, Ce KaumBMe U Kora CTUrHaBMe TaMy - YyAHa rneTka!
Ja BMaoB Lenata Herosa damunuja, mojata “6uswa”’, a T0j Beke ce
KauyBalle Nno CKaauTe Ha aBUOHOT. MaBTalle co paLeTe, He MOXejKM
HU fa Me BUAMW BO ToanaTa ayfe. [ npawasme CuUTe HErOBU POJHUHM
Janu MoxaT Aa Hé BpaTaT Hasag. Hu pekoa geka Hemaat MecTo BO
Konute. HopmanHo, Toa He Gelle TOYHO, CaMO CaKaB Ja 3HaM KOJIKY e
yacor. Toraw # pekoB Ha MojaTa "6uBwa”:

- Tu poafal Ha3aj co MeHe.

Taa npemonya v npudaty, Ho cecTpaTa Ha “AOTMYHUOT” ce BMela
¥ peve:

- Hue ja poHecoBMme u Hue Ke ja BpaTuMe.

Mpecekos:

- Hema waHcu, cnobogHm cre.

Taka, 3aefHo co Bace v MojaTta "61BLWA”, CO TaKCH Ce BpaTUBME BO
Ckonje. BegHaw oTuaoBMe BO rpafackuot napk. Tamy Gelue HajMMpPHO
3a [ia pasjacHume wro e paboTara.

- Ma 3oku, wTo fa T1 kaxam? Cectpa My Me 3efe. 3Hael OTKAKO
OTMAE BO BOjCKA NOYHA ia MU NULIYBA NUCMA U TaKa ce JOMULLyBaMe.
N Toa Tv e TBOjOT Apyrap Ha KOro My BepyBalle, MU Ce LOABOPYBA U
TOa e ce.

- A T1 wto 6apaw co Hero? Henu Toa He e BO pep?

- HemaMm HWWTO CO Hero, camo MU Ce JOBOPYBA U Toa € CE.

Toral 3a npBnaT i YAPWB WNAKaHULA U 1 PEKOB:

- MoBeke HemMa Aa ce gonuwyBaL CO HEro, Aanu T e jacHo?

- A 30WTO fja He, T Me OCTaBu, WTO TW e rajne Beke Tebe 3a
meHe?

MHory ja Jby6€eB 1 He CaKaB [a Ce BNieYKa CO TaKOB YOBEK. 11 PEKOB
Aeka He moxe. Taa ce cornacu v Taka cu oTuioBMe. He 3Ham 3owwTo,
3HaeB [ieKa rpelwam, Ho NOBTOPHO Ce CMUPUB CO Hea. EpHoCTaBHO,
6eB Maj, CO HeCEpMO3HM HaMepu U uUnjaga NnaHoBMK, a Taa Gele 3a-
/byGeHa Bo MeHe. beB cBeceH Aeka Toa Ke I HAWTeTH, HO cenak Bp-
cKaTta Mefy Hac NpoAOoIKU.

Toj 3a Tpu-yeTupm Meceum Tpeballe fa ce BpaTH 0of BOjCKa, a jac
BeJHalW noToa fa 3aMMHaM BO Bojcka. Toa U ce ciyuu OTKakKo npe-
TXOAHO 33aefHO CO Hea 6eBMe Ha 0AMOp Ha TOralWHOTO Hawe JagpaH-
cko Mope. Ce cekaBam fieka Ha MojoT GaHKeT 40ja0a MHOTY AEBOjKM,
“MaBMe He3abopaBHa XypKa M jac 3aMMHaB BO Bojcka. Mojata pec-
TWHauuja bewe Myna, posoT - MopHapuua. MIMas efHOCTaBHa nopaka
10 Hea:

- He cmeew pa 6upew Bo HeroBo npucycteo. Mpasu WTo cakal,
aKo He MOXel fia U3ApXkuwW, 6uau co Hekoj apyr fedko! Kora ke ce
BpaTam Ke BULMME LITO MOHATaMy, CamMo HeMoj fa buaew [0 Hero u
co Hero!

Tonky 6eB curypeH Bo ceGe WTO €AHOCTABHO HapeayBaB W He
cakas ja He 6ugam nocnywad. Ho, of Tyka 3anoyHa KOMOWHALM-
jaTta Ha npobnemMu WTO Npousneryeaa of Mojata JbyboBHA BpCKa M
CJIYereTo Ha BOEHUOT POK...

Mpen paa TprHam Bo BOjcKa, netoto (1981 roguHa), mawe ywre
efieH, 3a MeHe 6uUTeH HacTaH. MojoT cTpemex bewe fa CTUrHaM o
NOCNeAHWOT TPEHZ BO TOA BPeMe U Ha Tue roauHu. Toraw 3a npenart
ce nojaBuja MOTOpU 3a [Bajua of YeTUpPUECeT W AeBeT KyOHU CaH-
TUMETPYU NO3HATU KaKo aBTOMATULMW. HU MuanLajumTe He 3Haeja fanu
Tpeba f103B0Na 3a HUB. Hekow BMKaa Tpeba, a apyru He Tpeba. Ycneas
Ja KynaMm aBTOMAaTWK U BOKMEH 3a YIUW, WTO MUCTO Taka Gele ronem

distance, as they didn’t think much of him. I thought that it could
be because of some childish jealousy cause he was richer than the
rest of us.

I had had fights with my girlfriend several times before, and my
newly made friend would always advise me not to get back together
with her, explaining his advice with the fact that I ‘allegedly’ did
not need her.

She had five or six good friends, who were also very attractive,
but I have to admit she was the most beautiful of them all, at least
in my eyes. There was something special about her that fascinated
me, but I never showed her that, as I was always the dominating
one in our relationship.

At one point, right before my new friend was about to leave to
do his military service, I finally realized that I was too young to
have such a serious relationship, which had been lasting for more
than a year then. I decided to put an end to it, and when I did
that, he said:

-“Congratulations! This is the cleverest thing you've ever
done!”

Then he went to the army and I stopped seeing my girlfriend.

Nine months passed by. Neither a letter nor a trace from my
friend, whom I had been inseparable with for a year and a half. We
had been together, literally, every single day.

Vase - the friend who introduced me to him, was the one who
would always find out things first. He saw me one day and told me
that my friend had come home on a leave almost twenty days before
and asked me if I had seen him. I could not believe that he wouldn't
call me and I wondered why he would hide from me. He had two or
three days left until his departure, so I decided to pay him a visit.
Since I didn't reach him at his home, I asked his mother and sister to
tell him that I was looking for him and that I was expecting his call.
It was very strange why he hadn’t done that before.

The day went by - and nothing! Another one came and passed
- nothing again! I could not believe what was happening, so I went
to see Vase again to ask him if he knew what the matter was.

-“Poor Blonde, you dont know a thing, do you? He has
been seeing your ex girlfriend all this time, that’s why he’s
been hiding.”

Ever since I was a kid, I was very proud of myself, but also inex-
perienced. Having heard this, I felt very badly. I was determined to
find my so-called friend and, along with Vase, I went to his house
again. They told me he had already left and gone to the airport. I
took Vase with me. I didn't have any money on me, so I bargained
with the taxi driver to take us to the airport for a new pair of jeans
that I had bought. The taxi driver accepted, we got in and when we
arrived at the airport - what a strange sight!

I saw his whole family and my ‘ex’ with them, while he was get-
ting on the plane. He was waving his hand, not being able to see me
in the crowd of people. We asked all of his family members if they
could give us a ride back home, but they said they didn’t have enough
room in their cars. Naturally, that wasn’t true, but I just wanted to
know whom I was dealing with. That's when I told my ex:

-“You're coming back with me.”

She accepted silently, but “my friend’s” sister interrupted us
by saying:

- She came here with us and we are taking her back.”

Icutin:

-“No way! You are free to go”

And so, my friend Vase, my ex and I took a taxi and got back to
the city. We went straight to the City Park. It was quietest there,
so we could have a talk and clear things up.

-“Well, Zoki, what can I say. His sister took me with her.
You know, ever since he went to the army, he started writing
letters to me and that’s how we started communicating. That's
your friend, the one you trusted. He is only courting me, that's
all.”

-“And you? What are you doing with him? Isnt that
wrong?

-“We have nothing going on. He’s just courting me and
that’s it.”

That was the first time I had slapped her and then I said:

-“You are not going to write to him ever again! Is that
clear?”

-“Why not? You left me remember? What do you care about
me and what I do?”



6ym Toa neTo. Bo3ejku ce efeH fieH HaBaMy-HaTaMmy, 3a 4a KaHaMm Jipy-
rapv 3a 6aHKeToT, o Gp3atbe ru 3abopasus cuTe OKyMeHTU. CnpoTu
TproBCKUOT LLEHTap Me 3acTaHa MUnuLael.

- Bawwure ncnpasu monam?

- Hemam.

- JInyna kapra?

- Hemam.

- [lokyMeHT aeka motopoT e Baw?

- Hemam.

- E na wro umaw?

- HuwTo.

- E KaKo pa Te nywTam cera Kora cu ToTanHo “HeucnpaseH”.

Ce 3auynuMB Kako MWUIMLAELOT BOOMWTO pa3roBapa co MeHe! [lo
TOral ¥ Kora UMaB [JOKYMEHTH, CEKOJ WTO Ke Me coMpelLe MU npaBselle
npo6neMu nopaan pe3oHaHTHUOT GP3UHCKM ayCryX Ha aBTOMATUKOT,
KOjWTO OA Mepak MOTOPoT Aa Gpuu noBeKe, NOCTOjaHO ro MOHTUPaB.
Co Hora My ro Kpluea aycnyxoT 1 MOTOPOT MU ro 3efoa Bo Munuuu-
jaTa. Cera 6eB "HeucnpaBeH”, 6€3 AOKYMEHTH, @ MUAMLAELOT ylTe
1 pasroBapa co MeHe! YyaHo, TyKa HEWTO He e BO pefd. Mma HewTo.
Mu peye:

- Cnywaj, momye, Kaj cu TprHan?

- KaHam roctu 3a opere BO BojcKa.

- A MeHe Me KaHuw nu?

- Cekako, nosenu.

- Kora oguw.... Cnywaj, 3oku, ke Te nywTtam u TM BepyBaM, ama
aKo caKal Aa 6ugeme npujatenv oau 4OMa U JOHECU MU TU JOKYMEH-
TuTe. Bo cnpoTuBeH cnyyaj, Bepysaj My, no BpakareTo 04 BojcKaTa Ke
Te HajAaM U HaMecTo npujatenu Ke cTaHeme HenpujaTtenu.

He MoxeB fia BepyBaM [ieka e BUCTUHA W ileKa YOBEKOT Me MyLWTH.
BenHal cBpTEB Ha3ag, v 3e[j0B AOKYMEHTUTE Of JOMa U My TU joHe-
coB. bewe npecpekeH WTo He ro u3naxas u Taka munuuaelor C. C.
MU CTaHa npujaTesn, a NOAOLHA BO XUBOTOT U MOj KyM.

... KacapHrara "Kapno Pouw” 6ewe perpyteH ueHTap. Of cTapT ce
COOYMB CO HELWTO MHOTY CTPOro M cocema HOBO M Henpudatnueo 3a
MeHe. Ho Bo noTcBecTa cu MuUCneB:

- Cakam u ke 6ugam fob6ap BOjHUK!

He nomuHa efHa Hefena M No4YyHaB CO MOETO NMPBO AEXYPCTBO.
[lobus Hapepn6a of npeTnocTaBeHMoT gecetap aa ro yuctam WC-To.
beB HeKkako cpekeH WTo, eTe, cera My e lafieHa 3ajaya 1 KakBa-Taksa
CaKaB [ ja 3aBpluam WTo ce MOXe Hajaobpo. [o npawas 1 efeH apy-
rap of Ckonje, KojwTo YecTo Gele co MeHe panu Ke MW NOMOTHe,
e[JHOCTaBHO, Kaj fleceTapuTe Aa CTekHaM [obpo MuUcnerse 3a cebecy.
Kora 3aBpwueme co yncteweto u ro octasusme WC-to 6ykBanHo aa
He Moxe fia 6Ufe NoYUCTOo, rO NOBUKAB AeCeTapoT Aa NpuUMKU panopt
OA MeHe U o4YeKyBaB GapeM fia ro npudaru, a Moxebu 1 ga me noda-
nu. Ce HapeBas, 3alWTO cuTe fo6pyu BojHMLM fLoOMBaa “HarpagHo” aa
CY ofiaT AOMa UM CANYHO. Ha Moe ronemo u3HeHaayBate, T0j NoYHa
[a BMKA MO MeHe fieKa He e YucTo. He oTMAOB Ha cniuerbe Kako Apy-
ruTe, MU Hapeau fa YMCTaM A0 TPU YacOT HAYTPO, @ NOTOa NOBTOPHO
pa ce jaBam Ha panopT. He 3HaeB Kako Ke u3gpxam 6e3 cnuere o
VTPeAeHTa, ama U3roBOpwB:

- "Pazymem, fpyxe pecetape!”

LTo apyro mu octaHa? Ce pa3oyapas 1 0CETUB [ieKa HEWTO HeMma
pa 6upe nobpo. Hemale WTo fa ce YMCTH, ama cenak YUCTeB, 3HaejKu
JeKka Hema fpyro yape. Bpemeto nomuHa. Bo Tpu yacot HayTpo nos-
TOPHO ro NoGapaB [eXYpHUOT feceTap Aa ro NpUMKU MOjOT pamnopT.
[lojne, MM ce pa3BuKa M Nak Mu peye Aa yuctam. He 3HaeB wTo Aa
npaBaM 1 Taa HOK ocTaHaB 6e3 cnuere. Cabajneto OTMAOB AUPEKTHO
Kaj KaneTaHOoT, YyKHaB, BNEroB, a Toj Me npawa:

- Koj T po3Bonu pa Bnesew?

- Cakam HewTo oa Bu kaxam.

- llanu pobu go3sona of gecerapor?

- Ho, kanetaHe, jac mucnes...

- Hema T w10 Aa MMcauw, MMa Tyka Koj Aa mucau! - u me n3bpka
CO 3aKaHa aKo of Koja 610 NpMYMHa Nojaam Kaj Hero gpyrnar, Be-
LHaW Ke cym OGun KasHeT.

I loved her very much and I didn’t want her to be around a guy
like that.

I told her once again that she was not to write to him. She
agreed and then we left.

I don’t know why, knowing that it was a bad idea, I still got
back together with her. When I come to think of it, I was still very
young, with no serious intentions and a thousand plans, and she
was in love with me. I was aware of the fact that it would hurt her,
but we still continued the relationship.

The so-called “friend” was supposed to come back from the army
in three-to-four months, and I was supposed to go to the army
right after that. That's exactly what happened, but after my girl-
friend and I had gone on holiday together to the Adriatic Sea.

I remember that a lot of girls came to my going-away party
(we call it a ‘banquet’) and we had a lot of fun. I had to do the
military service in Pula*, in the navy, and I had only one message
for her before leaving:

-"You can not be anywhere near him. Do what you want,
find another boyfriend if you can’t wait for me. When I get
back, we’ll see what next, just don't be anywhere near him or
with him!”

I was so self-confident that I simply started giving orders and
I wouldnt even think of not being obeyed. However, this is where
the problems started, initiated by both my relationship and the
military service I was doing at the time.........

Before going to the army, in the summer of 1981, there was
this very important event that happened to me.

The most important thing for me at that age was to be in, i.e.
to follow the latest trend. In those days, the latest trend was the
motorcycle for two, from forty-nine cubic centimeters, which ap-
peared for the first time. They were known as automatics. No one
knew whether you needed a license to ride them, not even the
police. Some said a license was necessary, others said it wasn't.

I managed to buy myself an automatic and a Walkman, which
was also a hit for that summer. One day I was riding around, invit-
ing friends to my going-away party. Being in a hurry to get out,
I had forgotten all my documents at home. I was pulled over by a
police officer opposite the city mall:

-“May I have your documents, please?” he asked politely.

-“I don't have them.”

-“Any form of ID?”

-“None”, I replied.

-“Do you have any document to prove the motorcycle is
yours?”

-“No, I don't”

-“Well, what do you have?”

-“Nothing”.

-“So how do you expect me to let you go then?

I was surprised that the police officer was even talking to me!
Up till then, whenever I got stopped, even when I had all the docu-
ments with me, the police officers would always cause problems
because of the resonant tailpipe of the automatic, which I used
to fix on all the time, wanting it to make more noise. They would
always break the tailpipe with their foot and take it to the Police.
And this time...this time I didn’t have any documents and the po-
lice officer was still talking to me! ‘That's strange. There must be
something wrong here’, I thought.

The officer said:

-“Listen young man, where are you headed?”

-“I'm inviting friends to my going-away party. I'm going
in the army.”

-“Am I invited?”

-"0f course, be my guest”.

-“Well, if that's the case...Listen young man. I believe you
and I'll let you go, but if you want us to be friends, go home
and bring me the documents. Otherwise, believe when I say
this, I will find you as soon as you get back from the army and
instead of being your friend, I'll be your enemy.”

I could not believe that this man was going to let me go. I
turned my motorbike back, went home, took the documents and
brought them to him. He was happy to see that I hadn’t lied to him
and so, the police officer S.S. became my friend, and later in life
he was also my youngest child’s best man.

... The military camp “Karlo Roitz” was a recruit center. From
the very beginning, I had to face some very strict rules, which was



- Ma 3apem e MOXHO OBa ia MW Ce ciyyyBa? - CM MOMUCIUB.
3owTo?

BpemeTo MM nMoMuMHyBalle Kako W Ha CEKOj BOjHWK. 3Ham feka
3a Leno BpeMe HeMaB HUTY efleH AWHAp U Cpeka WTo He 6eB nywau.
NmaBme camMo HEKOM MUHWUMAJIHW Napu WTO HU r'M AaBawe Apmujata
W CO HUB eBaj MOXeEB Aa npaTtaMm No HeKoe NUCMO BO CIOGOAHOTO
BpeMe. [lo peuncu fBa Meceua Bo BOjCKaTa, NWWYBajKM M NUCMO Ha
MojaTa cakaHa, A0jAe UCTUOT AeceTap, KOjwTo 6e3 NpUYnHa Me KasHu
Ja He cnujam fBe HOKM.

- LWTo # nuwyBaw Kora Taa BeKe CUTYpHO € CO Jpyr.

HepBo3eH of, 0Ha WTO MU ro HaNpaBK, a U Of OHa LUTO MM O Kaxa,
3a NpBNaT BO MOjOT XXMBOT YAPMB HEKOTO, HO TOJIKY CUAHO WTO bewwe
BO HokayT. CnegHUOT AeH 6eB Kaj KaneTaHoT M Toj camo Me mpala:

- 3Haew nu Kage e Jabyka!

- He!

- Tamy Ke opumw 3a efeH mecel, BO NnpekomaHaa!

lo nobapae Ha KapTata TOj OCTPOB, HO FO HeMalle. A, BCyWHOCT,
Toa 61N HajManMoT OCTPOB Ha rpaHuuaTa koH UTanuja wro peuncu ro
HeMalle Ha HUTY efiHa KapTa. 3HaeB [leka camo oTTamy, A0 KpajoT Ha
BOEHWOT POK, HE MOXaM [ila OfilaM Ha PefloBHO 0TcycTBO of 20 feHa
LITO o ceflyBa CeKOj BOjHMK, 3aT0a WTO TaMy CUTE CE UCMPATEH! No
Ka3Ha...

MojaTa ronema HaknoHeToCT KOH yMeTHOCTa fojae A0 WU3pas u
BO BOjcKaTa. Kako v cekorall noyHae Aa LpTam no MOUTE TEeTpaTKu
0C0obeHO WTO TyKa MMaB MHory Bpeme. Taka u 6es 3abenexaH of Bo-
jHWUMTE, @ HeKoM u3pa3uja kenba Aa UM LpTaM Mo paueTe 3a Aa rm
TETOBMPAAT N0 MOUTe LpTexu. Mlonaj MOpHApoT, pasHu cuapa, KOTBM
M MOTMBM Of, MOpHapuuaTta 6ea LpTeXnTe CO KOW CTaHaB TOMKY aK-
TyeneH WTo He MOXeB Aa NocTUrHam. Hekou of BOjHULUTE, KOUWTO
“Maa napu noyHaa 4a Me YecTar, na Taka ru 3apaboTus MouTe npeu
napu Bo Bojcka. Bo mefyBpeme cTaHas MowwHe fobap Apyrap co cute
BOjHMLM, Na Ha efHO NpejaBatbe, Ha Yac, efeH o4 BOjHULUTE NO UMe
He6ojwa aurHa paka u npawa:

- Nanu moxe “"MakepoHal” fa HacnMKa HeWTO Ha KacapHaTa 3a
"ycnomeH” op 65-aTa knaca?

Mpepnorot bewe npudaTeH U OTULOB HA PANoPT Kaj KaneTaHoT.
Mu peue:

- Te ocnobopyeam o cute o6Bpcku. HaupTaj HewTo gobpo Ha
KacapHaBa, ako e fo6po Hema Aa oauw Ha Jabyka, a ako ro “yTHew”
HeMmal Kajae Ha fpyro mecto!

Mu obe3bepuja yeTku u 60ja. Mojara xenba bewe npeara ciuka
ga 6uge Bo ase 6ou, UpHa U 6ena, co MHory HujaHcu. Of cnukarta
u3nes3e e4HO UMHOBCKO CUAPO 33 KOE W CaMMOT He BepyBaB [eKa
ToAKy Bo6po ro HaupTtas. Bo mefyBpeme umalue U aHKeTa 3a KpacHo-
NUC 1, 04 OKOJy NET Uijagu BOjHULM, TOKMY MOjOT Gelue npornaceH
3a Hajao6ap. 3aToa no npeaTta CIMKa MU Aaf0a U Aa FM Hanuwam cuTe
naponu noj KoM Torau ce BojAelle BojcKaTa:

"[pyxe TUTO MU TU Ce KyHEMO, Aa Ca TBOTa nyTa He CKpeHeMmo”;
" no Tuto - Tuto”; "XuBuTe Kao fa HUKaga Hede 6UTK paTa, a Oy-
LWTEe CMpPeMHU Kao fAa ye cyTpa 3anoyetn”; “TyfoTo He ro cakame
CBOETO He ro gasame”...

Toa 6ea naponuTe Ha YOBEKOT - NpETCeaTeN U BPXOBEH Mapluan
Ha JyrocnoBeHckata HapogHa Apmuja Bo 6GuBwata Jyrocnaeuja,
YOBEKOT Ha KOjWTO MHOTY He My NPUAABaB 3Hauere BO TOA BPEME,
HO TOj AeHec Mu e ugon. W He moxam fa cchatam Kako e MOXHO
TOJIKY fid Me Hayuun, cé WTo He MU Gelle jacHo, CUTe OfTOBOPH, MO
TOJIKy BpeMe, ru fo6uB of Hero. Wl BO MOETO XXMBOTHO fienio T0j ja
3a3eMma Hajrosiemara nosuluja; HeroBMOT NOPTPET, LITO BO MOMEHTOB
ro pabotam co ronu paue, e Ha N1aTHO BO [UMEH3UM ABa METpa Ha
efleH MeTap M O0CyMAeceT caHTUMeTpu. Ha HeroBMOT nopTpet Ke v
Hanuwam UCTUTe NOPaKKU KOM T NULYBaB BO BOjCKATa, U, MUCNaM [
rM nosnaram 3a Aa rv yuTaart CuTe WTO Ke Me npawaar 30WTo baw
TUTO CyMm ro Hacaukan.

...Taka ja 3apabotve mojata Harpaga. Hamecto Jabyka, oTugos
Ha J1acToBo - OCTPOBO [0 KOEe Ce CTWra 3a CefyM 4aca CO TPaekT.
Hé kauuja Bo efeH Bpoa M HE UCTOBApMja CO KOMMETHATa onpema.

something completely new and unacceptable for me. But I kept
thinking subconsciously:
-“T want to be a good soldier!”

Not a week passed by, and I already had my first tour of duty. I
was ordered by my petty officer to clean the toilets. In a way, I was
even happy that I was given an assignment and, regardless of what
the assignment was, I wanted to do it the best I could. I asked a
fellow-soldier from Skopje, who was often with me, to help me do
the job better, ‘cause I wanted to make a good impression with
the commanders. When we finished cleaning the toilet, it looked
pristine. I called the petty officer to give him a report about the
finished task and I expected him to accept it, maybe even compli-
ment me on a well-done job. I was hoping for it because all good
soldiers used to get a “rewarding” leave. To my disappointment, he
started yelling at me, saying that it wasn’t clean enough. I didn’t
go to sleep as everybody else that night. I was ordered to clean the
toilets until three o’clock in the morning, and then to report to him
again. I didn't know how I was going to make it without getting
any sleep until the morning, but I still said (in Serbo-Croatian)*:

-"Sir, yes sir!”

What else was left for me to do? I got disappointed and sensed
that something was not going to be right.

There was nothing more to clean but I still kept on clean-
ing, knowing that there was no other way out. The time passed.
I looked for the petty officer on duty to report to him. When he
came, he started yelling at me again and told me to go on clean-
ing. I didn’t know what else to do, but I was deprived of getting
any sleep that night.

In the morning, I went to see the captain directly. I knocked
on the door and entered. As I got in, he asked me:

-“Who gave you permission to enter?”

-" I wanted to tell you something, sir.”

-“Did you get a permission from the petty officer?”

-“But, captain, I thought...”

-“There’s nothing for you to think, somebody else is here
to do the thinking!” and he threw me out with a threat that if
I was to go to him again for any reason, I would be punished
immediately.

-“ How can this be happening to me?” I thought to my-
self. “And why?”

I spent my time as any other soldier. I recall not having any
money most of the time, and I was fortunate for not being a smok-
er. We only had a very small amount of money that we were given
by the Army, and it could hardly cover the expenses for sending
some letters home in my free time.

After almost two months spent in the army, I was writing a let-
ter to my beloved, when the same petty officer that punished me
with no reason by not sleeping for two nights, came in:

-“Why are you writing to her when she has surely found
someone else by now?”

Feeling grumpy about what he had done to me, and also be-
cause of what he had just said, I hit him so hard that he was
knocked down. That was the first time in my life I had ever hit
anyone. The next day I was sent to the captain’s:

-“Do you know where Jabuka is?”

-“No, I don't”, I replied.

-“That's where you're going in a month, you're being
transferred.”

I looked for that island on the map, but I couldn’t find it. In
fact, that was the smallest island near the Italian border that could
hardly be found on any map. The only thing I knew was that if I
were to be sent there, I would not be able to take my regular 20-
day leave as all other soldiers, because everybody there had been
sent as a punishment.........

My big inclination towards art came to the fore even in the
army. As usual, I would start drawing in my notebooks, especially
since I had a lot of spare time here. Some of the soldiers liked
my drawings, and some even wanted me to draw something on
their hands so that they would get a tattoo later over the draw-
ing. I used to draw things like Popeye the sailor, different types of
sea anchors and other motives from the navy, which made me so
famous that I couldn’t catch up with so much work. Some of the
soldiers who had money would pay me for a drawing, and that's
how I earned my first money in the army.

In the meantime, I had become a very good friend with most



JInyeBme Ha YyAHM TUMOBM U 0YMTNESHO Ce 3abenexyBalle ieKa fiBo-
“Me ofy HopManHuTe BOjHWUM. HEé ofHecoa BO KacapHaTta, KojawTo
Gele Ha ejHO MollHe y6aBo MeCTO, WTO MUCNAM AeKa € PeTKOCT Aa
Ce BUAM, BO €fieH NpeKpaceH 3anuB co Wyma Haokony. besme o faBa-
HaeceT 0 OCYyMHAeceT BOjHULM, BO 3aBUCHOCT 0f TOA Kora joaraar
efHW, a ce BpaKkaaT Apyru.

Y6aBoto Gelue camo T0j NpekpaceH 3anus. [ipyroTo belle faBarbe
MPTBa CTpaXa W BOjHULM NOJ Ka3Ha 3akNy4YHO CO NOpPYy4YHUKOT. Toj
npetoBapun GPoj CO LEMEHT, F0 3arnaBui Ha HeKoj rpebeH u gobun
LEBET FrOAMHU Ka3Ha Ha JlacToBo. BegHaw noyHas ga gasam MpTBa
CTpaxa, HajnowWwoTo HewTo Bo BojckaTa. Oguw Anaboko Bo wymara u
CTUrHYBALL 10 3a/IMBOT, CE COKPMBALL M MOCMATPaLl Lenu YeTupu vyaca
6e3 aa MpaHel. AKO HEKOj BUAML, OCBEH CTpaxarta WTo Tpeba fa Te
CMEHU CO I03UHKa, BefHal nykaw. HewTo HeBepojaTHO, He 3Hael
Janu cv xus unm mpTtoB! Cnnew YeTupm Yaca, na cTpaxa YeTupu Yaca
1 Taka o 6eckoHeyHocT. Hu caboTta HW Hefena Tv ce 3Hae - MHOTY
nowo!

bupejkn rpanuyesme co Wtanwja, dakasme KomnnetHa utanu-
jaHcka nporpama. EgHa Beyep Ha Tenesusujata RAIUNO npukaxysaa
no3HaT MM BO TOA BPEME, CO BOLEHO YyAOBUILTE CO rNaBa BO 06MK
Ha *aba. EaeH of BOjHWLMTe npala:

- Koj Tpe6a fia oau cera Ha cTpaxa?

- "Basbaa” Maku!

- "000, MakepoHauy! Tewko Te6u Ha cTpaxu nocne osor huama”.

Toa 6elwe gpyrapcka 3adpKaHLuja, HO Ha CTPaXa TOJKY e CTPALHO
WITO BO MOMEHTOT NcuxaTa npopaboTyBa MHOry cuiHo. Me ofHecoa
Ha CTpaXa M OBOjNaT HeKaKo Ce MOYyBCTBYBAB MajKy noynnaweHo
oA Apyrnat. [lpBaTta oKonly MeHe MU nMyea Ha YYAOBULWTA, aMa CU
nomMucnyBaB:

- Aj 6e He ce 3aHecyBaj! W oBue YeTMpyM Yaca ce UCTU Kako W
NpeTxofHuTE.

Taka BO MMCna U CTpaB ro NOCMaTpas MUPHOTO MOPE W 3aNWBOT,
ocBeTneH of MeceuuHata. OfefHaw HewTo npcHa of BogaTta. He
MOXeB Aa nosepyeam. Ce 3anmpalwas Aanu xanyuuHupam uau e mo-
cneguua og dunmot wro ro rnepas? Mo HEKONKY CEKYHAM NMOBTOPHO
HEeWTO NPCHa M NOoYHA Ja ce ABMXM KOH MeHe. pcka u ce auxu!

- Jlene, wto nn e osa? WTto mu ce ciyyysa?

BeaHaw ja penetupas nywkarta v YekaB ja usnese.

- W7o Gewe He 3HaM, aMa NyKaMm M He pa3MUCAYBaM HU CEKYHAR,
camo Heka ce nojasu!

MpckareTo M 6pa3pereTo Ha BOAaTa CTUrHa A0 CaMUOT AOK,
O[LHOCHO BETOHOT Kafie ce Bp3yBaa 6pooBMUTE KOW fioaraa Aa noaHaT
HadTa. Mpcka u He usnerysa Beke netT MuHyTH. Hekoja xpabpocT mu
J0jAe BO MOMeHTOT. Ja 3ananus 6artepujata Koja ja UMaB co MeHe U
NOYHaB Aa ce NpubIMKYBaM KOH MECTOTO, NOATOTBEH Aa nykam. CTur-
HaB Ao KpajoT u wTo Aa Buaam. flenduH, HesepojaTHo! Ce npawysas
KaKo e MOXHO fia Aojae 6aw no oHoj cTpaweH ¢uam wWTo ro rne-
Zas. Mu ce onywTu Aywata ¥ NOBTOPHO CM MOMUCIUB AeKa HEMa
YyZOBMILITA M TOA € ylTe efHa KoeHuMaeHuuja. Kora fojne cmeHata
Ha CTpa)aTa, UM KaxaB WTO MU Ce cnyyu. Mu ce cmeeja, Benejkn mu
AeKa Toj goara yectonatu U, kora uma 6pofosu, My dpnaar xpaHa.
Taka NOMMHA 1 0BA Yy[o, @ jac ro U3LpXKaB Ha HO3e CO 3ApaB nameTt
1 6e3 nocneguum.

MHory Habp3o, 3a ABe TpU Hefenu, AO3HaB AeKa NOPYYHUKOT e
MakepoHel, no ume Tpne CMMOHOBCKM, a HeroeaTa cecTpa MMa Kad-
eaHa Bo Ckonje wto ce BuKka "En gopago”. Hanuwas nucmMo Ha mojata
JeBOjKa 3a Cé WTo MM ce ciydyBawe. buaejkn Tatko i Gewe muau-
Liael ja 3aMO/WB, aKO MOXeE, 1a ja Hajae cecTpaTa Ha MOpPYYHWKOT.
He nomuHa HU epfHa Hefiena, MOPYYHUKOT Me BUKHA Kaj Hero u co
HacMeBKa Me npaLa:

- O kape umaw Bpcka co cectpa Mu? Me 3agonmku pa Te Tpr-
Ham of cTpaxa. 0f yTpe Ke 6upew Tpnesapel, Ke ja npumaw u u3-
[JaBalll XpaHa 3a BOjHULMTE, a NOHEKoralw Ke My 3anpasyBall nojagok.
EgHaw HepenHo Ke roTBUMW KOra roTBAyoT OAM MO OCHOBHW HaMUp-
HULM: 6palHo, Wwekep, con ...

MojaTa Hajronema maka Bo MOMeHTOB Gele 3aBpleHa. CTaHas

of the soldiers. Once, during a lecture in class, one of the fellow-
soldiers named Nebojsha raised his hand and asked:

-"“Can the Macedonian paint something on the barracks as
a memory of the 65 class?”

The suggestion was accepted and I went to the captain for a
report. He said:

-“ T release you from all responsibilities. Paint something
good on the barracks and if I like it, you won't be sent to Jabu-
ka. If it's no good, there’s no way you can avoid going there!”

I was given some paint and some paintbrushes. My idea was to
paint the first picture in two colors, black and white, with many
different shades. The picture turned out to be a giant anchor which
looked so beautiful that I couldn’t believe I had done it myself.

Meanwhile, a survey was conducted about who had the best
handwriting and, out of five thousand soldiers, mine was selected
as being the best. Therefore, after having done the first picture,
they gave me another assignment which consisted of writing all the
slogans which the army abode by, like (in Serbo-Croatian): “Com-
rade Tito we swear to you that we won't go astray from your way”;
“Long live Tito!”; “Live like there is never going to be a war, but
stay alert as if it was going to start tomorrow”; “We dont want
what doesn’t belong to us, but we won't bequeath what’s ours”...

Those were the slogans of the President and the Commander in
Chief of the Yugoslav National Army in former Yugoslavia. It was
a man I did not think much of at that time, but he has now be-
come my only idol. I still can not understand how it is possible for
someone to have taught me so much. Everything that was not clear
enough to me and all the other questions I didn't have answers to,
I have received from him after all this time.

Even in my lifetime piece of work, he has the central position;
his portrait, which I'm doing now with my bare hands, is a picture
with big dimensions, 200 cm to 180 cm. I intend to write under his
portrait the same slogans I used to write in the army, and I also
have the intention of gilding them, so that everyone who sees the
portrait and asks me why I had pictured it, will have the opportu-
nity to read them.

... So this was how I earned my first reward. Instead of going
to Jabuka, I was sent to Lastovo - an island in the Adriatic that can
be reached in seven hours by a ferry. When we got off the ferryboat
with all the equipment, it was very obvious that we were different
from ordinary soldiers. We were taken to the barracks, situated in
a beautiful place that can be rarely seen - in a marvelous gulf sur-
rounded by woods.

We ranged from twelve to eighteen soldiers, depending on the
time when some would come and others would leave. The only good
thing was the sight of the beautiful gulf. Everything else consisted
of keeping a still watch and soldiers from the ‘correction’ unit, alto-
gether with the lieutenant. He had overloaded a boat with cement,
had stranded it on a reef and that’s how he had received nine years
of discipline on Lastovo.

I was sent on a still watch soon after arriving. That is the worst
thing about the army. You have to go deep in the woods, near the
gulf, hide there and keep a watch for whole four hours without
moving. If you see anything or anybody, besides the guard who is
supposed to replace you with a password, you shoot immediately.
It's unbelievable! You have no idea whether you are dead or alive!
You sleep for four hours, then you have to keep the watch for four
hours, and this goes on infinitely. You don’t even remember which
day it is, a Saturday or a Sunday - it's very bad!

Since we were very close to the Italian border, we could watch
all Italian channels on TV. One night, the RAIUNO Channel showed a
very famous movie for the time, with a lake monster that had a head
of a frog. One of the soldiers asked whose turn it was for the watch.

-“T guess it's Maki’s* turn”, answered another.

-"Ouch, “Macedonian”! I wonder how you're going to make
it, keeping a night watch after this movie.”

It was a friendly joke, but keeping a night watch is so frighten-
ing that, at one point, your psyche starts working very strangely. I
was taken to the place where I was supposed to keep the watch, but
this time I felt a bit more frightened than usual. The trees around
me seemed like monsters, but I kept encouraging myself:

-“0h, come on, stop deceiving yourself! These four hours
are the same as any other before.”

Thus, with a lot on my mind and rather afraid, I was watching
the calm sea and the gulf, illuminated by the moonlight. Suddenly,



Tpne3sapel. KoHEYHO MOYHaB Jia VKMBaM BO MpPEKPaCHUOT 3aiuB.
CraHyBaB nofoLHa, OAEB CO MOPYYHUKOT o pubm, ce baras BO 3a-
JIMBOT, HYPKaBMe U NoBeBMe jacTo3n. bnarogapejkn Ha mojaTa caka-
Ha, Ce CnacuB Of HEMOAHOCNMBATA CTPaXa.

Ho Habpry ce cnyuu HewTo cocem HeoyekyBaHo. MoeTo HoBo
nucmMo He Gelwe of MojaTa cakaHa, TYKy 04 eAHa Moja apyrapka. Mu
nuiyBalle feka MojaTa AeBojKa M3neryeana co “AOTUYHMOT” [OA-
BopyBay C. M. 3HaeB feKa 3aToa WTO My € KpWBO, 6apa HauuH fa
1 ce nNpubAWXKMK, HO He CMeeB fa ro Jo3BonyBam Toa. o npupoga
6eB YOBEK WITO HMKOTalW HUKOj He cakaB Aa NoBpeAam, HajMHory
Mpa3eB UCMejyBarba U HeJoNyCcTAMBO My Gelwe jac fa 6uaam ucmejau
W u3nrpaH. bugejku 6eB 6NU30K CO NOPYYHUKOT, O 3aMONUB Aa Me
nywTty Ha “penoBHO”. W Taka, 3aMMHaB camo CO efHa Len: Aa OfaM u
[a pacyucTaMm co Hea, fia He MUCnam Ha Toj npobnem. 0Tuaoe, a Taa
e[}Baj YeKalle fia Me BMAM W MHOTY ce u3paaysa. Ce cekaBam kako ga
€ cera Kora ja npeaynpeaus:

- T peKoB, NpaBK WTO cakall, caMo HeMoj fia 36opysall co Hero!
Toj He e YoBek! Mu ce 3aKo/IHa BO CMPOTUBHOTO, HO MOUTE NpeaBUAY-
Bakba, 3a XaJ, 6ea TouHu. Toraw i pekos:

- Moxew pa Me rnepall camo ylTe NeT MUHYTH U jac 3aMUHYBaM
of, Tebe 3acekoraw!

Taka u 6euwe. MoMuUHaa neTTe MUHYTU U jac cu oTuaos. Mnavewe
1 BUKalle Mo MeHe, HO jac cu 3amuHaB. Ce cekaBam Kora 11 pekoB Aa
npaBK LWTO Caka, camo U camo Aa Guae noganeky og Hero. [lypu u ja
VAPUB, 3aWTO 3HaeB Aeka Ke 360pyBa co Hero.

¥ NOMUHAB MOUTe BAeCeT ileHa OTCYCTBO 3aef[HO CO ApyrapuTe
u damunujata, a noToa ce BpaTMB Hasaj. He nomuHaa ABa mecela,
NOBTOPHO [OOMB NUCMO 04 MOjaTa fpyrapka BO KOe nulyBalue:

- Tue ce 3aeHo, 0BOj NaT BO BUCTUHCKA Bpcka. W ywTe fa 3Haew
JeKa oHa Ke 6upe Ha ogMop Bo beunku v ke Tv jaBaM Ha Koj gaTym Ke
npucturHe Tamy. Tpeba 1 Toj Aa A0jAe NoAoLHa.

Kora gpyrapka mu Buku My ro coonwTv TOYHWOT fATyM, HanpaBuB
nnad. M1 3ef0B AMYHATA KapTa M MojaTa UMBMAHA rapaepoba, Koja
NPeTXOLHO ja AOHECOB 0f OTCYCTBOTO, M paHo cabajne, BO YeTUpu
yacot, noberHae co npeuoT TpaekT 3a Cnaut. Tonky 6eB NyT WTO He
pasmucnyBas 3a nocneguumte of 6ercteoto. IMae TouHo napu fa ro
nnatam 6poJoT W CO TaKCKU Aa CTUrHam fo ogmopanuwTrerto. W npep
Ja 3aMMHaM BO BOjCKaTa, CyM Ofen BO KamnoT npeky V3BupHUYKMOT
o4pen, OpraHU3MpaHo, 3a eBTUHWM napu U BO wWaTtopu. [naBHuTe
“KOHayapu” - LA WTO ro BoAea 0APeAoT MU Gea WKONCKK Apyrapy.
Jypw nojoos me hatu Beuep. W Kora cTurHae eaeH o “KoHavapute”
MW ce 06paTh Ha MOjOT WKONCKW NpeKap:

- Mo3ok, WwTo npasuw TyKa?

- EBe mu Tpeba W. P.

- He e Tyka, u3ne3eHa e co Apyrapkute, noyekaj ja. Tu og kage
TyKa, Mo3ok?

- N36eras op BojcKa.

- llene, nyn cu! N cera?

- Cera HUWTO, fia ja BUAAM U ce BpaKaM.

Bo MOMeHTOT camo cakaB Aa it 3a5ienam efHa WnakaHuua v aa cu
3aMMHaM BefjHal 3a ja Hema noronemu nocneauum. Hekage Bo fecet
4acoT HaBeyep, eTe ja co fpyrapkuTe, ce Bpakaat. Kora me Bupe i ce
cTpecoa Hosete. 0anyYyHO AOjAOB [0 HEa, ja yapuUB U 1 nagHa obet-
kara. Ce cBpTeB 1 TprHas Ha3ag. Taa me datu 1 npawa:

- Kape?

- A Kajge ako He Ha3aa! Hemam wTo aa v Kaxam! Yao!

- Cenu ¥ oCTaHU CO MeHe.

Cu nomucnme, moxebu Hajrobpo e MoeTo npucycTBoO fa ro no-
roau oHoj upuotot. OcTaHaB ceaym fieHa, CMMEBME BO WCT LWaTop.
Mu Gewe an 3a Hea. OHa pacunctn co cebecu. Beke He i1 Gewe
HUWTO BaHO, camo fa 6upeme cera 3aegHo. Mucnes feka upuo-
TOT T0a Ke ro 3n060nu. Mo Tpu feHa, fojae Toj CO HeroBata Kona u
Kako nomoyaH cu otuge. OTKaKo 3aBplM OLMOPOT, N0 CEAYM AEH3,
CY OTWZOB W jac co HapeAHWOT TpaekT. BoeHaTa munuuunja me cdatu
BeJHall ¥ Me CnpoBefie BO NPUTBOP, 04 Kaje WTo 6eB nywTeH no ABa
LE€Ha N0 yprupareTo Ha NOPYYHUKOT.

something splashed in the water. I could not believe my eyes. I
wondered if I had been hallucinating as a consequence from having
watched the movie. After a few seconds, the ‘thing’ splashed again
and started moving in my direction. Splashing and moving!

-“What could this be? What is happening to me?”

I cocked the gun immediately and I waited for the ‘thing’ to
come out.

-“I don't know what that is, but I'm going to shoot with-
out thinking as soon as it appears”, I thought.

The splashing and the waving of the water reached the dock,
i.e. the landing pier where boats were tied to refill oil. The ‘thing’
was splashing, but not coming out for more than five minutes. I
somehow plucked up courage, turned on the flashlight that I had
with me and started approaching the place, ready to shoot. When I
finally got there, I was astonished. A dolphin! Unbelievable!

I was wondering how it was possible that the dolphin came
here right after I had watched that horror movie. My heart started
beating regularly again and I once again told myself that there
were no monsters, that it was just a pure coincidence.

When my replacement on the watch came, I told them what
had happened. They laughed, saying that the dolphin used to come
there quite often and that, when there were no boats around, sol-
diers would throw some food to feed it. This is how this strange
event ended and I managed to take it bravely, by keeping calm and
thus avoiding further consequences.

Soon afterwards, in two or three weeks’ time, I found out that
the lieutenant was Macedonian, with the name of Trpe Simonovski,
and that his sister owned a cafeteria in Skopje called “El dorado”.

I wrote a letter to my girlfriend describing everything that had
been happening to me. Since her father was a police officer, I
asked her to find the lieutenant’s sister if possible. Not a week
passed by, the lieutenant called me and said smiling:

-"How do you know my sister? She told me to release you
from keeping a watch. Starting from tomorrow, you'll be a ‘re-
fectory man’, you will receive and deliver food to the soldiers,
and sometimes you'll make me breakfast. Once a week, you'll
also have to cook, to cover for the cook when he goes to sup-
ply the basic groceries, like flour, sugar, salt...

My biggest problem was solved now. I became a ‘refectory man'.
I finally started enjoying the beautiful gulf. I used to get up late,
go fishing with the lieutenant, then go swimming and diving in the
gulf, and catching lobsters. Thanx to my beloved, I was saved from
keeping the unbearable watch.

However, something completely unexpected happened very
soon. I received a letter but this time it was not from my beloved,
it was from a friend of mine. The letter read that my girlfriend had
been going out with the ‘already known’ wooer S. L. I knew that
he had been trying to find a way to get closer to her, because he
was feeling bad about everything that had happened, but I simply
could not allow for it to happen. I had always been a person that
never wanted to hurt anybody. I mostly despised laughing behind
somebody’s back and it was unacceptable for me to be the ‘laugh-
ing stock’. I hated being doublecrossed by anyone.

Being very close with the lieutenant, I asked of him to give my
regular leave. I left home with only one purpose - to deal with her
once and for all, and never to think about that problem again. I went
to see her, and she looked as if she had been hardly waiting to see
me. She was really happy. I distinctly remember warning her:

-“ 1 told you, you can do whatever you want, just don’t
talk to him! You have to keep away from him because he is
not human!” I even hit her because I knew she would talk to
him. She swore she wouldn’t but unfortunately my predictions
proved to be right.

Then I told her:

-"You can only look at me for five more minutes and then
I'm leaving you forever.”

And that’s what happened. The five minutes passed and I left.
She was crying and calling me to come back, but I still left.

I spent my twenty days’ leave with my friends and family, and
then I went back to the army. After almost two months, I received
a letter from my friend, which read:

-“They are together, this time in a serious relationship. I
want you to know that she’s going to Bechichi on holiday, and
T'll let you know when she gets there. He is supposed to get
there later.”



MopouHa pa3bpas, Me 3a4yaM, ieka Taa NoBTOPHO 6ena co Hero.
MoBeKe HUWTO He Me WHTepecupalue. Mu ce jaBu u il 3aTBOPUB Tene-
¢oH. MoBTOpPHO MU ce jaBu:

- Te monam, mopam fia pasroBapam co Tebe. Cakam fia fo3HaeL
HEWTO Of MeHe npef Aa TM Kaxar gpyrute.

Cute 3Haeja cé, a jac HuwTo. W He Me MHTepecupalle, HO
3abenexas Aeka Apyrapute Me rnefaa noMHaKy, HEKaKo CO Janeme.
3akaxasMe 1 ce BUAoB co Hea. OTMAOBMeE Aa pa3roBapame 1 MU Kaxa
HeKou Tewku pabotu. buna yueHeTa Ha MHOry cpameH HauuH. Ha
efiHa Kaceta 6una 3noynotpebeHa of CTpaHa Ha Toj MAMOT.

- W cera wro? - ja npawas.

- Mopam pa 6upam co Hero 3a fia fioKaxaM npej Apyrute feka
Me caka, bupgejku cym nocpaMeHa M MHory noBpefieHa, Taka Mopa Aa
oupe.

- [lo6po, a wTo cakaw of meHe?

- Cakam pa ce rnepame! 3a MHaeT Ha Hero, 3a Cé 0Ba WTO MU IO
Hanpasu.

Taka u 6ewe. Ce rnegaBme Hacamo 6e3 HUKO]j fia 3Hae Cé aypu Taa
camaTa He Ofly4u ia PacKUHE CO Hero, Mako BO MefyBpeMe HUBHUTE
poauTenu pane 360p 3a 3emare. Ja npawas 30WTO pacKuHana.
CdaTus feka He My Tpeba TaKOB YOBEK W Taka OfYUMB.

OTcekoraw ja nouuTyBas 1 Ke ja nounTyBam mojata npea sbybos..
A Ke oCTaHe 1 BO MOETO nameTere.

Cera e cpekHa, MMa NpeKkpaceH Max, KojwWwTo yxuea gobap rnac. U
MWUCNaM AeKa NOBTOPHO ro fo6u OHa LWTO ro 3acyKyBalle.

A wTo Cce ofHecyBa Ao TMNOT 3a koj Bu 36opyBaB norope, go feH
LeHelleH, noBeKe of ABAECET roOfMHMU, He 360pyBaM co Hero. TokMy
nopagu MHOTYTe flary U HeYeCHW paboTy WTO v NpaBelle, MHOFYMUHA
Of MOMWTe Apyrapu He 360pyBaaT M He KOHTAaKTMpaaT co Hero. MeHe
MW € Xan 3a TakeuTe. Hema HUWTO Nonowo oA Toa fia Te coxanysaat
nyreto.

Mo BojckaTa ce BpaboTtus Bo habpukata 3a HatTa "PacduHepuja”
- neHewHa OKTA. Peuncu Bo cekoe MUCMO LWTO roO MULWYBAB Of BOjC-
KaTa 40 [OMa, ro MONIeB TAaTKO MU A3 MW Hajie paboTa, buaejku cuty-
auujata Mu bewwe katactpodanHa. Camo TaTko MU UMaLLe NNaTa, a jac
1 6paT MU BO UCTO BpeMe OTMAOBME W Ce BpaTUBME Of BOjCKa. Ycnea
¥ ABajuaTta aa Hé BpaboTu, MeHe Bo PacuHepujaTa, a GpaT Mu BO
Yenesapata. BegHalw noyHas fa paboTam fBaHaeceT Yaca [HEBHO.
®abpukata Gewe Bo M3rpagda v yCNoBOT 3a BpaboTyBare bewe aa
paboTam co TakBo paboTHo Bpeme. Hemawe mpparbe. Hu oo, Hu nene.
PaboTeB op wecT HayTpo Ao wecT HaBeyvep. N cekoj peH Taka. Mojata
ambuuuja NpOAOMKM CO 3anuLLyBarbeTO Ha haKynTeT, a UCTOBPEMEHO
1 yyeB 3a wodep.

[la ce no6ue Bo3ayka f03B0/1a BO TOA BpeMe He Gelue fecHa pab-
ota. HaBucTuHa 6Gewe MHory Tewko. Bpcku He goarfaa npeggug. Mo
efHa roguHa paboTa U Co NOMOLW Ha HEKOj KpeauT, ycneas Aa kynam
Kona rond - xonta 60ja, HajakTyenHa Mapka Bo Toa Bpeme. Bo3auka
HEMaB, BO3€B Ha IUBO 1 TEWKO MU OJELLE CO NoNarareTo.

NmaB MHOry fieBojkM €O Kou 6eB HOHCTON 3aefHO. 3ano3Has U
efiHa ieBojKa WTo ce BUKale Po3e - peuncu konuja Ha MojaTa cakaHa
N. P. Pose bewwe Mano HEXHO CyWITECTBO, HEBEPOjaTHO MHTEPECHa,
WHTenurenTHa. LLlera HacTpaHa, BTopaTa Bpcka MU felle cepuosHa.
Mokam fa Kaxam, BTopa /by60oB, HO MHOTy 61ucKa o npeata. Ogesme
u ce 3ab6aByBaBMe, HO cera GeB ManKy nocepuoseH u i objacHyeas
WTo Ke mpaBaM BO MBOTOT. A Taa Gewe Mana, He 1 Ce Bepyeale
OHa WTo 1 ro 360pyBaB M Taka HeCepuo3Ho cu ce cMeelle. Cute WTo
npeTxofHO NoAo6po He ja no3Hasaa W. P., mucnea peka cym nostop-
HO CO NpBaTa, He 3HaejKu u He BepyBajku aeka Po3e e cocem apyra
JINYHOCT, KOjaluTo IMYM M NOTCETYBA Ha npsaTta. [oBTOpHO ce poau
HeBepojaTHa Jby6OB U Ce NPeTBOPY BO CEpUO3Ha BPCKaA Of ABE rofu-
HU. Bo oBa BpeMe HULITO NOCEBHO He Ce Cy4u, OAEBME, Ce CaKaBMe
MHTEH3WBHO, a ApyruTe paboTu ce ofBMBaa camu no cebe.

3a ueno Bpeme, Aypu 1 BO BOjCKaTa, He ro 3a060paBMB MOjOT Npu-
jaren, munuuaeuot og ynuuata. EgHa v non roaguHa npawysaB Ha
CeKoja MUIMLMCKA KONa Kako Aa ro Hajaam, Ho 6e3 pesyntat. EgeH
LEH CO efeH Jpyrap ce BpakaBMme Of BexOarbe BO TepeTaHaTa BO
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When my friend Viki told me the date of her arrival, I made a plan.
I took my ID and the civil clothes I had brought with me before, and I
escaped from the army early in the morning. It was about four o’clock
a.m. I took the first ferry to Split. I was so mad that I didn’t even think
about the consequences from my escape. I had just enough money to
pay for the fare and to get to the holiday resort by taxi.

I had been in that camp before. The scouts’ squad used to
organize group trips there. It was really cheap because we slept
in tents.

I knew the guys who were tour guides for this squad; they were
my friends from school. When I got there it was almost night. One
of the tour guides addressed me, using the nickname I used to
have at school:

-“Brainiac, what are you doing here”

-“Nothing much, just looking for I. R.”

-“She is not here. She’s gone out with her friends but you
can wait for her. How come you are here, Brainiac?”

-“I ran away from the army.”

-“ 0h my God, you must be crazy! Now what?”

-“Now, nothing. I'm going to see her and then go back.”

At that moment, I only wanted to slap her face and leave im-
mediately so there wouldn't be any further consequences.

Some time around ten o’clock that night, I saw her coming
back with her friends. When she saw me, her legs started trembling.
I walked towards her decidedly, I slapped her and her earring came
off. Then I turned around wanting to leave. She grabbed me.

-“Where are you going?” she asked.

-“I'm going back now. I have nothing more to tell you.
Good-bye!”

-" Stay here with me.”

I thought that it would be better for me to stay because my
presence would hurt the idiot. I stayed there for seven days; we
shared the same tent. I felt sorry for her. She had made up her
mind this time. She didn’t care about anything else; she only want-
ed to be with me then.

I thought that the idiot would be hurt if he saw us together.
He arrived in his car after three days, and having seen me, he left
immediately in disgrace. After seven days, when the holiday was
over, I also left by a ferry. The military police arrested me imme-
diately and took me into custody. However, I was released in two
days upon the lieutenant’s request.

I found out later that she was with him again, which really
surprised me. I didn’t care about anything any more. She called me
on the phone and I hung up on her. Then she called again:

-“Please, I need to talk to you. I want you to find out
something from me before other people tell you about it.”

Everybody knew everything, and it seemed like I was the only
one who knew nothing. I didn't even care, but I noticed that my
friends used to look at me differently, as if feeling sorry for me. We
agreed to see each other again. I went to see her, to talk to her
and she told me some very strange things. She said she had been
blackmailed in a very shameful way. She had been abused by that
idiot who had her recorded on tape.

-“What now?” I asked.

-“ Now I have to be with him so that I could prove to the
others that he loves me. I have been embarrassed and hurt
very badly, and this is how it has to be.”

- 0K, but what do you want from me?”

-“ T want to go on seeing you! Qut of spite for him, for all
he has done to me.”

And so we went on seeing each other. We did it secretly, with-
out anyone knowing about it. One day she decided to break up with
him, even though their parents had talked about their marriage. I
asked her why she had broken up with him. She said:

-“T realized I didn’t need a man like him, that’s how I
made up my mind.”

I have always respected my first love and I always will. She will
always have a special place in my memory.

She is a happy woman now. She has a wonderful husband that
enjoys a good reputation. I think she finally got what she de-
served.

As far as the guy I told you about before is concerned, I'm
still not on speaking terms with him, even after more than twenty
years. Because of all the lies he told and the many dishonorable
things he did, a lot of my friends haven't spoken to him or even



Hacen6ata byten. Toj Bo3ewe, a Hemalwe Bo3ayka. lpef yumnuwTeTo
"MeTanypr”, Ha efiHa KpWUBWHA, 3[0rNEfaBMe MUIULMCKA KONA KaKo
cTonupa. 3acTaHaBMe Ha fiBAa MeTpa npepj Hea, gpyrap mu [paro
“3ne3e, a jac 0CTaHaB BO BO3UNOTO. MUAMLLAELLOT MOKaxa CO NPCT KOH
MeHe Aa pgojaam. U opepHaw wro Ke Bupgam! Mojot npujaten munu-
uaed,. Mpeanat McnywTMB Aa Npalam BO NOJMLUCKATA KOJA 33 Hero, a
T0j eTe ro 6aw Tyka. BegHaw My kaxas geka cym ro Gapan.

- He Tv BepyBamM, ga cu me 6apan ke cu me HawWoN.

- Ama BepyBaj My, NpBNAT He CyM U3N1eron Aa npawam 3a tebe.

- He me uHTepecupa, TM ceu, a T 0an No fokymeHTtuTe! [iparo
oTMae no foKkymeHTuTe. bupejkn Hemalwe Bo3ayka, ce BpaTh 3aefHo
CO efleH Apyr Muauuael, 3a ypreHuuja. Ja 3amonu natponata fa He
nywTn 6e3 KasHa. MojoT No3HajHUK MUAKULLAEL, Ce COrNacu Noj ycnos
Ja My BeTaM fieka ke ro noGapam 3a Aa ce Buaume. Betus, ce nos-
ApaBuBMeE U TOa Gelle BTOPOTO BUAYBAHE CO HErO.

Hukako He MOXeB [a 3eMaM BO3ayKa. IMaB nosioxeHo TeCToBM
6e3 Ka3HeTu noeHu, a Ha "BOXHa” nagHas eguHaecet natu. Oges Ha
nonarare BO KOXHO “0aeno” v 4ynusmu, co oonra Koca, UCTo OHAKoB
Kako wTo u3rneaam u cera. ltom Ke me Bugewe Komucujarta segHal
Me GyTkale, 6e3 Aa BUAM KaKO BO3aM.

Mo cnyyajot co [lparo v No3HajHUKOT MUAMLAEL, NOMUHA U3BECHO
BpeMe. W HaTamy ce pacnpaluyBaB 33 MOjOT MO3HAjHUK MUAMLLAEL, BO
CeKoja MUAMLMCKA Koma WTo Ke ja cpeTHeB. W Taka Hekonky mec-
ey, MOXebu v rofiMHN He ro CpeTHaB MunuuaewoT. Bo Mojara 3rpaga
uMalle efeH ManKy noctap Ae4yko Koj ce Bukawe Auo. Toj MHory
ofelle no KadeaHu, a Hemalue Bo3ayka U HeKoJKynaTu belwe conu-
paH 04 MOjOT No3HajHMK. MUAMLAeLOT ro npalyBan Kage Xusee, a
Auo no appeca Gewe TOYHO BO MojaTa 3rpaja, AiBa KaTa norope, 3a
Aa My nopaya Aa Me no3gpasu u aa ro nobapam. Toa ce cayyyBano
Hekonkynatu. Epex geH Auo me cpekaBa v MU Benu:

- Cnywaj, 30kK, YoBEKOB NMOBTOPHO Me aTu, Te no3apasu u Me
nywTn! MHory Te caka, no6apaj ro. Toj TM € BUCTUHCKM npujaTen.

Hukako He MOXeB fia ro cpeTHam MunuuaelLoT. Mpawysas apyru
MUAULAjLM, CUTE FO NO3HABAA, HO ETE HE MOXEB [ia HANeTaM Ha Hero.
Bewe Hegena kora ja MueB Konata npea 3rpagata M Ha rnaeHata
ynuua cnpotu dabpukarta “Ankanous”, Ha oKosly ABECTE A0 TPUCTa
MeTpU 04 MEeHe, MMalle NapKupaHo MuAMLCKa Kona. Ha konara Gewe
NoTNpeH efleH MUAKLAEL U rnepale KoH MeHe. BegHaw TprHas KoH
Hero. Ha pecet meTpu o MUaMLaeLoT Me npecpeTHa 6patoT Ha Auo
¥ BeHALW ro npawas:

- [la He e 0HOj MOjOT NpujaTen, KOjLITO NOCTOjaHO Me MO3LpaByBa
npeky 6par T?

- He, He e T10j. 0BOj e nomnag, jac ro no3HaBam Toj.

- CurypeH nin cn?

- Cto HacTo Kora T Benam!

Ce BpaTWB Ha3apg v NPOLOIKMB CO MUEHETO Ha KonaTa. Mo gecer
MUHYTM [I0jA€ MUNMLAELOT KOjIITO NPETXOAHO rNeaalle KoH MeHe. o
npeno3Has, Toa 6elle MOjOT NO3HAJHUK KOj MU peye:

- Cera ce yBepuB Konky Me Gapaw. Leno Bpeme yekaB ganu ke
[0jAell, HO BUJOB JeKa Me JlaxeLll.

Kako ma My oGjacHam peka Wne, 6pator Ha Auo, MM Kaxa
norpelHo Aeka Toj He e Toj. MoeTo yBepyBatbe He maneuwe. Bo He-
roBuTe o4Yn 6eB NaXro. A HUKOrawW BO XMBOTOT He CyM 6apan HeKoj
TOJIKY MHOTY M HUKOTaLW HEKOj NOCTap YOBEK O, MeHe, 6e3 pasnuka Ha
3aHUMaHETO, He MU Ce MOHYAMA KaKo npujaten. [loToraw u He 3HaeB
33 BUCTUHCKO NpujaTtencteo. MuanLaeLot npoaomKu:

- Y6aBa kona. Yuja e?

- Moja!

- bpaBo, a Bo3auka umaw nu?

- He, HUTY nak Moxam fa nonoxam!

- 3owTo0?

- Ma Buan me kako usrnepam, aBaHrapga! Koj op Taa reHepauuja
Moxe fia Me pa3bepe meHe. Camo wWTo Ke Me BMAAT Me ByTKaar.

- A TectoBU ganu nonoxu?

- [la, u Toa o NpBa, 63 Ka3HeTH, Ho Ha “BOXHa" naram BeKke egu-
HaeceT NaT¥ M MMaM NPaBo ywTe efHawW Aa nonaram. Motoa noBTOpPHO

contacted him for a long time. I feel sorry for guys like him. And
there’s nothing worse than to be pitied by people.

After the army, I got a job with the oil factory “Refinery” - to-
day’s OKTA.

In almost every letter I wrote home while I was in the army, I
used to ask my father to find me a job because my financial situa-
tion was disastrous. My father was the only one who had a salary,
whereas my brother and I went to and came back from the army at
the same time.

My father somehow managed to find us both a job. I was em-
ployed with the Oil refinery and my brother became an employee of
the Ironworks factory.

I immediately started working twelve hours a day. The factory
was still under construction and the prerequisite to get the job po-
sition was to accept a twelve-hour working day. There was no way
out. I couldnt even make a complaint about it. I worked from six in
the morning until six in the afternoon. It was the same every day.

My ambition was continued by enrolling a faculty, and I was
taking driving lessons at the same time.

Getting a driver’s license at that time was not an easy thing
to do. In fact, it was really difficult. Pulling strings was out of the
question.

After a year's work and having taken a credit, I managed to buy
a car - a yellow Golf, the trendiest type at that time. I didn’t have
a driver’s license, but I still drove the car ‘cause I was having a hard
time passing the driving test.

I used to have many girlfriends whom I would spend most of
my time with. I met this girl, whose name was Roze - almost a copy
of my ex beloved I. R. Roze was a sweet little thing, amazingly
interesting and intelligent. Joking apart, my second relationship
was really serious. I can openly say, though this was my second
love, she was almost as close to my heart as the first one. We were
dating and having fun, but this time I was a bit more serious and I
used to tell Roze about my future plans in life. She was very young
and she couldn’t believe what I was telling her. She would just
laugh at me childishly.

Everybody who knew I. R. thought that I was dating the first
girlfriend again, not knowing and not believing that Roze was a
completely different person that only looked like my first love.

Incredible love was born between us, which turned out to be
a committed relationship that lasted for two years. Nothing out
of the ordinary happened during this period. We would go out to-
gether, we loved each other deeply, and all the other things just
happened along the way.

Meanwhile, even while I was in the army, I never forgot about
my friend, the policeman from the street. For a year and a half, I
would stop to ask every police car that I would come across about
how to find him, but my efforts ended up with no result. One day,
a friend of mine and I were coming back from a gym in the place
called Butel. My friend was driving and he didnt have a driver’s
license. Right in front of the school “Metalurg”, on a curve, we saw
a police car pulling over vehicles. We stopped two meters before it,
my friend Drago got out and I stayed in the car. The police officer
pointed his finger toward me as a sign that he wanted me to come.
And boy, whom did I see! My friend, the policeman. This was the
first time I hadn't asked a police car about him, and there he was.
I told him right away that I had been looking for him.

-“I don’t believe you”, he said, “if you had been looking
for me, you would have found me.”

-“Believe me when I tell you. This is the first police car I
haven't asked about you.”

-“ I don't care. You - stay here, and you (talking to my
friend) go fetch the documents”.

Drago went home as if to bring the documents. Since he didn't
have a driver’s license, he came back with another police officer
that was supposed to get us out without a ticket. He asked the
patrol officers politely to let us go, and they didn’t fine us. My
acquaintance agreed to let us go under one condition - that I
promise to call him. I made that promise, we shook hands and that
was my second encounter with him.

I really had a hard time getting the driver’s license. I had
passed the test without having done any mistake, but I had to redo
the practical test eleven times. I used to show up there dressed in a
leather ‘suit” and wearing boots, with long hair, just as I look now.
As soon as the Commission would see me, they had already decided



MOpaM o[} MOYETOK CO TECTOBM U TaKa HajBepojaTHO GECKOHEeYHO.

- E, na ga 6ugam uckpeH, fa Me nobapauwe Ke ro Hemawe Toj
npo6nem noseke. Ce 3Ham co Komucujara, ke ro pewesme Toa 1 cera
Ke uMalle BO3auka.

Monues. LLTo 1 ga KaxeB Ke usrnepgalwe Aeka noseke ro naxam,
uako 6eB UCKpeH. MHory ro 3acakas 0BOj YOBeK, KOjLTO Gelue NpB BO
MOjOT XMBOT WTO M3ne3e tep, MaKo MK Gele HEMO3HaT, a 3ropa Ha
TOa M Muauuael. Me npawa Kora noBTOpHO Ke nonaram.

- Bo cpega!

- Ajpe cera npujaTHo u Ke ce Buaume Hekoraw. Bo cpepa co
cpeKka! - My nopava v cu 3amuHa.

Toj meH Ha noiarareTo 3aMUHaB paHo. IMaB HeKoe NpeTyyBCTBO
JeKa Ke ro cpeTHaMm no3HajHUKoT. lpen caMmnoT BNe3 Ha NONUrOHOT
3abenexaB MUAMLMCKA KONA M MUAMLAeL, KOjWTO MU ja noKaxa
nankara 3a cTon. 3acTaHaB ¥ BMAOB [ieKa T0a e MUIMLAELOT KOjWwTo
ro no3HaBeam.

- 0ooo! Ce cpeTHaBMe, kakBa cnyyajHocT! McnpaBute u Bo3aukata,
monam!

- 3Hael fieKa HemaMm.

- Huwro, ka3Ha!

N noyHa pa nuwysa. Ce coMHeBaB feka CM NOJUIPpYBa CO MEHe,
HO MOXeOW HAaBMCTWUHA FO HaBPeAWB MUHATMOT MaT Kora He [0jAOB
[0 Hero. My Hanuwa 1 My ja Bpauu KasHata. Ho He 3abopasu fa Mu
nocaka cpeka Ha nosnarareTo.

Ce npawysas: - 30WTO TOKMY MEHe [ja MU Ce C/lyyyBaaT BaKBU
pabotu? 3apem TONKY cym Gakcy3? Ta He cym ro Tenan locnog co
Kamerba.

0TKaKo ro nosoxue BO3EHETO HA NONIMFOHOT, O 3[0rNefaB MUN-
“LaeLoT Bo npoctopujata kaj Komucujata. Cu nomucnue moxebu e
CNy4ajHO MNM NaK yprupa 3a Hekoj Apyr. He BepyBaB geka 6u um
pekon na me 6yTHAT Ha ucnuToT. BepojaTHo, yprupa 3a MeHe. A Ko-
j3Hae. Moxebu ¥ He MU HanuWa BUCTUHCKA Ka3Ha M Me CTaBa BO
UCKylleHWe [0 nocnefeH MoMeHT. lpu3HaBaM, Takeo ronemo Aobpo
He ce Npaeu 3a cekoro. Bo Toa Bpeme aa uMaw Bo3auka Gelwe MHoOry
Tewko. Hekou nyfe, no MHOTY roAMHU HEYCNEWHO nonarake, ce MMaa
1 oTKaxaHo. EpeH og Hue Gewe u Auo. Of negeceTuHa nyfe, Ha non-
arareTo NoOMMHYBaa fiBa-TpojLa KOMWTO M1 NULWYBaLIe U BO BECHUK.
HajsepojatHo u Tve 6ea npeky Bpcka. 0TugoB Ha “"BoXHa”, @ MUAK-
LaeLoT 3Haele TOYHO Ha Koja penauuja Ke Gupam. Kora 3aBpims
CO BO3€eHETO, N3neryBajku o konata Ha Komucujata, Mu pekoa fieka
He cyM nonoxwun. [lojae MuaMLAeLoT WTO Me ciefelle U Me Npawa
B030yaeHo:

- Wto 6ugHa?

- MapHas.

- Kako?- ce 3anpenactu.

- Taka. He nonoxws.

- He e moxHo, M1 BeTUja, Aojau BegHaw co meHe.!

OTugoBMe BO kaHuenapwujata Ha Komucujata.

- Mune, peun mu, Kako Moxelue oBa ja MM ro Hanpasuw? leykoto
He 3rpewy, 3a Yuj MHaeT e oBa? 3HaewW LWTO C& CyM Hanpasuj 3a
Tebe!

N HanyTeH munuuaeuot usnese co meHe. Toraw cdartue geka
NO3HajHWUKOT CaKale Aa MU NMOMOTHe U KONKy Gele UcKpeHa Hero-
BaTa )enba 3a ga noaoxam.

- He e BaxHO! - My pekoB. - BaxHo e geka T1 ce noTpyau, a Takeo
HEeWTO HMUKO]j He HanpaBwA 3a MeHe.

- Cnywaj! - mu peye. - Jac Taka ecHo He ce OTKaXyBaM.

- He e BaXHO. 3Haew geKa NOMUHA efHa FOLMHA, @ NPaBo Ha nof-
ararbe UMaMm Ha cekou aBaeceT fieHa. EfHa roguHa uctekysa 3a wect
JeHa TaKa LITO OBOj NaT HEMaM LuaHCca.

Me npeceye:

- He! Vimam npaBo Kako yeceH munuuael, No TONKY Bpeme, egHall
Ja YyKHaM Ha BpaTa Kaj Ha4yanHUKOT M Aa nobapam Jo3Bona 3a
BOHpPeAHO nonarare. YwTe egHa waxca!

OBa CKOpO Len XWBOT rO [OXWBYBaM, HEKOj CKPUEH LioKep
CeKoralw nocTou, He MOXEB fia ro Hajaam, Ho Kora belwe noTpebHO

not to let me pass, even without seeing my driving abilities.

Some time passed after this event with my friend Drago and my
policeman acquaintance. I kept on asking around about him every
time I would see a police car. Many months passed by, maybe even
years, and I didn’t meet him anywhere.

An older guy, named Aco, lived in my building. He used to go
out a lot, but he didn't have a driver’s license and he happened to
be stopped by my acquaintance several times. The policeman asked
him where he lived, and his address was exactly in my building,
two floors above. The policeman told him to say hi to me and to
remind me to find him. This had happened several times. One day
Aco saw me, and he said:

-“Listen, Zoki, this policeman you know has stopped me
again. He only told me to say hi to you and he let me go! He
is very fond of you, you know. You should really look for him!
He is a true friend.”

I tried really hard to find him. I would ask other officers and
they all knew him, but I simply couldn’t run into him.

It was Sunday when I was washing my car in front of my build-
ing. I saw a police car parked on the main street, opposite the
factory “Alkaloid”, at about two to three hundred meters away from
me. There was a police officer leaning against the car and looking
in my direction. I headed towards him as soon as I saw him. Just
before I reached him, about ten meters before, I met Aco’s brother
and I asked him:

-“Isn’t that the police officer who constantly says hi to me
through your brother?”

-‘No, that’s not him”, he said. “This one is younger, I
know that guy and he looks differently.”

-“Are you sure?” I asked.

-“A hundred percent positive!”

I went back to my car and continued washing it. The police
officer, who had been looking at me before, came to me after ten
minutes. I recognized him, he was my acquaintance. He said:

-“ Now I'm convinced how much you have been looking
for me. I've been waiting for you to come the whole time, but
now I see that you were lying.”

How could I explain to him that Ile, Aco’s brother, had just told
me that he wasn’t the man I was looking for? I tried to convince
him that I was telling him the truth, but it didn't work. I was a
liar in his eyes. Never before in my life had I been trying to find
someone that hard. And never before in my life had any older man,
regardless of his occupation, offered to be my friend. I didn’t even
know the meaning of the word ‘true friendship” up till then.

The policeman continued:

-“Nice car. Whose is it?”

-“It's mine.” I said.

-“Congratulations! And what about a driver’s license, do
you have one too?”

-“No, I don't. I cant even pass the practical driving test!”

-“Why not?”

-“Well, look at the way I look, avant-garde! Who could
show understanding for me when there’s a generation gap be-
tween the members of the Commission and myself? They know
they won't let me pass as soon as they see me.”

-“And have you passed the tests?”

-“Yes, I have. I did it from my first try, without making a
single mistake, but the driving part is what gives me trouble.
I have been failing it for eleven times now, and if I don't pass
next time, I'll have to redo the tests again. This will probably
go on until forever.”

-“Well, to be frank with you, if you had looked for me
before, you wouldn't have had that problem. I happen to know
the members of the Commission and we would have dealt with
it. You would have had a driver’s license by now.”

I kept quiet. Whatever I said then, would only look like I was
lying even more, although I was being honest. I became very fond
of this man. He was the first person in my life that was fair to me,
although I hardly knew him. Moreover, he was a police officer. He
asked when I was going to take the driving test again.

-“On Wednesday!” I replied.

-“ 0K, by now, and maybe we’ll see each other again some
time. Good luck on Wednesday!” he said leaving.

On the day when I was to take the driving test, I left home
early. I had a feeling that I would meet my acquaintance. Before



u3nerysauwe Ha nomow. OTMAOBMe 3aefiHO, TOj BNe3e Kaj HayanHUKOT
¥ “3[ejCcTBYBA fia Monaram BO MOCNEAHMOT ieH Of rofMHaTa, 3alWTo
NpaBOTO HA MUCMMUT MO BO3EHE MU UCTeKyBale. MunuuaeLoT 3aKaxa
u Bupyeare co Komucujata. CegHaBMe Ha nujayka U um objacHu
A€eKa M0joT U3rneg, rapaepobarta 1 KocaTa He Ce BaXKHMU, AeKa jac cym
BUCTUHCKM HeroB npujaten u pobap gevko. 0Boj nat nonoxus. Bo
nocnefeH MOMEHT U CO nociiefeH “Llokep” cTaHaB perynapeH Bo3au
CO BO3ayKa 1038013, Ce pa3bupa, bnarogapejku Ha MOjOT BUCTUHCKM
npujaten, munuuaeuot CtaHojko CaBeBCKu.

Mo no6uBareTo Ha BO3ayKaTta O3B0/, MOjaTa HOBA Xenba bewe
Ja 3aMMHaM BO CTpaHcTBO. 3owTo? [loafaa ractapbajtepu of cute
CTPaHU Ha CBETOT, CO jaKu Mepuefecu, MofHK co napu. Packaxysaa
NPUKa3HU [eKa TaMy e PajoT, a OBAe He 3Haeslie 30WTO BOOMLWTO W
Jolune 1 efiBaj Yekane Aa ce sparat. Mojara xenba aa 3amuHam belwe
nperonema. Heusapxnuea Gewe v cutyaumjata Ha fABajua 6paka Bo
eneH ctaH. Cnueeme BO efHa coba M Hemalle Kaje Aa AOHecew fje-
Bojka. Toa Me NpuUHyAM Aa He ce konebam. EfHOCTaBHO, MUCIEB eKa
CO O/IEHETO BO CTPAHCTBO MOXEB CaMo Aa Aobujam, a He fa usrybam.
Tonky 6eB 3e/1eH WTO NOMUCNYBAB HUKOral NoBeKe fia He ce BpaTam.
OpnyKnTE, KOU 3a CEKOro ce HajTelwkw, 3a meHe 6ea HajnecHu. Cu
MUCNEB:

- MHuory necHo, Tpe6a Aa 3Haew wTo AobMBaw, a WTO rybuw.
Kou ce nocneguuute? Konkas e pusukot? o “cknanaw” mo3aw-
KoT u 6eHr!!! Toa e Toa. Hema npomawyBare 3aWTO Npalwarsara ce
oAHanpepn oprosopeHu. Moxebu Ke 6onu, ama Toa € HOpPMAaNHO 3a
Ja Cce ycnee BO XMBOTOT. AKO He 60AM, HA KPajoT Ha KpawwTaTa, He
e Hu cnatko. 3atoa Tpeba fa ce usgpxu. [a pasmucnysalw Mygpo,
€HEPrUYHO, COo rosiema xenba u Bepba fieka cé e MOXKHO.

(1 nocTaBMB WECT TOYKW: MPBO, 33 @ 3aMuHaMm, MU Tpebawe
BM3a; BTOPO, la HajAaM HeKoja [eBojka, HajBepojaTHO mocTapa WTo
Ke ce rpuxu 3a MeHe Aypu Aa noyHam co pabota; TpeTo, Aa Hajaam
HauYMH Kako Aa fobujam perynapHu JOKYMEHTU CO KOM Ke MoXaM fia
61aam efeH of TAMOLHMTE CO CUTE NPaBa; YeTBpPTO, f1a Ce 0CaMOCTO-
jam of NMYHOCTA CO Koja Ke NOYHaM fia KMBEaM CnoroAGeHo; netro,
Ja oTBopaM GM3HMC 3a fia CTaHaM KaKoB-TAKOB ra3ga U LWecTo, Aa ja
3eMaM MojaTa cakaHa Tamy. MoToa Ke npaBam HOBM NJAHOBU, [OBOJ-
HO e CeBO 0Ba 3a MOYETOK.

3anoyHaB co TouykaTa noa 6poj eaeH. Mo oaHecos Mojot rond Ha
npopaxba 3atoa wWTo Mu bewe cé wto umas. Co napute nnaHupas
Ja KynaMm KapTa, a U Aa ro pacyucram KpeauToT WTO NPETXOAHO o
oTnnakas. “beHr!” - on npea Aojae MywTepuja u rondoT ce npoaaae
32 HeKoja 3a[0BO/MTENIHA CyMa 3a HeroBaTa BpefHOCT. BepHauw
1 jaBue Ha Po3e. Taa BUyfoOBMAEHA, HE BepyBalle [1eKa TakKa IeCHO
MOXaM Aa rv [oHecyBaM oafyKuTe 1 aa ru cnposefyeam. Motoa noa-
HECOB [OKYMEHTU 3a Aa fobujam Bu3a 3a ABCTpanuja, HO W BO Toa
BPeEMe KaKo U eHec, TeWKo ce foOMBalle TypucTUyKa Bu3a. Ml nak He
3HaeB 30WTo, ama 6eB curypeH aeka Ke ja gobujam. 3a uHTEpBjy MU
3akaxaa Bo benrpag. MHorymuHa 6ea of6MBaHK, ama CO NOMOW Ha
MojaTa cpeKHa sBe3fa ycrneas fa Aobujam TypucTUYKa BU3a, a NOTOA
U3BaAMB M aBMOHCKA KapTa. [lOBTOpPHO HanpaBuB rofema npocnasa,
3aToa LWTO aKO NaTyBall Aaneky, AypW LBaeceT U ABA Yaca NeTare
CO aBMOH, HUWTO BeKe He e Taka nNpefBUANMBO. Ha 3aMuHyBarbe, Ha
aepoapomoT fojae u mojot npujaten CraHojko CaBeBcku. 3a npenat
ro BUJOB TaTKO MU CO con3u Bo ouute. Camo Mu gage egHa KHUra no
aHTINCKM 3aToa WTO He 3HAaeB HUTY efeH 360p W Taka, MaBTajku, ce
KauuB BO aBMOHOT 6€3 ja pa3mMucayBam 3a Wro 6uno.

3a MHOry Mou apyrapu Gelwe HechaTNUBO WTO CaKas: UMaB pabo-
Ta, Kona, pammnuja, a opgam - kage? Cenak, 3HaeB fieka HajManky e Toa
WTO Ke HayyaM HewWTo, Ke 3an03HaaM HOB CBET, a BO MEHe nocToeLle
HeKoja HafexX AeKa Ke ycneaMm MHOTY M Ha Apyr naaH.

MpBaTta cTaHuua Kaj Koro Tpebauwe fAa ofam Gewe efeH 6patydes
Ha TaTKo MU. MHory ce nouuTyBaa. MojpoB kaj Hero u 3a camo fiBa
L€Ha MOYHAB A3 Ce COOYYBAM CO TAMOWHWOT MeHTanuTeT. [pBo
WTO cakas Gewe fa paboTam, Aa MONYaM U A3 NOMUHAM Ha TOYKaTa
ABa. VMimae Hapep6a Bo MojaTta rnaea v 3HaeB Aeka Hea Tpeba fa ja
noyutyam. PaboTeB Hag MoWTE CWAW, KAKO HWUKOTaW AOTOral, aga-

the entrance of the polygon I noticed a police car and a police
officer, who raised a stop sign in front of me. I pulled over and
realized that it was the police officer I knew.

-“ Ah! What a coincidence that we meet again! The driv-
er’s license and the other documents, please.”

-“You know I don’t have them.”

-“Then you'll get a ticket!”

And he started writing it. I had some doubts that he was just
playing jokes on me but then again, I thought, maybe I had really
hurt his feelings the last time when I didn't approach him first. He
wrote the ticket and gave it to me. However, he didn't forget to
wish me luck when taking the driving test. I was wondering:

-“Why do things like this always happen to me? Am I such
a jinx? I have never done anything so bad in my life to deserve
this.”

After passing the polygon part, I saw the police officer in the
office with the Commission. I thought it might be a coincidence
or he could be urging for somebody else. Who knows? Maybe he
didn’t even write me a real ticket. Maybe he was just tempting me
to the last moment. I admit, such a good deed is not done for just
anybody.

It was very difficult to get a driver’s license in those days. Some
people, after years of failing, had eventually given up. One of them
was Aco, because out of about fifty people, only two or three would
pass and their names were published in a daily newspaper. Probably
all of them had passed by pulling some strings.

I was now about to do the driving part, and the police officer
knew exactly which direction I was going to be sent to. When it
was all over, the Commission told me that I had failed again as I
was coming out of the car. The police officer who had been follow-
ing me, came to me and asked me excitedly:

-“"What happened?”

-“Nothing, I failed.”

-“What do you mean you failed. How could this be?” he
was astounded.

-“I didn't pass and that’s it.”

-“That's not possible, they promised me. Come with me
immediately!

We went to the Commission’s office.

-“Mile, tell me, how could you do this to me? The young
man didn’t make any mistake while driving. Out of whose spite
is this happening? You remember what I have done for you!”

The police officer was raging and we both went out. Then I re-
alized that my acquaintance had been really trying to help me out
and that his desire for me to pass the test was sincere.

-“It doesn’t matter!” I said. “What matters is that you
tried to help me, and no one else has ever done anything like
that for me.”

-“Listen!” he said. “I don't give that easily”.

-“But it really doesn’t matter now. You know that I can
only take the test every twenty days during one year. This
year is about to finish, there are only six days left, so I know
I don’t stand a chance.”

He cut in:

-“No! I have the right, after all this time of being an hon-
orable police officer, to knock on the superintendent’s door
for once and ask permission for another chance for you!

Things like this have been happening to me almost my entire
life. An ace up my sleeve, a ‘hidden joker' has always been out
there somewhere. At times I couldn't find it, but it would appear
every time I needed it.

We went to the superintendent’s office together. He went in
and managed to obtain another chance for me on the last day of
the year, because that’s when my final term to take the driving test
was officially expiring. The police officer also made an appointment
with the Commission. We sat down for a drink and he explained to
them that my outward appearance, the clothes and the hairstyle
were really not important, that I was a very good friend of his and a
really good young man. This time I passed. At the very last moment
and with the last joker’, I became a legitimate driver with a driver’s
license, and all this, of course, thanx to my true friend, the police
officer Stanojko Savevski.

Having obtained my driver’s license, my next new desire was
to go abroad. Why? Because people who made their living abroad
used to come back to their homeland from all over the world, driv-



HaeceT yaca 6e3 cefHyBarbe, BO Manata MaHudakTypHa tabpuka 3a
NPOM3BOACTBO HA Pa3HU Ma3Hu runceHu urypu. He nomuHaa asa-
TPU [ieHa U My pekoB Ha MuTko, 6paTyyedoT Ha TaTKo MU, fieKa Ke
u3nesam Beyepsa Hekage. He moxele fa Bepysa.

- Kape? OBpge He ce usnerysa cam. OBa He e "Jy”, Tv He 3Hael Hu
4a 300pyBall TyKaLWHO.

NwmaB kaj MeHe Hekon apgpecu u TenedoHu Ha nyfe of Ckonje kou
Ce Tamy U ce foroBopuB Aa Me 3emat. [lojooa co kona, bewe pabo-
TeH [ieH, U3NeroBMe BO AMCKO M MUCNEB HA MojaTa BTopa Hapefba.
OTvpoB Aa BMAAM LITO CE CyYyBa OBfE HaBeyep, Kako Ke Me mpu-
thaTtaT TyKalWHWTe [EBOjKM - eANHCTBEHATa Hafjex 3a meHe. OBpeka
3HaeB fieKa He Moxam fonro. U koj Ke me Tpnu meHe? - Camo Hekoja
Koja Ke MMa KaKOB-TaKOB MHTEPEC Of} MEHE.

Kora u3nerosme Hemalle XMB YOBEK BO rpafioT, NycTo, OrpoMm-
HU 3rpagu, 6eToH. Tamy, BO paboTeH JeH KWBO Nuie He W3jeryea
HaBeuep, kamonu Yyosek. PaboTelwe camo HeKoj cu knyb koj Gelwe npa-
3eH. Co mouTe npBu 3apaboTeHn napu Bo MaHWUdaKTypaTa rv YecTeB
nyfeTo WTo 6ea co MEHE W ce cekaBam f06pO, UM o NNaTUB U GEH3N-
HoT. Mo Manky noyHaBs Aa ce pa3oyapyBaM, 3alUTO BUJOB [ieKa OBLe
nyfeTo pa3nMyHO pa3MUCIyBaaT W Aeka Ke buge Tewko. Ho Hemas
u36op. Ywre Kora 6eB [OMa, Taka CU F0 3aMUC/yBaB MOjOT NOYETOK
BO TyfuHaea. Co AeYKOTO M HeroBaTa cecTpa ce JOroBOpuUBME naK fia
u3neseme B caboTa, 3aT0a WTO HeMaB GyKBaJHO HUKOj, @ U HE caKas
HUKOMY fia My npedyam. OHM 6ea HelWTo NOManu o MeHe, Na MOXEB fia
ja KoHTponupam cutyaumjata. Bo cabota rpafot Gewe nonH, Hapoga,
LEeBOjKW, My3uKa. BneroBme BO efHa AWCKOTEKa, Ce CMeCTUBME [0
WAHKOT W He MOMWHAA HU NET MUHYTU eTe TU eHa CUMNATUYHa AeBO-
jka. [lojie po meHe u pypw ce no3apasueme. [le4koBo U cecTpa My He
MOXea Aa BepyBaaT. [leBojkarta belle MoWHe cumnaTuyHa. BepHaw
Ce BK/IONYW BO MOETO ApywWTBO. Ha npujatenkasa i pekos:

- Cnywaj, He 3HaM WTO fia 1 KaXkaM, He 3HaM HUTY efleH 360p aHT-
NINCKMY, jac Ke 360pyBaMm, a T Ke NpeBeayBall U Taka Ke ce ApyxuMe.

Beuepra Gelwe 3a6aBHo. [leBojkaTa ce Bukawe Tpejcu. Mu fage u
Hej3uH TenedoHcku 6poj v ce pa3oTMAOBME. YTpeaeHTa ro 3amMonus
YMYKO MU [ia ce jaBM Ha TenedOHOT Of AeBOjKaTa 1 Aa MU 3aKaXe CoC-
TaHOK. YNYKO MU ce Yygelle 1 He BEpyBaLLe BO TOA WTO MY KaXyBaM.
Ce Tpynewe fa Mu 06jacHu Hekou paboTu, HO MOMTE LIECT TOYKM Gea
jacHu u jac rases, oges Hanpega.

[leBojkaTa n3nese co meHe. Ja MMaB 3eMeHO TaTKoBaTa KHUra 3a
[a MOXaM Aa KOMYHWLMPaM CO Hea Ha aHTINCKK ja3uK. Mo npBoTo BY-
pyBatbe, chaTuB ieKa AeBojKaBa e Mana 3a MeHe. [la He ry6am camo
BpPeME, [1a He He MOXaM [ia ro UCMOHAM MOjOT MAaH? - CU MoMuUchy-
BaB. Moxebu Mu Tpeba nocTapa, WTo Ke Ce rpuxu 3a MeHe, a jac 3a
BO3BPaT fa ja 3a6aByBaM. [la 6ue HeWTo KaKo 3aejHUYKMU JOrOBOp.
HapegHuoT BUKeHA ja 3ano3HaB Kepu, He MHOry cuMnaTUyHa U fe-
CeT rOAMHM NOCTapa Of MEeHe, KOjalTo XuBeelle cama Bo KyKa. bes
HEeCTpniMB Kako Taa Ke me npudatu. Cectpata Ha AeykoBo, Jyne, Mu
Ce NOHYAM 4@ MW NOMOTHe BO yOefyBareTo Aa XuBeam co Hea. Ho
Taa He npudaKawe, cakawe HewTo noBeke of 06UYHO ApYKerse.
A Toa Mu bewe nocnepHata antepHatuea. Cu pekos, necHa pabota,
aKo Mopam, ke i GuAaM Aeuyko, camo M camo Aa Mme npudaru. Bo
mefyBpeme W npujatenkarta Jyne me nokaHu fa xueeam Kaj Hea. Ce
ynialWwue U HacTojyBas WTO Nobpry aa ce scenam kaj Kepu aypu He
ce uckomnauuupane pabortute. Jyne ucnagHa dep M M1 NOMorHa Bo
noHaTaMmollHaTa KoHBep3aLuja, buaejkn co KHurata Mu bewe MHory
TelKo.

N Taka 3a HEMOMH Mecel, ce UCENUB Of Kaj Ymuko mu. Toj ce
yydele U efHOCTaBHO MU ofo6pyBalle Aa MpaBaM Kako MUCiaM W
KaKo e Hajaobpo, HO Aa BHMMaBaM. [la He npaBaM HUWTO HAOpP3U-
Ha. Manky 6ewe u nyT, HO cenak, ce npecenus kaj Kepu u Taka
HabnMKyBaB KOH MojaTa Touka 6poj ABa. BegHaw noyHas aa ja kocam
TpeBaTa 4 fja i KynyBam cé wro Ke nocakawe. Bo mefyspeme npo6as
pa nobapam Hoea, nobnucka pabota, Guaejku npeTxogHaTa mu belwe
MHOTY ganeky of fomot Ha Kepu. OTuaoB Ha efHa yauua 6aucky o
MeCTOTO Kaj WTO XuBeeB. Mo Hej3MHaTa JOMKMHA UMALLE MHOTY Manu
tabpuku. Mpepn egHa o4 HYUB NUWYBALle AeKa UMA C10OOAHM MecTa.

ing a Mercedes and loaded with money. They would tell stories of
how wonderful life was there, and that they could hardly wait to go
back to their paradise.

My desire to leave my country and go abroad was enormous.
The situation of two brothers in one apartment contributed even
more to my decision. We shared the same room and none of us
could bring a girlfriend home. This forced me to be even more
determined and not to have any doubts about leaving. I thought
that by going abroad I had only to gain, and nothing to lose. I was
so ‘green’ that I even thought of never coming back. Making deci-
sions, which was very difficult for anyone, was the easiest thing
for me. I used to think:

- It's very easy. All you need to know is how much you
have to gain and what you have to lose. What's the risk? You
put the pieces of the mosaic together, and bang!!! That's it.
You can not go wrong because all the questions have been
answered ahead. Maybe it'll hurt, but that’s part of the process
if you want to succeed in life. In the end, if it doesn't hurt,
it'’s not worthwhile. That's why you need to endure. You need
to think wisely, energetically, with a lot of determination and
faith that anything is possible.”

I predetermined six things that I needed to do. Firstly, in order
to leave, I needed to get a visa; secondly, I would have to find
myself a girlfriend, probably older than me, who would take care of
me until I found a job; thirdly, I need to find a way how to procure
all the necessary documents that would make me enjoy the same
rights as the residents; fourthly, to become independent from the
person that I will start living with in an arrangement; fifthly, to
start a business so that I would be self-employed; and sixthly, to
take my beloved there along with me. This was enough for a start,
and I'd make the rest of the plans there.

I started with the first thing on my to-do list. I took my Golf
for a sale because it was all I had at the moment. I planned to buy
a ticket with the money, and to pay for the credit I had previously
taken in full. “Bang!” - a customer came at once and I sold the
Golf for a sufficient sum of money, taking into consideration its
worth. I called Roze immediately to tell her everything. She was
astonished by the easiness I made my decisions with and also by
the fact how easily I could put my plans into practice.

Then I applied to get an Australian visa, but it was as difficult
to get a tourist visa then as it is nowadays. And again, I didn't
know why but I was sure I was going to get it. They appointed an
interview for me in Belgrade. Many people’s applications were de-
nied. However, thanx to my lucky star, I managed to get a tourist
visa and I bought a plane ticket later.

I threw a huge party again, ‘cause when you travel somewhere
far, as far as twenty-two hours away by plane, then nothing is
predictable. When I was leaving, my friend Stanojko Savevski also
came to the airport. This was the first time I had ever seen my
father with tears in his eyes. He only gave me a book of English, as
I didn't speak a word of English. Thus, waving my hand, I got on
the plane trying not to think about anything else

For a lot of my friends it was incomprehensible why I would want
to leave. I had a job, a car, my family was here, and I wanted to go
- where? However, I knew that I would at least learn something, I
would see a whole new world. Somewhere deep inside of me there
was hope that I would be successful and not only in one field.

My first station, i.e. the first place I was supposed to go to,
was to find my father’s cousin. They had a lot of respect for each
other. I went to his place, and in only two days’ time I had to face
their mentality.

The first thing I wanted to do was to start working, to keep quiet
and thus to be able to move on to the item number two on my to-do
list. I had a command in my head and I knew that I had to obey it. I
worked beyond my capacity, as never before, for twelve hours a day
without a break. I was employed in a little factory manufacturing
different types of smooth stucco (plaster) figures. After two or three
days residing with my relatives, I told Mitko, my father’s cousin, that
I was going out one night. He couldn’t believe it.

-“Where will you go? You can’t go out alone here. This is
not ‘YU’, you can't even speak the local language.”

I had taken with me some addresses and telephones from
people from Skopje who were living in Australia, and I made an
arrangement with them to take me out. They came by car, it was a
working day, and we went out to a disco. I was thinking about my



bupaejku He 3HaeB aa 36opyBaM aHMKUCKK, NOYEKaB Aa AOjAE BPEMETO
3a naysa ¥ fa UCnuTaMm Kape ce cobupaat BpaboTeHuTe 3a Nojafok.
Hekapne okony efuMHaeceT 4acoT pabOTHULMTE Ce pacTpyaa no jagerse
BO OKOJIHUTE ceHaBuYapHuuu. Moronem 6poj og BpaboTeHuTe ce co-
Gpaa BO NapKoT Ao camata habpuka u Tyka nojasyeaa. Hacnywysas
Janu Hekoj o BpaboTeHuTe 360pyBa MakefoHcku. Pabpukute bea
npenonHu co MakefoHLM, Na No IOrMKa Ha HelwTaTa MOXeOu Hekoj Ke
nporosopy no Hawku. CnywHas 360pyBarbe Ha MaKke[oOHCKU. BegHaw
NpUjooB U UM PEKOB:

- llojneH cym of, MakenoHwuja, cam cym W xuBeam co efHa ABc-
TpanujaHka u UTHO MU Tpeba paborta.

- "boCoT HU ro BMKaaT bunu of ctapu Kkpaj e, onuTaj ro Hero,
MOXM Ke TV fauT paboTa”.

Baka 3Byyelle COBETOT 0/} IMLATA LWITO FM 3aN03HAB TyKa. 3aBpLuu
naysara, CUTe Bjieroa BHaTpe, a U jac co HuB. Toa bewe thabpuka
33 YeBJM BO KOja ce Npou3BefyBaa OKOAYy TPU Mjagu napa fHes-
HO, Na cekoj nap Tpebale Aa NOMUHe MpeKy 4YoBeuyka paka. Mu ro
nokaxaa bunu. Toj ce machTawe HaTamy-HaBaMy W BUKalle No NyreTo
3amMucnyBajku ce Kako Aia e Koj3Hae Koj. My npujpoB u My pekos:

- 3gpaBo, bunu, jac cym gojneH op MakepoHuja 1 oBe cyM CKOpo
ABa Mecella. He 36opam fo6po aHrnucku, Ho M1 Tpeba paboTa, na ako
MoXe fa MU afew paborTa.

- "Fuck you™! T'y6u ce oa Tyka! Kako cu cmeen aa snesew! - mu
Ce pa3BuKa, Mewajku 360poBY, T HA aHMIUCKM Te HA MaKefoHCKM. Cu
NOMUCAWB: OBOj MEHE 1N M€ HAjAe, aj Aa BMAMMe, ball Me MHTepecHpa
wTo Ke ce cayyu.

OcTaHaB fa yeKaMm Ha MCTOTO MECTO M Taka ApPeMeB BO MPasHo.
WHTynumjata mu Benewe Aeka Hemam WTo Aa usry6am. Yekas uen
yac. bewe okony TpuHaecet yacor, a bunu He me peukawe. Mnegajku
ja neHTaTa Kako ce BpPTW CO ronema Gp3uHa, CTaHa 4eTUpMUHaeceT
yacot. OuekyBaB Ja NoBMKAaT Hekoj Of 06e3befyBare U Aa Me UC-
¢pnat. OgegHaw bunu me BUKHA Aa fojoam [0 NeHTaTa, KpaTKo MU
noKaxa Kako ce pabotu u me octasu. Toa Gewe nocnegHata ¢asa
Ha NpOW3BOACTBEHATAa JieHTa WTO npoara npeg TeGe. o 3emaw
YeBEJIOT, ro CTaBall Ha efeH WNUL, ro NpeKpLIyBall KananoT, YeBenoT
Ce 0[]BOjyBa M MO BeJMYMHA HAa OPOjOT ro pefull Ha KOJWYKa, a Ka-
nanoT ro ¢pnaw Bo KyTujata oa MeTan cnopef 6pojoT Ha kananor.
Kora Ke ce HanonHu Konuykata ja Typkaw Bo Apyra npoctopuja. Jle-
CHO e 3a KaxyBarbe, amMa TelKo e 3a pabota. Tpu unjagu napa Bo
efiHa CMeHa e npeTepaHo MHory. Hukoj He T1 AaBa napw TyKy Taka.
3a pabortaTta npumaB ABecTa [ofapu HeAeNHO - TpUNaTu noseke Of
3apaboryBaykaTta Bo MakegoHuja. Bo cekoj cnyyaj, pobusareto Ha
pabotaTa 3a MeHe Gewe ycnex. [naHoT cnopep ToukaTta Aga Aobpo
ogewe. Ce BpaTuB goma kaj Kepu u npecpekeH i kaxaB feka np-
€MUHaB Ha HOBO paboTHO MecTo. U Tamy He Gelue ToKy NecHO Aa ce
BpaboTuL, 0cOGEHO aKo He 3Hael ja3uk. Taa ManKky ce 3a4ynu M camo
u3roBopu egHo 6paso. Mo aBa MeceLa jac BeKe MMaB KakBa TakBa oc-
HoBa. Cera Tpebale fa 6uaam fobap co Hea 3a fja CTekHe JoBepba Bo
MeHe. beB BO Hej3KHM palle U eAMHCTBEHO Taa MOXelle a Hanpasu
Ja ocTaHam Tyka. Taka paboTes, yueB Aa 360pyBaM, CHUMaB LTO Ce
cnyyysa. Bo mefyBpeme ce fonuuwysas co mojata Pose u it objacHy-
BaB CE&, OHaKa Kako WTO ce ofBuBaa pabotute. HajmHory nucma my
npakas Ha munuuaeuot CtaHojko CaBeBCKM, KOjWITO HUKOrawW He ro
ucnywras of yM. logeka paboTes Bo habpuKaTa 3a YeB/M, HA CEKOM
ABe Hepenu umas cnobopeH nnateH peH “sik pay”. o KopucTes 3a
Gapare Ha HoBa paboTa, MO MOXHOCT CO BTOpa WAW TpeTa CMEHa.
Cakas fja 6upam nomanky co Kepu, nametot mu Gele Bo mojata Pose.
CnywHas of, Hekou nyfe feka Bo efHa abpuka 3a NpoW3BOLCTBO
Ha NNAacTUYHYW [eN10BU, HefaNeKy OTTyKa, 6apaaT paboTHULM 33 TpeTa
cmeHa. HapeaHwoT nnateH AeH oTMAOB TaMy co efieH Haw og Ckonje.
MywTaa HoBa MPOM3BOACTBEHA JIMHM]a, Ma HU pekoa Aa fojoeme no
aBe Hegenu. bapane u noseke paboTHULM.

Jloneka paboTteB Bo thabpukaTa 3a YEBAU, MU Ce€ CAYYM yuwTe
HEeWTo Off KOe M3BJEKOB yWTe efHa XWBOTHA noyka. MojaTa KyKa
Gewe opfaneyeHa of tabpukata okony efieH kunometap. EneH feH
ce uctypu He6oTo o BpHere. Co meHe Bo thabpukata pabotea

second command the whole time. I went out to see what was go-
ing on here at night, and how the resident girls would react to me,
whether I would be accepted by them or not. They were my only
hope. I knew that I wouldn't be able to make it here for long. And
who would be able to put up with me? - Only someone who would
have some sort of an interest from being with me.

This, in less than a month, I moved out from my uncle’s house.
Although he was surprised by what I was doing, he still approved
of it and let me do whatever I thought was the right thing to do
for me. He only warned me to be careful, and not to do anything
without thinking things over first. He was a little bit angry, too.
However, I moved in with Carrie and thus I was one step closer to
item number two from my to-do list.

I started mowing the grass and buying her everything she
wanted. Meanwhile, I was on the lookout for a new job, because my
working place was very far from Carrie’s home. I went to one place,
near the place where I lived, where there were many little factories
along the street. In front of one, there was a sign for a vacancy.
Since I didn't speak English, I waited for the break time to come
to find out where the employees gathered for breakfast. Some time
around eleven o’clock, a crowd of workers came out of the factory,
hurrying to get a snack in the nearby snack bars. Most of the work-
ers gathered in the park next to the factory and had their breakfast
there. I was trying to hear if any of them spoke Macedonian. The
factories were full of Macedonians, and it would be only logical to
hear someone speaking our language. Suddenly I recognized some
Macedonian words. I approached the men and told them:

-“I'm from Macedonia. I've come alone here and I'm living
with an Australian girl. I'm in a desperate need of a job.”

-“Our boss’s name is Billy, he comes from our country, too.
Go ask him, maybe he’ll give you a job.”

This was the advice I was given by the men I met here. The
break was over soon, everybody went inside and so did I. It was
a shoe factory that manufactured around three thousand pairs of
shoes a day, and each pair had to go through a man’s hand.

They pointed at a man saying that it was Billy. He was moving
about, yelling at people, pretending to be someone of great impor-
tance. I approached him and said:

-“Hello, Billy. I come from Macedonia and I've been here
for almost two months. I don't speak English well, but I need
a job and I was wondering if you could give it to me.”

-“Fuck you! Get the hell out of here! How dare you come
in here!” he yelled at me, mixing languages, saying something
in Macedonian and then something in English.

I thought to myself: “You have no idea who you're dealing with.
Let’s find out who's more persistent. We'll see what happens next.”

I kept waiting on the same spot and doing nothing. My intu-
ition was telling me that I had nothing to lose. I was waiting there
for whole two hours. It was around one p.m. and Billy pretended
I wasn’t even there. Thus, looking at the line moving with great
speed, it was already two o’clock. I was expecting they would send
for someone from the security to get me out. Instead, Billy suddenly
decided to call me. He put me by the line, showed me how things
were done and left em there. That was, in fact, the last phase of the
manufacturing line that moves in before you. You take the shoe,
put it on a tip, then twist the mold, and when the shoe comes off
you put it in a barrow according to the size of the shoe, whereas
you throw the mold in the metal case according its size. When the
barrow is full, you push it into another room. It’s easier said than
done. Three thousand pairs of shoes in one shift are far too much. No
one gives you money for nothing. I used to get two hundred dollars
a week for the job - three times more than a salary in Macedonia.
Anyway, getting this job was a success for me. The plan was going
well, regarding item number two from my to-do list.

I went home to Carrie very happy and I told her that I had
found myself a new job. It wasn’t very easy to find a job even
there, especially if you didn't speak the language. She was a bit
surprised and the only thing she said was ‘congratulations’. After
two months, I already had some sort of basis. Now I needed to be
good to her, so that she would start having confidence in me. She
had me in her hands and she was the only one who could help me
stay here. I was working, learning the language and ‘recording’
what was going on around me.

Meanwhile, I was corresponding with my Roze and explaining
everything that was happening to me in my letters. I also wrote



Hekou nyfe of MakepoHuja WTO XKMBeeja BO ucTaTa Hacenb6a, camo
ABEeCTa MeTpu nogony of MeHe. v npawas fanu MOXe fa Me npe-
tpnart, Ho The me og6uja. He 3HaM 30WTO, HO MOpaB Aa 0AaM NeLKu
no poxpot. YyaHu nyfe 6ea Tve HawuTe Tamy. Mmaa Tpu konw, ce
BpaTMja of paboTa co ABe NpasHU KoK, a He Me npedpauja...

Mpea pa ja HanywTam paboTaTa co YeBNUTE, CaKaB Aa BUAAM KaKo
(yHKLMOHMPA CUCTEMOT, Na PELIMB MaNKy Aa 3abylyBam 3a Aa BUAAM
wTo Ke ce cnyuu. Bo meryspeme bunu Bupe geka cym mHory 6p3 v
BELWT W Me CTaBM Ha NIEHTATa 3a NpaBEHE HA YETUPW UNjafMu U neT-
CTOTUHYW YeBNW BO eaHa cMeHa. HaBuctuHa Hectatnueo. Tonky 6p30
ce pabortele WTO cuTe Ce ABMXKEA Kako BO tunmoBuTe Ha Yapnu
YannuH. Baxewe npaBunoto: ako Te u3bpkaar of pabota, fobusal
ABE HefleNlHW NiaTH, @ aKo HanywWTuW caM, fobuBaw camo efHa. bes
Hawon Beke HoBa paboTa v oBaa Tpebale Aa ja HanywTam. Ho nogo-
6po belwe fa Me M30pKaaT 3a A3 3eMam [iBe HefleNHu nnatu. JleHtaTta
TPrHa 1 No HEKONKY MUHYTM jac ro CTUCHAB jaXXeTo npef MEHE U NeH-
TaTa 3actaHa. Cekoj koj He Moxe Aa CTUrHe Aa ja u3Bplwu GapaHaTta
onepauuja, neHTata My 6era, Mopa fia ro CTUCHE jaxeTo npef cebe u
C€ 3acTaHyBa Jypu He ce M3BpLM onepaumjaTa u nak TprHyea. [lo-
Torall ro Hemae noBJeyHO jaxeTo. Toj AeH, MO HEKOMKY MUHYTH, NaK
ja 3anpes neHTata. Wl no egeH yac ywre egHaw. He 6ewe fobpo aa
umam now pejtuHr. Mogobpo Gewe aa My kaxam Ha bunu geka cu
OfiaM 0f YTpe, aKo HUWTO Apyro Ke uMaB fobpa pedepeHua. oneka
ce npegomucnyeas, fojae bunan co nauk Bo pakarta, ce no3apasu co
MeHe W MU peye JeKa CyMm oTnywTeH of paboTa. Bo naukor Gewe
3apaboTeHata njata U ylWTe eAHa HefelHa Kako owWwTeTa, buaejku cym
u3bpkaH. 0a61B a ja npumam BTOpaTa nNnata, NpaBfajku ce gexka cym
611 yMOpeH UTH. Mu ce HacMea, MM HAMUTHA CO OKOTO U MU peve:

- YxuBaj “"Hawwuot”.

“Hawuot” e aproH 3a MakeOHCKH ractapbajtep Bo AscTpanuja.
bunu kako pa 3Haewe feka uMam HajieHo Apyra pabota. Co asete
nnaTu U NpeTxofHO 3apaboTeHWUTe nMapu MOXEB Aa Kynam Kona 3a
pa ojam Ha pabota Hoke. Taka u ce cnyuu. Kynus crapa, Ho y6aBa
kona. Ce Bukawe HOLDEN MONARO 1 co manu nonpaBku moxele fa
usrnega MHory go6po. MoyHas co HoBaTa paboTa M Beke HaBneros
BO MOWTe NnaHoBM “nojako”. Kepu manky ce GyHelwe, Ho i objac-
HUB [eKa Taka Mopa fa 6upae u Ke moxam fa 3apabotysam y6asu
napu. HokHaTa cmeHa Gele peyucu leeceT HAcTo noseke nnar-
eHa, a paboTata Gewe mHory necHa. Cute HoceBMe KaceTohoHM Ha
paboTa v rv cTaBaBMe Ha NyNTOT 3a Jia ciylwame My3uka. MonyasTo-
MaTcKaTa MallMHa Gelle npef Hac U O0TKAKO Ke ro U3nuelle fefoT, ce
npuTUCKalLe Konye 1 ce oTBopalue. [0 3emaB Aenor, ro gopaboTysas
Ha CNojoT Kaje ce fue, ro CTaBaB BO KYTMja M TaKa Ha CEKOM Tpu
YeTUpu MUHYTU. PenaTMBHO CNOPO U IeCHO. MM KaxaB yliTe Ha HeKou
apyrapuntba of Ckonje KOUWTO ru 3ano3HaB Tamy, Ta Taka U OHWU ce
BpaboTuja Bo oBaa abpuka. Toa belwe mojaTa TpeTa paboTa 3a camo
ABa Meceua Bo AscTpanuja.

... Bo ucrara cabpuka ce Bpabotu u yosekoT og Ckonje, KojwTo
He cakale fa me npedpnu Jo fOMa NPETXO[HMOT NaT Kora BpHele
poxn. TpeT neH Ha paboTa, BeuepTa UCTypalle JOXfA U Tpebale aa
cu opume. BeKke umaB Kona, a Toj WTO He Me nmpedpnale efHaTa ja
npopan, a Apyrata ce pacunana u Hemalile npeBo3. 3apeM Moxele
BaKa [la Ce CBPTM TPKanoTo 3a Ase Hegenu? He mu ce Bepysale. o
3eMaB U ro OAHeCOB AoMa.

Beke mu uctekysawe Bu3ata. Mopas fa ru noyHam nperosop-
uTe co Kepu Kako nmoHaTaMmy M anu Taa cama MOXe [a OfM W ia MU
ja npoponXu BM3a,Ta MO YCNOB Aa MOTMULIE [EKa KUBEE CO MeHe
W rapaHTMpa 3a MeHe. Kepu ro ctopu Toa W efeH [ieH HUM 3aKaxaa
pasrosop Bo Oppenot 3a umurpauuja. Bneroeme Bo fBe paznuyHu
cobW Kafie WTO HW NoCTaByBaa HajpasnuuHu npawarka. OTKako ce
yBepuja AeKa OfroBOPUTE HWU Ce UCTU MU ja NPOAOJKMja BU3aTa M
pobuB perynapHa fo3Bona 3a pabota. Beke 6eB MHory jak. JlecHa
pabota, fo6po NnaTeHa, kKofa U B33, nanup 3a paborta. 3a cé ja us-
BeCTyBaB MojaTa Po3e u it kaxyBaB fieka Tpeba Aa ce cnpeMma u ako cé
€ BO pef, 3a fieceT meceuun Ke fobujam u noctojaH npectoj. Mpes ga
TPrHam " peKoB Aa 3anameTu feka Ke ce cpefiam v Ke i nywTam KapTa

many letters to the police officer Stanojko Saveveski, whom I al-
ways had in mind.

While I was working for the shoe factory, I had a paid day off
(“sick pay”) every two weeks. I would use it searching for a new
job, preferably working in a second or a third shift. I wanted to
spend less time with Carrie, ‘cause my mind was where my heart
was — with Roze. I heard from some people that a factory manu-
facturing plastic materials, not far from here, was looking for em-
ployees for the third shift. I waited for my next day off to go there,
together with a guy from Skopje. They were releasing a new pro-
duction line, so they told us to come back in a week or two. They
also said they would need more workers.

While I was still working for the shoe factory, something hap-
pened to me that was another school of life, which made me draw
another moral. My house, i.e. the house where I was living was
about a kilometer far from the factory. One day it was raining heav-
ily. Some people from Macedonia, who lived in the same neighbor-
hood, only two hundred meters away from me, worked in the same
factory as I did. I asked them if they could give me ride to the
factory, but they refused. I don't know why they did that, but I had
to go to the factory on foot in the rain. Our people who lived there
were very strange. They had three cars, they came back from work
with two of them empty, but they still refused to give me a ride...

Before I left the shoe factory, I wanted to find out how the
system worked, so I decided to malinger, i.e. to take it easy for a
while to see what was going to happen. In the meantime, Billy had
realized that I was very quick and skillful, so he put me on the line
that produced four thousand-five hundred pairs of shoes in one
shift. This was really beyond belief. Work was going so quickly that
everybody moved as if they had been in a Charlie Chaplin movie.
The factory had a rule: if you get fired, you get a two weeks’ pay-
ment; if you quit your job, you only get one week’s payment.

I had already found a new job, so the only thing I had to do was
to leave this one. However, it was better for me to get fired and thus
get two weeks” wages. Anyone who can not make it in accomplishing
the required operation, faces a problem of the line running fast in
front of him. Then, he has to pull the rope in order for the line to
stop, so that he would have enough time to fulfil the operation be-
fore the line starts moving again. I had never pulled the rope before,
until then. That day I did it several times within an hour.

It wasn't a good thing for me to have a bad reputation. It
might have been better to tell Billy that I wanted to leave the
next day, if not for anything else I would have at least had good
references. While I was making up my mind, Billy came carrying an
envelope in his hand, told me that I was fired and said good-bye.
The envelope contained the wage I had earned and another one as
a week’s reimbursement for getting fired. I refused to accept the
second wage, justifying myself by being too tired, etc. Billy just
smiled, winked at me and said:

- “Don't worry, ‘ours”.”

‘Ours’ is a jargon for a Macedonian pilgrim in Australia. Billy
probably knew that I had found another job. With the two wages I
received and the money I had earned before, I could afford to buy
myself a car so that I could go to work at night. That's exactly what
I did. I bought an old car, but still a nice one. It was a HOLDEN
MONARO, which could look even nicer provided some changes had
been done on it.

I started going to my new job and this was another step for-
ward in fulfilling my plans. Carrie grumbled a little, but I explained
to her that it had to be that way and that I would be able to make
more money now. The night shift was paid more by almost sixty
percent, and the job was easier. We all used to bring transistor
radios to work to listen to some music while working.

The semiautomatic machine was in front of us and as soon as it
molded the part, we only had to push a button to open it. I would
take the part, do some additional work on the junction where it
was molded, put it in a box and then do the same thing in three or
four minutes. Relatively slow and easy. I told some of my friends
from Skopje whom I met there, and they also got employed in this
factory. This was my third job in Australia in only two months.

... The person from Skopje that wouldn’t give me a ride on day
when it rained happened to get a job in the same factory as me. It
was my third day at work, it was pouring outside that night, and
we were about to leave home. I was the one that had a car now,
while the person who wouldn't give me a ride had sold one of his



Aa aojne Ha rotoBo. Ho npemHory 6eB Miaf v MOUTe UAEMN HA CUTE UM
6ea Kako Hay4Ha daHTacTuka. Cute Me cdakaa HecepmosHo.

Mopae camo aa pabotam 1 WTo noseke Aa 3apaboTyBam 3a fa ce
TprHam of Kepw, aa ce ocamocrtojam. [lypu u fofeka paboteB HOKHM
CMEHUM pewuB U noHatamy fa 6apam Hosa paboTa, HO OBj maT BO
GOODYEAR - dabpwka 3a ryMu Co HajBUCOK PEJTUHT, Hajronemu nna-
T W HOHCTON NpeKyBPeMEeHW YacoBW. 3a efileH NpeKyBpPeMeH yac ce
nnaKkale Kako 3a efieH W Noj Yac, a BO Heaena u agojHo. N3mucneHo
3a MeHe jofeka xuseam co Kepu. EaHo cabajne, no HokHaTa cmeHa,
AVMPEKTHO OTUAOB Aa npawam 3a pabota. Mpep habpukata umawe
yyBapHuua co nopTup u 6e3 Gey Gewe 3abpaHeTo fa ce Brerysa.
Bugos feka He MoxaM fia Bne3aM. EaBaj nporoBopyBaB HEWTO Ha aH-
rAMcKu. 3atoa oflyumns Aa ja 3a06uKonam yysapHuuara. NpeckokHas
npeky orpagara, 6e3 ja Me BUAM HEKOj, U, NPaBO BO KaHUenapujata
Ha MeHalepoT. YykHas, Bneros 1 T0j 6nefo Me nornegHa. MoyHa fa
Me npalyBsa:

- Koj cv tv? N wro npasuw? Koj Tu fo3sonu aa snesew?

lo0 pa3bpaB HO He MOXEB i@ My OfroBopaM. YoBeKOT goxuBea
wokK. [locera TakBo HEWTO He My ce ciyyuno. Hekako My oGjacHuB
Jeka 6apam pabora.

Mu cBuka: - Hapsop!

Mo BMKHA 06e36eayBareTo U Me uchpanja of kaHuenapujara.
He nomuHaa Tpu-yetupu aeHa, cobpaB CuaM WM NOBTOPHO MCTOTO!
MpeKky orpagaTta W Kaj Hero BO KaHuenapujata. YoBeKoT ce 3adyau.
My pekoB feka 6apam pa6oTa, a TMe NOBTOPHO Me ucthpauja HaaBop.

3a wecT-cegyM AeHa NOBTOPHO MCTOTO. MeHLepoT ce LWeKHa.
MoyHa aa BMKA M MU ce 3aKaHM co moauuuja. MoyHae fa ce pacnpasam
JeKa HeMa HMLWTO NoWo BO Toa WTo 6apam pabota. Toj objacHyBalwe
JeKa He MOXe TyKy Taka Aa pabotam Kaj Hue, My Tpeba rapaHumja.
MoBTopHO cu oTuaoB. OBa ce CAyYM MHOrynatu WM MOCNefHMOT nat
BOLEB BMUCTMHCKA pacnpaBuja co Hero. Co ABcTpanujaHkata ueno
BpeMe 360pyBaB aHIINCKM U BEKe MU Ce NywTu jasukot. MeHayepot
Gele ynopeH:

- llanu paz6upaw? OBae He MOXewW fa paboTu, MOpall Aa MMALL
YOBEK Of BHATpe WTO rapaHTMpa 3a Tede!

- OBpe cym caM, HeMa Koj fia rapaHTMpa 3a MeHe, ama NopaHo Mau
nogouHa ke paboram osge!

- A 3owTo 6aw osae?

- 3aToa WTO MMa HajMHOry NpeKyBpeMeHa paboTa u ronema nna-
Ta.

TonKy ce U3HepBUpa, WTO ro 3ede TenedoHOT 1 3asBOHU. Momuc-
JIMB [eKa Ke BUKHe noauumja.

- Ano, Tonn ®enuunoHu, nepcoHan meHyep osae! [ojawn, oBpe
“Ma efieH yyneH geHomeH. He 3HaM KoMKy naTv AeUKOBO puUna npeky
orpaja ¥ Bneryea kKaj MeHe BO KaHuenapujata. Bo noyertokoT He
3Haele Aa 360pyBa, a cera NoyYyHa Aa ce pacnpasa co MeHe. Wnu He
€ TOKMY UNU € MHOTY UHTeNureHTeH. [laj MM HeKoja WHTEeNUTreHTHA
paboTa fa Bugume wro Ke Hanpasu!

YnopHocTa 3ananu. Ycneas pa snesam Bo GOODYEAR, kage wto
HaBMCTUHA Gelwe HeBO3MOXHO. E Toraw cu pekos:

- Cera, 3oku, "wsbakaj”, 36upaj napu u cnpemaj ce 3a Toykarta
yeTupm.

MouHae aa pabotam no ABaHaeceT yaca HokHo. Me cTaBuja Ha
MawwuHa Bo oppenot “Stilastik”. Tamy ce npousBepyBalwe epfeH fen
Of ryMaTa WTo Ce Mela CO XMULa W Noj OnpefeneH aron ce ceye u
ce obpasyBa BO fieHTa. VIHTeNUreHTHa MaliMHA, HO aKo ja Hayuuu,
UCTa e Kako fa paboTu cama, a No AeceT W ABAeCeT MUHYTU CaMo
ja Haprnepysauw.

MowuTe gpyrapu cekoja Beyep U3neryBaa Bo ANUCKO, a jac, AeTuwiTe,
no Lenu Hoku pabotes Bo habpukata. Bo mojoT oanen 6ea HapeaeHu
WecT MawuHW. Ha gBeTe WTO rpaHMyea co Mojata paboTea ABajua
cKonjaHu. 3HaeB feKa efHMOT o4 HUB, PucTo, Me rnepa. 3a fa Mu buge
MHTEPECHO KaKo WTO paboTeB ofeAHal NOYHAB A3 NeaMm W Aa urpam
pokeHpon. HeoueKkyBaHO M NpecTaHas, na NOBTOPHO MPOJOMKUB Aa
urpam. Pucro toa ro 3abenexu, ce U3HEHAAM U My JOBUKHA HA ApY-
rmoT:

cars and the other one had broken down. He didn't have a ride
home. Was it possible that the wheel of luck had turned like this?
I couldn’t believe it. However, I took the guy in my car and gave
him a lift home.

My visa was about to expire. I had to start negotiating with
Carrie about my further stay in the country. I had to ask her to go
extend the expiry date of my visa by herself, but it could only be
done if she confirmed that she had been living with me and that
she guaranteed for me. Carrie did what I asked of her and they set
a date for an interview in the Immigration Department.

We were led into two separate rooms where they asked us all
sorts of questions. After we had provided them with exactly the same
answers, they were convinced that we were seriously living together.
They extended my visa and gave me a regular work permit.

I felt mighty already. An easy job, well paid, a car, a visa, and
a work permit. I kept informing my girlfriend in Macedonia, Roze,
about everything. I told her that she should already be getting pre-
pared because, if everything went well, I was supposed to get the
document for permanent residence in ten months and that as soon
as I got settled, I would send her a plane ticket. I was too young
when I was leaving the country and my ideas sounded like science
fiction to others. Nobody took me seriously.

I had to work very hard and earn as much as I could, so that
I would be able to get away from Carrie and become independent.
Even when I was working night shifts, I continued looking for a
new job. This time my idea was to get a job with GOODYEAR - a
tire factory with the greatest rating, biggest wages and continuous
over-time work. For one hour overtime, they paid one hour and a
half, and on Sundays each hour was paid double. Perfectly suitable
for me while I was living with Carrie.

One morning, after the night shift, I headed directly toward
the factory to ask if they had a vacancy. In front of it there was
a desk with a watchman, and it was forbidden to get in without a
badge. I realized that I couldn't get inside, and I still hardly spoke
a word of English. Therefore, I decided to avoid the watchman. I
jumped over the fence without being seen by anyone, and I went
straight to the manager’s office. He started asking me questions:

-“Who are you? What are you doing here? Who let you get
in?”

I understood what he was asking me, but I couldn’t reply. The
man was shocked. Something like that had never happened to him.
I somehow managed to explain to him that I was looking for a job.
He yelled:

-“Get out of here!”

He called the security and they threw me out. In three or four
days, I plucked up courage and did the same thing again! Over the
fence and straight to his office. The man was surprised. I told him
I was looking for a job and they threw me out again.

In six or seven days, the same thing again. The manager was
out of his mind. He started yelling at me and he threatened to
call the police. I started arguing with him that there was nothing
wrong with my wanting to find a job. He was trying to explain that
I could not just get a job there because I needed some guarantee.
I left again. This happened many times and the last time I had a
real argument with him. Since I spoke English with the Australian
girl at home, my tongue became suddenly ‘untied’. The manager
was persistent:

-“Do you understand? You can't work here unless you have
someone from inside who will vouch for you!”

-“I'm here all by myself. There’s no one to vouch for me,
but sooner or later I will work here!”

-“Why this factory out of so many?”

-“Because there is overtime work more than in any other
factory and the wages are bigger.”

He was so upset that he took the receiver of the phone and
dialed somewhere. I thought he was going to call the police.

-“Hello, Toni Felizioni, the personal manager’s speaking!
Come to my office at once, there’s a strange phenomenon
here. I don’t know how many times this young man manages
to jump over the fence and get in my office. In the beginning,
he couldn’t even speak, and now he’s arguing with me. He is
either a loony or he is very intelligent. Find me some intel-
ligent work for him; let’s see what he can do!

My persistence was worthwhile. I managed to get in GOOD-
YEAR, which was really impossible to do. Then I told myself:



- Dparu, rnepaj! 0Boj He e ToueH! Ej HaBuUCTMHA 3a rpeoTa!

Hekonky natu ro moBTOpMB UrpareTo M neeweto U Pucto nak
MW JOBUKHA:

- [euko, pojan manky! Og kage cu Tn?

0z "Jy”, og Cronje!

- Co koro cu!

- Cam co epjHa "aBcTpanka” xuBeam HEKONKY Meceuu.

- Cnywaj, pa Te npawam HewTo. Mapu umaw nu? [la M Kaxe Ynyko
Pucto, ako Hemaly, jac ke TV kynam KapTa a cu oguw foma!

bewe ybepeH feka cym ce cumHan of, ymot. EfBaj ro pasybeaus
JeKa Ce LWerysaM, ce paCoHyBaM Ha TOj Ha4uH, 3alUTo iBaHaeceT Yaca
HOKHO paboTetbe He e 6all NecHo.

3ano3Hae focTa nyfe Bo (habpukarta Kaje WTo paboTHULMTE OKO-
Ny cepympeceT Hacto 6ea MakegoHuu ractap6ajtepu. Hekou pabo-
Tea U No [BaeceT U NO TPUECET rofMHU caMmo HoKe. HesepojaTHo, HO
Toa ce Nnyfeto, HawuTe ractapbajtepu. [loafaaT Bo PoAHMOT Kpaj u
HU o packaxyBaaT pajoT Bo ABcTpanuja v Bo 3anapHuoT cseT. boxe,
boxe! MoxeTe nm aa Bepysate? Bo Taa roguHa umas HajMHOry U3-
paboTeHn HOKHM caaTu. Me nuwysawe 1 Bo “HoBMHA". 3a fa bupe
Tparefujata noronema, no 3aBpluyBarbe Ha HOKHATa CMeHa, AUPEKTHO
OA€B [1a pacToBapaMm LUMUIAM 1 TOA TPUNATU HEAENHO MO YeTUPU yaca
3a gecet gonapu Ha yac. Ce npekpwus of paboTa, ama Taa roguHa
e[MHCTBEHA 3afia4a Mu belwwe - [06UBaE AOKYMEHTH 33 NPecToj.

Mo neset meceun og Oppmenot 3a emurpauuja mu ro nobapaa
nacowoTt M MU yApWja BM3a 3a NoCTojaH npecTtoj. BukHaB Hekow
OA TaMOLWHMTE CKOMCKM Apyrapu 3a Aa rv noyectam 3a Bu3ata. Taa
Beyep cu nomuHaeme tduHo. Ce 3abaByBame o neT yacot cabajne.
Kora ce BpaTus goma - npobnem! Kepu cegu Ha dotenjata v nnave.
Cnpotu Hea egeH Tun of 120 fo 130 Kunorpamu, CEAHAT U NUE BUCKHU.
Ha aHrnncKkm, Ho CO aMepPUKaHCKM aKLEHT MU peye:

- Ceau TyKa. 3Haew nu Koj cym jac?

0TBOpM BECHMK 32 Aa NPOYUTaM Kafie C& BO CBETOT GUA NPOroHy-
BaH u GapaH. Ce npeTcTaBu Aeka e npujaten Ha TaTko i Ha Kepu u
powon aa ce pasbepe HewTto co meHe. [loneka 36opyBalle, ueno
BpeMe nuelle BUCKM Kako fa e cok. [0 npawas wro 6apa og MeHe.
Mu ce 3akaHu:

- [la cv opmw op 0Baa KyKa, MHaKy Ke Te y6ujam! Cobupaj cu ru
naptanure!

MoToa ja daTu Kepu 3a paka v ja nosneye Bo fpyrata coba. Mo
HeKonKy MUHYTU Kepu BpucHa 1 UcTpya op cobara.

- 30KkK, jac ke 6eram. MNujaH e u caka aa me cunyea!

- Ma po6po Koj e yoBeKoB?

- Npujaten Ha Cnace, egeH of TBOMTE Apyrapu Koj eapaj ro nosHa-
BaB. [0 floHece u cu oTuge.

Pa36pas wro e pabotata. Tunot 6un n3bpkaH u og AMepuka, oc-
yoyBaH. Bo kadeaHata Hanetan Ha Cnace, a 0BOj HajBepojaTHO 3a
Ja ro 0TKauu ro foHen kaj mexe. Ma ako ycnee fa Me 3acTpaiu, aa
u3beram, Aa Bfe3e Ha MOETO MECTO.

[lBajuata ce ynnawusme U OTUZOBME Aa Npecnueme BO efieH Mo-
Ten. YTpefeHTa Kora ce BpaTMBME KyKaTa Gelue npasHa. A u Mucnes
pa ce ucenam. Ce goroeopus co Kepu pa cv Hajaam cTaH, HO Aa oc-
TaHeMe Apyrapu.

N Taka ycneas Aa Bne3aM BO aBCTPAIMCKMOT CUCTEM HA XKUBEEHE.
NmaB paboTa, HewTo napu, 360pyBaB penaTMBHO J06PO 3a fa MOXaM
CO ceKoro Aa ce pasbepam, UMaB cBoja kosna. Mu npeocTaHyBalle Aa
T peanu3upam ocTaHaTUTE ABE TOYKU.

Hanuwae nucmo go mojata Pose. OyekyBaB fieka Ke 6uae cé Bo
pep, Ho He Gelwe Taka. MouTe Npeau3BULM M HAYWH HA Pa3MUCITYBatbe
He Gewe MCT co Hej3MHMOT. OHa WTO M ro BETUB KMMalle TEXMHA, a
Gewe u noce6Ho. Mako umae natokas, ce CyfpuB co npobnem, me
YeKalle 3a peanu3arbe TOYKaTa neT -6U3HUC, Na ToYKaTa WecT - Pose
K0jalwTo cakas Aa buge co MeHe Bo TyfuHa. Pewus fa ce 6opam u
Ja v peanusupam fsete Touku. Mopas. Ja ybenysaB TenedoHcKu
Aeka Tpeba aa fojae. Ho Taa Gewe HeMoKHa npefd CBOUTE POAUTENU.
OcBeH Toa, efBaj Me N03HaBaa, a He v rnefaa paboTuTe oHaka Kako
wTo ru cchakas jac Bo Toa Bpeme. Mefy apyroTo, Toraw moja rnasHa

-“Now, Zoki, do your best, make money and get ready for
item number four from your to-do list”.

I started working twelve-hour night shifts. I was put on a ma-
chine in the “Stilastic” department. That's where a part of the tire
was manufactured; it was mixed with wire, cut under a certain
angle and formed into a band. An intelligent machine, that is if
you learn how to use it. The same as if it was doing the work alone,
and after ten or twenty minutes you only have to control it.

My friends were going out to the disco every night, and I, just
a kid, had to work at the factory all night.

There were six machines in my department. On two of them,
which were close to my working space, two people from Skopje
were working. I knew that one of them, Risto, was looking at me.
In order to make things more interesting, I suddenly started sing-
ing and dancing rock-and-roll. Then I stopped unexpectedly, and
went on dancing again. Risto noticed that, and called out to the
other guy in surprise:

-"“Dragi, look! This guy is crazy! He is really piteous.”

I repeated the singing and the dancing part several times, and
Risto addressed me:

-“Hey, guy, come here a sec! Where are you from?”

-“From “YU”, from Skopje!”

-“Who are you here with?”

-“Alone. I've been living with an Australian girl for several
months.”

-“Listen, let me ask you something. Do you have money?
Listen to uncle Risto, if you don’t have money, I'll buy you a
ticket home!”

He was certain that I was out of my mind. I hardly managed to
convince him that I had been fooling around and that it was my
way of limbering up to stay awake, because working twelve hours
at night was not an easy thing to do.

I met a lot of people in the factory. About seventy percent of
the employees had come from Macedonia to earn their living here.
Some of them had been working the night shift for twenty to thirty
years. It's unbelievable, but those are the people, our pilgrims,
who come to their homeland and talk about the paradise in Aus-
tralia and in the Western World. Oh God, oh God! Can you believe
this? That year I was the one who had worked most night hours.
They even wrote about me in a “newspaper”. For the tragedy to
be even worse, after finishing the night shift, I would go straight
to another job -unloading bricks. I did it three times a week, four
hours a day, for ten dollars per hour. I was worn out from so much
work, but the only obligation I had that year was - getting sojourn
documents.

After nine months, the Immigration Department asked for my
passport and they gave me a permanent residence visa. I called
some of my friends from Skopje who were also in Australia to
celebrate for the acquired visa. We had a lot of fun that night.
We stayed out until five in the morning. When I came back home
- there was a problem waiting for me! Carrie, sitting down on
the armchair and crying. Across from her, there was a guy weigh-
ing 120-130 kg, sitting and drinking whiskey. Using English with
American accent, he said:

-“Sit down here. Do you know who I am?”

He opened a newspaper to show me where in the world he had
been pursued and wanted. He said he was Carrie’s father’s friend
and that he had come here to deal with me. While he was talking,
he was drinking whiskey all the time as if it were juice. I asked him
what he wanted from me. He threatened me:

-“I want you to leave this house, otherwise I'll kill you!
Pick up your stuff and leave!”

Then he grabbed Carrie by her hand and dragged her to the
other room. After a few minutes, Carrie screamed loudly and ran
out of the room.

-“Zoki, I'm going to run away. This guy is drunk and he
wants to rape me.”

-“Well, who is this guy?”

-“Spase’s friend. In fact, one of your friends whom I hard-
ly knew. Spase brought him here and left.”

I understood what the matter was. The guy had been banished
from America, a convicted criminal.

He had probably run into Spase in a tavern and, wanting to get
rid of him, Spase had probably brought him to my place. If he man-
aged to scare me, I would run away, and he would take my place.



npeokynayuja 6ewe GU3HUCOT M NPUBATHUOT CEKTOP, KOJWITO HE MK
Gelle J03BONEH BO CMCTEMOT BO KOjLITO XMBeeB. W nokpaj Toa wWwTo
BO ABCTpanuja Gelwe NecHo aa paboTuww camocToeH 6U3HUC, ycne-
XOT belle HewTo coceM Apyro. KoHKkypeHuujaTa bele TonKy ronema
WTO HAaBMUCTWHA Tpeballe YOBeK fa noceayBa rosiemMu CnocobHoCTH,
pa 6uge u3rpageHa NMYHOCT U Aa 3Hae MHOTY. 3Hauu 3aMUCIEHOTO
TelWKo ce peanusupale.

PewunB fa ro cMeHam HaYMHOT Ha XUBeerwe M Aa paboTam
nomasnky. [la rnegam u 6en AeH, ga 3eMam 34uB, 3aWTo paboTes en-
TeH ractap6ajtepcku. A He 6eB ractapbajtrepcka nnyHocT. MoyHaB
NoYecTo Aa W3NeryBaMm U ce 34PYXUB CO efleH CTPaLIHO rofeM Apy-
rap, no ume loue. Toj mu Gewe wkoncku. Bo anckoTekata kage wWTo
OfieB, 3ano3HaB Jpyrapu kouwTto 6ea on Ckonje, HO OTMAEHU Ha
10-11-roguiwHa Bo3pact Bo ABcTpanuja. Mmas 24 roguHu a Tue Gea
no 1-2 rofgMHuU nomanu of MeHe u paboTea BO [UCKOTO. 3axuBeas
nopasiMyeH XWBOT, WU3NerysaBs BO NETOK M BO caboTa, OAeB Mo
npuBaTHW 3abaBu, MaB MHOTY AeBojku. Ho BeTyBareTo KoH Po3e cé
yliTe He Gele MCNONHETO W TOA MW NpeTcTaByBalle npuoputeT. Of
apyxereTo co loue, 3natko u 6pat my Cawe, Bo cekaBare MU ce
BpeXa efleH MHTepeceH HacTaH. Twe 6Gea npekpacHu fAeua, WKony-
BaHW TaMy 4 CO HUMB ce BrieryBalle cekage 6e3 napu. Of Bpeme Ha
BpeMe ofeBMe Ha fLo6pU xypku. Bo MefyBpeMe ce NojaBu efieH YyneH
peyko of Ckomje, ro foHecoa Kaj Hac U HU pekoa Aeka Gun Hawe
gete. la my nomorHeme. buaejku jac 6ee co JOKYMeHTH, a Tve Ha
LpHO, OANYyYMja [a XKMBeaT 3aefjHO W Taka Toj Aeuko ce ydpau Bo
KoM6uHaLmja co Hac. loue Gelwe cTpaleH apyrap ¥ Me Npefynpeau
J€eKa HOBMOT WTO € CO Hac He e 6aw Bo pea. Cenak ro npudatusme.
Henwu, He cmMe foma, amu Bo cTpaHCcTBO. Mopame fia cu nomarame, na
Ke BULMME WTO NOHATaMy.

Ha epHa 3abaBa Cale 3ano3Ha egHa MHOry go6pa 1 MolwHe 6ora-
Ta fleBojKa. Hé nokaHuja Ha poaeHaeH Kaj Hea, 3a6aBa Ha HajBUCOKO
HWBO W HELWTO WTO CyM ro rnepan camo Ha ¢unmosu. Hagsop umawe
6a3eH Laky3u 1 npusaTHa nocayra. He moxam ga ro 3abopasam loue
“ HeroBuoT Lumep M. Bneroa Bo yaky3uTo, a BojaTta of uyucra ce
3amatu.

- Mo3ok, cnukaj! - mu peye loue WKONCKUOT.

- Wo pa cnukam loue? Bopata ce 3amatu of, HeuncToTHja.

- bojnepor He Hu paboTu!

N Taka ce MCKOMNpOMWUTMpaBME BO Taa CMTyalMja, a Toa ro
3abenexuja u apyrute. [lojie MOMEHTOT Kora no efHa Hegena Hue
npaBeBMe KypKa, HO 0BOj MaT MOWHTMMHA. beBMe Hue neTopuua u
net fo wect AeBojku. Kako wro ce pa3susale cutyauujata, Cawe co
Goratata AeBojka oTMAe BO cnanHarta coba fa Boau sbybos, a NoToa
u3nese og cobara co uurapa Bo ycra. Liumepot M. ja cHumun cuty-
auujata u peye Aeka Ke Bnese BO TOAIETOT WTO Oelle NoBp3aH coO
cnanHata. Cé ce opsuBawe Bo TeMHuua. OgepHaw, no Aee fo Tpu
MUHYTY Ce cyliHa BpucoK. Cawo Bnese Bo cobata u wro Ke sugu! M.
Gelwe BO KPeBETOT Bp3 borataTa AeBojKa.

- Wto ce cnyumn? -npawa Cawo.

[leBojkaTa He Moxele Aa 360pyBa, camo nunalue v nnavewe. Eg-
Baj NporoBopu:

- Mucnes peka cu v, Cawo! He ro npeno3Has YOBEKOB BO TEMHU-
uata. Kora ro npawas: - Tu nu cu Cawo? Toj mu ogrosopu He, Linmu!

Taka ce npecrasyBalwe M. Kora Bnerosme Bo co6ata Beke Gele
pouHa. Toj BeKe ro 3anoyHan YnHoOT co Hea. ETe Toa T e Kora Hekoj
He ro no3Haeaw. Of coxanyBarbe cakall Aa My NOMOrHel, a Toj Hepo-
LeNKaH, eTe, WTo HK Hanpasu. Mo oBoj HacTaH BeKe He MOXEB Aa ce
LPYXKaM CO TOj YOBEK, @ U He CaKaB 3alWTo TOj bewe TOTaNHO Henpe-
Asuanme. NctnoT T0j HMKOralw BO APYLITBO He CaKalle Aa NoyYecTu
unu aa nnatu. U Foue u jac nobpo ro BUKoBMe M pelinBMe Aa He ce
Apy*ume co Hero. Ho GpaKaBa kako cnenu npogofxuja Bo Apyx6a
€O Hero. A 0BOj, v naxelue:

- Ke BupuTe Bue kora ke gojpete Bo Ckonje, jac cym oBa v oHa.
[pyrapu mu ce cute HajronemMm TUYHOCTY. ..

PewuB noBTOpHO fa Ce BpaTaM Ha pabota, 6uaejku co usnery-
BarbaTa OTCTanuB Masnky of, mouTe Touku. OBOj naT mucnes fAa ce 3a-

Carrie and I both got scared and went to a motel for the night.
When we returned to the house the next day, it was empty. I was
meaning to move out anyhow, so we agreed with Carrie that I
should find an apartment, but that we would still be friends.

This is how I managed to get into the Australian system of liv-
ing. I had a job and some money, I spoke English relatively well so
that I could communicate with people, and I had a car. I was only
left with two items from my to-do list yet to accomplish.

I wrote a letter to my beloved Roze. I expected that everything
would be all right, but it turned out that it wasn’t. My challenges
and my way of thinking did not coincide with hers. What I had
promised her was serious, and it was also special. However, even
though I had a direction, I was faced with a problem. I still had to
realize item number five - establishing my own business, and then
item number six - taking Roze to Australia with me. I decided to
struggle hard and realize both items. I had to do it. I was convinc-
ing her over the phone that she should come. But she was weak
under her parents’ pressure. Apart from that, they hardly even knew
me, and they didn't see things the way I did at that time. Among
other things, my main preoccupation was a business in the private
sector, which was not allowed by the system in which I lived then.
Although it was easy to have your own business in Australia, being
successful in it was a whole different thing. The competition was
so big, that one needed to possess great abilities, to be a fully-
developed person and to know a lot. Hence, what I had previously
imagined in my mind, was difficult to be realized.

I decided to change my lifestyle and start working less. I wanted
to see the light of the day, I wanted to take a breath. I realized I had
been working as a real pilgrim and I wasn't that type of a person.

I started going out more often and I used to socialize with a
very good friend, named Goce. He was my schoolmate. In the disco
where we usually went out, I also met some friends from Skopje
who had come to Australia at the age of ten or eleven. I was 24,
they were a year or two younger than me, and they were working
at the disco.

I started living a different life. I used to go out on Fridays and
Saturdays, I attended private parties, and I had a lot of girlfriends.
But I still hadn’t kept my promise to Roze and that was my priority.

From the period when I socialized with Goce, Zlatko and his
brother Sashe, an interesting event is still in my memory. They
were wonderful kids, who had been educated in Australia, and it
was easy to get in anywhere with them without paying for entrance
tickets. We used to go to some good parties from time to time.

In the meantime, a strange guy from Skopje appeared. He was
brought to us and we were told that he was ‘our’ kid. We were sup-
posed to help him out. Since I was the one with the regular docu-
ments, and their sojourn was still illegitimate, they decided that
they should live together. Thus, this new guy started mingling with
us. Goce was a very good friend and he warned me that the new guy
we were hanging out with was not OK. However, we accepted him
both-handedly. We were not at home, but in a foreign country. We
had to help each other.

Sashe met a very good and also very rich girl at a party. We were
invited to her birthday party one day. It was a high society party,
something I had only seen in movies. There was a Jacuzzi pool out-
side and private service. I still can not forget Goce and his roommate
M. They entered the Jacuzzi and the clean water became blurry.

-“Brainiac, take a picture!” said my schoolmate Goce.

-“What should I photograph, Goce? The water became
muddy out of dirt.”

-“Well, our water-heater is broken!”

Thus, we compromised ourselves in this situation and the oth-
ers also noticed it. After a week, we were supposed to throw a
party, only this time it was a more intimate one. There were five
of us and five to six girls. As the situation was developing, Sashe
took the rich girl to the bedroom to make love to her, and then he
went out with a cigarette in his mouth. His roommate M. had been
watching the whole situation and he said that he was going to the
toilet, which was connected to the bedroom. Everything happened
in the dark. Suddenly, after two to three minutes, a scream was
heard. Sasho entered the room, but there was an ugly sight! M. was
in the bed on top of the rich girl.

-“What happened?” asked Sasho.

The girl couldn't speak. She was just weeping and sobbing.

Finally she talked:



HMMaBaM noBeKe CO HeKakoB OM3HMC WTO Ke MOXe [ja Me Hanpasu
CaMoCTOeH 1 Bo paboTaTa. YMETHOCTA Me Bfleyelle Na peLlus HEKONKY
naTu BO Hefenara, KoKy WTO MOXaM Aa M3ApXaM, Aa OfaM BO 6u-
3HMCOT co uUrypuTe 1 fia ja coBnagam TeXHUKaTa Ha U3paboTyBatbe.
Mo HeKoNKy Meceuu ce cyyu Hekoj npecept. Yuukoto, Gpatyuenor
Ha TaTKO MU, pelu aa ce ocnoboam og Toj 6usHuc. Jonro Bpeme ro
paboTelle U MW NPeasoXu Aa ro Nnpe3emMam oTKako Ke My nnartam 3a
kananute. Taka Ke gobues M nasap BO ABaHaeceT AyKaHu WTO npe-
TXOAHO 1 cHabayBaBme. OfeB co Hero no gykaHuTe U 3HaeB AeKa
ylwTe noseKe Ke ro paspabotam 6U3HMCOT.

Nmae cunHa xenba, a ceto T0a MU Gelle NECHO W Manky 3a Mo-
joT kanauuTeT. Hekako v ToukaTa net Gelle npep BpaTa, 6apem Aa
ro npo6am OHa 3a WTO W ACjAOB - CaMOCTOeH 6usHuc. Jby6oBTa €O
Pose cé ywre nocroelue, Hej3auHUTE NucMa 6ea HeWwTo HeMoBTOP/NBO.
Cekoe nucmo Gelwe Mana CIMKOBHULA BO KOja GeBMe HaCNUKaHU Hue
KaKo BO LpTaHuTe pomaHu. He camo jac Tyky v loue u cute WwWTo me
no3HaBaa npalysaa ganu foOMB HOBO MMCMO 3a Aa ja BMAAT HoBaTa
Kpealmja Ha Hej3uHOTO neHkano. MpocTo, Toa 6ea YyAo of nucMa 3a
WTO NOAOLHA MU NPU3HA fleKa He BGM MOXKena Aa rv NoBTOpY noBeKe.
MomuHaa ABe rofMHU U MOpaB Jia Ofy4am:

- AKo ro oTBopam oBae GM3HMCOT, BpaKare Ha3aj HEMA U 4ao
co Po3se, mojoT 360p oTMae BO HeBpaT. A U Ke Me jajele cosecTa
0T jac He CyM ce NoKaxan Taka Kako WTo Tpeba. 3alTo HaBUCTUHA
jac opgnyuysas 3a ce. lpep fga ja goHecam mojaTa KOHeYHa OAJyKa,
3ano3HaB U efieH EBpenH - Toj Me ynaTu BO HEWTO HOBO 3a MEHE,
a [eHecKa Beke MHOTY MpUCYTHO M Kaj Hac. YoBeKOT uMale okony
yeTUpUeceT KyKM M HOHCTON KynyBalle 1 npofasalue. Toa Gelwe ronem
6u3HuC. Manky ce 3apyxueme 6uaejku My ce “3acBuiaB” Kako YoBek
na OAny4Y W Aa MM MOMOTHE BO HEroBMOT 6U3HUC. Mu peve:

- 30Ku, ronemu napu He ce 3apaboTyBaar co Mana pabora. Mopalu
[ia OTBOPULL HEWTO NOroNEMO UM aKo UMaLL nofo6ap GU3HUC MOXeLl
A3 KyNuLW HeKoja HeABUXHMHA LITO Ke MOXell 33 HEKONKY FOANHU Aa
ja npenpopagew nockano. YoBeKoT Gelle YyAeH U He MOXEB Aa ro
pasbepam. Ha TonKy 60ratcTBo, BO CBOMTE YETUPUECET TOAMHM, CaM
He u3neryBa, HeMa MHory npujatenu, He opopmun dhamunuja. Toj me
yGefyBalue AeKa aKo MM ja Kaxe cBojaTa UCTOpUja, HEMA fia My Bepy-
BaM. Hajnocne mu kaxa v HeroBMoT ofroBop Gelue HeBEpojaTeH.

- Hemam Bpeme fia ce oxeHam!

TUNMYHO 3a TaKOB YOBEK, ONCEAHAT Of, Toa Koja KyKa KoKy Ke ja
npogage, kage Ke Kynu gpyra, Ke my Tpe6a M HOB KpeauT 3a Apyru
HEeBUXHUHM 1 Cé Taka. Bo cekoj ciydaj mu nocoum efeH ctap objekt
M MU peye aKo ro oTBOpaM GU3HMCOT M aKO MU TPrHe, LieHaTa Ha 06-
jeKToT Ke ce Kauu ABOjHO noseKe, ce pa3bupa, ako ro peHoOBMpaM u
npofaaam. Toa 3a meHe Gelwe ToTanHo 3abopaeatrbe Ha Po3e u Brery-
Barbe BO efjHa TElKa Urpa Koja HajMHOTY ja Cakae BO TOj MOMEHT.

OpnyyuB aa ro kynam GU3HMCOT M Aa ro ToBapam Ha 6poa. [la ce
BpaTaM Ha3ap Kaj Pose. (vt thaHTa3mpas 3a HOBMOT 6u3HMC. Ke 6upam
NpB YOBEK WTO Ke paboTam NpuMBaTHO BO TorawHara “Jy”. Xpabap no-
Ter, CKOpPO HEBO3MOKEH, HO 0AJTy4MB. YMYKO MM MU peye feka Ke MU
ro aazie 6M3HWUCOT caMo NoJ YC0B ako OBAE NPOJOJIKAM, MHAKY HEMa
WaHcK Ha apyro mecto. My pekoB fieka e forosopeHo. Mopas fa ro
M3N1aXaM 3alTo Hemalle Aa MW T NpoJaje payHo NpaBeHUTe Kananu
OA ryMa 3a NPOU3BOACTBO HA GUIYpM OA CUTE PeAnUTUM Ha 3eMjuHaTa
TOMKa, KaKO U )XUBOTHH, OrNnedana, cé... My nnatus u Hapayae KaMMOH
€0 paboTHULM U NPaBO BO KOHTEjHEp 3a Pueka - npucTaHuwTeTo Kage
WTO NPUCTMraa KOHTEjHepuTe BO TorawHata “Jy”. MoBTOPHO 4MyKO
MU MK CE HaNyTK, HO jac OAJIYYMB W HE MOXEB NPoTWB Toa. Toj Gewe
MHOTY thep 4YOBeK, Mako 6eB Manky Bpeme co Hero. MImMas cTpalwHo
rofieM pecnekT KOH HerosaTa IM4YHocT. Cenak, KOHTEjHepOT 0TNaTyBa,
KonaTa ja npoAazoB, APYroto WTO MW MPeocTaHa ro HaTOBapuB Ha
6poa u ro hatue npaseLoT 3a Jyrocnasuja.

Camo wro u3nese npsata kamepa VHS SHARP ja kynue co Hamepa
[a CHUMAM CBEYEHOCTM U CBaAOM Kako crnopegHa paboTa co Koja ke
ersuctupam. Kamepara 6elle HeWwTo HajHOBO WTO ro Hemalue Bo "Jy”.
Kora cTurHae Ha aepogopMoT, Me npeyeka damununjata, gpyrapure,
cute. He ce o6jacHyBalle T0a MCKYCTBO, ypU € TEWKO U [ia Ce onuLLe.

-"“I thought it was you, Sasho! I didn't recognize this man
in the dark. When I asked him: ‘Sasho, is that you?" he an-
swered: ‘No, it's Jimmy!"

That was how M. used to introduce himself. When we entered
the room, it was already too late. He had already started the act
with her. That's what happens when you don’t know someone, but
you want to help him out of mercy. That's what that ‘callow” guy
did to us.

I couldn’t socialize with this guy after this event. In fact, I
didn’t want to, because he was totally unpredictable. When he was
in our company, he never offered to foot the bill for all of us,
like Goce and I used to do. Therefore, after having realized who
we were dealing with, Goce and I decided not to hang out with
him any longer. However, the brother’s kept on mingling with him
blindly. He told them false stories, like:

-“You'll see who I am when you come to Skopje. All high
society people are my friends...”

I decided to go back to work again, because all the going out
made me go a little astray from my to-do list. This time I was think-
ing about doing some sort of business that would make me more
independent in my work. I was keen on art, so I decided to go into
the business with sculptures several times a week, as much as I
could endure. I wanted to master the manufacturing technique.

After a few months, a real ‘break’ came the way. My uncle, my
father’s cousin, had decided to get rid of his business. He had been
dealing with manufacturing sculptures for a long time, and he of-
fered me to take over the business after I had paid for the molds.
This would also get me marketplace in twelve stores that we used
to supply before. I went to the stores with him and I knew that I
would make the business even bigger.

I had a strong will, and everything seemed easy and little for
my capacity. Somehow, item number five was ‘at the door'. At least
I could try what I had come here for - establishing a self-owned
business.

My love with Roze still lasted. Her letters were something un-
equaled. Each letter was a small picture book, where she had paint-
ed both of us as heroes from cartoon novels. Everybody who knew
me could hardly wait for me to receive another letter from her, so
that they could see the newest creation of her pen. Those letters
were simply miraculous. She later admitted to me that she could
never write another letter like that again. Two years passed by and
I had to make a decision:

-If T established a business here, there would be no turn-
ing back. That would mean good-bye Roze, which would make
me a man who doesn’t keep his promises. I would also have a
guilty conscience for not showing myself in good light. I had
to make my own decisions by myself, and I had a lot to decide
about.

Before making my final decision, I met this Jew. He introduced
me into something totally new for me back then, and very much
present in our society today. The man owned about forty houses,
and he was selling and buying all the time. It was a huge business.
We started socializing because he liked me as a person, and so he
decided to help me in his business. He told me:

-“Zoki, you can’t earn big money by doing little work. You
have to set up something bigger, or if you have a good busi-
ness, you could invest in real estate that you would be able to
sell for a lot more later.”

The man was a bit strange and I could not understand him.
Having all that fortune, at the age of forty, he didn’t go out alone,
he didn’t have many friends and he hadn’t had his own family yet.
He was convincing me that if he told me his history, I wouldn't
believe him. I told him to try me, and he finally did tell me about
it. His answer was unbelievable:

-“T haven't had the time to get married!” he said.

It was only typical for a man of his type. He was so obsessed with
how much money he would get from selling one of his houses, where
he would buy another one, would he need a new credit to buy new
real estate, etc. Anyway, he pointed to me one old object and said
that if I opened my business and if everything went well, the price
of that object would become double, provided I renovate it and sell
it. This whole thing made me totally forget about Roze and get into
a new tough game, which I loved most at that moment.

Anyway, I decided to buy the business and to load everything
on a ship. I wanted to go back to Roze. I used to fantasize about
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Muory paboTu Mu ce ciyuuja 3a ABe roauHu. Bo cekoj cnyyaj Toj
wTo urpa u Ke usurpa. Ho meHe gonpsa Mu noyHysawe urpata. Ce
BMUAOB co Po3e 1 HalaTa BpCcKa NPOAJOMKN KAaKo U MPeTXOAHO. Manky
ce YyyfieBMe efleH Ha Jpyr, 3alWTo ce HeMaBMe BUAEHO Lienu JiBe ro-
OWHU.

Moj HoB npeau3Buk Gewe fa ogam 3a MepmaHuja 3a fa cu Kynam
Kona. 3aKoHOT UM [03BONyBAlle Aa YBE3yBaaT KOAW CaMO Ha OHWe
wTo paboTene noseke of LBe rOAWHU BO CTPAHCTBO KAKO MPUBATHU-
um. 3a eseH mecel, co 6poa Tpebawe fa MU CTUTHE U GU3HMCOT. Ma
wTo Ke 6bupe Ke sugume.

3a l'epmaHuja oTugoB co mojot apyrap bpaHue. bewe Toa Bo 1985
roauHa. 0Tugoeme Bo XaMbypr, MHOTY flaneyHa filecTMHauuja, Ho Toj
uMalle TaMy Hekoja TeTka. Cakale Aa octaHe ga pabotu, a MojaTa Len
Gele Aa Kynam Kona u fia ce Bpatam Hasapg. Cenak oanyyue fa octa-
HaMm Ja My npasam ApywTeo. EaHa Hepena, He Gewe manky Bpeme. U
Taka ¥ Bo [epMaHuja BoxMBeaB ejHa MHTEPECHA ClyyKa. 3ano3HaBMe
HOBa npujaTesika Koja ce BukaLe [ujaHa. Mpeky HeKou noctTapu poa-
HUHW Ha BbpaHuye, 6eBMe NMOKaHETU Ha CeAeHKa kKaj Hea. Hu pekoa
geka [lujaHa 6una mHory YyaHa xeHa. Ha cepeHkata 6ea damunu-
japhu nyre, jac u bpaHue. CegHaBme, ce onywTtueme, a [lujaHa ce
no3apasu co npucyTHuTe. MoyHa fa UM iaBa NOKNOHM Ha cuTe. MeHe
Mu gage mauua “bopuc bekep” Koja Bo Toa Bpeme UMHelle OKOJy CTO
"noju” mapku. Ha gpyrute um fenewe dapmepku, 61ay3u 3a feuara u
wTo ywre He. He 3Ham 30wWwTo GeB ManKy 36yHET U CEPUO3EH, MAKO NO
npupoaa He cym TakoB. Mu ro Gpan NUKOT U MU peve:

- Cnywaj Tv cu npBnaT Kaj MeHe, a MHOTY CU MU cepuo3seH. Kaj
MeHe MOpa cuTe fia ce cMeaT. Tu 30LTO CU MU TaKOB, cera Ke BUAUL
Kaj KOro cv [OWON Ha rocTu, KonKy Ke ce cmeew!

JlyfeTo Haokony po6po ja mo3HaBaa W MHOTy ja cakaa u npet-
nocTaByBaa WTO MOXele fa Hanpasu [iujaHa, HeKoralw npoyyeHaTta
MaKpo rasgapuua. Hanpaeu atmocdepa co cBeT1aTa, ce Kayu Ha e4Ho
CTOJYE W MOYHA fia Urpa Ha My3MKa LWTO noTceKaBalle Ha epoTcKo.
MouHa fa urpa nosieka, Cekcu, a Hajnocne u aa ce cobnekysa. Ce
cobneye cocem rona U cegHa Ao Mede. CuTe NoyHaa fa ce CMmear.
Nako 6es 36yHeT, He 3HaM 30LLTO, U jac Ce CMeeB, HO HEKaKo CPaMHo.
Mu ja 3efie pakaTa u ja cTaBW Ha Hej3auMHaTa rpaja, na Ha apyrata, na
no MoeTo Teso, na no csoeto Teno. OKony MeHe NyreTo, BEpOjaTHO
nopagu Mojata HecakaHa cMTyaLMja BO KOja Ce HajLoB, Ce CKMHaa of,
cmeetbe. MoToa MU cefHa Ha CKYTOT M MM ja cTaBu rpajaTta BO ycTa.
He 3HaeB wto fia npaBaMm, BeKe CUTe Ce Ba/lKaa NO3eMMU Of CMeeke, a
HajMHory Apyrap mu bpaHue. Ako ja npudates urpata ywTe noseke
Ke Mu ce cmeeja. bewe Toa HEWTO HEOOGUYHO 0 NOYETOK A0 KPaj.
[lnjaHa 3Haewe Jeka HWe HemaMe Kafe Aa OAMMe, Na OTKAKO CU
OTUA0A FOCTUTE HU peye:

- "Ijeuo, Bu yeTe pa cnaBaTte KOf MeHe aKo O4eTe U aKO Ce He
6oute, HopmanHo.”

Cnopep mojaTta MHTYMUM]ja, jac npudaKkas BegHal, a u bpaxye ce
cornacu. [lnjaHa Hu nokaxa Aa cnueme BO AHEBHATA, a OHA CU OTUAE
BO cnanHata. Hu o6jacHu cé 3a KyKaTa u HU Harnacv aeka kKora Ke ce
BpaTu of, paboTa caka fia bupeme Tyka, a BO MefyBpeMe MOXeMe fa
ce npowetame. Hu ocTaBu 1 cTo “f0ju” Mapku, fa UMaMe 3a JEeHOT.
Cé Gewe MHOry yyaHO, HEOOMYHO W rosiemMa eHUrMa ce Kpuelle 3af
oBa. BeuepTa Bo ocymHaeceT yacot ce npubpasme co bpaHue. Egpaj
yekas fa ce BuAuMe co [ujana. MHaky, uen geH no nnavosute 6apa-
BMe Kosa, 6upaejku jac 6eB gojaeH 3a Toa. [lujaHa koHeuHo fojae. Hé
no34pasy, Npalla Kako NOMUHABMe M NOYHABME MOTEXOK Pa3roBop.

- [njaHa, mopam ga TM npu3Haam fieka cyMm npujaTHO M3HEHALEH
U CeKoja YecT Kora TONIKY MHOTY MOKNOHYBALL, PETKN Ce 0CoOUTe Kako
Tebe.

- E, meua, meua, jac MHory pa6oTam, no fBaHaeceT yaca AHEBHO.
He Mu e 1 MeHe necHO, HULWITO He e NecHo.

- Ma pobpo MHory pabotuw, a necHo pasaw. Cenak “cBaka
yact”.

- [la, peua, Ho Mojata paboTa BcylWHoOCT e Toa. [la 3emam op, 60-
raTuTe U Aa UM AaBaMm Ha cupomacuTe.

- MNa kako 3emaw?

my new business. I would be the first man who would have a pri-
vately owned business in ex “Yu”. That would be a very courageous
move, almost impossible to make, but I was willing to do it. My
uncle told me that he would only give me the business if I went on
working there. Otherwise, there would be no chance for me to get
it and move somewhere else. I told him we had a deal. I had to lie
to him because he would have never sold me the hand-made rubber
molds used for manufacturing different types of statuettes, like
religious motives, animals, mirrors...all kinds of things. I paid him,
sent for a platform truck with workers, loaded everything in a con-
tainer on a ship and directed it straight to the port in Rieka- that’s
where the containers disembarked in ex “Yu”. My uncle was angry
with me again, but I had already made up my mind and I couldn’t
go against my will. He was very fair to me, although we spent little
time together. I had great respect for his personality.

However, the container set out, I sold the car, loaded whatever
I had left on a ship and headed back to Yugoslavia.

The first video camera VHS SHARP had just appeared on the
market at that time and I bought one with the intention of filming
celebrations and wedding ceremonies as a collateral job that would
help earn my living. This video camera was the latest product,
something that couldn’t be found in “Yu".

When I arrived, everybody was waiting for me at the airport, my
family, my friends...everybody. I can’t explain what I had experi-
enced; it's even difficult to describe. A lot of things had happened
in the previous two years. However, as I always say, ‘one who starts
playing the game, has to play it well to the end’.

My game was just beginning. I saw Roze and our relationship
continued as it was before. It was a bit strange at first because we
hadn't seen each other in two years.

My new challenge was to go to Germany to buy myself a car.
The law allowed importing cars only for those who had been work-
ing abroad for more than two years as business owners. The ship
carrying my business was also supposed to arrive in two months’
time. I could only wait and see what was going to happen.

I went to Germany with my friend Branche. This was in 1985.
We went to Hamburg, a distant destination, but he had an aunt
there. My friend wanted to stay there and find a job, and my idea
was to get a car and head back. However, I decided to keep him
company for a week, which was not little time to begin with. And
as things usually happen to me, a very interesting event also hap-
pened to me in Germany.

We met a new friend called Diana. We got invited to a get-
together party at her place through some elderly relatives of my
friend Branche. They warned us that Diana was a very strange wom-
an. Mostly family people, Branche and myself attended the party.
We sat down, took relaxing positions, and Diana said hello to ev-
eryone present. Then she started giving gifts to everyone; she gave
me a Boris Becker T-shirt, which cost around a hundred Deutsche
marks at that time. The others were given pairs of jeans, blouses
for their children and all sorts of things. I don’t know why, but I
was a little bit embarrassed and serious, even though I'm usually
not like that that. She took her pick on me and said:

-" Listen, you're here for the first time, and you're too se-
rious. Everybody has to laugh when they're at my place. Since
you're so serious, you are about to find out where you have
come as a guest. You'll be laughing in no time!”

Everyone at the party knew her well and loved her very much.
They could only guess what Diana would do, a formerly well-known
pimp lady. First she created an atmosphere with the lights, and then
she got on a chair and started dancing in the rhythm of a music that
reminded of something erotic. She started dancing slowly and sexily,
and she finally started stripping. She undressed herself completely
and sat next to me. Everybody started laughing. I don't know why
I was confused, but I laughed as well, although it was somewhat
bashfully. She took my hand and put it on her breast, then on the
other one, then on my body, and then back on her body. Probably
because of the unsolicited situation I was in, people around me were
laughing out loudly. Then she sat in my lap and she put her breast in
my mouth. I didn’t know what to do, while people around me rolling
on the floor laughing. Most of all, my friend Branche. Had I accepted
the game, they would have laughed even more. It was something
unusual for me from the beginning to the end.

Diana knew we didnt have anywhere else to go so, after the
guests had left, she told us:



- Kpapam, peua, kpapam!

HeBepojaTHo, c1 NOMMCANB, HO He Me ynnawu. Toa u Gewe MoeTo
HOBO UCKYCTBO. [loaaToKoT fieka TonKy hamunujapHu nyre ja nounTysaat
MHOTY MW Kaxa. Me npawwa ganu cakam a 6uaam Hej3uH Bo3av.

- [o6po Ke Te nnakam U U4 HeMoj Aa ce cekupaw. Bo onacHoct
Hema fia 6ugew. MojoT afBoKaT ro nnakam ABECTe WNjaau Mapku
roguwHo. Cekoj nart kora Ke 3arnasam Me Bagu. Moute Kkpaxou
3aBpLUYyBaaT CoO Ka3Ha.

- He, bana, jac camo f0jAOB fia Kynam Kona 1 Yekam 3a efleH Me-
cel Aa MU NpUCTUrHe GU3HUCOT Of ABCTpanuja, a U MouTe ambuLUu
ce fpyru.

HapepHata Beuep, npep nerHysare, [lnjaHa ro ussagu 3natorto
WTO 1 Gele 0KOJy BPaTOT CO HajCKanoLEeHU KaMera U ro ocTaBu BO
tuokara Bo cobara Kage WTo cnuesme Hue. He 3HaM aanu Hé cTasu
Ha npo6a, HO 3HaM feka HUTY jac HUTY BpaHuye He 6u nocerHan Ha
TaKBa NpoBOKauuja. Ja npallyBaB Kako Kpage v Kora Mu o6jacHyBalue
ce yyaes. HaBuctuHa, Mu Tpeballe camo MasnKy Toa fia ro 3anametam
Kako ucKkycTBo. He 3a ga Kpajam, He HU NOMMCIYyBaB fia ro npaBam
TOa, HO [la MOXaM [ia ce cracaMm Of KpaxbuTe WTO ce BpWaT Haj
MeHe, PEYUCHU CEKOj AieH Of CTpaHa Ha CUTe OKONY MeHe.

Ja KynuB MojaTa Kona 1 AojAe AEHOT Aa 3amMuHaM. bpaHye ce pac-
nnaka Kora 3aM1HyBas.

- Kapge me octaBaw?

- W0 pa npasam, bpaHue, mopam!

- LlUT0 Ke me coBeTyBaw?

- BpaHue, WTo fa TV Kaxam, Hemal Kafe, TeTKa TU CEKOj AeH Hu
Gapale napw 3a jaferbe. TaTko TM Koj e BO XaMOypr He Te HU NpU3Ha-
Ba. llabe Tv e TeTKa, yabe TM e TaTKO, KOTa He ce MHTepecHpaart 3a
Tebe. bugn cu co HUB camo co nametoT. [lnjaHa e “nonos”, ama e
ronem gpyrap, nocebHo 3a tep nyrfe, a TM c1 efieH Of HUB. buam BHuU-
MaTeneH, Apyro He MOXaM fia TU Kaxam.

Ce no3gpaBuB co [ujaHa. MMOBTOPHO MM [aje MOKJAOH U Mu
nopauva:

- He ce cekupaj, noBTOpHO Ke ce BUAMME.

HeBepojaTHo ja 3acakaB )eHaTa W npeky apyrap mu bpaHue KoH-
TaKTUpaBMe Cé [0 npep, WecT roAWHK Kora ja ybuja. Wrpana Kouka Ha
Maca co norpelHu nyfe. Hekoj powon aa youe efeH of HUB, HO 1
yOun cuTe HU KPUBM HU JOMXKHU. Mu kaxa bpaHue co koro ce regam
Ha CeKkou fiBe [0 TPU roAuHu Kora Ke fojne oA lepmaHuja Tyka Ha
ogmop. Cekoraw rnaBHa Tema Hu e [lujaHa. HoHcton mu npakawe
NOKNOHU. W npaKaB W jac cekoj nat co nonHo cpue. Kora ro Bupos
bpaHye NpBnaT no YeTUpU rofuHN MU peye:

- 30KU, 3HaeW Nn KOj MM nomorHa Bo FepmaHuja?

- Camo MOoXaM fa npeTnocTaBaM, Kaxu.

- [la Tv kaxam npaeo, npo6as MOBTOPHO Aa ro no6apam TaTkKo
MU, aMa HUWTo. HuWKojnaT, OTKAKO Ce OCTaBMA CO Majka MU, He ce
3auHTepcupan 3a meHe. Mu pedye pa He My ce jaByBaM noeKe. Me
oTKauu u 6patyyen mu Mapko. Knacuka, Mu 6apaie kupuja u mopas
kaj OujaHa. 3amucnu, mu peve:

- Cenu kaj meHe, bpaHue, oypu He 3acTaHew Ha cBou Ho3e! Mmal
CEKOj AieH MO CTO repMaHCKW MapKu o MEHe caMo Hemoj Aa kpapeww!
Tu He cu [lnjaHa! AKo fo3HaaM 3a TaKBo HewWwTo Ke Te ByTHaM BO 3a-
TBOp, @ 0 MOXaM Toa, Bo6po 3Haew! ToyHO efHa roguHa 30Ku MU
Jasalue napu u 6ecnnatHo jagere u cnuere. He moxkam fa T1 objac-
HaM KakBa “;byauHa” Gewe. Ha 3amuHyBarbe Me npawa:

- CurypeH nn cu fieka cu CNpemeH, ako He CU OCTaHu ylTe.

He, ana i, 3a & cym cnpemeH 1 oaam.

bpaHue ce oxeHu Bo [epmaHuja, UMa YeTUpM fela U Ce ywTe
ce cnywame. lMocneaeH nat ce BMAOBME Mpep efHa roguHa. Toa e
bpaHue. Otceraw cym ru ueHen nyfeto no yosewTuHata. Wnu cu
YoBeK UNU He CK. AKO CU cyanja, a CYAMLW HeYecHO 1 6apall MUTO, T!
CY noroneMm KpUMUHanew, oTKOJIKY OHOj Koj umMa BU3uja Ha PobuH Xya.
AKO CW JOKTOp, @ HE FO IeYuLl NaLMeHTOT OTU HEMA MUTO Aa T Jafe,
TW cu noronem ybuel, of OHoj WTO ybun HeKoj Bo camoonbpaHa oTu
6un HanagHaT 04 HapKoMaH, Ha npumep. [injaHa My Benewe:

- AKo cnyyajHo umaw npobnem jasu ce u 3abopaBu AeKa HEWTOo

-"“Kids, you're staying here tonight, that is if you want to
and if you're not afraid, of course.”

Listening to my intuition, I accepted at once. So did Branche.
Diana showed us that we were going to sleep in the living room,
and she went to the bedroom. She explained everything about the
house and pointed out that she wanted us there when she got back
from work. In the meanwhile, we could have a walk if we wanted
to. She also left a hundred Deutsche marks, in case we needed it
during the day. Everything seemed very strange and unusual. A
great enigma was behind it all.

That night, Branche and I came back around 6 p.m. We had
been looking for a car all day, because that’s what I had come here
for in the first place. I could hardly wait to see Diana. She finally
came home. She greeted us and asked how we had spent the day.
Then we initiated a more serious talk.

-“Diana, I have to admit that I've been pleasantly sur-
prised by you and the way you treat people with gifts. People
like you are rare to meet.”

-“Ah, kids, I work a lot, sometimes even for twelve hours
a day. It's not easy for me, but then again, nothing is.”

-“Well, you work a lot and you give easily. That's a very
honorable thing to do, I must admit.”

-“Yes, children. Well, that’s my job, in fact. To take from
the rich and give to the poor.”

-“So how do you take from the rich?”

-“By stealing, kids, by stealing!”

Unbelievable, I thought, but still I wasn't scared. That was a
new experience for me. The fact that so many family people re-
spected her, spoke for itself a lot. She asked me if I wanted to be
her chauffeur.

-“T'll pay you well, you neednt worry about that. You'll
never be endangered. I pay my lawyer two hundred thousand
Deutsche marks a year. He gets me out every time I get in
trouble. My larceny always ends up with only a fine.”

-“No, thanx, I only came here to buy a car. In a month,
my business from Australia will arrive, and I have other ambi-
tions.” I replied.

The next night, just before going to bed, Diana took off all the
golden jewelry with most valuable jewels that she wore around her
neck, and put it in a drawer in the room where we slept. I don't
know whether she was trying to tempt us, but neither Branche nor
I would ever fall for such a provocation.

I asked her which way she stole things and when she explained
it, I was amazed. It took me only a little to remember this as an
experience. Not to start stealing, I would never even think of doing
anything like that, but to be able to save myself from the robberies
done to me almost every day by people around me.

I bought my car and the day when I had to leave finally arrived.
Branche was crying when I was leaving:

-“How can you leave me here?”

-“What can I do, Branche? I have to leave!”

-“What will you advise me?”

-“What can I say, Branche, you don’t have anywhere to
go. Your aunt was asking for money for food from us every
day. Your father who lives in Hamburg doesn’t even acknowl-
edge you. You have no benefit either from your aunt or from
your father, when they are not interested in helping you. You
can only be with them in your mind. Diana is a thief, but she
is a great friend, especially for fair people, and you are one of
them. Be careful, that’s all I can tell you.”

I said goodbye to Diana. She gave me a gift again and said:

-“Don’t worry, we'll see each other again.”

I grew to like that woman very much and we were in touch
through my friend Branche up till six years ago when she was killed.
She had been gambling on a table with the wrong people. Someone
had come to kill one of them, and instead he had killed everyone at
that table. Branche told me about this. I see him every two or three
years when he comes back from Germany on a vacation here. Diana
is always our main topic. She used to send me gifts all the time. I
would also send her something every now and then, but it was from
my heart. When I first saw Branche after four years, he said:

-“Zoki, do you know who helped me most while I was in
Germany?”

-“I can only guess. Tell me.”

-“To tell you the truth, I tried to find my father again, but



MU [OMKML CaMo Kora Ke oauw 3a “Jy” Mopal Aa MU Ce jaBuWw Aa T
npaTtam HewTo 3a TBOjOT Apyrap 30Ku.

... [lo moeTo BpaKare oa MepmaHuja NoYHaB Aa KpojaM nnaHOBM
wTo noHatamy. Kako ke ro ysesam 6usHucot Bo [lpxaBata, BO Koja
OCBEH CEMKApHULM HEMale HAWTO Apyro. A He Gelwe JO3BONEHO U
ga ce pabotu npusaTtHo. 360pyBaBmMe 3a AaneyHara 1985 ropuHa.
Hajronemara npuuuHa, mefy Apyroto, nopaam WTo 3amMnHaB of, Make-
LOHWja, Gelwe NpobAeMOT WTO He MOXELWe A3 Ce OTBOPU MpUBATEH
6usHuc. Mojata 3ajava bewe fa ro otBopam. Taka, ToukaTta net of
ABcTpanuja - 3anoyHyBare MOj BU3HUC, eBoNyMpalle BO TOYKA ce-
ayM Bo Jyrocnasuja. MpuunHarta Gewe mojata sby6oB KOH Po3e, mojoT
360p WTO ro f,aZloB W rPU3EHETO Ha COBECTa, BepyBajTe Mu!

Konara wTo ja foHecoB belwe MHOry aTpakTMBHa U cO MojaTa Po3e
u3nerysaeme cekoja sevyep. Ho Hekako noyHas fia 6uaam 3agyuysaH
OA ronemata jbyboMopa WTO ce poau Kaj Hea. Mojot ycnex Gewe
HecdaTtnuB 3a Lenata Moja reHepauuja. bUsHMCOT HenpucTurHar, a
noyHas Aa pabotam co kamepara. [lanu vmaile fBe UAU TPU Kamepu
BO LIENVOT rpag, a nefeceT fo CTO CBaabu HeAenHo, Hemalle MNagu
KOWLITO He cakaa fa Ce CHUMAaT Ha CBOjOT HajrofieM YnH BO XKWBOTOT
- BeHYaBKaTa. bykBanHo, cuTe mapu ru BOXMB BO KONa, Kamepa, TB
BMJEO - UCTO Taka OyM BO TOa BpeMe, My3UYKK CUCTeM, rapaepoba.
NmaB Hamepa, aKko He MU TPrHe, Aa NPOAAAAM HEWTO W of THe paboTu.
Cenak, 6€B HECTPN/IMB 13 BUAAM WITO Ke Ce Cy4Yn O GU3HMCOT BO KOH-
TejHepoT wTo Tpebawe ga npucturHe. Cekoja caboTta u Heaena cHu-
MaB Mo fiBe-Tpu CBaabu, NOHeKoraw ABe Ha fieH - efHa HOKHa, eHa
aHesHa. Ce Buposme u co CraHojko CaBeBCKM, M CHUMAB HeroBute
Kepku. KamepaTa belwe npaBa aTpakuuja 1 TaKa XKuUBYpPKaB,YeKajku ro
LEeHOT Kora Ke fjojae 6usHUCOT.

[lojne v T0j neH u Me noBMKaa Ha uapuHata. Kora uapuHuuute
BUAOA WTO NPUCTUTHANO, BEAHAL pearnpaa:

- Osa pa ro BpaTuTe BeAHal Ha3ap! Hema waHcy BaKBO HewTo
pa uapuHume. Tpeba aa u3Baguiw fo3sona 3a pabota, na notoa Aa ro
yBe3el, a AoToral Ke nnakal cekoj AeH NnexapuHa.

EauHcTBeHMOT Moj nocTap npujaten Gewe CtaHojko CaBeBCKU.
0TVUAOB Kaj HEro U My Kaxas WTO MU ce cayyu. bewe obuyeH munm-
Lael, HO MUCKNyyuTeNneH Yosek. He noctoelwe Apyr o TOJKY MHOTY
npujatenu, Kako wTo umale Toj. W cera e Takos. Ho, aa Bu kaxam,
u jac cym Kako Hero. lWkonata ja Hayuue op CtaHojko. 3aeaHo noj-
LOBME M BefHall Hajae efieH LapuMHUK M nobapa HauyuH Kako ja ce
LapuHW MOjOT BU3HMC.

- CTaHojKO, He 3HaMm LTO Aa TU Kaxam, Mopa Aa U3BaauTe A03BONA,
T.e. }a perucTpuparte HekakoB yKaH UM paboTWaHMLA Ma Toraw.
Opete Bo ONWTMHATA, BO KOjALITO XKMBEETE, U U3BAAETE M1 JOKYMEHT-
ute! Torauw ke cmeeMe fAa ro Lapuxume Tosapot. Ke ro oteopume u ke
ja onpegenume BUCMHATA Ha LapuHaTa.

CnegHoto yTpo CTaHojko ce o6neye BO yHUtOpMa W BeaHaL Nno-
jhoBMe Bo onwTuHata “Ta3u bab6a”. Toj Hajae HEKOj NO3HAT U My o
o6jacHu npo6nemoT, 0BOj HE NpaTW Kaj Apyr, APYrvoT Kaj TpeT, na
NOBTOPHO Ha3aj M Taka He HaWAOBMe Ha HEKOj WTO 3Haelle KaKo fia
ro peructupa mojot 6usHuc. Ce cobpaa cuTe U 3ae[HUYKN AUCKYTH-
paa. Me npawaa wro Ke paboram. Nm o6jacHyBas, a Tve 3aknyuuja:

- EpvHCTBEH HauuH e pa Te peructpupame 3a AOMALHW PaKoT-
BOp6U.

Toa e, jemek, Ke paboTam Bo egHa coba foma. Popmupaa Komucu-
ja v yTpefeHTa fojnoa Kaj MeHe AoMa M 4ucto opmanHo ce Hanuja
no eAHo Kacde U MU Harnacuja:

- Oa ro npasume 3a CTaHojKo, Ha poBep6a! Cera e BaXKHO fAa ro
CnpoBefieMe YBO30T, @ N0TOA TW pellasaj kage Ke pabotuw. Moxel
Aa 6apal v HoBa perucTpauuja.

VYTpeneHTa ro 3efjoBMe JOKYMEHTOT U BEAHAlWl Ce ynaTMBME Ha
uapuHapHuuata. CTaHojKo He Me OCTaBM HU efHa MUHyTa caM. Toa
He MOXaM HUKoraw Aa My ro 3abopasam. lMomowTa Mu Gewe MHOry
OuTHa. 3amucneTe cu ako He MoxeB Aa ycneam? CekojoHeBHO nNnakas
JIeXXapuHa, a cuTe napu Mu 6ea BNOXKEHU TyKa.

Ho, rnepate nu? EfeH Man rect co MOTOpOT A0 KakBa pa3Bp-
cka fojoe. Moeto 3apoBOsCTBO KynMuHMpa. Toa M cera ywTe ro

it was all in vain. Ever since he had left my mother, he never
once showed any interest in me. He told me not to call him
any more. Even my cousin Marko dumped me. A classic case,
he was asking for a rent. Finally, I had to go back to Diana’s.
Can you imagine what she told me? She said: - ‘You can stay
with me until you get back on your feet. You'll get a hundred
Deutsche marks from me every day, but please don't steal!
You're not Diana! If I find out you've done anything like that,
T'll put you in jail. And you know pretty well I can do it!” She
gave me money, free food and a place to stay for a whole year.
I can't explain what a great person she was. When I was leav-
ing, she asked me: - ‘Are you sure you're ready to leave? Cause
if you're not, you can still stay here’. I said: - “No, thank you
for everything. I feel ready now and I'm leaving.”

Branche got married in Germany. He has four children and
we are still in touch. We last saw each other a year ago. That's
Branche. I have always valued people by their humanity. Either you
are human, or you are not.

If you're a judge and you judge dishonestly, by asking for bribe,
you are a greater criminal than the one who has Robin Hood's vi-
sion.

If you're a doctor and you don't treat a patient because he has
no money to bribe you, you are a bigger murderer than the one
who has killed in self- defense because he was attacked by a junky,
for instance.

Diana would always say to Branche:

-“Feel free to call me if you have a problem by any chance,
and forget you owe me anything. But when you go to “Yu”,
you have to tell me so that I could send something for your
friend Zoki.”

... After my return from Germany, I started making plans about
what to do next. I was wondering how I was going to import the
business in the country where there was nothing else except for
cereal shops. It wasn’t even allowed to do business privately. We are
talking about the year 1985. The main reason why I had left Mace-
donia in the first place, among other things, was because one could
not establish a self-owned business. And I had an obligation to do it.
Thus, item number five from my to-do list from Australia - establish-
ing my own business, evolved into item number seven in Yugoslavia.
The reason for all this, and trust me when I say this, was my love for
Roze, the word I had given to her and my guilty conscience.

The car I had brought from Germany was very impressive. We
used to go out with Roze in it every night. However, in time, I
somehow started feeling ‘suffocated” by the great jealousy that
emerged within her. My success was inconceivable for my entire
generation. The business hadn't arrived yet, but I had already
started working with the video camera. There were not more than
two or three video cameras in the whole city at that time, and
about fifty to a hundred weddings a week. Every young couple of
newlyweds wanted to have on tape the greatest moment of their
lives, their wedding ceremony. I had invested literally all my mon-
ey in a car, a video camera, a TV video - also a hit in those days,
a stereo system and clothes. I thought, if things didn’t work out, I
would sell some of those things. However, I was impatient to find
out what would happen with the business that was about to arrive
with the container.

I used to film two to three weddings every Saturday and Sun-
day; sometimes even as many as two a day - one during daytime
and another one at night.

I also saw my friend Stanojko Savevski. I was filming his
daughters. The video camera proved to be the real thing, and I
made my living that way, waiting for the day when my business
would arrive.

Finally, the day came and I received a call from the Customs
office. When they saw what was in the container, they reacted im-
mediately:

-“This is to be sent back at once! There’s no way we're
going to let this pass. First you need to get a work permit
and then import something like this. Meanwhile, you'll pay for
storage every day.”

The only older friend I had was Stanojko Savevski. I went to see
him and told him what had happened. He was just a police officer,
but a rare one. There was no other man with so many friends as he
had. He is still like that. I can tell you that I'm like him, too. I've
learned the lesson from Stanojko.



npepackaxysam. [lobpoTo co fobpo ce BpaKka. 3aToa cekoj Tpeba Aa
Ce [pXM 3a XMBOTHOTO NpaBuIo:

- Hayuu pa yumw! Kora T0a BUCTUHCKM Ke ro Hayuuw, Hema Aa
umaw noseke npobnemu.

Kora ro oTBOpMBME KOHTEjHEpPOT cuTe Kananu Gea U3BanKkaHu of
runc, co Koj 6ea paboTeHu, Na Aypu M He ce rnepalle WTO UMaA BHa-
Tpe. Me npawaa:

- Wto e oBa? Hukoraw He BMUAene TakBO HewTo. HapBopewHo
Anyewe Ha otnag. CtaHojko um objacHu:

- A 6e, ce 3aHecyBa, MIafio AeTe, eTe, Ke NpaBu HEWTO Of OBUE
pabotu!

HamepHo rnymelue npea npujaTenoT LapuHUK, @ OBOj CaMO MaBHa
o rnaeara:

- Do6po, CtaHojko, oBa 3a TeGe ro npasaM, eBe, HEKOj MUHUMYM
HeKa nnaTtu 1 Heka Gpka paborTa.

LlapuHMKOT cv MUCnelle fieKa He CyM CO MAaMETOT KaKo WTo Tpeba.
MpeTnoctaByBaB feka Taka v Ke 6buge. YwTe Kora rv ToBapae kana-
MuTe, CUTE TM HANOJHWB CO TMMC U I 3aTBOPMB 3a [1a HEe MOXe HULWTO
Aa ce Buau. [0 LapuMHUBME KOHTEjHEPOT Ha COCEM MUHMUMAJIHA CyMma.
[la He Gewe CTaHojko Ke me m3ropea. He 3Haejku wTo e T0a WTO ro
yBe3yBaM, Ke ro npartea Ha Hekoja Komucuja u Toraw Beke cutyauu-
jata Ke Gewe apyra.

[loHecoB oKony wweeceT Kananu, TEWKW BO NPOCEK No neTHaeceT
kunorpamu eneH. bea uspaboteHn o ryma. Camo rymara yuHewe
CTO U NeAeceT repMaHCKM MapKu 3a efieH Kunorpam, a u3paborkara
- Toa e coceM Apyro. HewTo wro e co3aaBaHO payHO peyucu fBae-
CeTMHa roanHu. Kako u pa e, cé 3aepwu fo6po. o ogHecoBMe co
KaMMOH TEWKO cnevaneHunoT kanutan. [len og pabotute cmecTuBMe
BO efjHa lyna, a Aen Bo cobaTa o lWynaTta of HUBATa Ha TaTKO MU,
oppaneyeHa 17 kunometpu og Ckonje. Tato ofjele TaMy cekoj AeH, na
u cera, GMAejkM Toj cMeTa AeKa Toa ro pekpeupa.

Hectpnnue, BeAHal, 3a HEKONKY [ieHa, HapayaB rMnC U No4yHas
Ja nvjam on mouTe npouseoau. Bo meryBpeme 6apas yape Kako u
Kage fa rv noHyaam. Hemawe HUTY efieH npuBaTeH AyKaH Kaje WTO
61 Moxen ga ru nnacupam. bes sbybonuteH ganu Tvue BoonwTo Ke
npean3BUKaaT Hekoj WHTepec kaj nyfeto. HasuctuHa oBa Gewe
TOralwHa HoBMHa Kaj Hac.

Ce cekaBaMm ywTe Kora ru Bujoa TaTKO MU U Majka MU 30yHeTO
ce npawaa:

- Wro nu mucnm osa pete? 3owwTo ja NOTpoLWMA LenaTa JeHOHOKHa
3apaboTyBayka BO HEKOWCKM Kananu, U, WTO aKo He My ycnee?

Taka mucnea peuucu cute. Camo jac 6ee ontumuct. bewe
npalwarse Ha LeHOoT Kora Ke TprHe 6usHucot. Bo Toa Bpeme Bo Cko-
nje uMale camo HeKOJIKY NPUBATHU ranepuu, HO ToNKy 36yTaHu WTO
efBaj YOBEK NOMMWHyBalle MOKPaj HMB, @ Kamonu Aa 6apa HewTo
OA YMEeTHOCTa, CMKA WAW Jpyro of Hekoj asTop. OBa MoeTo Gelwe
HajobuyHa cepucka Konuja Ha CyBEHUPU CO HUKAKBA YMETHMYKA
BPefHOCT 3a ronemara maca nyre. Kako 1 a e Hynes Ha noseke mec-
Ta. Mu npudakaa camo no gBe-Tpu GuUrypu WTO Hemalle WaHca Aa
nomuHat. Mimas Lena nenesa oA Gpurypu 3a Aa MOXe KynyBayoT Aa ce
Hajae ceGecy BO NOKNOHOT WTO 61 ro kynun. AHKeTaTa WTo ja Npases
B0 ABcTpanuja Gewe AeKa rv Kynysaar 3a NoKosoH. HewTo npoaaeas
Ha CUTHO CO NOKAXyBatbe Ha CIMKK, HO TOA He belle HeKaKoB OU3HUC
HUTY NaK NO3WUTUBEH NokasaTen 3a gobap npodut. Taka MOjOT yBe3eH
OM3HMC YeMpeelle U HEMALLE HUALWTO KOHKPETHO co Mecelu... MojaTa
Bpcka co Po3e noyHa fa ce Bnowyea. He 3Ham 30wWwTo, HO MUCNaM
Taa HaMepHo FlymMelle nperofema jby6oMopa, a ce nialelle 1 fa He
ja octaBam. He mu BepyBalle fieka CyM npaBaTta JIMYHOCT 3a Hea. Mu
36opyBale:

- Tu cu Mnag, 3rofieH, Koj MW rapaHTMpa MeHe JeKa Hema efieH
[leH fa Me ocTaBuL!

V1 Ka)XyBaB [1eKa jac cyMm Ce BpaTWJj HajMHOTY 33 Hea U HeMaM LWTo
noseKe Aa AOKaXyBaM.

MojoT npecToj Gewe eaHa rofgMHa M MOpae Aa ce BpaTaM U fa
6uaam Tamy ylTe HapefHUTe ABe-TPU FOAUHY 3a A M3BaAaM aBCTpa-
JINCKO APXXaBjaHCTBO M nacow. Bo cnpotueHO 6u ja u3rybun Busata

We went to the Customs office together and he found an em-
ployee that was supposed to help us by finding a way to pass the
import duty.

-“Stanojko, I don't know what to tell you. You really have
to get a work permit, i.e. to register some sort of a store or
a workshop, and then come back here. Go to the Municipality
where you live and get the documents! Only then will we be
allowed to tariff the freight. We will open it and determine the
tariff rate then.”

The next morning Stanojko put on his uniform and we went to
the Municipality of “Gazi Baba”. He found an acquaintance there
and explained the problem to him. This man sent us to somebody
else; then the person sent us to a third man, and then back again.
We couldn’t find anyone who knew how I should register my busi-
ness. Everybody gathered and discussed the problem together.
They asked what I was going to deal with. I explained it to them
and they finally concluded:

-“The only way you can be registered is as a manufacturer
of domestic handiwork.”

I was allegedly going to work in a room at home. They formed
a Commission, came to my place the next day, had a formal cup of
coffee and pointed out to me:

-“We are only doing this because of Stanojko, as an act of
confidence! It's now important to deal with the import, and
then it's up to you where you will do the work. You can even
ask for a new registration.”

We provided the document the next day and headed straight to
the Customs office. Stanojko never left me alone for one second. I
can never forget what he has done for me. His help was very impor-
tant to me. What if I weren’t able to make it on my own?

I paid for storage every day, and all my money was invested
there. Do you see now? One little gesture with the motorcycle
brought to an outcome like this. My pleasure culminated. This is
something I go back to and retell with pleasure even today. Some-
thing good comes out of every good deed. Everybody should stick
to this rule in life: - Learn how to learn! When you really learn how
to do it, you won't have problems anymore.

When we opened the container, all the molds were dirty from
the plaster that was used to produce statuettes, and no one could
even recognize what was inside. They asked me what that was.
They had never seen anything like that; it resembled trash on the
outside. Stanojko explained everything to them:

-“Leave the kid alone. He's just fooling himself, thinking
that he would make something from those things!”

He was deliberately putting on an act in front of his friend, the
customs official, and the latter just waved his head:

-"0K, Stanojko, I'm doing this for you. I'll let him pay some-
thing minimally and then he can do whatever he wants to.”

The customs official thought that there was something wrong
with me. I guessed that something like this would happen. Before
I loaded the molds, I had them filled with plaster and closed them
so that no one could recognize what they were. I paid a very small
amount of money as a customs tariff for the container. If it hadn’t
been for Stanojko, they would have ripped me off. Not knowing
what I was importing, they would have probably sent a Commis-
sion to see to it, and then it would have been a whole different
situation.

I brought about sixty molds, which weighed on average about
fifteen kilos each. They were made of rubber. Only the rubber cost
a hundred and fifty Deutsche marks a kilo, not to mention the
manufacturing - it was a completely different thing. They had been
made by hand for almost twenty years.

Anyway, everything turned out for the best. We rented a truck
to transport the hard-earned capital. We placed some of the things
in a shed, and the rest of them in the room next to the shed on my
father’s field, which was 17 kilometers away from Skopje. My dad
used to go there every day, even nowadays, because he believes it
is good recreation for him.

Being impatient as I was, I ordered plaster immediately and
in a few days started molding my products. In the meantime, I
was trying to find a place where I would offer them. There was not
a single privately owned store where I could market them. I was
curious to find out whether they would provoke any interest with
people. This was really a newness where I come from.

I remember when my father and my mother saw them. They



WTO MHOTY ckano ja nnatwe. BupoB feka Taa e uenata usrybeHa,
¥, 3Haejkn geka nocnabo ru pasbupa pabotute, ce obuaysas fa W
objacHam, Ho nonycTo, He ofewwe. EgHal, ce cekaBam, Mu ja TpecHa
BpaTarta of, konata. Ce usHeHapaus. He MoxeB T0a HM fia ro 3ammucnam,
“Majku ro NpeABMzA MOETO NPErosieMo XKPTBYBarbe 3a Hea.

Pewwus ga n ru ckpatam makute. Ce HaGnuxyeawe HoBa roguHa.
3aegHo ja yekaBme. Kora gojae ABaHaeceT 4acoT, 1 PeKoB:

- MoBeKe jac 1 T He MoXeMe aa buaeme 3aegHo. Hema HM wTo
ga ce objacHysame. Cu ocTaHaB focnefeH Ha 360poT U MeHe cera Mu
€ NIeCHO. A HaBMCTMHA He CW CUTYPHA LITO caKal. T He MOXeL HUTY
Ja BepyBall, HATY Aa ueHuw! Mana cu, Moxebu HeloBONHO Me caKall
W... elHOCTaBHO CO OBaa pa3fenba Ke CU NOMOrHeMe efleH Ha Apyr.
Tw Ha efiHa CTpaHa, jac Ha apyra.

3Ham fieka i Gelwe MolWwHe Tewko, HO npecekos. NmaB uBpcTH
npuHUMAKM 1 ce apxeB 3a HMB. Kora Ke pewam, peweHo e. Hema
apyro. Hukoj He moxe fa me nokone6a. 3HaeB feKa Taa nofoLHa ke
ja cdatu paborara v 3aToa Ke ce kae. LlaHcuTe Ke 1 6MAAT HUKAKBU.
Toa BCywWHOCT Gelle U MOjoT ycrex.

* ok kk

OTBOpareTo Ha MOjoT GYTUK CO 3By4HO UMe “Polep” bewe enHa
O MOWTe foToral Hajronemu ceHsauuu. Toraw ja BupoB u Pose.
Croewe co cBojata Majka npeg OyTukoT u rnepawe. Cakas pa ce
no3aapasam CO HWB. 1 PEKOB Ha MojaTa ceralHa cornpyra fieka Taa
HapBop e “oHa”. Kora u3neros, majka i BO3AMBHa:

- Po3e He MOXe Lien XMBOT Aa CM MPOCTM WTO packuHa co Tebe.
Hue kako Hej3uHU poauTenu TW nocakysame cé Hajyb6aso. CakaBme
camo jia Te no3gpasume.

Taa Gewe MmanKky nomana Of MeHe W OCTaHa HeMmaxeHa. Benar
JeKa XuBeena Hekage Bo ATuHa, obuayBajku ce fa ogu no moute
CTanKu, HO TOA e MOTPeLHO 1 He e 3a Hea. lMocneneH nat ja BUAOB co
cecTpa W Ha ynuua Bo LieHTapoT Ha rpagoT. Ce Bo3eB CO MOjOT yHU-
KaTeH KabpuWONeT, JONT WecT MeTpu, 0AAcMo6un o4 1959 roauHa WTo
€ npou3BejeH BO cepuja Of TPUCTA npumepouu Bo ceeToT. Cera ru
“Ma nomasky of fecet. M CBUPHAB, MM Kauue, ce BO3EBME, a NOTOA
nuesMe Kade. Po3e BUyLOBMAEHO Me NpaluyBalle:

- YwTe wro of Tebe MoXe Aa ce oYeKyBa.

- He cym HaymMun HULWTO HOBO M HE M€ UHTepPecupa HYU GU3HUC HU
napu. Cera cakam fia ro ocTBapam MOETO XUBOTHO Aeno, u3rpagbara
Ha AOMOT, npocfiefieHa co efHa aBTobuorpacuja wWro fonpea Ke ja
nuwysam. Ma notoa Ke BMAaM WTO NoHaTaMy HajMHory Ke Me ucnon-
HyBa. Ho, no3HaBajku ja cuTyaumjaTta Bo Koja ce HaofaM, HaCTaHUTe,
tunosodujata Ha KMUBOTOT CO KOja Lien KMBOT ce Gopam, Bo6po ke
pasMuciam WTo noroa...

[leceT meceuu no BpakaweTo og ABcTpanuja, MojoT 6u3HuC belwe
MPTOB M HE MOXEB A3 ro NOMpAHaM of MpTBaTa Touyka. Mu Tpebaa
noseKe napu 3a MapKeTUHT U ManKy Aa npoweram Hu3 6uswTa “Jy”.
bes Bo cocTojba Ha pasouapyBarbe. CpeTHas efieH pevko Cawo. lo
HEMaB BMJEHO CO TOfLMHMW, A Ce 3HAaeBMe Of, HALETO TUHejLepcKo
BpeMe Kora u3neryBaBme Bo rpapoT. CefHaBMe Ha efHO kacde Bo
6udeto "Mapus” Bo PaaCKMOT TProBCKM LIEHTAp U NOYHABME Aa CU
KaxyBame cé WTo umame. He GeBme Koj3Hae KoMKy GNMCKM, HO OT-
ceKkorauw 6eB MHOTY OTBOPEH U KOMYHUKATUBEH.

lo0 u3BaguB anbyMmoT CO CAMKUTE OA (UrypuTe WTO M UMaB
HanpaBeHO CO HAjobUueH anmpaTt W My ro MOKaXas, XKanejku my ce
JeKa Hekako cnabo mu oau pabotata. Toj ru Buge v u3BMKa:

- W0, 6e, cnabo? Co oBa Ke Hanpasuw “nom” og 6usHMc. My
Be/eB [ieKa He e Galu Taka. A OH MU BUKa:

- Cnywaj, jac cym areHT 3a komepuujanHa npogax6a Ha 3naTto Bo
cuTe npoaasHULM Ha “PybuH Kapmun”, a umame noseke of aBaecet
B0 MakepoHuja. [laj aa npobame na ke ugmuw! MpogaBHuULMTE Ce Ha
HajypapHuTe nokauuu Bo PenyGnukata. Oau Kaj aupekTopoT JaHu,
(bUH YOBEK €, KaXXU CU ja MaKaTa, N03[paBu ro of, MeHe 1 Ke BUAULY,
Ke TV nomorHe. YTpepeHTa co anbymoT u ypHek of ase durypu
6eB Kaj reHepanHuoT fupekTop Ha "Py6uH Kapmuu”. Mo egeH npu-
jaTeH pa3rosop My peuve:

- Ce BoofyWweByBaM Ha TBOjaTa ambuumja. 0am Kaxu it Ha rocnora

wondered confused:

-“What is this kid thinking? Why has he spent all his earn-
ings to buy some molds? And what if things don’t work out
and he doesn’t make it?”

This is what everybody thought, in fact. I was the only opti-
mist. It was only a matter of time for me.

In those days, there were only a few privately owned galler-
ies, but they had such displaced locations that hardly anyone ever
passed by them, not to mention look for some sort of work of art,
like a painting or similar. What I was manufacturing was common
serial copies of souvenirs with no artistic value whatsoever, meant
for a mass of people (mass production). However, I made offers to
many different places, but they would only accept to take two or
three statuettes with little chance of catching the customer’s eye.
I had a wide range of statuettes to satisfy each taste. I conducted
a survey in Australia and most people said that they usually bought
them as gifts.

I used to do some retail sale, by showing pictures of the statu-
ettes, but it was far from a good business. There was no positive
sign of making good profit. Thus, my imported business was stag-
nating and nothing solid was happening for months...

My relationship with Roze started getting worse. I don't know
why, but I think she was deliberately faking great jealousy, and she
was also afraid that I would leave her. She didn't believe that I was
the right person for her. She would tell me:

- “You're young and handsome. Who's to guarantee that you
won't leave me one day?”

I was telling her that I had mostly come back because of her,
and that I didn’t have anything more to prove.

I could only stay in my country for a year, and then I had to
go back to Australia for another two or three years so that I would
be able to get Australian citizenship and passport. Otherwise, I
would misspend and lose the visa I had paid for very expensively.
I realized that she was all confused and that she didn’t understand
things well. I was trying to explain everything to her, but it was
all in vain.

Once, I remember, she slammed the door of my car. I was very
much surprised. I could have never imagined she would do some-
thing like that, bearing in mind all the sacrifices I had done for
her.

I decided to put an end to her troubles. The New Year's Eve was
coming. We were celebrating it together. When the clock struck
twelve at midnight, I told her:

-“You and I can no longer be together. There’s nothing
more to say. I have kept my promise, and I don't have a guilty
conscience now. You're really not sure about what you want.
You can neither trust a person, nor value what somebody has
done for you! You're too young, perhaps you don’t love me
enough and... by doing this were simply helping each other.
You can go your way, and I'll go mine.”

I know it was very hard for her, but my mind was made up. I
had strong principles and I stuck to them. When I make a decision,
there’s no turning back on it. There could be no other way. I knew
she would realize things later and she would regret everything. She
wouldn't have a chance. That was, in fact, my success.

* % %

The opening of my boutique with a showy name “Roger” was
one of the biggest sensations I had done so far. That's when I
saw Roze. She was standing with her mother in front of the bou-
tique and watching. I wanted to say hi to them. I told my today’s
wife that the girl standing outside was ‘she’. When I went out, her
mother sighed:

-“Roze could never forgive herself for breaking up with
you. We, as her parents, wish you all the best in life. We only
wanted to say hello.”

She was a little younger than me and she is still single. They
say she was living somewhere in Athens, trying to follow my steps,
but that's a wrong vision. That's not for her. I saw her last in the
center of the city, walking with her sister. I was driving my unique
old-time convertible, six meters long, dated from 1959. It had been
produced in a series of three hundred exemplars in the world. Now
there are less than ten cars of this type. I hit the horn and took
them in my car. We drove around for a while and then we sat down



MwukaHa fa v ja npumun pobata Bo [TL. Toj gyKaH npaBu Hajronem
npomMert, na co cpeka, fAaj 6oxe Aa Tv TprHe pabortara, Ke UMa U 3a
Tebe 1 3a Hac.

Bo Toa Bpeme [Tl Gewe npuanyHo HanywTeH u of Gupmute
oA kynyeauute. Cenak, fykaHoT Ha "Py6uH KapMmuH” umawe ognuyHa
foKaumja U NoKpaj HeroBMOT U3NOT BpBeLle rofemMa GpekBeHLMja Ha
nyfe. MNMoaroTeus efHa ronema Konekuuja Ha urypu v ru ofHecoB
Bo pgyKaHot. lleduuata MukaHa He Gewe Tamy, na ru OCTaBMB Ha
npopasaykute. Mim 06jacHuUB Jeka e JOrOBOPEHO CO AUPEKTOPOT W
oBa e camo npoba. HapegH1oT fieH NoMKUHaB, a huUrypuTe ru Hemaiue
BO M3N10TOT.

- Wro e cera, cu nomMucAuB, 1 BNETOB BHAaTpe.

Ce nojasu weduuata MukaHa u Mu objacHu feka AMPEKTOpOT
JaHe ja usBecTun, cé e BO pef, HO He MOXe Aa ja npumu pobara Ge3
BOKyMeHT. Mako uHcucTupas feka durypute ce ocTaBeHU caMmo no-
paav npoba 3a a ce BUAM Kako Ke ce npofasaar, weduuarta bapawe
LOKYMEHT U MW 06jacHu Kako TpebGa aa ro Habaeam. [LoKyMeHTOT i
Gele AOCTaBEH HAPELHWOT JEH M KOHEYHO ja U3MI0XKMBME CTOKaTa.
beB curypeH, ako HUWTO Apyro, 6apem oBAe, Ha 0Baa (peKBEHTHA
ynuua Ke Moxam aa ro gobujam onroBopoT Ha NpallambeTo:

- Mpoara nu BakBO HEWTO OBAE Kaj HAac uaun He?

OTnpoB fa npoleTtam, 3arpuxeH 3a MojaTa BUCTMHCKA LWaHca.
LleTaB HW3 rpagoT U, Npeg a cv ofam Aoma, nomuHae Hu3 L 3a ga
npoBepaMm Aanu uma HelwTo npoganeHo. Cakas fa noyectam 3a npBsa-
Ta npogax6a. MpucturHas Bo AyKaHoT u, rneaam, NOBTOPHO HEMA HU
efiHa of fBaeceTTe Ghurypu wWro ru nanoxmeme. Cu nommciue peka
MOXebu uMa npobnem co AOKYMEHTOT M MHCMEeKuujata MOBTOPHO
ja TprHana pob6ata. BneroB u MukaHa Bo30OyneHo pasroBapalle co
npopasadakute. Me Buae u Benu:

- [lete 6paBo! Tprua! Hocu BeaHaw apyractoka.

Ce 3auyams.

- Ajne, wTo rnepaw Lenara cToka ce npopage.

He moxeB fa BepyBam. Ama Toa 6Gewe Taka. MNonH norogok! En-
HOCTaBHO paboTaTa TprHa. YTpefeHTa 4OHeCOB noBeKe CTOKA 3a fia
MOXaT fia AOTypaat. Taka, Ha CeKou ABa AeHa, CaMo BO efieH AyKaH,
HOCeB CTOKa U ce npojasalue. Toa Tpaele HeNpeKMHATO Lienn YeTupu
TOAMHU.

Mo oBoj ycnex, ce cnyynja apyru pabotu. bupejkn mojarta wecra
TOYKa, NpMKa3HaTa co Po3e, 3aBpLUM OHAKA KAaKO LITO 3aBpLUM, MOPaB
NOBTOPHO fAa ce BpaTaM Bo ABcTpanuja. Bo cnpoTuBHoO Ke ja 3ary6es
MojaTa KpBaBO 3apaboTeHa BW3a, KOjallTo MU [J03BO/YBALlE CaMO
efHoroguiweH npectoj Hageop of KoHTuHeHTOT. Pewwus pa My ro
0CTaBaM GU3HUCOT CO GUrypuUTe HA MOjOT GPaT M Aa 3aMUHAM KaKo
"cnoboprak”...

Bo Toa Bpeme ce ApyxeB CO MOjOoT MHOry 06iu30K npujaten
Kone, co Hapumak Ckemo. Ce 3HaeMe Len XMBOT, HO CeKoral e Ha
MasKy nopasnuyHa pekseHumja og meHe. lpea Aa 3aMmuHam Haszap
BO CTPaHCTBO, efjHa Beyep W3NEeroBMe CO HEKOJKY AeBojuutba. Iu
BO3EB CO MojaTa KoJa, MapKa peHo dyero, KojalTo Toraw bewe xuT,
a BO MCTO BpeMe W Kona Ha roguHata. HajaktyenHo Gewe fuCKOTO
“MeTponon”. Tamy Ha BpaTaTa CTOelle HAWMWOT 3aefHUYKM pyrap, a
cera Beke nokoeH Opue. Mokpaj Hero, Cke/bo HOpPMANHO M UMalle
HajronemuTe npaea.

- "30Ku, BNaraj TM NpB co AeBOjKaTa, jac CyM nocnefeH U HeMoj Aa
Te AynHe faBonoOT fia cu u3Bagun kapra!”

MoyHaBmMe pa BneryBame, AeBOjuMHbaTa Ce€ CMMHAa MO CKanute
Hapony, a jac 3acTaHas. [peTyyBCTBYBAB [eKa MOXe HelWTO fAa ce
cnyun. Ckemo ce obupe NocnefeH Aa ce CUMHe, HO MUIMLAELOT My
Ce UCNpeyn Ha BpaTaTa:

- [euko, kapTu!

- Ha koro, 6e, kaptn?

- Ha Tebe u Ha ocTaHaTuTe.

- A 3owT0? la HMe He nnakame, HMe cme of KyKaTa! - My peye
Cke/mo U ce obupe aa enese. EgeH op “nsbauysauute” gogage:

- Toj moxe 6e3 KapTa, HO He U cuTe apyru!

Ce KauuB No cKanuTe 3a Aa U3BajaM KapTu 1 Aa ja cMUpaM CUTY-

for a cup of coffee. Roze was astonished:

-“What more could a person expect from you?”

-“ T haven't decided yet”, I replied. “I'm neither interested
in business nor in money. The only thing I want to do now
is realize my lifetime piece of work, the construction of my
home, followed by an autobiography that I intend to write.
Then T'll see what fulfils me most. However, bearing in mind
the situation I'm in, the events that have happened to me and
the philosophy of life that I've been struggling with my entire
life, I think I'll give it a lot of thought about what I'm going
to do next...”

* % %

Ten months after my return from Australia, my business was
dead and there was nothing I could do to revive it. I needed more
money for marketing purposes, and I also needed to travel a little
round ex “Yu”. I was in a state of great disappointment.

I met this guy named Sasho, whom I hadn't seen in years. We
knew each other from the time when we used to go out on the town
as teenagers. We sat down for a cup of coffee in the restaurant
“Paris” in the City Mall, and we started telling each other every-
thing about our lives. We weren’t very close, but I had always been
very open and communicative.

I opened the album with the pictures of the statuettes I had
taken with a simple camera and I showed them to him, moaning
about how badly my work was going. He saw them and exclaimed:

-“What do you mean ‘badly”? You're going to make a sell-
out with these.”

I told him that things were not going in that direction, but
he said:

-" Listen, I'm an agent for commercial sales of gold in all
stores of “Rubin Karmin”, and we have more than twenty stores
all over Macedonia. Let's give it a try and then you'll see! The
stores are in the most frequent locations in the country. Go see
the general manager, Iani. He's a good man. Tell him about your
problem, give him my regards and he'll help you. You'll see.”

The next day, I took my album and a sample of two statuettes
and I went to see the general manager of “Rubin Karmin”. After a
pleasant conversation, he said:

-“I am amazed by your ambition. Go tell Mrs. Mikana to
take your merchandise in the City Mall. That store makes most
profit so, with a little luck and God’s will, there will be enough
both for you and for us.”

The City Mall was pretty much deserted, both by the compa-
nies and by the customers at that time. However, the store “Rubin
Karmin” had a very good location and there was always a great
frequency of people in front of its window. I prepared a big collec-
tion of statuettes and took them to the store. The chief saleslady
Mikana wasn't there, so I left the merchandise with the other sales-
women. I explained to them that it had been agreed previously
with the general manager and that this was only for a trial period.

I passed by the store the next day, but the statuettes were not
there. Now what, I thought, and got inside. The chief saleslady ap-
peared and told me that the manager Iani had informed her about
everything and that it was all right, but she couldn't receive the
merchandise without a proper document. Although I insisted on
leaving the statuettes there because they were only there on a tri-
al, to see how they would sell, the chief demanded a document and
she also explained to me how I could get one. The document was
delivered to her the next day and we finally put the merchandise on
display. I was positive that in this frequent location, if not for any-
thing else, I would at least get an answer to the question whether
something like this would catch the customer’s eye or not.

I went for a walk, concerned about the chances I had. I was
walking around and just before I left home, I decided to pass
through the City Mall to see if anything had been sold. I wanted
to celebrate for the first sold thing. I arrived at the store and saw
that there was not one of my twenty statuettes that we had placed
on display earlier. I thought that there may have been a problem
with the document again and that the inspection had removed the
merchandise. As I was getting in, Mikana was talking to the sales-
women excitedly. She saw me and said:

-“Well done, child! The business has taken off! Bring some
more of the goods immediately!

I was surprised.



auuja. Nako umas napu, Ckesbo Me npepynpean Aa He ce mMewam
pa monyam. MNMopa3sacTaHas HacTpaHa u rnefas. Ckesbo ce onHa Hakaj
MUNULLAELOT:

- Tu 6e, wto ce npasuw ¢paep? OTM MMaw Kana u 3Hauka? Ajae,
CUMHU ja KanaTa ga Te BuAam Konky Bpepuw! WHuuaeHToT Gewe
HeusbexeH, AoTonKy noseke wWTo CKe/bO HUKOTAW He [O03BOJyBALIE
Ja ce Mewam BO TaKBM cuTyauuu. A Herosata cunoszoduja bewe
AeKa Hajoo6po e fa ce pacuucTu fo Kpaj paborata. M cekoraw bewe
y6efieH Bo Toa. MunnuaeLoT ja cMMHa KanaTa, ro 0CTaBu MULITONOT U
My peye:

- Ajme wtom cu max!

Bneroa Bo WC-To u TenaukaTta 3ano4yHa. Bo mefyBpeme jaBueme
B0 Munuuwnjata kaj epeH apyrap Ha Ckesbo. Toj Gewe Ha BUCOKA
¢yHKUMja. 3a Aa He [oje A0 HEWTOo NoJoLWo, TOj 3a NET MUHYTU Aojae
Ha camoTo MecTo. o KpaTkata Tenayka, Ckesbo M MuaMuaeLoT Gea
pa3aBoeHu of fpyroTo 06e36enyBarbe. MpenOT 3apaboTh CUHUIO Ha
OKOTO, @ MUIMLAEeLOT belle pacKpBaBeH Ha ycTata U Ha HocoT. Mo
pa3roBOPOT CO MHCMEKTOPOT NpujaTen, TMe WTO ce Tenaa cv Nojagoa
paka. CegHaBMe Ha efHa Maca, a KeNHEepoT AOHece MOJHO Wule
BoTka “CMMpHOB” M ro ocTaBM Ha Maca. Cke/bo 3amoyHa co cBojaTa
tdunosoduja:

- Wro e, 6e 3oue? Wro ce uyanw? Cu mucauw, nene, Ckewo e
Gynana, ce Tena. Mepaal, OKOBO CUHO, @ 06pa30T MOAAP U CU MUCAULY
60nu a? bonu! Ma wro ako 60nu? Konky Ke 60n1u? 3Haew Konky? [lga
geHa! WTo mucnuw, co Koaky nyfe Ke Bnesam CNefHUOT naT, cakall
Aa supuw? BoTkaTa ja rnepaw, og camonocnyra e! Cu ja kynuB 1 Ha
WaHK MK ja yyBaaT. Ho npeTxofHo Genexam Jo Kaje e WULWETo Ucnu-
eHo. [la He cym cnyyajHo Gynana fa ja nnakam cegym natu nockano
oA Tyka! AKo He npasam Taka, Tpeba fia cegam Aoma, o4 Kage napu?

Toj Mu ob6jacHyBalle, MaKo ro 3HaeB Toa ¥ 6e3 Aa MU ro Kaxe.
YyaHa dpunosoctujal? Co manky xpabpocT noCTUrHyBall rosem edekT.
Ounosodujata My Gelle CTO HACTO NOPA3/IMYHA Of MOjaTa, HO OHA LWITO
Hé fobnunkyBalle, Helwe OTCYCTBOTO Ha JbyOOMOpa U ApyrapcTeoTo.

...Ce 6anxewe feHOT HAa MOeTO BpaKatbe. MOBTOPHO cUTE MU Ce
yynea, 3owTo na cera ce Bpakam? Co kamepata, Ha 3adpkaHuuja,
3ano3HaBajku pasHu nyfe, CHUMUB OKONY feBefeceT cBafou.

Bu3HMCOT MMale HeBUAEH No4yeToK. He MoxeB fa mocTuUrHam
cam HUTY fia obesbefam cToka 3a efieH fiykaH, a MoxeB fia 6apam
nasap Hu3 uena “Jy”. Ho, npep MeHe MMalle HOBA TOYKa BO MIAHOT
- He cmeam ja ja 3aryb6am Bu3ata! Cnopep TorawHWoT 3aKoH, MOpaB
[a XuBeaMm ywTe fABe TOAMHW Tamy 3a Aa AoGujaM aBCTPanucKo
ApxasjaHcteo. MoTcBecHo U LBPCTO ce GOpeB 3a Hekoja Moja He-
3aBUCHOCT. MHOry ce NpoTUBEB Ha CUCTEMOT Ha Jyrocnaeuja, cakas
CaMOCTOjHO [ia Kpeupam, 3a U3B03 UMAB MAeH, CUIA U eHepruja, WTo
MoXea Aa ekcnnogupaat. OpraHu3npas rosema xypka v 3aM1Has.

0BOj naT MMaB cocema Apyra uaeja og npeTxoaHuot. MnaHnpas,
WITOM rO 3eMaM NacowoT, Be4Hall Aa ce BpaTaM Hasaf, na nortoa Ke
npaBaM HoBU nnaHoBu. CornepyBajku rv paboTuTe LOMA M BO CTPAHC-
TBO U unoszodujata co Koja ce 6opes 3a Aa ce NpoHajaam cebecy,
MHOTY IeCHO F0 OCO3HAB M MOjOT HOB HaUYWH Ha pa3mucnyBare. [10j-
[OB [0 3aKNY4YOK [ieKa TaMy, BO CTPAHCTBO, BOONWTO He 6eB CpeKeH,
HewWTO WTO He MOXEB HW opjaneky Aa ro npetnoctasam. He geka
ApKaBaTa WM CUCTEMOT He YMHea. Ml noKkpaj Toa WTO HEKOU CU MUC-
flea eKa 0BOj cucTeM e NoAo6ap of TOraWHUOT Haw Bo Jyrocnasuja,
CTpalHO ce naxea. Moxewe MHOry fia ce Hayuyu, fa ce 3apaborat
norofeMu napu, Ho co MHory pa6oTa. A umalle ¥ MHOTY ipyro WTo He
Gelwe Kako WwTo Tpeba.

OBoj naTt TprHas cocema MoOMHaKy: CO MajKy napu Bo Lebor, co
YyBCTBO A€Ka CBETOT BO KOj 3aMWUHYBaM rope-fiofy mu Gelle no3Har,
NPUANYHO FO 3HAaeB aHTIUCKMUOT ja3uK, 6e3 xenba ga ocTaHam Tamy,
6e3 sby6oB WTO OU Me orpaHuyyBana...

MojoT HoB nnaH Gewe aa nojaam Bo “Toorak”, Haj6oraTata Hac-
enba Bo MenbypH, 6e3 MHOry fa mucnam ganu Ke ycneam unu He.
Nnu 61 ce obuaen na 3amuHam Bo “bush”. Toa 3Haum wyma, OAHOCHO
Taka BMKaa HajronemuTe Hawu ractapbajTepu, KOUWTO NpeKy areH-
LMja 3aMMHYBaa efjHa [0 ABE FOAWUHU BO HEKOW MpEefeny, kaje WTo

-“Come on, why are you looking like that? The whole mer-
chandise was sold.”

I could not believe my ears, but it was true. I had hit the jack-
pot! The business had really taken off. The next morning I brought
more statuettes so that they could have enough supplies. Thus,
each second day, I would bring new merchandise only in one store
and it sold well. This lasted continuously for four years.

After this success, other things happened. Since item number
six from my to-do list regarding Roze ended as it did, I had to go
back to Australia again. Otherwise, I would have misspent my visa,
which allowed only a one-year stay out of the Continent. I decided
to leave the business with the statuettes to my brother and leave
as a ‘free’ man...

During that period, I used to hang out with my very close friend
Kole, with the nickname Skeljo. We had known each other all our
lives, but he had always been ‘on a different wavelength’ from me.
Before going back abroad, we went out one night with several
girls. I drove them in my car, a Renault Fuego, which was a hit
at that time and, at the same time, the car of the year. The disco
“Metropol” was the most ‘in” place then. Our mutual friend, the now
deceased Orce, was at the door of the disco. With Orce there, Skeljo
enjoyed all the privileges.

-“Zoki, you go in first with the girl, and I'll enter last.
Don’t even think about buying an entrance ticket!”

We started entering the disco one by one. The girls went down
the stairs, but I stopped for a moment sensing that something
could go wrong. Skeljo tried to get downstairs last, but a police
officer at the door prevented him from doing so:

-“Tickets, please!”

-“Who do you think you're asking a ticket from?”

-“From you and the others.”

-“And exactly why are you doing this? We don't pay for
tickets, we are from the house!” said Skeljo, trying to get in.

One of the bouncers added:

-“He can get in without a ticket, but not all of them!”

I went upstairs to buy the tickets in order to quiet down the
situation. Although I had money, Skeljo warned me not to inter-
fere and to keep quiet. I stayed aside and watched. Skeljo headed
directly toward the policeman:

-“ Don't you play dashing with me! You think you have a
police hat and a badge on and you're better than the rest of
us? Why don't you take the hat off and let's see how much
you're really worth!”

The incident was inevitable, even more so since Skeljo never
allowed me to interfere in a situation like that. His philosophy was
that it's always best to clear things up right to the end in situa-
tions like this and he stuck to it.

The policeman took off his hat, disposed of the gun and said:

-" 0K, let’s go if you're man enough.”

They entered the toilet and the fight started. In the meantime,
we called a friend of Skeljo’s that worked with the Police. He had
a high position. In order to avoid further escalation of the situ-
ation, he arrived in five minutes. Skeljo and the policeman had
been fighting shortly, when the security separated them. The first
one ‘earned” a bruise on his eye, and the latter ended up with a
bloody mouth and a bloody nose. After having a short talk with the
friend inspector, the fighting parties shook hands. We sat down at
a table; the waiter brought a bottle of vodka “Smirnoff” and left it
on the table. Skeljo started explaining his philosophy to me:

-“What is it, Zoki? Why are you so surprised? You must be
thinking that Skeljo is a fool for fighting like that. You see
this blue eye and the blue cheek, and you think it must hurt,
huh? Well, it hurts! So what? Do you know how long it'll hurt?
Two days! And what do you think, how many people I'm going
to get in with next time? Do you want to find out? See this
bottle of vodka? It's from a self-service store! I bought it for
myself and they keep it for me at the bar. I always mark the
level of the liquid in the bottle to know how much has been
drunk. I'm no fool to pay for the same thing seven times more
expensively here! If I dont do this, I'll have to stay at home
and never go out. Where would I get so much money to pay
for drinks every night?

He was explaining this to me, even though I knew it myself,
without being told about it. A strange philosophy. With a little
sacrifice, you gain a lot. His philosophy was a hundred percent



nune He nee, BO TOTa/HA U30/1aLMja Of XKMBOTOT, HO 33 CMETKA Ha Toa
ce 3apaboTyBaa fianeky noronemu napu. Bo Tme MomeHTH 3a MeHe
6ea HajOMTHM NapuTe, 3aLTO He NOCTOELEe APYro WTO Ke Me npaselue
cpekeH. 3a penaTMBHO KpaTKO BpPEMe, MU CTaHa jaCHO LITO 3HAuu Aa
Ouaew HafBop OA CBOjOT AOM.

Bo Ckonje 3ano3HaB efeH feyko of ABCTpanuja, a no Hekoja
Cly4ajHOCT xuBeewwe Gaw Tamy Kaje WTO cakas fa ce obupam Aa
uBeaM. 3aT0a, Ha CaMWOT MOYETOK, 0TUAOB Kaj Hero. MHory 6p30
chaTuB feKa He Cv ofroBapamMe efieH Ha Apyr BO HUKO]j ciyyaj. 3aToa,
OHa WTO MUCNEB fia FO NPaBaM, HEMAB HaMepa HeMY fia My o KaXkyBaM.
Toj Bo3elwe Takcu of cabajne [o Beyep, PeYNCU BOOMLITO HE CE HU
rnenasme. MoOeTo NpeTxo4HO UCKYCTBO MHOTY MU NOMOTHA U 0BOj naTt
6p30 HajpoB paboTa 3a @ MoXaM Aa ersuctupam. MNoHaTamowHUoT
ycnex ce JoMKele Ha MOETo NPOCTO NPaBUIO: TajHaTa € TajHa camo
aKo HUKOj He ja 3Hae. CNpoTUBHO Ha TOQ, C& WTO M€ UHTepecupalle
unu mu Tpebale, cam ro 6apas, ce pacnpallyBas, cM 6eB MapKeTUHT
Ha camuoT cebecu. Moxebu He CekojnaT, HO MOHeKOraw Moxe fia
TV NoMorHe 6all OHOj, 04 KOO HajManKy o4YeKyBall, HEKOj HEMo3HaT
0C0obEHO Kora cu BO 3eMja Kajie WTO Peyncyu HUKoj He nosHaeaw. Ha
CEKOro WTOo Ke Me npallalle HajUCKpeHO My ro KayBaB TOYHO OHA
wTo ro mucnes. My AaBaB COBETH, MAKO Kaj cekoro He nanea. Huko-
jnaTt HUKoOj He M3naxas. 3a MeHe Gelle HajnowWo Kora Hekoj 6apawe
Of, MeHe HajelHOCTaBHa, HedMHaHCHUCKa NOMOLY, WTO He Bpefelle amMa
6al HUWTO, Aa ro 3n10ynotpebysam. Toa He CyM ro HaNpPaBuU Aypu HK
KOH OHWe Kou He Gune 6NaroHaKkNOHeTU KOH MeHe.

Bupejku GeB cnobogeH, efeH AeH, 3aefHO CO HOBMOT LUMep
0TMaoB Ha 6GaseH. Tamy 3ano3HaB efeH CpbuH no ume [parax. Mo
KapaKTep, ciMdeH Ha meHe 1 6oneH 3a “Jy”. LiumepoT M1 gage Hekoj
recT 4a He ce OTBOpPaM Npej HOBMOT NO3HAjHUK. Ho MouTe nnaHosw
wTo My 6Gea TajHa, My rv Kaxas. My o6jacHuB fieka paboTaM Konky
3a Ja ersucTMpam M ako He ce cHajaam nopo6po, MMaM Hamepa Aa
OfiaM BO LUyMa, 3aLUTO OBAe CYM AOjAEH KOJIKY Aa MU NOMUHE BPEMETO
HOA€eKa [ia M3BaJaM aBCTPANMCKM Nacolw W BedHal Aa ce BpaTaMm BO
"Jy”. Mu page TenedoH ga My ce jaBaMm KaxyBajKu MU feka Ke mMu
NOMOTHe MHOTY.

YTpepeHTa 6eB Kaj Hero, fO6PO ce 3ano3HaBMe W My Kaxas Ce 3a
MojoT 6U3HUC U MoeTo MUHaTo. WckpeHo og cpue, [iparaH me ynatu
B0 go6pa HAcoKa, WTO BO TWe YCNOBM BO KOM Ce Haofas, HeMmalle
HUWTO nofobpo 3a MeHe. usees Bo Gorata Hacen6a Bo Koja MHoOry
peknamu ce pactypaa no caHgauumarta. BeywHoct, Toa bewe Hero-
BaTa paboTaTa W 3aHuMarbe. MICTOTO MU rO MOHYAW W MEeHe, HO He Aa
6upaMm pactypyBau, TYKy YOBEK KOjLITO Ke opraHusupa apyrv aa ro
paboTart 103, a jac a r'M KOHTPONMPAM U, HOPMAJTHO, aKO UMaM BpPeMe,
“ camuor fa bunam eaeH o HuB. MopaHo paboTeB HoKe U fietbe U iBE
roauHu ¢pnus Bo Kopna. Cera umaes nouHakea Hamepa. Co GusHucoT
Bo "Jy” noseke 3apaboTyBas 1 raynaso Gelwe NoBTOPHO Aa ce yousam
o4 pabota 6e3 notpeba.

OTupoB BO KOMMaHMjaTa WTO Ce Haofawe BO MojaTa Hacenb6a.
Taa umawe notpe6a on pactypatbe peknamu. Mo pas3roBopoT fojnoa
Kaj MeHe, ja BUJoa rapaxara 3a npumarbe Ha peknamute u Gupejku
M UCNONHYBaB yCNoBUTe ja Bo6uB paborata. CTUrHa v npearta Typa
33 pactypare. MpeTxo4Ho ce 3ano3HaB CO TepuUTopujaTa U ynuuuTe
wro Tpebawe Aa rv cHabgyBam Co MaTepujanoT, ro npoueHus o6emort
Ha paboTaTa 1 npeky ornac Bpabotus Tpojua xoHopapuu. MoyHasme
M 3abenexuB: BO NPOCEK HA CEKOM YeTUPU CaHAaAuUHba, Ha Tpu
nuwyeauwe “no junk mail”, ogHOCHO He cakame peknama. o npujasus
TOa Kaj npetnoctaBeHnoT. Toj NaAHOKPBHO MU 0BjacHU feka Toa He
€ TONIKY BaXHO U JieKa jac Ke foOMBaM NofHa KONMYMHA PEKNamMm U
ceTo TOa Ke MU ce nnatu...

BTopuoT fieH o pacTypareto Ha peknamuTe 3abenexas TypKaH-
uua npej eaeH 06jeKT, O[HOCHO UCTMOT OHOj 3a Koro EBpenHoT mMu
Benele fia ro kynam. W ese ja cera pa3spckara. Mojot 360p v jby6oB
KoH Po3e Gea npecyaHu 3a fia He ro Kynam 06jeKToT WTo ce NpoAase
neT naTu nockano, 3awTo belwe peHoBupaH. Mapute HaBucTUHA Oea
rofieMu U He ce 3apaboTyBaa TO/KY 6P30, KaKo LWTO Me NOCOBETYBA
EBpenHoT. Hu cera, HM Toraw He ce nokajae LWITO NOCTAanNWB CMOPeS

different from mine, but what kept us together was the absence of
jealousy and the friendship.

... The day of my return was coming closer. Everybody was curi-
ous again why I was coming back this time.

Having met a lot of people, and out of pure fun, I had filmed
about ninety weddings with the video camera.

The business had a perfect start. So good, that I couldn’t keep
up with supplying goods for only one store. On the other hand, I
could search for a market throughout the whole “Yu”. However,
there was another item in my to-do list - I could not afford to lose
the visa!

According to the law of that time, I had to live there for two
more years to get an Australian citizenship. Subconsciously and
firmly, I was fighting for some personal independence. I was
strongly opposed to the Yugoslav system. I wanted to create by
myself; had some ideas for export, and so much strength and en-
ergy to go along with it, that they could explode. I organized a big
party and I left.

This time I had a completely different idea from the preliminary
one. My plan was, as soon as I got the passport, to go back at once
and then make some new plans. Foreseeing the things at home and
abroad, and the philosophy that I was struggling with in order to
rediscover myself, I easily comprehended my new way of thinking.
I came to a conclusion that while I was abroad I was not happy at
all. This was something I could hardly predict. And it was not that
the state or the system were bad. Some even thought that this
system was better than the former one in Yugoslavia, but they were
terribly wrong. One could learn a lot and make big money, but all
that could be accomplished only by a lot of hard work. There was
also a lot more that was not as it should have been.

This time I started my trip differently. With little money in my
pocket, with a feeling that the world I was going to was familiar to
me more or less, with my English vocabulary well upgraded, with no
desire to stay there and with no love to constrain me....

My new plan was to go to “Toorak”, the richest area in Mel-
bourne, without giving it a lot of thought whether I would succeed
or not. Or maybe I could try to go to the “bush”. That means forest,
but our people working there used to call the place the “Bush”. It
was a deserted area, totally isolated from life, where they used
to go through an agency for a period of a year or two, but they
would manage to earn a lot more money on that account. In those
moments, money was the most important thing for me because
there wasn't anything else for me that could make me happy. In a
relatively short period of time, it became clear to me what it meant
to be far from home.

I met a guy from Australia in Skopje and, by some coincidence,
he lived just where I planned to give it a try. Therefore, I went to
his place for a start. I realized very quickly that we were not suit-
able for each other in any way. Because of that, I didn't have any
intention of sharing my plans with him. He was a taxi driver that
worked from dusk to dawn, so we almost never saw each other.

My previous experience was very useful to me, and this time I
found a job a lot easier so that I was able to exist. The success that
followed came only due to my simple rule: the secret is a secret
only if nobody knows about it.

Contrary to that, everything that I was interested in or in need
of, I was looking for by myself. I did all the inquiring and my own
marketing alone. Maybe not always, but sometimes someone that
you least expect help from, a complete stranger, would help you a
lot, especially in a country where you don‘t know anyone. If anyone
asked me anything, I would give him or her my sincere opinion. I
would give people advice, but not many would accept them. I never
lied to anyone. The worst thing for me was to abuse someone who
would ask for a simple, non-financial help that was worth nothing.
I could never do something like that, even to those who were not
very kind to me.

Since I was ‘freelancer’, I went to a swimming pool one day
along with my new roommate. There I met a Serbian guy called
Dragan. He had a character very similar to mine and he was very
nostalgic for “Yu”. My roommate gave me a signal not to open
myself too much in front of the new acquaintance. However, I still
told him all my secret plans. I explained to him that I had been
working only to survive and that if I couldn't make it as planned,
I'd go to the bush. I also told him that I was only there until the
time had come to get my Australian passport and then I'd go back



moute npuHuunu. CoBecta He Me 3arpu3e [0 feHeweH fAeH. bes
noBeKe CpekeH OTKOJIKY HECPEKEH LUTO 0Ba Ce C/Iy4Yy Npej MOUTE 0Yu.
BcywHocT, Toa Gelwe oHa WTO CMOT XMUBOT MU npeyelle - “CKPUEHNOT
faBon” wWto e okony Hac. Tonky e cuneH wWTo ru nobeayea, 3a xan,
CWTe aHreNu WTO My Ce CNPOTMBCTaBYBaaT. 3aToa ce Npagar jowuTe
paboTy WTO ce CNy4yBaaT BO CBETOT.

Hajnpoct npumep. EgHa 3rpaja wro ja npasene unjagHuum nyre,
MOXe A3 ja 3ananu camo efieH 3106HUK YHULWYTBAJKN T XKUBOTUTE Ha
MHOTYMUHaA. MaTepujanHaTa wreTa e fpyra NpMKasHa Koja co HAWTO
He MOXe [a Ce HafloMecTu. 3aMucneTe CU WTO e efHa BojHa? 3owTo
Mopa Aa ja MMa U Koj ja npean3Bukysa? CUrypHO T0a He e HapofoT, He
ce 06uyHuTe Macu! A koj e Toraw? Toa ce rofemuTe 6ECKpYNoNo3HUTE
W HeNpUHLUMNWENHN Nyfe, KOUWTO OCBEH NapuTe U Kapuepata He ru
MHTEpCHPa HUWTO Apyro. JlyfeTo 0KoNY HUB Ce HULITOXHU U HEBPEeA-
HU. Bneron faBonot Bo HUB WTO ce BUKA UHTepec u napu. Kaj EBpe-
MHOT, MOjOT NO3HAjHUK, TOA ro MaHUbECTUPaN BO HEXEHEHETO.

[lo3BonyBaB fia Me U3UTPyBaaT, HO HUKOTAW He Ce TPyAeB Aa UM
ce ogmasgaMm. TakBU Ce MPUHLMNUTE BO XWUBOTOT. HeMa HempuHLMM-
nenHu, a cpekHun nyfe. Hemopanot Hocu HecpeKa, a NOToa cuTe T ce
BWHOBHM, CUTE Te Mpa3aT 1 npe3upaar, He cdaKajku feka cammoT cum
KpuB 3a cé. Hukoj 6e3 npuunHa He Te ofberHysa. Kora ke noyHete ga
v rybuTe nyreTo WTO rM LeHuTe, 3anpaluajTe ce 3owTo. Mpasute nyfe
HeMa Aa B ro CBpTAT rpboT TYKY Taka, OAeAHAL.

...[poJoMKMB fla v fienam peknamute M fa pasMUCIyBaMm WTO
noHatamy. Ml Tve wro ocTaHyeaa BUWOK, MU Gea ucnnatysaHu. [loj-
LOB [0 3aKJy4YyoK [eKa MoXaM fa rv npoAafaMm nopagu BUCOKUOT
KBaNWUTET Ha XapTujaTa u ga gobujam nayc npuxog. YcnewHo aenes
peknamu Hu3 Lenata Hacenba co KOHTPONUTE LTO Ce NpaBeja OA Moja
CTpaHa v o CTpaHa Ha nyfeTo BO KOMNaHwujaTa.

Mo6apas aa ja aenam v Bo fpyraTa Hacen6a. Mopaayu ycnewHocta
U KBANUTETOT Ha paboTaTa MW ja goBepuja u Hea. Bneros fo6po Bo
npo6nemaTuKaTa u yxuBae Bo HOKHOTO WeTare. MHory 6p3o cdatus
AeKa pabortarta Bo HoBaTa Hacenba MoXaMm Aa ja BoJaM cam.

Mpumarbata 6ea Kako 3a ABe-Tpu paboTHW MecTa, Na Hepfo3Bo-
nnBo Gelwe cé aa 6upe Ha Moja cMeTKa. 3aToa NOYHaB fia MM KOpUCTaM
6aHKOBHUTE CMeTKM Ha Hekou mou Apyrapu. CpepcTeata mMu cTuraa
Ha noBeKe KapTU4kW, a NoToa ru Bajes. HajBaxHoTO 33 meHe Gewe
Jeka paboTaTa ce u3Bplysalwe. Kora noHekoraw Taa 6ewe noobem-
Ha, W aHraxwupas MHpujaHuuTe of Mojata Hacen6a. 3a Toa Bpeme
nofobpo 1 He Moxelle aa buge.

N Taka, 3a HenonHW fBa Mecela, MOjOT BTOP LIOKEP - OfieHEeTO
BO lWyMa, OAHOCHO nycTenuja Gewe 3abopaseH. Hukomy He my
KaxyBae 3a peknamute. Ce yyfnea Kako KuBeam BO TOAKy Gorata u
ckana Hacenba. A wroTyky 6eB fojaeH Bo Aectpanuja. OBfe uBeeja
nyfe Co [eCeTULM TOfMHM, HO HE MOXea HU a CU ja 3aMUCnaT MojaTta
3apaboTyBayka WTO ja 3emMaB Tyka. MHory 6p30 ja noctasue pabo-
TaTa Ha CBOE MecTo W ce 06MA0B ManKy fa Noxuseam HopmanHo. Ho
nonycTo, 0Boj cucTeM (YHKLMOHMPaLLE COCEM MOMHAKY, cuTe pabo-
Tea no Len feH. MeHe Mu ce cnyyyBalle efHal Aa UMaM NPeMHOTY
paboTa, a Apyrnart Aa cegam no uen e 6e3 pabora.

Co xoHOpapuTe MOXeB Aa CW [03BONAM U NpUBATEH XMBOT. 3a
pas3/iMka of [oMa, Kaje WTO MMaB NPeMHOry Apyrapu, OBLEe HEMaAB, a
M OHMe WTO v UMaB paboTea No LeN AeH U Hemaa cNobOAHO BpeMme.
3a na nopasroBapam CO HEKOro, IeTHO BpeMe ofeB Ha nnaxa. Tamy
MOXelLlUe fia 3aN03HaaM HekKoja feBojKa 3a 3abasa. 0ges u Ha Apyruot
Kpaj Ha rpagoT, Kaje WTo xuBeeja noronem 6poj MakegoHum. Tamy
umas apyrapu of Ckonje. Mefy HMB ce 4yBCTBYBaB HajcpekeH. Pasro-
BapaBMe MHOTY, Ce WeryBaBMe W WTO NN He.

YwvBeeB cawm, 6eB HexeHeT 1 Mnag. EgHa Beyep oTU0B BO AUCKO
OHakKa Kako WwTo me aan Mocnop. 3acTaHas Taka Ha WaHKOT, a A0 MeHe
ce po6nuxu efHa MHory y6asa v Mnagja fesojka. Me npawa:

- WT0 Ke ce HanueTe?

Me 063ege /by6onuUTHOCT:

- Cmeam nn ga npalwam Koj e noBogot?

- OBa e MojaTa nocnegHa Beyep.

Manky ce 3a4yfuB ¥ CM NOMUCIMB: i HE MMA 0BAa HEKOM JIOLWM

to “Yu” immediately. He gave me his phone number and told me to
call him, promising to help.

The next day I went to his place, and we got acquainted with
each other much better. Then I told him everything about my busi-
ness and my past. Dragan tried to give me the right direction,
sincerely and from the heart. Regarding the condition that I was
in, there wasn’t anything better for me.

I was living in a rich neighborhood where a lot of advertise-
ment fliers were distributed to the mailboxes. In fact, that was his
job and his occupation. He offered the same job to me, with the
only difference that I was not to be the deliverer, but I was sup-
posed to organize others to do that and to control them. Of course,
if I had the time, I could be one of them myself had I wanted to.
Before that I was working day and night and wasted two years of
my life. Now I had a different plan. With my business in “Yu” I was
making more money and it was stupid and needless to kill myself
with so much work again.

I went to the company that was in my neighborhood. They had
an open job offer for distribution. After the interview, they came
to my place. They saw the garage for receiving the advertisements
and since I met their standards, I got the job.

Then came the first shipment of ads to distribute. I got familiar
with the territory and the streets that I was supposed to supply
with the ads previously. I estimated the scope of the work and
hired three freelancers from the job ads. We began working and
then I noticed that every three mailboxes out of four had a “no
junk mail” sign on them.

I reported that to my superior. He calmly explained to me that
it was not that important, that I would still receive the full quan-
tity of ads and also that I would get paid in full...

On the second day of the distribution, I noticed a crowd of
people in front of one building. That was the same building that
the Jew guy told me to buy. And here is the outcome. My word of
honor and love to Roze were crucial not to buy the building that
was sold five times more expensively because it was renovated.
I'm talking about really big money, but they couldn’t be earned as
quickly and easily as the Jew advised me. Neither than nor now am
I sorry for acting upon my own principles. My conscience is clear. I
was even happier that this whole thing happened before my eyes.
In fact, that was the thing that had been bothering me all my life,
“the hidden devil” around us. ‘He" is very strong and unfortunately
manages to defeat all the angels that oppose ‘him’. That's why bad
things happen in the world.

One simple example: One building that has been built by thou-
sands of people can be burnt down by only one man, thus destroy-
ing the lives of many. The material damage is a whole different
story that can’t be replaced by anything. Or wars. Just imagine
what a war can make. Why must there be wars and who starts them?
That's surely not done by ordinary people. Who is it then? It is the
unscrupulous people with no principles who are not interested in
anything else apart from money and their careers. People around
them are unworthy and they are nothing. The devil, called interest
and money, has got inside them. My acquaintance, the Jew, mani-
fested that by not getting married.

I used to let them doublecross me but I was never looking for
revenge. Those are the principles in life. There are no happy people
without principles. Immorality brings unhappiness, but then you
blame it on other people. You think everybody hates you and de-
spises you, not realizing that you're the one to blame for every-
thing. Nobody avoids you without a reason. When you start losing
the people you respect, ask yourself why this is happening. The
right people will newer turn their backs on you, out of the blue
and for no reason.

* Kk Kk

... I continued distributing the ads and thinking about what
I was going to do next. Since they paid me for the remainder of
the advertisements, I came to a conclusion that I could sell them,
because of the high quality paper, and thus get more income. I did
my distributing job very successfully, controlled at the same time
both by myself and the responsible people from the company.

I asked to distribute fliers in the other neighborhood. Because
of my previous success and the quality I used to perform my du-
ties with, I was entrusted with this job, too. I was already feeling
very confident with what I was doing and I also enjoyed the night



Hamepw co cebecu?

- A Kako Toa MUCAUW nocneaHa Beyep?

- MNa Taka. YTpe M0joT BEpeHUK fjoafa No MeHe U 3aMMHyYBaMe fia
)KMBEEME Ha efleH OCTPOB LITO TOj rO Kynu.

- NpemHory cu mnapa, a Beke ce MaxuLL.

- He, camo Taka usrnegam! Jac BoonwTo He cym mnaga.

[JleBojkaTa WTO M3rnepale He noctapa Of OCYMHAECET FOAUHMU,
BCYLWHOCT MMana TpueceT 1 iBe roanHu. He moxeB fia Bepysam.

- HeBepojatHo!

- [la, HMe cmMe BO efiHa CeKTa BO Koja JiyfeTo BEYHO MMaaT Miaf
Byx. M Toa HW nomara fa He ctapeeMme 6p30 Kako fpyruTe.

O0anyuuB BeyepTa fa ja momuHam co Hea. Toa Gewe HejauHa
Xenb6a, a u MeHe mu rofewe. Mo MHTepecHaTa HOK WTO ja MMaBMe,
npep fia CY 3aMWUHe, MU MOKNIOHU eleH NPCTEH U MU peye:

- OBa e pa ce cekaBal Ha meHe! A oTcera HaTamy U TU CU efleH Of,
Hac. Cute feBojku WwTo Ke 6upat co Tebe Ke ja wupat mnagocTa.

YTpefeHTa BefHalw OTWAOB BO MPOAABHMLATA 33 HAKWT 3a Aa
npawam Aanu npcreHoT e BpedeH. [poAaBayoT ro NpoBepu Ha WH-
CTPYMEHT M MU peye:

- InjamaHTOT € YnCT, BaKOB PETKO Ce NPOfABa, BPELU MHOTY.

Taka 3aBpLUK CyyKaTa WTo YecTonaTi MU oafalue BO rnasa Kora
HeKoj Ke Me npawatue:

- [lobpo, Mucanw nu T1 aa ctapeew?

EgHaw, kora mu Gewwe HajTeWKo, eieH POAHWHA Ha TaTKO MU Me
noBuKa Ha pasrosop. Mu senu:

- Cnywaj, 3oku, noctap cyM, cakam Aa TM Kaxam HewTo Aobpo
M MUCNaM fleka MoXaM Aa Te nocoseTyBaM. [leBojkata co Koja WTo
Ce BMe Ha HEKOM MaKeJOHCKM UrpaHKM e Kepka Ha Moj npujaTten, a
W npujaTten Ha TaTko TU. MHory i ce fonarauw, Taa e mHory 6orata.
Moxebu Hema pa 3rpewww. LliTo Ke ce maunw pa kybypuw co ou-
HaHcucku npobnemu, pewn. [leBojkata e npeybasa v of MHOTy fobpa
thamunuja.

He moxam fia My ro 3a6opaBam Toa, 3aT0a WTO BUAOB UCKPEHOCT
BO HerosuTe 04K. Ho 6eB NIMYHOCT KOjalUTO He Ce OTKaXyBa Of, CBOUTE
CTaBoOBYW W NpuHUMNK. Tyka He MOXEB fia HajAaM MeCTo 3a Hea, MaKo
TOYHO Delle Toa WTO MU ro Kaxyea npujatenot. Cekoraw cakas cam
Aa ce n3bopam 3a WTo 6110 BO MOjOT KMBOT. AKO YOBEK yMee caM A3
CTEKHE HelTo, 3acNyXyBa U Jby6oB. A Tamy Kage WTO UMa Jby6oB
locnog e co Tebe. Tamy Ke uma cé wTo Tv Tpeba.

MoHekojnat ofeB U BO NPOM3BOACTBOTO HA FUMCEHU ENIEMEHTU.
MopouHa Toa noMuHa of, urypu Bo hasa Ha AeN0BU 33 eHTEPUEPU.
¥usypkas. Huwto He me npaselwe cpekeH. HanpoTus, ce 4yBCTBYBaB
Kako HecpeKeH yoBek. LTo 1 ga npaseB 1 Kage 1 fa ce HaofaB UCTO
MU ce daKkawe. Me npuTUCKalle HeKoja HOCTANTMYHOCT, anaTuja...

Mo HeKoe Bpeme, MOXebM MMalle MOMUHATO YETUPU MECeLM Of
npucTurarweTo Bo ABCTPanuja, 3ano3HaB efHa MHOTY WHTepecHa
AeBojka. Ja ApXeB 3a nameTHa W MOlWHe ambuLMo3Ha. Yuewe Ha
thakynteT, BTOpa roauHa, pabotewe Bo 6MGNIMOTEKa, MOHEKoraL
[aBallle YacoBM Ha CTYAEHTH, YyBalle AeTe Kako 6ebucutepka u, Taka
CEKoj fieH, CO pa3nuyHa AMHaMUKa, No HekosKy Yaca. Ho kaksa 6uno
aKTUBHOCT fia MMalle BO [EHOT, BeYepTa ja 3aBpluyBalle CO MEHe.
MHory Me penakcupalue 1 co Hea MHOTY MU ofelue MyabeToT. Bpeme-
TO MU NOMUHYBale 6p3o0.

HawaTa BpcKa ce 3agpxa HeKonky meceuu. Taa noyHa noseke Aa
Ce MHTepecKpa 3a MeHe, Cakalle a A03Hae KaKo ycneBam fja erauctu-
pam Bo 0Baa ckana Hacenba kora He pabotam MHory. 3Haelue fieKa My
poaraar u3BecHa cyma napu u o, “Jy” of, GU3HMCOT WTO rO MMaB TaMy
u T0a bewe cé. Co Hea mu Gewe ucnonHeto Bpemeto. Hoctanrujata
He Me npuTUCKalle TonKy MHory. OneBme Ha cuTe MHTepecHU 3abasu
wTo 6ea akTyenHu Bo ABCTpanuja. Bugos MHOTY Of TaMOLWHMOT HAYMH
Ha XuBeetse. Kora uMae cnoboaHo Bpeme NOBTOpPHO aobueas xenba
KOH YMeTHOCTa U 3eMaB nnarHa, 60ja 1 apyro wto mu Gewe noTpe6HO
¥ Taka fiefl o4 cnobofHOTO BpeMe ro MOMUHYBAB BO CMKatbe. Ma 1 3a
TOa 3eMaB HeKOj Man xoHopap. 3a cefyM-OCyM MeceLu ycneas fAa ce
cTabunuampam 1 fa 3acTaHaMm Ha CBOW Ho3e.

Ho mu ce cnyum HOBa XMBOTHa KoMHUMAeHUM]a. [lBajua apyrapu

walks. I realized from the beginning that I could manage the job in
the new neighborhood by myself.

The income surpassed the amount of two or three job posi-
tions, so I was not allowed to have everything on my bank account.
Hence, I started using some of my friends” bank accounts.

I was receiving the income on several credit cards and then I
was cashing them. The most important thing for me was that the
work was getting done. Sometimes, when the scope of the work
was too big to handle, I would hire the Indians from my neighbor-
hood. It couldnt be better for that time.

And so, in less than two months, my second joker - going to
the “bush”, i.e. to a deserted place was forgotten.

I told no one about the advertisements. People started wonder-
ing how I could afford to live in such a wealthy and expensive neigh-
borhood. And I was only a newcomer to Australia. There were people
living here for more than ten years, but they couldn’t even imagine
earning as much as I did. I put everything in place very quickly and
tried to live some normal life. However, it was all in vain; this system
was functioning in a different way. Everybody was working all day
long. It often happened to me to have too much work to do one day,
whereas on another days I would have no work at all.

I could afford some private life with how much I earned. But
it was nothing like home, where I had too many friends. I didn’t
have many friends here, and the ones I had were working all day,
so they didn’t have much spare time. During summer, I would often
go to the beach to find somebody to talk to. I could meet a party
girl there. I would also go to the other part of the city where a lot
of Macedonians lived. I had some friends from Skopje there. I felt
very happy when I was among them. We talked a lot, made jokes,
had laughs etc.

I was living alone, young and single. One night I went to a
disco. I stood next to the bar, and all of a sudden a very beautiful
and young girl came to me. She asked:

- “What will you have for drink?”

I was very curious:

- “May I ask what’s the occasion?”

- “This is my last night.”

I was a bit puzzled and started wondering if she was going to
do something to herself.

- “What do you mean by ‘last night?” I asked.

- “Well, T meant just what I said. You see, tomorrow my
fiancé is coming to take me and we’re moving to an island
that he has bought.”

- “So young and already getting married?”

- “No, I'm not that young, I just look that way.”

The girl, who looked not a day more than eighteen, was in fact
thirty-two. I couldn’t believe it.

- “Unbelievable!” I said.

- “Yes, isn't it? We belong to a sect in which people in-
ternally have a young spirit. And that helps us not to grow
old like other people do.”

I decided to spend the night with her. That was her wish and it
wasn’t a bad idea for me, either. We had an interesting night and,
before she left, she gave me a ring saying:

- “This is something to remember me for! And from now on,
you are one of us too. All the girls that you'll be with, will spread
youth around.”

The next day I went to a jeweler’s to ask if the ring was worth
anything. The salesman checked it on his instrument and told me:

- “The diamond is pure; you can rarely buy it and it's worth a
lot.”

This is how the whole thing with that girl ended. This event
would always come to my mind when somebody asked me:

- “Do you intend to grow old at all?”

One time when I was really desperate, a cousin of my father’s
called me to have a talk with him. He said:

- “Listen Zoki, I'm older, I want to tell you something good and
I think I can give you a piece of advice. The girl you saw on several
Macedonian dance parties is a daughter of a friend of mine and
also a friend of your father’s. She likes you a lot, and she is also
very rich. Maybe you will not make a mistake by being with her.
Why bother with financial problems? Make up your mind. The girl is
gorgeous and comes from a good family.”

I can't forget that because I saw sincerity in his eyes. But I
was a person that didn’t give up on his principles. I couldn’t find a



of Ckonje, Fopfu u 3oku, kouwto Gea Bo MenbypH Mu ce jauja 3a
nomow. Benar:

- 30Kku, oBAE e efieH Haw OpaTyyes, ama He 3HaeMme WTO Aa My
npasueme. Hue cme no Len geH Ha paboTa, a TOj e TYPUCT U He MOXe
na ce BpaboTu, na Bo Tebe ce kpctume. Tu cu Toj cam WTO ce CHajae,
Y 3HaelW LpyrapuTe, ako MOXEL NOMOTHU My.

- [loHeceTe ro yTpe Kaj MeHe BO ieBET 4acCOT HAyTPO W OCTaBeTe
ro Aa Mu Guae rocTUH HEKONKY fieHa.

o poHecoa feykoTo. o npeno3sHas. Cym ro Bugen so Ckonje. Mu
TeKHa fieka Toj Gelwe efeH 04 [OABOPYBAYMUTE Ha MojaTa buBLa Pose.
BepHaw My pekoB:

- [lparaH, aa He ™M 6upge HE3rOAHO, CEKOj MMa MpaBo Ha CBOj
KMBOT M MEHE HUWTO He MM npeyun. Me payBa WTO CU MU FOCTUH U
CaMO ONYLWTK Ce U PacKaXu MU Ce.

- Cakam aa paboTtam v HeKako fa ce CHajaam oBge.

YTpefeHTa ro noBejoB CO MEHE W MpBaTa CTaHMLA Ha Koja
oTMAOBMe belle HaHKaTa BO Koja ciyx6eHuumuTe J06PO Me No3HaBaa.
Tyka wreges MHory napu. m o6jacHue feka cakam ga My oTBOpam
KHUWKA Ha 6paTy4yedoT, KojwTo camo wTo npucturHa og “Jy”. Napos
rapaHLunja 3a Hero 1 3a HEKONKY MUHYTU U3BaAMBME KHULWKA. Bropara
cTaHuua Gelwe Kaj MojaTa AesojKa Bo 6uGnnoTeKaTa 3a aa M3Baamme
HOKYMEHT fieKa e Hej3uH unieH. TpeTuoT yekop belle BafiereTo Ha
BO3ayKa fo3sona. Ho [lparaH me npawysauwe: - Kako Ke ro ctopume
Toa?

- Jac ke ogam Ha nonarame. Kora Ke nonoxam, T Ke oauL aa ce
C/IMKaL MeCTo MeHe.

Ce yypewe. OTMAOB Aa nonaram TeCcTOBM GUMAEjKU NpPaKTUYHWOT
Jen Ofi BO3a4YKMOT UCNUT - BO3EHE - ja Npu3HaBaa og “Jy”. OTakako
M MOJIOXMB TECTOBMTE Ha NPBUOT KaT, Tpebalue fa ce cuKam aony
B0 npu3semjeto. [o nywTtns [lparaH ga ce cavka. ®aktuyku jac no-
flaras Mecto Hero, Toj He paszbupalwe aHrnucku. bupejkn muory
OA XuTenute Ha ABCTpanuja He naTyBaa HaABOP 0f KOHTUHEHTOT,
Hajronem foKyMeHT Gelwe Bo3aykarta. Ja u3Bagueme 3a iga feHa. Cera
MMaBMe TpW JOKYMEHTH, a 3a 6pojye 3a pabota Gea noTpeOHM NeT of
Ko 3agomkuTeneH bewe nacowot. Co TpUTe [OKYMEHTU: KHULIKA BO
6aHKa, BO3ayKa 1 YneHCTBO BO 6ubnunoreka otugosme Bo “medicare”.
Toa e 6ecnnatHo feyerse 3a Koe Ce Baau KapTuyka. MofHecosme
Gapatbe co MojaTa rapaHuuja u gobusme “medicare” kapTyka Ha UMe
Ha [lparaH. Cera MMaBMe YeTUpPM JOKYMEHTU U MOXeBMe fa bapame
6pojue 3a paboTta unu kako wro ro eukaa “filenumber”. Ho oBae Hu
Gewe HeonxofeH nacolw, 6uaejku 3a pabota Mopale fAa ce nocepysa
nocTojaHa BM3a, a TOj Nocefysalle TypucTuyka. beeme cooyeHu co
HajTewWwKnoT ucnuT 3a [paraH. YTpefeHTa oTM0BME fia NOfHECEME
Gaparse 33 6poj 3a pabota. MononHusme hopmynap. Leno speme my
360pyBaB Ha [lparaH fa 6uae NafHOKPBEH M [ia He Ce nnalu, Hema
wTo ga usrybume ako Hé nposanar. Ke ce npasume Ha yapenu, 6y-
Janu, AeKa Taka HU Kaxase, HeMa fia OLroBapaMe Ha npatwatrba. Tpeba
[a “Mame camo MaKy cpeka. McnnaweHo me npawysaue:

- AMa Ha Koja dopa?

Ha copa, curypeH cym, focera He [OWON HEKOj Kako Hac 6e3
npaeo, BO CBOjCTBO Ha TYpPUCT, Aa 6apa HewWwTo WTO BO HMKO] CNyyaj
He My cnedyBa.

Ce nojaBMBMe Ha WANTepoT 1 ja NOYHAB MOjaTa NpUKa3Ha:

- OBa e Moj OpaTtyyen 1 eBe Liena Hegena BaguMe JOKYMeHTH... [u
“MaMme cuTe NoTpe6GHU JOKYMeHTH... Be monam, aanu e fobpo nonon-
HeT hopMynapoT?

Y eHaTa Ha wantepot nposepu M nobapa fa rM NornefHe AOKY-
MEHTUTE. /1 W NOAAf0B AOKYMEHTUTE, HAPEAEHM TaKa WTO NacowoTt
ro ctaeueMe ofo3aona. Ce Hanpaeu eaHoO Mano HeBHUMaHKe o4 Moja
ctpaHa. Mpu natysarbeTo nacowot Gun OTBOPeH Ha NpeBUTKaHaTa
CTpaHMLa CO BM3aTa, HAa KOja, CO LPBEHO NPeKy Hea, NuuyBalle:
"3abpaHa 3a pabota”. Kora cnyxbeHuykara ro 3efie nacowor, Toj cam
Ce OTBOPYM Ha HecaKkaHaTa CTpaHuua 1 Toa belle npecyaHaTta cekyHaa
Ja pearupa MojoT MHCTUHKT. 0 3e[j0B NaCOLWOT Of Hej3uHaTa paka u
noyHas Aa 360pyBamM HecBp3aHO 3a fa 1 ro CBpTaM BHUMaHueTo. U
Taka, pa3roBapajku, ro 0TBOPMB NacoLWOT Ha CTPaHML,ATa CO HeroeaTa

place for her here, although everything he told me was true. I'd al-
ways wanted to fight for things in my life. If a person knows how to
gain something on his own, then he deserves love. And where there
is love, God is also with you. You will find all you need there.

Sometimes I would go to the factory for plaster elements. Later
it evolved from manufacturing statuettes into a phase of manufac-
turing interior parts. However, I was only living small-time. Noth-
ing could make me happy.

On the contrary, I felt very unhappy. Whatever I did or wher-
ever I went, it was all the same to me. Some nostalgic feeling and
apathy pressured me...

After a while, maybe four months after my arrival in Australia,
I met a very interesting girl. I thought her to be very clever and
also very ambitious. She was a second year student at university.
She was also working in a library, teaching students from time to
time and sometimes even babysitting. She was doing all that, with
different dynamics, for a few hours every day.

However, whatever obligation she had during the day, she
would always spend the night with me. I was feeling very relaxed
when I was with her, and we seemed to have similar opinions about
many things. The time was passing by very quickly.

We kept our relationship going for a few months. She started
becoming more interested in me, wondering how I could manage
to live in this expensive neighborhood when I didn't do much work.
She knew that there was some money coming from the business I
had in “Yu” and that was all. My time was fulfilled with her. The
nostalgia didn’t pressure me that much any more. We were attend-
ing all the interesting events that were of a current interest in
Australia. I saw much of their way of life. In my spare time, the
desire to do art would overpower me again, so I would buy some
canvas, painting tints and everything else necessary, and I would
spend part of my spare time painting. That was also some small
income for me. In seven or eight months, I managed to stabilize
and to get on my own feet again.

Anyway, another strange life coincidence happened to me. A
couple of friends of mine from Skopje that were in Melbourne,
Gjorgji and Zoki, called me to ask for help. They said:

- “Zoki, we have a cousin here and we don’t know what to
do with him. We work all day long and he is a tourist, so he
can’t work. You're our only hope. You are the one who man-
aged to get by on your own, you know many people, so we
were wondering if you could help.”

- “Bring him to my place tomorrow at nine and leave him
as my guest for a few days.”

They brought the guy. I recognized him. I had seen him in
Skopje. I remembered that he was once one of the suitors of my ex
Roze. I told him at start:

- “Dragan, dont feel uncomfortable. Everybody has got the
right to woo whomever he wants to, and I don't mind. I'm glad
that you're my guest so just relax and tell me everything.”

- “I want to work and to find my way round here.”

The next day I took him with me. Our first stop was the bank
where the clerks knew me very well. I was saving a lot of money
there. I told them that I wanted to open an account for my cousin
who had just come from “Yu". I guaranteed for him and the account
was ready in a few minutes. The next stop was at my girlfriend’s li-
brary to get a membership card. The third step was to get a driver’s
license. Dragan asked me:

- “But how are we going to do that?”

- “T'll take the exam. When I pass, you'll go to have a picture
taken instead of me.”

He was amazed. I went to take the exam, i.e. to do the tests, be-
cause the practical part - the driving - was validated from “Yu”. Having
passed the tests on the first floor I had have a picture of me taken on
the ground floor. I let Dragan do that instead of me. In fact, I did the
tests instead of him because he couldn’t speak English. Since a lot of
the Australians didn't travel outside the continent, the driver’s license
was the most important document. We got it in two days. Now we had
three documents, and to get a working permit number you had to have
five, out of which the passport was essential. With the three documents:
a bank account, a drivers license and a membership in a library, we
went to “medicare”. That is a free medical treatment for which a card is
issued. We applied with my guarantee and got a “medicare” card with
Dragan’s name on it. Now we had four documents and could apply for a
working permit number or as they call it “file number”.



C/IMKa W NOYHaB Aa 1 360pyBam:

- EBe nornepHete, T0a € T0j, NpoBepeTe ro UMeTo!

- [la, pa rnepam. - peye xeHata W ro Cnopeau Co ocTaHaTUTe Ao-
kymeHTu. Ce 3abnarogapu, yapy neyat u HW ro npumu opmynapor.
lo nornegHas [iparax, 6ewe 6nen kako kpna. MpocTo He UM BepyBalle
Ha CBOMTE 0YM JeKa Toa WTo ro BuAae e Taka. Wl Hue of Hawa cTpaHa
ce 3abnarogapveme Ha cnyx6eHnyKaTa U cu 3aMUHaBMe.

- [lparaH, cera cu Moxebu 1 NPBUOT NerafeH TYpUCT BO ApKaBaTa,
T umMal cute notpebHU gokymeHTH. Cera cu komnneteH. HuKoj Hema
Ja Te npawa 3a nacouw. 0Bge MHOTYMUHA U O camuTe ABCTpanujaHLm
HemaaT nacowm.

- ®ana, 30ku, oBa HeMa fja Tv ro 3abopasam!

YyBcTBYBaB 33[j0BOJICTBO, 3aT0a WTO MCMONHWB €fieH npeauns-
BUK.

- [lparaH, cakam npegu3suum Bo xusotoT. Ce CHajooBMe, Kako
Taka. T cu gobap feyKo u cera nojecHo Ke ce cHajael.

Mo Hekonky roauuu [iparaH ce oxeHun u pojae Bo “Jy” Ha og-
Mop. Mu foHece MOKMOH 3a fia MW ce 3abnarofiapu v Ha CUTe UM
36opyBale:

- OBa e [loH BuTo KopneoHe, Me Hanpaeu Of HeneraneH nerane
XUTEN Ha CTPaHCKa JpKaBa caMo 3a efHa Hefena.

Kako wro ce npubnuxyBale BpemMeTo Ha MOETO BpaKare BO
MakepoHuja, Llynu, nesojkata co koja ce ApyKeB, NoYHa Cé noseke
Ja Me 3acakyBa. i objacHyBaB Jeka MopaM fia ce BpaTaM Hasaf  ja
NOKaHWB aKo Caka Taa Aa [ojae CO MeHe WAM NaK fa pasMUcan no
MoeTo ofietbe. Kora 3amuHyBas, ce cekaBaM, MU peye AeKa TewWKo M
naraat pasgenbuTe U He [0jfe Ha aepOAPOMOT.

Bo egHa TypucTMYKa areHuMja, Kage Wro paboTele Moj npujaten,
My ja HaupTaB peknamaTta Ha ¢upmarta co aBMoH wTo neta. Co areH-
LuMjaTa rasayBaa fiBa napTHepa. Tue ja kynuja ¢hupmara Ha “Jat” BO
LLeHTapoT Ha rpafioT. AreHlujaTa npoaasalle HEBHO OKONY CTO KapTu
¥ CO FOAMHM 0CTBapyBalle OrpoOMeH Npuxoa.

3a pa Bnesat BO Toa 3aJ0BOJICTBO, MOjOT NpujaTen u apyrap my
nnartuja fBa v Noa MUIMOHM aBCTPANUCKM [ONAPY 33 NeJeceT U efeH
HacTO 0Of aKLMUTe, @ peHTaTa WTo ja nnakaa v noHaTamy ja npumalle
CONCTBEHUKOT Ha NPOCTOPOT.

- Ao, ja rpu3sare, 6paBo! - My Benam.

Toj me npawa:

- 3Haeww nn yuj e npocTopoB? N3ne3un 1 nornegHM ro oHOj ManUoT
CO KanyeTo, TOj € COMCTBEHMKOT Ha CeTa 3rpaja Ha YeTupueceT KaTa
BO LIEHTapoT Ha rpajioT, a Hej3uHaTa BPefHOCT e HenpoueHnuga. Lle-
naTa e U3gafeHa nof peHTa.

YoBeKOT MMalle BNeYKU Of efeH A0/iap, UCTUTE WTO U rneaas
npepn efHa Hegena Ha "Buktopuja mapkeT” Kora KyrnyBaB MOK/IOHU 33
goma. Mimawe v manua of Moxebu fiBa fonapa v, BEpyBane Unu He,
6eB 3anpenacreH.

- Auo, HeBepojaTHO!

- [la, 3oku! U 3Haely, aj WTo )eHa My ro ocTaBunia - ro 0CTaBUna,
TYKY U KepKa My U CUH My ce OTKaxaa Of Hero.

Toralu ce ceTMB Ha MOUTE POAMTENM W HA NIEHTATa LWITO MU ja npaTuja.
Ha Hea pgBajuata nnayea u roBopea AeKka MHOTY Me CaKaar, Aieka MHory
UM HepocTuram. Hawara damunuja bewe Hecnopepivea co Lenoto 6o-
raTcTBO Ha OBOj YOBEK, 3a€[JHO CO HErOBMUTE BNIEYKU Of €feH Jonap.

- Gana BM 3a orpomHaTa WKona wro mMu ja gagoste. 0Boj nart 3a-
MUHYBaM 1 “He BPTU ce cuHe"! Ke Bu foafam Ha ogMop, MaKo HaluTe
tunozoduu ce pasnuyHu. Konky wto Hayuus of Bac, ywte noseke
Bue moxeTe ga HayuuTe o MeHe.

MojaTa kapuepa on cepym Touku 3aBpwu. [pBo, oTnaTyBaB BO
Amepuka, Hbyjopk u Jloc AHyenec, a notoa ce BpaTus foma. mas aBc-
TPaNNUCKO BOjHO JPKABjaHCTBO A0 KOe CTUTHAB CO fAeBMU3aTa “Hema
wTo Aa u3ry6am”. Ja nountyBam ABCTpanuja v OHa WTO ro HyAM, HO
He e 3a MeHe 1 MojaTa duno3octuja. Bo Taa 3emja gocera cym otuwon
TPUNATK Ha OAMOP 33 A3 Ce BMAAM CO MOMTE NpujaTeny.

CturHas goma Bo 1989 roauHa. Bo 6uswara “Jy” Bo Toa Bpeme
Ce cnyyyBaa YyaHu pabotu. [lpxkaeata WTo ja HanywTuB, KOja He ro
L03BOJIyBalle NPWUBATHMOT BU3HWUC, OfEAHAW ja 3ano4yHa NpuBaTy-

But the passport was necessary for this because, in order to get
a working permit, you had to have a permanent visa, and he had a
tourist one. We were facing the hardest task for Dragan.

The next day we went to apply for the file number. We filled in a
form. I was telling Dragan all the time to be cool and not to be afraid,
because we had nothing to lose even if they saw through our decep-
tion. I told him we would play fools, pretend that we were told so, and
that we would answer no questions. All we need is a little luck.

He was worried and kept asking me:

- “By what trick will we do this?”

- “We'll pull a fast one, I'm sure. I don't think that any
tourist has ever come here to apply for something he or she
is not entitled to in any way.”

We appeared at the desk and I started my story:

- “This is my cousin and we‘ve been applying for documents for
a whole week now... We have all the necessary documents...Would
you please tell me if this form has been filled in correctly?

The woman from the other side of the window checked it and
asked to have a look at the other documents. I handed her the doc-
uments placed in such order that the passport was on the bottom.
However, I had done a little careless mistake. I hadn't noticed that
the passport was opened on the page with the visa, where “working
prohibited” was written with a red pen. When the clerk took the
passport, it awkwardly opened on that page and it was high time
for my instinct to react. In a split second, I took it from her hand
and started talking nonsense in order to turn her attention away
from the passport. Mumbling like that, I opened the passport on
the page with his picture and started talking to her:

- “ Look here, that's him, check the name!”

- “Yes, yes, I can see”, said the woman, comparing it with the
other documents. She thanked us, put the stamp on and accepted
our form. I glanced at Dragan; he was pale as death. He simply
couldn’t believe his eyes. We thanked the clerk and left.

- “ Dragan, you may now be the first legal tourist in this coun-
try. You have all the necessary documents. Now you are complete.
Nobody will ask you for a passport. Many of the Australians them-
selves don't have a passport here.”

- “Thank you Zoki. This is something I'll never forget!”

I felt satisfied because I coped with one challenge.

- “Dragan, I like challenges in life. We managed to get by, one
way or the other. You are a good fellow and now it will be much
easier for you.”

Dragan had got married after a few years and he came to “Yu”
for a vacation. He brought me a gift to thank me and he was tell-
ing everybody:

- “This is Don Vito Corleone. He made me a legal citizen of a
foreign country in only a week.”

As the time for my return to Macedonia was coming closer, Ju-
lie, the girl I was with, started feeling for me more and more. I was
explaining to her that I had to go back and I invited her to come
with me or to at least consider that after I had gone. When I was
leaving, I remember she told me that she couldn't stand good-byes,
so she didn’t come to the airport.

In one tourist agency, where a friend of mine worked, I drew
the commercial of the firm with a flying plane. The firm was man-
aged by two partners. They bought the firm from “JAT” in the
center of the city. The agency sold a hundred tickets per day and
had been making a huge profit for years.

To get into the business, a couple of my friends paid two and
a half million Australian dollars for fifty one percent of the shares.
However, they still paid the rent to the owner of the business
premises.

- “Aco, you are in, well done!” I told him.

He asked me:

- “Do you know who the owner of this office is? Go outside and
take a look at the short guy with a cap. He owns the whole build-
ing of forty floors in the center of the city. Its value is priceless.
It's all rented.”

The guy had one-dollar slippers, the same pair I saw a week
ago at “Victoria market” when I was buying some presents to take
back home. He also had a T-shirt that cost maybe two dollars and,
believe it or not, I was shocked.

- “Aco, this is unbelievable!”

- “Yes, Zoki! And you know what? Not only did his wife leave
him, but his daughter and son also disowned him.”



3auujaTta co HOBM 3aKOHW W HArao MOYHa fia Ce WWUPU NPUBATHUOT
6u3Huc. bpar Mu me npawa:

- 3Hael N1 o cuTe KOj HajMHOry Npalysa 3a Tebe?

- Koj?

- Opue. [la 3Haew.

My ce jaBuB fa ro no3apasam v 0TMAOB Aa ro Bugam. o npawysam
KaKo €, a OH Me 3auyau!

- No6po Ge, eBe, ja HOCaM XEHA MU Ha MPUBATEH aBUOH, OAMW Ha
3abap Bo benrpaga.

[mepam, He mu ce BepyBa. bpat mu oTBOpUN AyKaH BO efHa ayn-
Ka Bo Hacen6ara. lpaBewwe NpoOMET BO Taa KBajpatypa UCTO TOJKY,
KOJIKy WTO npaBu cera Hajnobpuot gykaH Bo IMU. Mo 3ano4yHae mo-
jOT 6u3HMC MHOTY ambuuMo3Ho. [loafaa MylWTepuM NpUBATHULM Of
uena Jyrocnasuja. Bpabotus npeo wecTMuHa, a NOTOA yuwTe ABAjUa, a
nnarara WTo MM ja AaBas bGele ABOjHO NOroneMa of OHaa WTo Gewe
npocek Bo Asctpanuja. HesepojateH npecBpT. Moute ambuuum Gea
rofemu, noBeke He MUC/EB fia CHUMaM CBafby, ja Aafl0B KamepaTa Ha
npopax6a. Ha ornacot ce jaBu Hekojcu YoBeK, no MMe ALLO, U Taka ce
3ano3HaB co Hero. Toj Gelue HajrpelwHNOT YOBEK LTO CYM O CPeTHan
BO M0joT XMBOT. Cekoja yecT. Kako ja npouuta cutyaumjarta u uenuor
¢hunm ro 3Haewe ogHanpen?!

Auo MW NpeanoXu fa OTBOPUME 3aefHWuYKa UpMa, HE3aBUCHO
Of, TOa WTO ro paboTMMe Bo MOMEHTOT, jac co urypu, a Toj Co HeKaBa
ranBaHusauuja. Mu 36opyBalwe 3a Hekoja uaeja Koja 6u moxene
3aefHUYKM aa ja peanusupame. Co napute WTO ru foHecoB of ABc-
Tpanuja Kynueme co GpaT Mu fykaH Bo M3rpagba. 3a uHBecTULMjaTa
WTO MK ja npegnarawe ALo, BIOXUB HEKOJIKY Unjafapku. Kynue Kom-
nneTeH KaHuenapucku npubop, ja peructpupas dupmata so benrpag
co apBokar. [pon3BoACTBOTO paboTelle HE3aBUCHO, @ BU3HUCOT WTO
Tpebale fia ro nouHeme Gelwe yBo3 M Npofax6a Ha Kp3HeHW GyHAM
og Mpumja.

Otuposme co Auo Bo pumja Bo KosaHu, mano mecto Bo Erejcka
MakenoHuja, Kaje WTo cekoja BTopa amununja paboTelwe co Kp3Ha.
Mo HeKoNKyTe BU3UTM Of HALA CTPaHA, 0jAe MOMEHTOT Kora Tpebalue
42 ja Kynume cTokata. 3a Leno Bpeme Jofeka KOHTaKTMpaBMe co fAe-
JIOBHMTE NapTHepu, pa3roBapas Ha aHrIUCKM jasuk co HuHa, npey-
6aBa AeBojKa, Kepka Ha rasgata. buna geanatv kugHanupaHa 1 3atoa
TaTKO 1 ja npatun Ha wkonyeare Bo Amepuka. Kora Tpebawe fa ja
Kynume cToKata, ALL0 MU peye:

- Kaksu napu, Tv cn nyp?!

- Ma kako?

- Ke rn y6enume mexa Hue Ke ja nnaTime uapuHara, a THe ke Hu
ja mapar cTokaTta v 3aefHuUYKK Ke genume. Tu Ke ja wapmupaw HuHa
M HEMA [1a MOXaT fia Hé ofbujaT.

Cu nomucnue: na He e nowa upejata ako MOXEMe Taka, U e
Hajdep.

Kora nouyHaa nperoBopwuTe, razgata He cakale Hu fa cnyuHe. Ho,
nopagyu MHOryTe MOKNOHM, pyYeuu, ApYKOM U HajBepojaTHO MojoT
wapm, HuHa noyHa pa ce pacnpasa co TaTKo W Benejku my:

- OnumjaTa wro ja Hyaat nyreeo e gobpa u Hajdep.

TaTKo 1 ja npegynpenu u it 06pHa BHUMaHWe [eKa 0OrOBOPHOCTA
nara Bp3 Hea aKo ce Cy4Yu HewTo Henpeasuanueo. Ho Huua Gewe
ynopHa 1 no Jonra pacnpasuja ro ybegu Tatka cu aa ro npudaru
HalWKOT Npeanor.

CrokaTa ja gobueme Ha ybaBu ouM, a LapuHaTa ce niakawe no
npopax6ata. 3Hauu, foOMBMe cToka 6€3 HWKABU BNOXYBara - CTO
W WeeceT HAjKBANWUTETHW OYHAW KOM HajperynapHo, no dabpuyka
LieHa, YMHea OKONy CTO Ujafy repMaHCKu MapKu BO TOA BPEME, a Of
npogax6arta Tpebalue fa 0OCTBApUMe yluTe TOAKY NPOdUT. ALLO TOYHO
3Haen feka Ke My 6ufam MHory notpe6eH Bo pasrosopute co HuHa.
CumnatujaTa WTo ce pa3Bu Mefy MEHe U Hea My [I0jie KaKo LJoKep 3a
curypeH ycnex. OpraHusupasme pesuja. bea nokaHeTu MHory emu-
HEHTHU rOCTU, HACTaH Ha BUCOKO, eIUTHO HUBO. YILUTE BO NPETXOAHUTE
NOATrOTOBKM ja MMaBMe HanNpaBeHO opraHu3aluMjata 3a npogax6a Bo
CWTe [leN0BM Ha rpagoT, Kafe WTo uMale fobpu gykaHu.

Mo camata peBWja, MHOTY noceTuTenu Kynuja OyHAM CO

Then I remembered my parents and the tape they sent me. They
were both crying, saying how much they loved me and missed me.
You could not compare our family with the whole wealth this man
possessed, along with his one-dollar slippers.

- “Thank you for everything you have taught me. This time I'm
going away and I won’t be coming back! I'll come for a vacation,
although our philosophies are different. As much as I have learned
from you, now you can learn even more from me.

My career of seven steps was over. First I went to America,
New York and Los Angeles, and then I came back home. I had an
Australian citizenship (in fact I had a double citizenship, both
Australian and Macedonian), which I got with the motto “I don't
have anything to lose”. I respect Australia and what it has to offer,
but it’s not for me and my philosophy. I've been there on vacation
to see my friends three times so far.

I came back home in 1989. Strange things were happening in
ex “Yu” at that time. The country I left, which didn’t support pri-
vate enterprising, had all of a sudden started the privatization with
new legal rules. Privately owned businesses started expanding.

My brother asked me:

- “Do you know who was asking about you most?”

- “Who?”

- “Orce. I think you should know.”

I called him to say hi and went there to see him. When I asked
him how he was doing, I was pretty surprised!

- “I'm fine; I'm taking my wife to the private plane to go
see her dentist in Belgrade.”

Whatever I saw, I could not believe. My brother had opened a
store, in a real dump in the neighborhood. He was making so much
profit in that little store as the best store in the City Mall now.

I started my business very ambitiously. There were customers
coming from all over Yugoslavia. At first I hired six employees,
and than two more. The salary I gave them was twice as big as the
Australian average. I had an incredible breakthrough. My ambitions
were high.

I wasn't thinking of filming weddings any more. I put the cam-
era on sale. Some man called Aco replied to the ad, so I met him.
He was the most wrongful person that I had met in my life. I still
have to congratulate him on predicting the whole situation and
knowing it all in advance!

Aco gave me a suggestion. He wanted us to establish a joint
company, independent of what we were dealing with at the mo-
ment - I was manufacturing statuettes and he was working with
some galvanization. He was telling me about some idea, a goal
that we could both accomplish. With the money I brought from
Australia, my brother and I bought a store still under construc-
tion. The investment Aco was suggesting cost me a few thousand.
I bought the entire office equipment and I registered the company
in Belgrade with a lawyer. The production was independent from
the business, and the business we were about to start was import-
ing fur-coats from Greece. Aco and I went to Greece together, i.e.
to a little village called Kozani in Aegean Macedonia, where every
second family was working with fur. After a few visits, it was time
for us to buy the merchandise. During the whole time while we
were in contact with our business associates, I spoke to Nina in
English. She was a very beautiful girl and the boss’s daughter. She
had been kidnapped twice, so her father decided to send her to
school in America.

Just when we were about to buy the merchandise, Aco told me:

- “Paying is out of the question, don't be crazy!”

- “Well, then, how do we get the merchandize?”

- “We will convince them that we are going to pay for the
customs fee, and they will give us the fur-coats. After that we are
going to share the profit together. You will charm Nina and they
won't be able to say no.”

I thought to myself: It's not a bad idea if we can do it that way.
And it’s also fair.

When we started the negotiations, the boss didn't want to hear
about that. However, because of the many gifts, the luncheons and
most probably my charm, Nina started arguing with her father. She
told him:

-“The option these people offer is the best and it's most
fair.”

Her father warned her by saying he would hold her responsible
should anything unpredicted happen. But Nina was persistent and



NOTNUIWAHM YEKOBW 33 OANOXEHO NMnakare Ha [leBefeceT feHa BO
BKYMHa BPELHOCT Of OKOJy lueeceT unjapu repmaHcku mapku. Co
efiHa Mana 3eNka Of efAHO KombGe CTOKa, 3efoBMe MHory napu. Bo
TWe MOMEHTU NMOMUCANB AeKa Ke ro 0CBOjaM CBETOT U MMaB eHepruja
3a T0a. Ho oprakot umawe apyru maHupu. NMoyHa co ckanu pyyeuu,
cefeHku no KadeaHu, penpeseHTauuu. He noyeka nosgpaso aa ro
thaTume GU3HUCOT, Na nocse Aa TpolwuMme W Aa yxueame. Osa bewe
efieH 3aeHUYKM NOYETOK, HO HE Me MpallyBaLle 33 HULWTO.

WmaB u ppyru ambuuuum, camo Tpebawe fa ce cobepat MUHM-
MafiHX Napy 3a 4a oTnaTyBaM, Ha npumep, Bo XoHr Kowr. Ke Hanpases
YyA4o Ha rNagHUOT masap Ha WTOTYKY OTBOpPeHaTta TorawHa Jyro-
cnaeuja. Ho HuwTo! YoBeKoT Ke UM dpnewe HEWTO KaKo Ha Kyuye.
Bugos “Konky e caatotT” u pewus fa cu 3aMuHam. Bnoxwue cé wro
“MaB BO GU3HMCOT 3a 3aefHMUYKaTa HMPMA M KaHLENapuuTe, a ocTaHa
M 3aeJHMYKa CTOKA UTH. Cu 3aMuHaB.  YoBeKkoT co GONHW ambu-
LMK, KOjLITO BO MefyBpeMe MW CTaHa U KyM, He ce HU jaBu Gapem fa
MU peye:

- 30KK, WTOM CU oMW Aaj Aa pacuucTume!

Ho ouurnegHo Toj Gelwe cpekeH, He 3Haejku feka rybu Henospat-
HO, KaKo LWTo BNpoyeM u ce cnyyu. N3neros og 6M3HMCOT 6e3 ckplueHa
napa Bo yebot, 6eB Kupayuja u co mano aete. Moxebu Toa Gewe
LieHaTa WTo ja NNaTtue, He KaHejKu ro 3a KyM MOjOT YOBEK Ha KOro
cmeTaB W ro umas Bo mucaute - CraHojko CaeBcku. Taka ce cnyuu
3aT0a WTO Ha pyyeuuTe Kora ALO rv pacTypalue 3aefHUYKUTE napw,
LieNno Bpeme Ha3apaByslLue:

- Ajpe 3a kymort!

beBMe opTauu 1 ycnea ga mu ce HameTHe. OTKako pelwus ga ce
)XEHaM 3a MojaTa conpyra co Koja ce 3ab6aByBaB AeBeT MeCEeLM, ro
nokaHue CTaHojKo HamecTo KyM aa Mu 6upe crapocsat. My objac-
HUB JeKa CyM BO GM3HMC cO AL, ileKa MU Ce HAMEeTHYBa, a CE CyM
BJIOXUWN TaMy, leka He MOXaM fia ro ofbujam, a HeWTo MU BeseLwe
geka rpewam. CraHojko ce nomupu co haktoT 6e3 npobnem, HO BO
JyLIaTa ro YyBCTBYBAB HEr0 KaKO BUCTUHCKU KYM.

Bo epHa cutyauuja ro npoueHun konky Bpegu Auo. Tpojuara
6eBMe 3aegHo 3a CTaHOjKO Aa yprupa 3a coobpakajHa KasHa LWTO
Tpebale aa ce nnatu. Auo my peve:

- Mu kaxysan 3ok 3a Tebe 1 3aT0a NOBENU NOKNOH 0y MeHE!

CraHojko BepHaw 3abenexu [eka MOKJIOHOT BCYWHOCT € of
Hawara ¢upma 1 ro npawa:

- MoknoHoB € o Tebe uan oa hupmara?

- Na op dupmarta! oprosopu Auo.

Ha Toa CraHojko u3pearupa:

- Ako e op cmpmaTa MoXe Aa MU ro NOKNOHM Camo 30KMW 3awWTo
TOj € MOjOT BUCTUHCKM npujaTen. A KOAKy WTo 3HaM ¢upmarta Bu e
nefeceT-nefecer.

MoToa My ro BpaTh MOKNOHOT Ha ALLO, TOj MW FO Aafe MeHE, a jac
NOBTOPHO My ro BpauuB Ha CTaHojko. Ce 3abnarogapu, a NofoLHa MU
Ce jaBu 1 Me npegynpeau:

- 30ku 0BOj He e co cuTe. buaun npetnasnus!

Hekou o roctute kora ro Bugoa ALo Ha MojaTa cBagba cakaa
ga ja Hanywrat. [0 npeno3Hane feka BO CTY[EHTCKUTE [EHOBU TU
MaHuMynupan HWUB 3a Hekoja pa6oTa. Toa Gelwe man ckaHjan WTo Toj
He ro HW J03Ha, HO chaTuB CO KOro MMam paboTa, ocobeHo nogouHa
Kora BUAOB ieKa YOBeKOT e KaTacTpoda.

Mo3ajMuB ABE Ujagyu repMaHCKU MapKu 3a fia Kynam runc u ja
noyHam pa paboram co durypute. CturHas gortamy, 6narofapexue
Ha MOMTE MPUHLMMN U HECOBECHOCTA HAa MOjOT ToraweH Kym - Auo.
A npep fa ro 3ano3Haam Hero, ja UMaB MojaTa WeCcTMecevyHa BpcKa
co AHe. OTKako ce BpaTWB [jOMa, XXMBEEB CaM BO CTaH Noj Kupuja
M KaKo WITO r'v NpefBuAoB paboTuTe Taka u ce cnyuuja. bpar mu ce
OXEHU U XUBeewwe BO 3aefHULA co MouTe. MPeTXofHO, CO FOAMHM
KMBEeB caM, na cera He 6u 6uno dep fa HapylwyBaMm HeKou Beke
3anoy4HaTu paboTu Bo Mojata amunuja, na 3atoa ywre Kora 6eB BO
AscTpanuja, Hajgoe ctaH Bo Ckonje. Mo MoeTo npucTUratbe, BefHaw
0TUAOB TaMy. Taka yMOpEH o[, C& U HOCTanrujaTa WTo ja npexuseas,
“MaB Xenba 3a HeKoja NocepMo3Ha BPCKa, HO 3a/ly[iHO, Ha feBOjKUTE

after a long discussion, she managed to persuade her father to
except our offer.

We got the merchandise on trust, and we paid for the customs
fee after the sale. So, we got the fur coats with no investment.
We got one hundred and sixty best quality fur coats with a reqular
price of one hundred Deutsche marks. We could earn twice as much
by selling them. Aco knew pretty well that he was going to need
me for the discussions with Nina.

The sympathy that developed between her and myself, was an
ace up his sleeve for a definite success. We put on a fashion show.
Many eminent guests were invited. It was a high-class event. In
the initial preparations, we organized the sale in every part of the
city, wherever there were good stores.

After the show many visitors bought coats with signed checks
for delayed payment of ninety days, in total value of about sixty
thousand Deutsche marks. Making a small business deal of only
one van with goods, we earned a lot of money. In those moments I
thought I could conquer the world and I had the energy to do that.
However, my business partner had other manners. He began to go
to expensive lunches, parties at restaurants and presentations. He
didn’t wait for our business to become more stable and then to
begin spending money and enjoying ourselves. This was a mutual
start, but he didn't ask me for anything he was doing.

I also had other ambitions. I only needed to collect minimal
funds to travel, to Hong Kong for instance. I would do a miracle
to the demanding market of the former Yugoslavia that had just
opened for business. But it was all for nothing!

My business partner would give the Greeks only dumplings
whenever they came. I realized what was going on and decided
to leave. I invested everything I had in the business for the joint
company and the offices. There was also some common merchan-
dise left, etc. However, I left.

The man with sick ambitions, who had become my best man in
the meantime, didn’t even call to say:

- “Zoki, since you are leaving, let’s get even

He was obviously happy, not knowing that he was going to
lose irretrievably, which in fact happened. I quit the business with
no money left, with a rent to pay and with a small child. Maybe
that was the price I had to pay because I didn’t invite the man I
counted on most, Stanojko Savevski, to be my best man. This hap-
pened only because when Aco was throwing around mutual money
at feasts, he was always making toasts:

- “To the best man!”

We were partners and he managed to impose on me. When I
decided to get married to my present wife, whom I had been dating
for nine months, I invited Stanojko instead of a best man to be one
of the two witnesses at the wedding. I told him that I was in busi-
ness with Aco, that he was difficult to get rid of, that I had invested
everything I had there, and that’s why I could not refuse him to be
my best man. Something was still telling me that I was wrong.

Stanojko accepted the fact with no problem, but deep down
inside I felt that he was my true best man.

There was one situation when he saw through Aco easily. The
three of us were together when Stanojko was supposed to pull
some strings to settle for a fine that was supposed to be paid. Aco
told him:

-“Zoki has been telling me about you, so here you are, a
little gift from me!”

Stanojko noticed immediately that the gift was in fact from our
company, and so he asked him:

-“Is this gift from you or from the company?”

-“Well, it’s from the company, of course!” replied Aco.

Stanojko reacted to this:

-“If it’s from the company, only Zoki can give it to me as a
gift, because he is my true friend. And, as far as I know, you
share the company mutually, fifty - fifty.”

Then he returned the gift to Aco, he gave it to me, and then
I handed it back to Stanojko again. He thanked me, and then he
called me later with a warning:

- “Zoki, this guy is not OK. Be careful with him!”

Some of the guests at my wedding wanted to leave when they
saw Aco. They recognized him from the student period when he had
manipulated them for some matter. That was a small scandal that
he didn’t find out about, but I realized who I was dealing with.
Especially later, when I found out that the guy was a misery.
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MM NUYeB Kako nnejboj feyko: XUBEeB caM, eKCTpa Koau, 6usHuc...
U cekoja ce 3abaByBalle CO MeHe, NOATOTBEHA fla Me 3aM03Hae U Co
Apyrapka cu, Koja ro caka ucroto of, meHe. W Taka, co aktyenHata
CKOMNCKa WeMa CeKoja Bevep feBojkuTe MU bea Ha anaHka. OHa wWwTo
ro NocakyBaB, CEPMO3Ha BPCKa, BO HUKO] Cy4aj He MOXEB Jia ja oCT-
BapaMm, Na C NOMUCIMB feKa He MU HU Tpeba. AKo BpeMeTo e TaKBo,
Taka u Heka nomuHyea. Camo npoBog, camo npoeof. Kora Hajmanky
OyYeKyBall, ce ClyyyBa Toa WTO He ro oyekysaw. Bo pyKaHoT Kaj
6paT M1 ja 3ano3Hae AHe CO HEKOja Apyrapka ¥ Taka noyHa Hawara
Apyx06a, He oYeKyBajKM HUWTO cepuo3HO, bUAEjKM BO MojaTa rnaea u
He 3aMuciyBaB HewTo nocebHo. Mo KPaTKOTO ApyKere BMAOB AeKa
[EeBOjKaBa e MHOTy Cep1O3Ha U HEKaKO NMopasfnyHa of ApYrute, WTo
v cpekaBas BO MPETXOAHUTE MeceLu. YiuTe Kora ce BUJ0BME NpBMar,
AeBojuyeBo ce 36yHK. bewe co uckpeHa fywa v MMale HeKou fpy-
ru nornean. Cn oTuae of BYKaHOT CKPOMHO, HE OYEKYBAjKM HUWTO
noseKe. [lpyrapka i octaHa. 1 ro u3guktupas TenedoHOT, MaKo He
oyeKkyBaB fia Ce jaBaT. MckpeHO ce M3HEHAAMB, HO HAPELHWOT feH
MK ce jaBuja u usnerosme. OHW Gea fBe apyrapku, a co MeHe Gewe
apyrap mu BpaHue, oHoj of FepmaHuja koj Gewe gowon Bo Ckonje.
MoyHaBMe BO Hal CTWA, CEKOja Be4ep NMPOBOAM, KadeaHu, YecTerbe.
Mo HeKOMKY BUAYBatba, BO AOHXKYAHCKU CTUA, 1 KYNUB 3N1aTEH NPCTEH.
Ce 3abaBysame Ge3 Hekou noce6GHM mefycebHu 06Bpcku. Ho osa
AeBOjYe HAMEeCTO KaKo NPeTXofHUTE ia MU Kaxe JieKa 1 Apyrapka i
CaKa MOMMH CO MeHe LITO YeCTO NaTu MU Ce CyyyBalle, Ha MOUTE He-
Cepuo3HM OfiHeCyBatba CEpUO3HO Ce CNOPTMBCTaBYBalle CO UCKPeHa
/by60B. Pearnpas co HefoBepba 1 ce OAHeCYBaB CKOPO HEUCKPEHO U
HeKopekTHo. Konky 6eBMe nogoro co Hea, He BepyBajku i Ha cepu-
03HOCT3, CE O[JHECYBAB OHAKa KaKOB LITO BOOMWTO U He 6eB. [nymeB
WAMOT 3a [ia BUAM [anu HAaBUCTUHA W 3HayaM HewTo, Ho AHe ywiTe
noseke ce 6opele 3a MeHe. MoyHaB Aa i NpaBaM TaKkBU TECTOBM 3a
KOW HaBMCTMHA HEMAB MPaBo, HO PellMB: MOpaM fa ja HaTepam fia ce
oTKaxe of MeHe. Konky noseKe ce ofHecyBaB MAMOTCKU CO Hea, ce
pasbupa, HamepHo, TonKy noeeke AHe ce Gopele 3a MeHe. [pem-
HOTY Ce LeHeB W NO3HaBajku rv Tonky fobpo pabotute 3a egHo Ges
CUTYpeH: Taa WTo Ke ce 3eMe cO MeHe Ke Gupe HajcpekHaTa XeHa
Ha CBeTOT 1 3aT0a Mopa fa 6uae BUCTUHCKATA, 3alITO NO3HABAjKM ce
cebe, aKo yTHaM UM aKO Taa M3rayMu, eAHOCTaBHO Ke ja ocTasaMm. He
CaKaBs fia NpoMaluam W cu NOMUCIMB MOpaM yluTe fa ja Tectupam. Ce
ceKaBaM, HU3 pa3roBopy ja UMaB BeKe NpefoYeHo ieKa Taa WTo Ke MU
Ce CNPOTUBCTaBM M aKo packuHaMm, Bpakare Haszaj Hema. [lo Hekage
W TakoB 0€B, HO He KOra HaMepHo Ce rAynupaB, Kako BO C/y4ajos.
MocneaHnTe AEHOBM PeYMCH CEKOj fieH CU OAeLle A0oMa CO Niayere.
Kage ke mu ogu pywara, WTo My npaBeB Ha AeBojYeBo!

- M3neryBaj op konata - 1 peKOB OTKAKO NPETX0AHO ja npegynpe-
AMB [leKa aKo u3nese Hema BpaKare Ha3ag. He usnerysawe. V3nesu
kora Tvt Benam! Mnayvewe u cegewe. Ce 061aoB Co cuna Aa ja uctyp-
Kam. He moxes. LlaHca HemaB. Moxe nu TONKy Aa rAyMU, CU MUCHEB.
Ja yeKkaB KpUTUYHATA TOYKA KOra MOpalle Aa ce OTKaxe.

bewe 13. 01. 1991 ropuHa. AHe Gewe TpyaHa. OBa npBnat Mu
ce cnyyun. Hemawe pa mu ce cnyym ako He ro cakas jac Toa. CTurHa
nocnegHuoT TecT. BeyepTa 1 pekos:

- YTpe oavMe fia ce YUCTUW, He cakam fa Guaam co Tebe u ro-
ToB0! Ha MOj HauMH NOBTOPHO ja pacniakas, HO oBa Gelwe KpajoT. Taa
npeceye TONKY CEPUO3HO WITO KOHEYHO pelun [a Me HanywTh OTKaKo
NPeTXoHO Ce KOHCYNTUpana co Majka cu Koja ja npekopysana:

- Kage ro Hajae 0Boj MaMoT? 30WTO He o OCTaBULW?

0 “3BaAM HAKMTOT WTO 1 ro AAA0B, ro Gpauv 1 pewn aa cu ofu.

- 3eMM CM TO HaKWUTOT, N PEKOB, aKO CaKall Aa ro 3ano3Hael
BUCTUHCKMOT 30KM W Ke oaMMe fa npoweTame. MHory mu Gele xan,
HO 6eB cpeKeH 3alWTo 3HaeB fieka Ke ce ynnawu. Mo cobpa Haku-
TOT. Hej3uHara uncta gywa nobeau. N3nerome ga ce npoweTame u
OfiefiHall Ce NPEeTBOPMB BO HEWTO APYro - oHa wTo 6eB jac. OHOj 3a
KOjWwTO 80 AeHecka AHe KaxyBa:

- Jac cym HajcpeKHaTa }eHa Ha CBeToT.

Kora ke ja nmpawaa kako ycnea Aa mMe 3eMe MeHe, Taa UM
pacKaxyBalle Ha CBOMTe NpUjaTeNku WTO [OXKMUBeana CO MeHe.

I borrowed two thousand Deutsche marks to buy plaster and to
start manufacturing my statuettes.

I came all this way due to my principles and the immorality of
my former best man - Aco.

Before I met him, I had had a six-month relationship with
Ane. Since I came back home, I was living alone in a rental apart-
ment. Things were happening exactly the way I predicted them.
My brother got married and lived with my parents. Before that, I
had been living alone for years so it wouldn't have been fair on my
part to interfere with some family affairs. Therefore, I found the
flat while I was still in Australia. After my arrival, I went straight
to my place.

After all, tired of everything, including the nostalgic feeling
I had for a long time, I felt the exigency of being in a permanent
relationship, but it was all in vain. I looked like a playboy to the
girls here. I was living alone; I had great cars, a business.... And
every girl was having fun with me, ready to introduce me to her
friend who wanted the same thing from me. And so, in the current
Skopje nightlife, girls were at my disposal every night. The one
thing I wished for - a serious relationship - was out of reach for
me so I thought that I didn't even need it. If it was party time,
I was willing to pass it that way. Having fun and fun only. But
when you least expect it, something unexpected can happen. I
met Ane and a friend of hers in my brother’s shop. So we started
our friendship, not expecting anything serious because in my mind
I couldn't imagine anything else. After a short time, I realized that
the girl was serious and much different from all the others I had
met in the past few months. She was very confused when we saw
each other for the first time. She was very honest and had some
different views. She left the shop very modestly, not expecting
anything more. Her friend stayed. I gave her my phone number,
although I didn’t expect them to call. I was honestly surprised
when they called me the next day, so we went out. The two of
them, my friend Branche and myself. Branche had just come from
Germany. We started treating them in our style, having parties
every night, and going out to restaurants. After a few occasions
of seeing each other, I bought her a golden ring in Don Juan’s
style. We were dating without any special commitment. However,
this girl was not like the others that were telling me their friend
wanted to have fun with me, too. She was seriously opposing my
frivolous behavior with true love. I reacted with doubtfully, and I
behaved almost insincerely and not very correctly.

The longer I was with her, I was not being myself at all and
I did not believe her serious intentions. I was playing an idiot to
find out whether she really cared about me; but she was still fight-
ing for me. I began to test her in a very hard way and I had no
right to do that, but I decided one thing: I had to make her give
up on me. The more I deliberately behaved like an idiot, the more
she was struggling for my love. I respected myself very much and,
being pretty experienced, I knew one thing for sure. The girl that
I was going to marry was to be the happiest woman in the world
so it had to be the real one. The way I am, I knew that had I made
a mistake or had she just been putting on an act, I would simply
leave her. I didn't want to make that mistake so I thought to
myself that I had to put her through some more tests. I remember
that, once in a conversation, I pointed out that there would be no
getting back together once a girl had opposed me, even after we
had broken up. In fact, I was like that up to a point, but it was not
the case now when I was playing a fool deliberately.

In the last days, she would go home crying almost every day.
“Where would my soul go for what I did to that girl?!” I thought.

- “Get out of the car!” I told her, after I had previously
warned her that if she got out there would be no coming back.
She wouldn't go out.

- “Get out when I say

She was crying and still sitting in the car. I tried to force her
out, but I couldn’t. There was no chance of doing that. Was it pos-
sible for her to be such a good actress, I thought. I was waiting
for the critical moment when she had to give up.

It was 13" of January 1991. Ane was pregnant which hadn't
happened to me before. It wouldn’t have happened this time ei-
ther if I hadn’t wanted to. It was time for the last test that night
when I told her:

-“You are going to have an abortion tomorrow. I don’t
want to be with any longer and that’s final!”
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Mo3HaBajkm Me KaKOB CyM BO CYWTWHA, TUE He MOXea fia BepyBaaTt
AeKa CyM MoXen fa 6UAaM TaKoB UAMOT.

LleTaBme Taa Beyep. Me nocmatpale u KyTele, a jac Harnac cu
360peB camMuoT co cebe:

- 30KkU, 30KM KOj Ce HafeBalle AeKa T Ke ce oxeHuw!

AHe Me cywalie v HAWTO He 1 Gewe jacHo. Kynueme eknepu no
Hej3uHa Xenba, ce BpaTUBME JOMA. I PEKOB:

- JaBu ce Ha TenedoH Kaj TBOUTE U KaXu UM JeKa Of Beyepsa
0CTaHyBall Kaj MeHe.

Toa Gelwe BeyepTa KOra KOHEYHO CTanuB BO 3aefHMLA CO Hea,
oyeKyBajku ro npsoTo gete. OctaHaToTo Gelwe GopManHoCT, NOTNM-
cu, cBapba u.... Bo nocnepHute meceum Leno Bpeme bele npucyTHa
Huna oa Tpumja. N Taa ucto Taka Gelwe MHoOry 3arpeaHa 3a MeHe.
Hekou me coBeTyBaa:

- 3emu ja Ge, 6orata e u y6asa, uenoto Goratceo Bo Ipuuja ro
NpenuyBaaT Ha XEeHCKUTe.

Ama Kako Bo ABCTpanuja Taka 1 oBAe HUKOjnaT HeMaB Hamepa Aa
ce )eHam 3a 6orata. HewTo gpyro mu 6ewe nobuTHO, a Toa bewe Ha
nocnefHo MecTo U HajHeBaxHo. Ha TakBa 61 i pekon:

- YyBaj cu rv napute fa He TM 3aTpebaaT ako Te ocTaBaM.
HenyreTo ce kynyBaat co napu. He moxew mMeHe Aa Me Kynuu, camo
MOXKeELW A3 Me U3ryouuw.

3HaeB feka HuHa Hemale fa nOMUHE HUTY efleH MOj TecT, Ta 3a-
TOa BOOMWTO He Ce HU 3amMopyBaB co Hea. [oBeKe ce cekupaa Tue
OKONly MEHE, OHWe WTO He r'M MO3HaBaa OCHOBHMTE MPUHLMNW BP3
Kou Gelwe M3rpajeH, TBpaaM M feHecka no 14 roguuu Gpak, mojot
Henorpewws cTaB U oanyka. Ha AHe it pekoB:

- MHory manky Me no3HaBaw W 3atoa 6ugu oHa wWTo cu. AKo
pocera ce cdonupawe u raymewe sby6os nopgobpo otkaxu ce! Bo
CMPOTMBEH CJly4yaj OCTaHW CO MeHe U Ke Gupelw HajcpekHaTa XeHa
Ha nnaHeTasa.

EnHa op nocnegHuTe fBe MHTEpECHU ClydYkM WTo Gea ronem
MOTMB 3@ M3pa3yBarbeTO Ha MOWTe YyBCTBa BO AenoTto bankoH, co
BnepeHn konja koH CobpaHWeTo, KaKo Hanaa Ha BAacTa e cyykarta
"neHaunoHanusauuja”. lNpepn ga nouynHe AepoTO, TATKOTO HA MojaTa
)KEHa Me MoBKKA U MU peve:

- Cnywaj, 3eTe, oBa MecTo e Moe. o BojHaTa CoO TOrawHUTe 3a-
KOHU MojaTa 3emja Gelwe oA3emeHa 3a noTpebuTe Ha [lpxasata. Ho
uenTa 3a Koja bewe of3emeHa Taa gocera He ce peanusupa. Co Ho-
BWTE 3aKOHM 3eMjaTa NoBTOPHO Tpeba fa HU ce BpaTu, Guaejkn Hue
MMaMe [0Ka3 3a COMCTBEHOCT U MJyC TOA HUIITO He e U3rPajeHo Ha
nnauor. Toj e cno6oaeH. Ywre npeg pa ce u3rnaca 3akoHot
wTo bewe HajaBeH, 6eB BO TeK Co cuTe pabotu. JlokymeHTaumjaTa
Mu Gewe noaroteeHa. Co n3rnacyeareto Ha 3aKOHOT, 1 NoaAaaoBMe
LOKYMEHTUTE 1 nocTankaTta Mucnesme Ke 3anoyHe. NMomMuHaa, meceuu,
roauHu, u Huwto. Kora v aa ce 3auHTepecupasme Bo OnwTuHaTa, Hu
BeJlea cera Ce Ha pef, BaluuTe JOKYMEHTH, Te 0BOj Mecel, Te ApYruoT,
noToa 0Boj e Ha boneayBarbe, APYr1OT € HAa OAMOP, Na MANTPETUPatbE,
nofMuUTyBarbe... Taka belle He CaMo CO HAC, aMM PEYUCH CO CUTe.
3aKoH LWTO He ce CNpoBedyBa, He e 3aKOH, HO Taka belue.

EneH neH enHa rocnofa fojae Kaj meHe Ha nnauot. lpopasas
HEKOM PaMKW, payHu TBOPOM M Me Mpala KONKY YMHU efHa CKynn-
Typa.

0p kage cte? ja npawas. WTo pabotute?

- Bo OwtunHara “Ta3u baba”.

Toa Gewe oHaa onwWTMHA BO Koja Gewe pafeH npeametot. U ja
3e/ie cKynnTypara.

Konky Tpeba?

- He Tpeba HuwTo 1 pekos. He ce cornacu.

Nnu 3emeTe ja ckynnTypata 6ecnnatHo Uau He BU ja npoaaBam.
Ja 3efe u Mu peye:

- Cnywaj, fAeyKo, HewTo Ke T KaxaM HO Heka Guae TajHa. He
Ka)XyBaj HUKOMY, 3aWTO Ke Me u3bpkaar of pabora.

- [lo6po, ce cornacysam.

- Bue umate npeamet 3a geHaluuoHann3aumja. Bawmor npeamet e
Bo duoka. Ce yyBa 1 BOOMWTO He e 3anoyHaT Aa ce paboTu. lonemuot

I made her cry again but this was really the end. She reacted
so strongly that she finally decided to leave me after she had
previously consulted her mother about that. Her mother was chid-
ing her:

- “ Where have you found this idiot? Why don’t you leave
him?”

She took off the jewelry I had given her, threw it away and
decided to leave.

-“Take the jewelry”, I told her “if you want to get to know the
real Zoki and let's have a walk.”

I was very sorry, but I was happy at the same time because I
knew she’d get scared. She picked up her jewelry. Her pure soul
won this time. We went out for a walk and all of a sudden I be-
came a completely different person - I was myself again. The same
person Ane still talks about today. She says:

- “I'm the happiest woman on earth!”

Whenever somebody asked her how she had managed to get
married to me, she always told her friends what I had put her
through. Knowing me, they were wondering how I could be such
an idiot.

We had a walk that night. She was looking at me without a
word. And I was talking loudly to myself:

- “Zoki, Zoki, who could have believed that you would get
married one day?”

Ane was listening to me and could not understand a thing.
She wanted me to buy her some cakes, and we went back home
afterwards. Then I told her:

-“Call your parents and tell them that you are staying at
my place starting from tonight.”

That was the night when we finally started living together,
expecting our first child. The rest was a matter of formality. Sign-
ing documents, a wedding...

Nina from Greece was here all the time in the last few months.
She was also very much into me. Some people were advising me:

-“She is the one you should marry. She is rich and beautiful,
and in Greece they leave all the wealth to the girls in the fam-
ily.”

However, I never had any intentions of marrying a wealthy
girl, neither when I was in Australia, nor here. Something else was
much more important to me, and the wealth was irrelevant. To
such a girl I would say:

-“Keep your money in case you need it if I leave you. Money
can’t buy people. You can't buy me, you can only lose me.”

I knew that Nina couldn't pass any of my tests so I didn't
bother with her at all. People that didn't know my basic principles
were more worried about me than anyone else. Acting upon my
principles, even after 14 years of marriage, I can still claim that
my attitude and my decision were right. I told Ane:

- “You don't know me very well, so just be who you are. If
you had been pretending and faking love so far, you'd better give
up. Otherwise, stay with me and you’ll be the happiest woman on
earth.”

Another interesting event, which was a big motive for me to
express my feelings in my work “Balcony”, was the case of “dena-
tionalization”. I decided to put spears on my balcony pointed to
the parliament as an attack to the government. My wife’s father
called me just before he died and said:

- “Listen son, this land is mine. After the war, my land was
taken for the needs of the state because of the laws from that
time. But the purpose, for which it had been taken, hasn’t been
realized until today. With the new laws the land should be given
back to us again, because we have the documents for possession.
Nothing has been constructed on it and it is empty.

Even before the government adopted the Law on denation-
alization I was updated about everything. The documents were
ready. When they adopted the law we submitted the documents
and thought that the procedure would begin. Months, even years
passed by, but nothing happened. Every time I asked about our
case in the municipality office, they would tell me that our docu-
ments were the next in line. Then they would tell us to come back
the following month; after that, the clerk had called in sick; then,
the other one was on vacation and so on.

We were not the only ones who had those problems. It was
the same for everyone. A law that was not enacted, was not a law.
However, that’s the way things were.



rasna ja BpaboTun Kepkata Ha rnaBHaTa HayajHWYKa WU N PEKON fia ro
4yBa BO (hUOKa NpeaMmeToT.

HanpaBuB WTO MOXeB, HO NPEAMETOT U, PEYUCH NO LWECT MeceLm,
oCTaHa fia Yeka Bo (uokarta. EgeH geH Ha MpobuwTaTa, Ha AEHOT Ha
rogvlWHUHATA Of CMPTTa Ha MOjOT A€o, BO To/iMmaTta Jjiyfe 3pornesas
MO3HaTa XeHa, KojawTo ja umMas BupeHo Bo OnwTtuHata. Ce no3Hasame.
[lo3HaB fieka Taa Me 3Hae o AeTuwTe. MojoT fpyrap of LETCTBOTO WTO
noynHa i Gewwe BHyK. Me npawa Ao Kafe e co NpefMeToT...

Taka co TeWwKn Maku, o AABE rof1HM, NOYHA fia Ce BOAM nocTankara
3a nnauot Ha Mojot aepfo. CekojaHeBHO AeMHeB Haf Hero, Gupejku
MHOTY MMOTU OA APYrY LA Gea 3arpo3eHu co AnBM rpafdu o MOKHM
nyrfe. EfeH fieH, Bpakajku ce of, HEKONKYAHEBHOTO naTyBarbe Ha 6u3-
HUC NNaH, rnegam Toana nyfe BO MMOTOT Ha Aeno mu. LWTo pa Bugam?
Ce rpapu Ha ronemo. OKosly neTHaeceTTuHa Nyfe paboTar Ha 06jeKT co
Hajronem nHTeH3uTeT. MoYHaB HalyTeHO Aa BUKaM:

- MpekuHete! 3HaeTe nu Kage rpagute?

Monuea u pabotea. - Koj Bu e npeTnocTaBeH?

Camo pabotea v He Mu obpaKkaa BHUMaHWe. Hekoj pobpo rv nog-
roTBUN KaKo fia ce Apxart. BegHaw nojaos Bo Monuumjata. HavanHukor
Bo6po Me no3HaBalle NOpafM UMMULIOT LWTO ro UMaB co OyTukoT. Pabo-
TEB W WHTepuepu Ha bGoraTuTe, na Taka 6eB nomynapeH BO rpagor.
HauanHukot Ha Monuumjata Mu ogrosopu:

- 30KM, jac MOXaM fia nywTam nyre Ha YBUA, MeryToa HeMaMm npaso
Ja rv ctonupam Bo pabotata. 3a Toa e HagiexHa paaexHara uHcne-
Kuuja. 3a na pobuew Bo BpeMe, Ke nNpaTtam ayre fa rv NeruTUMuUpaar.
AKo ce ynnawar ke npecTaHat fia pabotat. Bo cnpoTusHoO, OHOj WTO
CTOW 3a[, CETO 0B3, aKO 3Hae [ileKa HeMaM NpaBo Ha Toa, Ke UM Hapepu
Ja npogomkar fa pabotar. A T Bo mefyBpeme oau Bo [pagexHarta
MHCneKuuja. Taka v ce cnyuu. Monuumjata ru neruTumMmpalue.
Tue ce ynnawuja Bo MOMEHTOT U NpecTaHaa Aa paborar. Ho, cnegHuor
[eH, NOBTOPHO Npogomkuja co pabota. Bo [pagexHaTa uMHcnekuuja
UM ja objacHuB Lenata pabota. buaejku Tamy Me nosHasaa, fo6buB
pelueHue 3a pyluetbe Ha 06jeKTOT BO POK OA TPU ieHA W HaNoXWuja Aa ce
npekuHe co rpagbata. Ml camute ce yyaea kako HeKow siyfe cu faBaat
Bakeu npasa. Ha 3anag He e no3Hat TepMuHoT guBorpag6a. Osae oc-
BEH LWITO HACM/IHO rPajaT, yCneBaaT W fa ru feranusupaar objexTute.
Toa um ro go3sonyBa 3aKkoHoT. Bo Hero ctoeno: ...0Tkako objekToT Ke
ro u3rpagen CONCTBEHWUKOT Ha rpanbata, Toj CTaHyBan aBTOMATCKU W
HOCMTEN Ha 3eMjULTeTO, T.e. BO CyACKAaTa MoCTanka 3eMjUILTETO My
cnedyBano Ha Toj WTO ro u3rpagun o6jeKToT. 3Hauu, ako He ce ycnee
[a ce Cpylu 06jeKTOT BO BpeMe Ha rpajereTo, nocne 3gpasje. 3ako-
HOT WTO A0 BYepa Gelwe 3a Bac nomuHyea Bo 3akoH npoTus Bac. pa-
AMTENOT Ha 06JeKTOT Noce Kako HOCUTEN HA 0GjeKTOT Ke CU ro OTKYMK
3eMjULITETO 3aKOHCKW, MO ApXaBHA LeHa, okony 30 o 40 natu noed-
TUHO OA NasapHaTa LeHa M HUKOMY HUWTO. 3aToa U ocobaTta WTo ro
rpagelle Moxebu ycnesana co BaKeM YjAypMU fia CTEKHYBA Ty UMOT.

My BeTMB Ha MOjOT filefio AeKa 3eMjuwTeTo Ke CM ro 3eMam u 3a-
TOa 0Baa Herpasfa He ja [03BOMMB MO HUKOja LeHa. OTKako ce u3-
Jafie peleHNeTo 3a CTonuparbe W pyliere Ha 06jEKTOT, ce moKaxa
AeKa e HeanupHo. Tpe6ano fa ce NpuMM M NOTNULIE U O CTPaHa Ha
Mpagutenot. Ho kako fa po3Haam koj e [pagutenot? Monuumjata cu
CTOelle Ha CBOETO MUCNeHe ieKa Mopa Aa ce fo3Hae Koj rpagu. Toa
Gapawe MHOTy Bpeme of Moja cTpaHa. v cnepes paboTHUUMTE Kage
LWITO Ce [BUKEA W BUAOB fieKa u3nerysaar of Gabpukara HenocpegHo
[0 HaWwWoT UMoT. Bneros Tamy 1 UM pekos:

- Bawwu nyre rpagat Bo mojot uMoT. Mu pekoa Aa HanywTaMm, 3alTo
Tamy 6uno 3abpaHeTo BnerysaweTo. Pasmucnus fobpo. Mojata MHTY-
UuMja MK cyrepupalle aeka Ke Mopa Aa ce CMpOTMBCTABaM Ha MOLHE
NPUMUTMBEH HAYMH 33 Aa ro npuHyaam [pagutenor aa ce nojasu. Bo
CNpOTUBHO Ke MMaMe paboTa co nonuumjata. Ke gojne u ke né nerutu-
Mupa obajuata. 0TMAOB [OMA, ja 3e[L0B KEHA MU CO MEHE U il PEKOB:

- Cnywaj, )eHo, HeMa HauYMH Kako fa A03HaaM KOj rpagu Ha HaleTo
3emjuwre. AKo 00jeKTOT ce U3rpagu ke ro u3rybume UMOTOT LITO YUHM
MHory ckano. Bo ungyctpucka 3o0Ha e. Ke ro pewasam npo6nemot
Ha npuMUTMBEH HaumH. Ke noynam cam pa ro pywam objektor. Tn ke
Guel 10 MeHe W BO C/lyyaj HEKOj fia Me HanagHe, TM UTHO Ke ce jaBuLy

One day a woman came to my site. I was selling some frames
and other handiwork, when she asked how much a sculpture was.

- “Where are you from?” I asked. “What do you do?”

-“T work in the “Gazi Baba” Municipality office”, she
said.

That was the municipality where my file was submitted. She
took the sculpture.

- “How much is it?”

- “You needn’t pay a thing!” I said.

She didn't agree.

- “You either take the sculpture for free or I'm not selling it
to you.”

She took it and said:

- “Listen child, I have something to tell you but you'd better
keep it a secret. Don't tell anyone because I can lose my job.”

- “0k, I agree!”

- “You have a file for denationalization. It is in a drawer. It's
been kept there and hasn't even been looked at. The big boss had
hired the daughter of the head chief of staff and told her to keep
it in the drawer.

I did what I could, but the file was still in the drawer after al-
most six months. One day at the cemetery, one year from the death
of my father-in-law, I saw a familiar woman in the crowd whom I
had seen in the Municipality office. We recognized each other. I
found out that she had known me since I was a little boy. A friend
of mine from the childhood who died was her grandson. She asked
me what was going on with my case...

Thus, with a lot of problems, my file was finally in process
after two years. I was checking the site all the time because a lot
of other people’s properties were at risk by the illegal buildings of
powerful people.

One day, coming back from a business trip, I saw a crowd on my
father-in-law’s property. What I saw was quite a sight - construc-
tion in progress! Fifteen workers had started a new building. I was
very angry and started yelling:

-“Cease work! Have you got any idea whose site you are
building on?”

They continued working without a word.

-“Who's your superior?

They were working and didn’t pay any attention to me. Some-
body had obviously taught them very well how to behave. I went
straight to the police. The chief knew me very well because of
the image I had created with the boutique. I was also working on
interiors for the rich, so I was quite popular in the city. The chief
of police told me:

- “Zoki, I can send some men there but I have no right to stop
the work. The construction inspection is authorized to do that.
To gain time, I can send some men to check their IDs. If they get
scared, they'll stop working. Otherwise, if the man behind all this
knows that I don’t have the right to do that, he will tell them to
continue working. Meanwhile, you'd better go to the construction
inspection.”

And so it happened. The police identified them. They got
scared for the moment and stopped working. But the next day they
carried on with the work again. I explained the whole situation to
the construction inspection. Since they knew me, I got a warrant
for demolition of the object within three days and they also issued
an order for cessation of the work. They couldn’t believe how some
people could entitle themselves to a prerogative like that. In the
western countries they haven't even heard of the word illegal build-
ing. In our country, not only do they build forcefully, they even
manage to legalize the objects.

The law, which enables them to do so, reads:

‘After the construction of the object has been finished, the
owner of the object automatically becomes the owner of the land,
i.e. in a court procedure, the land would belong to the party that
had built the object’.

Thus, if the object has not been demolished during construc-
tion, nothing can be done afterwards. The law that was on your
side yesterday has changed into a law against you. After that the
building owner would buy up the land legally at a state price, about
thirty to forty times less than the market price. Perhaps that's why
the person that was constructing on my land could manage to ac-
quire someone else’s property with schemes like this.

I promised my father-in-law that I would get my land back, so



Bo lMonuumjata 3a nomou.

OtugoBme Ha camoTo Mecto. M3neros op Konata, 3e70B efHa
OrpoMHa rpefa, OKONy MeT-WecT MeTpU, ja CTaBMB Ha paMo U MOYHAB
4a ro pywam objektot. buaejku Gele npeceH LEMEHTOT, CO fiBa yaapa
nagHaa fga suaa. HactaHa naHuka. [lojae rnaBHUOT HaJ30pHUK Ha 06-
JEKTOT 1 MU peve:

- [leuko, rnepam aeka e HanpaBeHa HeKakBa HenpasAaa. Tu BekaBam
[eKa oBfle HeMa [ia rpafiam noBeKe co MouTe Nyfe, lypy T He ce BUAML
O rasgara Ha objeKTor.

Cu nomucnue, ycneas! Cera Ke mopa aa fojae! Mo Hekonky yaca
A0jfe rocnofyHOT, Mo3HaTa IMYHOCT BO rpafoT. JINYHO He ro nosHa-
BaB. Ce npeTcTaBu fieKa T0j € OHOj WTo rpagu. Me nokaHu ga cegHeme
Ja pasrosapame.

Mu peuye: 3owTo, fileYKO, T Baka NPUMUTUBHO HacTanysaw. Tu cu
rpagcko pete. bugu kyntypen!

[la, jac cym rpapcko geTe, Ho, NoOpaayn BakeM Kako Tebe, MOpae Aa
nagHam MHOTY HUCKO 3a fia Te BUAaM Koj cu.

My rv U3BagMB CuUTe JOKYMEHTM WTO MU Gea CnpeMeHu 3a HEero u
My 06jacHUB [ieKa Toj MMOT € Hall W CaMo Hall, U ieKa HUKaBa [MBO-
rpaz6a Hema a J03B0NaM BO MOETO MECTO.

- EBe T v oBMe BOKYMEHTH, Aaj My 'Y Ha TBOjOT afABOKAT M Npec-
TaHU CO rpapereTo!

Mu BeTM peka JpyruoT AeH Ke MW M BpaTM [OKYMEHTUTE
notnuwanu. Ho mucnute gojoe? He. A 3Haelwwe feka Hema npaso. He-
rouTe nyfe NpogoKuja aa rpapar.

Ha cnegHuoT eH Mu ce jaBu Ha TenetoH CONCTBEHUKOT Ha dup-
MaTa WTo rpageue. Toa Gelwe UCTUOT OHOj YOBEK, KOJLITO NeXelle BO
3aTBOP HEKO/IKY NaTh, Ha KOjWTO My ja npaBeB KyKaTa, a nocne He
cakawe fa mMu nnatv. EgeH fieH otMaoB co mouTe nyfe Kaj Hero u no
[O/Ira pacnpasuja, peuncy co Cuna, My rv 3e[oBMe NapuTe WTO MU Bea
KpBaBo 3apaboTeHu. Kora ro BU0B, M1 ce cTeMHU Npef ouunte. Of Kage
cera nak 1oj Tun? Koj Ke ce pacnpasa co Hero?

- 30WTO rpaguL Ha AMBO? - rO NpaLas.

- MeHe Toa He Me MHTEpecupa - MW oaroBopu. Jac pabortam 3a
napu.

Ce BMewwaa Apyrv ABe MOMYUHbA 04 HEroBoTo obe3benysarbe. Ea-
HMOT MU peve:

- [leuko, fa He ce pacnpaBame MHory. AKO ylTe efHal rv cTonu-
paw paboTHMUMTE Aa rpafaT, Ke TM M UCKpLIMME BUMLUTE.

Wto me 3annawysate? - npawas. LUTto 6u HanpaBune Bue Kora
HeKoj Ke flojoe v Ke noyHe aa rpaam Bo Bawwuot ggop.

Bu ro y6une mu ogrosopuja.

3Haum wro Tpeba aa ctopam jac? [la se youjam?

He 360pu, 6e, MHory. Pewu cu ro npo6AEMOT HU3 UHCTUTYLUUTE!
Huve jageme ne6 op T0j YoBek.

l'o npawas concTBeHUKOT Ha lpapexHaTa dupma:

- Kaj T bea oBue Kora HM TV [aBalle NapuTe WTO HU W
nponxelwe?

Toj monyelwe, a jac ro Kaxae NocnegHuoT 360p.

- [lo6po, 0fam BO UHCTUTYLMUTE.

MHory no6po 3Haes Kakea 6opba Me yeka. 3atoa i ce jaBuB Ha
)KEHA MW U CO MUPEH TOH W PEKOB:

- OTcera HMaTamy He npallyBaj Me Kafie CyM W LITO CyM, UMaM TellKa
3ajaya 1 Mopam [a ja 3aBpluam.

BaxHo belwe geka [o3HaB Koj e [paguTenorT, kako u gupmara wro
v u3BepyBa pabotute Ha o6jekToT. Ycneas Aa ja fo6ujam 1 fo3sonata
3a pywetbe. Ho Taa bewe HeBanupHa, Tpebale nuyHo pagutenot aa
ja motnuwe. KypupoT He ro Hajae, u, Taka Toj KynyBalle Bpeme fia ro
u3rpagy objekTot. Kako nocnegmua Ha 103, jac He cnues co Hoku. Ce
BPTEB, CE CYKaB KaKo Aa A0jAam Ao npaspata.

Moj nuueH npujaten Gelwe efeH of NpeTcefaTeNuTe Ha CyA0BUTE
Bo MakepoHuja, HO BO apyr rpag. My ce jaBuB Ha TenedoH u ce coc-
TaHaB IMYHO O Hero. My ro o6jacHysas npoGnemMoT u nobapas nomoL
o4 Hero. Toj me nocoBeTyga:

- 30KkM, UMa HauMH Kako fo3BonaTta Aa CTaHe BanupHa. Mopa
A3 OAMW Kaj npetcepatenot Ha cypot Bo Ckonje 3a Aa ce notnuwe

I could not let this injustice happen at any cost. Since the war-
rant for demolition was issued, it turned out to be invalid. It was
supposed to be accepted and signed by the builder, too. But how
was I to find out who that builder was. The police had a stand that
I had to find out who the builder was. It took me a lot of time. I
followed the workers and noticed that they were coming out of a
factory next to our property. I went there and told them:
-“Your people are building on my property.”

They told me to go away because trespassing was forbidden. I
gave it a lot of thought.

My intuition told me that I had to confront them in a very prim-
itive way in order to make the builder show up. If not, we would
have to deal with the police. The police would come and identify us
both. I went home, took my wife with me and told her:

- “Listen, there is no way I can find out who is building on our
property. If we let the object be built, we will lose our property,
which can cost us a lot. It's in the industrial zone. I will deal with
this in a primitive way. I'll start demolishing the object myself.
You'll stand beside me and in case someone attacks me, you will
call the police immediately.”

We went to the site. I got out of the car and took a large beam,
about five or six meters long. I put it on my shoulder and started
demolishing. The concrete was fresh, so I managed to demolish
two walls with one stroke. It was panic all around. The head super-
visor of the object came to me and said:

- “Look fellow, I can see some injustice has been done to you.
I promise I will not build here with my men until you don’t see
our boss.”

I thought I had made it. Now he would have to come. After a
few hours the gentleman came. He was a well-known person in the
city. I didn't know him in person.

He introduced himself saying that he was the party building
the object. He invited me to have a sit and talk. He said:

- “Why have you been acting so primitively? You are a city guy,
be civilized!”

-“Yes I'm a city guy but because of people like yourself, I
had to play low just to see who you are.”

I showed him all the documents that I had prepared for him,
told him that the property belonged only to us, and that I would
never allow for any illegal building to be constructed there. So I
said:

- “Here are the documents. Take them, give them to your law-
yer and stop building!”

He promised that I could come back for the signed documents
the next day. Do you think he came? No, he didn’t. He knew he was
wrong. His people went on with the work.

The next day, the owner of the construction company building
the object called me on the phone. That was the same guy who had
been doing time in jail several times before. I was working on his
house once and he wouldn’t pay me for that. My men and I went to
his place one day and, after a long fight, we almost forcefully took
the money that I had earned with my hard work.

When I saw him I started seeing red. Where the hell did he turn
up from? Who is going to deal with him again?

- “Why have you been building illegally?” I asked.

- “I don't care about that. I work for money.”

Two guys from his security came to me. One of them said:

- “Listen, fellow, let's not argue about this any more. If you
stop our workers again we will break your jaws.”

- “Are you threatening me?” I asked. “What would you do if
someone came and started building in your yard?”

- “We would kill him!” they replied.

- “So what should I do? Kill you?”

-“Don’t talk too much. Settle your problem institutionally.
We earn our living from that man.”

I asked the owner of the construction company:

- “Where were these guys when you were giving us back the
money you owed?”

He didn’t say anything so I said my final word:

- “All right, I'm going to take it to the institutions.”

I knew very well what kind of a struggle I could expect. So I
called my wife and said with a calm voice:

- “From now on don't ask me where I am. I have a tough chore
that I have to do.”

It was important that I found out who the builder was and the



Toj MyHo. Jac Ke My ce jaBaMm U pabotaTta Ke Guae 3aBplueHa, a T
NPOJOMIKM NOHaTamy.

0TKaKo ro UMae BaNULHMOT JOKYMEHT BO paka, NOTNULIAH Of npeT-
CefaTeNnoT Ha CYAOT, OTUAOB Kaj MaBHMOT MHCMEKTOP 3a pyletse. cTo
Taka fobpo ro nozHaeas. My ro oGjacHuB LeNNOT Cilyyaj.

Toj mu peye:

- OBpeka ce paboTu 3a NpeMHory cuneH Yosek. Mopam fa gobujam
BM3a og MuHucreport.

A Ha TOrawHWOT MUHUCTEP jac My M npases KaHuenapuute. Oc-
TaBUB ro/ieM BMeyaTok U c1 06e36eAnB MecTo aKo 3aTpeba - 3a He Aaj,
6oxe, ge! M Toj Bewe KOHCYNTUpaH 0 CTPaHa Ha rMaBHUOT UHCNEKTOP
¥ [03BO/M A C€ pyluu 06jeKToT.

Cera Tpefalwe Aa ce foHece ywTe noiuuujaTa Ha caMmoTo MecTo
Kora Ke ce pywu. U Bo Monuuujata nMaB aHraxupaHo npujatenu, Ha
KOW CyM WM MOMaran BO JXWBOTOT. Taka LITO M NOCAeAHaTa anka ja
noBp3aB BO CMHLMPOT. Tpebalue camo Aa ce jasat Kora foarar u ja ro
cpywar objexTor.

Bo mefyBpeMe, Ha Ba MeceLy Npej fia ce Cyyu 0Ba, 6eB NOBUKaAH
Of, pPOAHMHA Ha [papuTenoT 3a fa My U3BeayBaM UHTEPUEP BO XOTeN.
My KaxaB fieka MMam npobeMu CO HEroBUOT POJHMHA U He MOXKaM fia
My pa6otam. Toj MHCUCTMpaLLE Ha cOpaboTKa U MU Nopaya:

- He Melwaj GU3HMC 1 NpuUBaTEH XMBOT.

Ce poroBopvBMe fa My NOArOTBaM Matepujan 3a xotenot. Hajmus
nyfe U T opraHu3upas Bo Tpu cMeHU. PaboTea fierbe-HoKe U MaTepu-
janort Gewe cnpemeH. Mpef fa NOYHaM CO pyLIEHETO OTUAO0B Kaj CONCT-
BEHMKOT Ha XOTENOT CO M06a Aa My KaxKe Ha CBOjOT POAHMHA fia MU ce
jaBu no TenedoH 3a ga My ro niatam AUBOU3rpageHUoT 00jeKT, TONKY
KOJIKY WTO ro YuHeno Hero. He cakas fa cu co3gaBam Henpujatenu.
NcToBpemeHo bewe U wTeTa Aa ce pywu T0j objekTt. ConcTBEHMKOT Ha
XOTEJIOT MU Ce NOTCMEBHA LUHWYKM:

- Ceau Ge, MUpeH, 3Haeww N1 Koro ke pywmw?

- Te monam Kaxu My, cepnmo3sHo T1 Benam, ke Be pywam.

- He me uHTEpecupa - Mu peye v cu 3aMUHa.

O6jekToT Gewe Bo nocnefHa ¢asa, Hebape npepn BcenyBame. 3a
MasiKy MO3}ea f1a BNie3aT BO HEro MalofIeTHU Aela (ywTe efHa Aynka Bo
3akoHoT). Bo Toj cnyyaj u co cymckata noctanka He Ke Moxelle fia ce
CpyLuM 06jeKTOT AOfEKA HE Ce UcenaT ManoneTHULMTe. 3Hauu, 06jeKToT
Ke Gelue NpUCBOEH of, CTpaHa Ha He3akoHCKUOT paguTen. Bo oBoj mo-
MeHT 3aKoHOT Gelle Ha Hawa cTpaHa. He HW npeTnocTaByBas Aeka Ke
A0jnam BO Takea CUTyaLMja ;a MOpaM fia HanpasaMm LTeTa Ha Apyr.

YTpeneHTa Ha pylwereTo [ojAe noauumjata M YOBEKOT, KOjWTo
Gelle 3a/l0/KeH ia PyLIK, IMYEH MOj NpujaTesn, KoMy NoCeGHO Cym My
Hanpasun gobpo.

Mu ce jaBu Ha TenedoH 1 Me npaLa:

- Konky pa ro cpywam?

My pekoB MHOTY MasnKy, cCamo Bo CTo160BuUTE, MOXeOM Ke ycneeme
Ja Ce OroBOpUMeE.

[o6po - mu peyve.

Kora 3anoyHano pywemeto of ob6e3benysarerto Ha lpagutenor,
ce obugene fa ce cnpotuscTasat. Toa 6une uctute nyre WTo He Me
nywraa fa Bne3am Ha umotor. OBoj nat nonuuujata pearnpana ocTpo
u ynoTpebuna neHppeuy 3a fia He ce Mewaar BO pylwerbeto. Wmano
CTpALUHM CLEHM CO 3aKaHU YnaTeHn KOH MeHe. YiuTe efHall NojAoB Kaj
popHuHaTa Ha paguTtenor.

- Cnywaj, feyko, TM HeMa Jia ro NpaBuMILI XOTeJOoT LWTO o JOrOB-
opuBMe - M1 peye. Koj T f03B0MM Aa ro cpywuw objexkToT?

- Jac 0jpoB Aa Te 3aMonam fia My Ce jaBull Ha TBOjOT POAHMHA U
Ja My Kael fieKka Cé ylTe CyM CpPeMeH fia My ro nnatam objekTor.
LUteTaTa MOXe fia ce nonpasu.

- He cakam fia pasroBapam - MM OfTOBPM - U cU 3aMuHa. He 3HaeB
wTo fa npasaMm. My ce jaBuB Ha rnaBHUOT MHcnekTop. My objacHus, a
TOj [ypM 1 Me ncKapa:

Tw cn HaBuCTUHA NyA! 3apem He CW CBeCeH WTO TU e HanpaBeHo?
Cakalw pa cnacyBall HeKoOj WTO TW Hanpasua nowo?

[pyruoT aeH pojoe 6yngoxep M ce 3aspwu paboTata, 06jeKToT
Gelle cpaMHeT co 3emjaTa.

name of the construction company. I managed to get the demolition
permit. But it was invalid because it had to be signed also by the
builder. The courier couldn’t find him, so he was buying time to finish
the object. Because of that I spent many sleepless nights. I was lying
restless in my bed, trying to think of a way to get justice served.

One of the Presidents of the Court, who came from another
city, was a personal friend of mine. I called him and we met in
person. I explained my problem and asked for help. He gave me
an advice:

- “Zoki, there is a way to make you permit valid. You have to go
see the President of the Court in Skopje. He will sign it personally. I
will call him and everything will be solved. After that you can go on.”

Having the valid document in my hands, signed by the President
of the Court, I went to the head inspector for demolition. I also knew
him very well so I told him about the whole case. He said:

-“We are dealing with a very powerful man here. I have to
get permission from the Minister.”

I was the one doing the interior of the offices for the current
Minister. I left a good impression and had a credit from him for
rainy days. He was also consulted by the head inspector and he
gave permission for the object to be demolished.

Now I only needed the police to come to the demolition site. I
also engaged some friends from the police, whom I had helped in
life. Thus, I put in the last piece of the puzzle. They only had to
call when they were coming to start the demolition.

In the meantime, about two months before this happened, a
relative of the builder called me to make the interior of a hotel for
him. I told him that I had problems with his relative and that I
could not do it. He insisted on cooperation and he told me:

- “Don’t mix business with your private life.”

We agreed that I would prepare material for the hotel. I hired
people and organized them in three shifts. They were working day
and night and the material was ready.

Before the demolition was started, I went to see the hotel
owner and asked him to have his relative call me. I wanted to pay
him for the illegal object as much as it had cost him. I didn't want
to make enemies and it was also a shame to demolish the object.
The hotel owner smiled at me cynically:

- “Hold your horses! Do you know whose object you are going
to demolish?”

- “Please tell him, I'm serious. I'm going to demolish it.”

- “I don't care”, he said and left.

The object was in a final stage, almost ready to be moved in.
With another hole in the law we could have minors move in if we
had waited for another day. In that case we couldn’t pull down the
object even by a court procedure before the minors had moved out.
Thus, the object would be adopted by the illegal builder. In that
moment the law was on our side. I couldn't imagine that I could
ever be put in a position to have to harm somebody.

The next day was the demolition day. The police came and
also the man who was in charge with the demolition. He was a
personal friend of mine, who was much obliged to me. He called
me on the phone and asked:

- “How much do you want me to demolish?”

- “Very little”, I said. “Only the pillars. Maybe we can come to
some sort of a compromise.”

- “All right”, he said.

When the demolition had begun the builder’s security had
tried to resist. Those were the guys who didn’t want to let me on
my property. This time the police had reacted very harshly and
had used the bats to keep them from interfering with the demoli-
tion. There had been brutal scenes and threats pointed toward
me. I went to the builder’s relative again.

- “Listen fellow, you are not going to build the hotel as we
agreed”, he said. “Who has allowed you to demolish that object?”
- “I came to ask you to call your relative and tell him that
I'm ready to pay him for the object. The damage can still be re-

paired.”

- “I don’t want to talk about it”, he said and left.

I didn’t know what to do. I called the head inspector. I told
him what had happened and he said:

- “You are really crazy! Don't you even think about what was
done to you? You want to save somebody who did you wrong?”

The bulldozer came the next day and the operation was fin-
ished; everything had been turned into ruins.



Ha kpajot ce npawysas:

- Llito po6ue op ceBo oBa? - Henpujaten, nsrybeHu Hepsw, U3rybeHo
BpeMe, HanpaBeHa LTeTa. Ha nnauoT umMalle ABaeceT KaMUOHM FyGpe...

A wTo N1 Ke ce cnyyelle ako rv Hemas cuTe oBue nyre? Bo 6uBlaTta
COPJ 3akoHOT ru wTuTewe nyfeto. Bo HOBaTa femokpaTuja ywTe He
(YHKLMOHMPAAT 3aKOHUTE 3a 06UYHUTE CMPTHULM. OBa pa3MUC/yBarbe
Gelle efHa 04 NpUYMHUTE MOJOLHA KOTa ro rpajeB MOETO XUBOTHO
geno - KykaTa Ha 6eckoHeYHoCTa - Aa ro co3fafam 6ankoHoT Ha Anek-
CaHAap 4uu Korja rv Hacoums koH CobpaHueTo 1 BnacTa.

NmaB v gpyra ronema 6uUTKa CO HOBOKOMMOHMPAH MOKHUK Ha fe-
Mokpatujata. Ce paboTelle 3a efHa IMYHOCT Ha KojawwTo Tpebale fa
u3BeayBaM noBeke MHTepUepu (BHATPELHO ypeayBakbe Ha [OMOT).
MoKHMKOT Me NoBMKa fia My U3paboTam UHTepUep, BeNejKu M1 ieKa ako
My ce fonagHe U3paboTkarta ke uma MHory pabota 3a meHe. [o6us UH-
opmaumja of npujaTenoT Bo NoauuMjaTa AeKa TOj peunucu He nnakan
HUKOraL 3a u3BplIeHu yciyru. Mopas aa ja npudaram paboTata 3atoa
wro Mu Tpebaa napy 3a MoeTo aBTOpcKo Aeno. Ke 6uaam sHuUMaTeneH
- cu nomucaus. [len no gen Ke My rv 3emam napute. Taka My ro uspa6o-
TWB HajnpBo KaMuMHOT. belwe BooaywweBeH co 36opoBuTe:

- OBa e HewTo MMNO3aHTHO, NPOAOIKM NOHaTamy!

- Mnatete mMu NpBo, Na Ke pabotam Ha BTOPMOT fen.

Toa 6ea BM36M 3a BUHO. M0 TpU Heflenu, OTKAKO Ce YBepU JieKa He
NpoJO/IKYBaM CO paboTara, MM ro ucnnatu KamuHot. Mpogomkue co
BU36uTe. Kora rv 3aBpLuuB NOBTOPHO Me notanu:

- HaBuctvHa umaw jaku ngeu. Jac cym BoogylueseH. Mpogomxu no-
HaTamy.

Mo HeKoNKy Hepenu Mu ce jaBu Ha TeneqoHoT:

- 30WTO He C1 NPOAOMKUA fia PaboTULW Ha KyjHaTa?

- MnateTe MU 1 NpBUH BU36UTE - My PEKOB - KaKO LITO Ce JOrOB-
opuBMme.

[lo6us notpgeH ogrosop. OTKaKo MW NnaTu, NPOAJIKUB CO KyjHa-
Ta. U cé Taka. EpeH peH mu peye:

- Moxelww N1 HewTo A3 M3paboTuw Bo CTUN Ha Anabopes. My pekos:

- Cé wTo cakaTte, rocnofuHe, ako He BM ce gonara He Mopa Aa
nnatute.

[ 3e[0B OCHOBHUTE [MMEH3UW: BUCUHA, WWPUHA U AOMKMHA
O/, OCHOBHMOT €NeMeHT LWTO HefoCcTacyBalle BO HErOBUOT CO FOAWUHU
paboTeH eHTepuep 04 Hajronemu MajcTopu. [iBaeceT paboTHMLM, NOA
MOj HaA30p M CO Moja WKona, paboTeBMe Aere-HOKE BO TPU CMEHMW.
o0 HanpaBuB OHa WTO ro 3amucame. [0 JOHECOB MOKHMKOT Aa ro BUAM
MoeTo u3paboTeHo pemek aeno. Ce Boopywesn. BegHaw u3sagu napu
o Le6oT, r1 noyecTn paboTHULMUTE U UM peye:

- llojpeTe yTpe, MOHTUPAjTe o BefHaL!

HerosuoT wroc He nanewe Kaj MmeHe. My pekoB fieka Mopa NpBUH
Aa nnatu, na notoa Ke ce MoHTMpa. PabortaTta Ha aBaecetTe syfe o
BrpafieHUTe MaTepujany YnHea OKONY OCYMAECET HACcTo Of TpoLoLuTe
WTO MOpaB Aa ru nokpujam, a ro duHacupas cam. bes curypeH Bo
cebecu ieka Ke ro 13paboTam OHaKa Kako WTO ro 3amuciyBsas. [loMuH-
aa HeKONKY A€HOBW, MOKHWKOT MU ce jaBK Ha TeneoH 1 Me NoKaHu Aa
nojaam Bo HeroaTa KaHLenapuja. MoyHa fa BKUKa 30WTO yWTE He CyM
ro MOHTUpan enemeHTOT. My peKkoB Aeka MOpa Aa NnaTv BO CMPOTUBHO
anabope3oT ocTaHyBa 3a MeHe. Toraw it Ce jaBu Ha CeKpeTapKaTa 1 Taa
HoHece napu. Kora mu rv gaBawe napute Mu peve:

- Ke Buauw co Koro umaw T pabota?! Konune HuegHo!...

l'0 NpekMHaB Bo HeroeumoT bec:

- Noneka! Ako He cakaw He Mopal A3 ro Kynuil 1 Aa ro naatui.
Cakam YyecHa v yucra pabora.

- A He, Toa e 3a MeHe, MK ce fonara, yTpe Aa ro MoHTMpare!

Taka me ucnnatu. CnefHMOT fieH 3aefHO CO OCYMMMWHA ayfe Len
[eH, o cabajne 40 Beyep, r0 MOHTUPAB YHUKATHUOT enemMeHT. Bo Le-
JIMOT UHTepuep ce BKnonu (eHomeHanHo. bes nM4HO MHoOry 3agoBo-
NleH. He nOMMHaA HM NOMI0BUHA Yac MO MOHTAXaTa HEKOj MU Ce jaBu Ha
TenedoH. Mu ce obpaTtu Ha MojoT Hagumak - Poyep, WwTo ro fobue no
MMEeTO Ha MojoT GYTHK LITO ro ApeB BO [PafCKMOT TProBCKYM LieHTap:

- Ano, Polep, BegHal aa ru Bpatuw napute 3a gnabopesor!

He ce 36yHuMB 1 My 04roBOpUB:

In the end I ended up wandering:

- “What have I gained by all this? - An enemy, lost nerves,
wasted time and also damage.

There were twenty trucks of garbage on the site...

And what would have happened if I hadn’t had all those men?

In the ex SFRY, the law used to protect people. In the new
democracy, the law was still not functioning for the benefit of
common people. This attitude was one of the motives for me
later, when I was building my lifetime work - “The house of eter-
nity” - to create the balcony of Alexander with his spears pointed
to the Parliament and to the government.

I also had another battle with a newly created powerful per-
son, who had raised from the new democracy. I was supposed to
perform some interior designs for him. The tycoon called me to
make an interior for him and said that if he liked it, there would
be a lot of work for me. From a friend I had in the police I got the
information that he had almost never paid for the services. I still
had to take the job because I needed the money for my lifetime
piece of work. I'll be extremely cautious, I thought. I would take
the money from him in parts. First I built the fireplace. He was
delighted and said:

- “This is very impressive, go on!”

- “Pay me first and than I'll start to build the second part.”

Those were some vine cellars. After three weeks, when he
made sure that I wasn’t going to continue with the work, he paid
me for the fireplace. I went on with the works for the vine cellars.
When I was finished, he only had words of praise for me again:

-“You really have great ideas. I'm very pleased. Go on.”

After a few weeks he called me on the phone and asked:

- “Why haven’t you continued working on the kitchen?”

- “Pay me first for the cellars, as we agreed”, I replied.

I received an affirmative answer. Since he paid me, I contin-
ued with the kitchen. And so on.

One day he said:

- “Can you make something that would look like woodcarv-
ing?”

I said:

- “I can do anything you want, sir. If you don't like it, you
don’t have to pay for it.”

I took the basic dimensions: height, length and width of the
basic element that was missing in his interior, which had been
made by the greatest craftsmen for years. Twenty workers, under
my supervision and with my instructions, were working day and
night in three shifts. I made what I had visualized. I brought
the tycoon to see my work of art. He was very delighted. He
took the money out of his pocket, treated the workers and told
them:

- “Come tomorrow and assemble it at once!”

But he could not fool me. I told him that he had to pay first
and then we were going to set it up. The work of twenty people
with the material was worth about eighty percent of the expenses
I had to cover, and I financed it myself. I was sure that I was go-
ing to make it just like I had imagined. A few days went by, when
the tycoon called me and invited me to his office. He started yell-
ing at me why the element hadn’t been set up yet. I told him that
he had to pay first or I would keep the woodcarving for myself.
Then he called his secretary and she brought the money. When
he paid me he said:

-“You'll see who are you dealing with! You bastard!”

I interrupted him in his anger.

- “Calm down! If you don’t want it, you don’t have to buy it.
I like to keep things crystal-clear and honest when it comes to
business.”

-“0Oh, no! That's for me. I like it. I want it assembled
tomorrow!”

So he paid me. The next day, eight people and myself had
been assembling the unique element the whole day. It fitted into
the interior perfectly. I was personally very pleased.

Some half an hour after we had finished setting it up, some-
body called me on the phone. He called me by my nickname -
Roger. I got that nickname from the name of the boutique I had
in the Central Shopping Mall.

- “Hello Roger, give back the money for the woodcarving at
once!”

I wasn’t confused so I answered:



- Hema npo6nem, camo Kaxu MW Kaj cu W Kafie fia T 1 JoHecaMm
napute, buaejkn moxam 6p3o ga rv notpowam!  YueHysauyor  of
ApyraTa CTpaHa Ha cnylwankara ce 36yHu 1 ro ucknyuu Tenedotor. Mo
MOJIOBMHA Yac Ce jaBM HEKOj COCEM ApYT rac Benejku Mu:

- Hue ce nosHaBame. [iaj pa ce BuauMe, fa ro pacyuctume npob-
N1eMOT CO MOKHUKOT.

- Mucnam peka Hema npobnem. Hekoj usrnega usmuciysa npo6-
nem.

Toraw Heno3HatuoT ce npetctasu. Ce no3Hasasme. [loroBopoT HU
Gewe aa ce Buaume Ha Kade. Ha cpepbata My objacHuB wro 6uno fo-
rOBOPEHO M MCNOAHETO Mefy MeHe U MOKHWUKOT. YOBEKOT MW npu3Ha
[EKa CyM npag, HO, UaKO CyM NpaB Me 3aMoJIM Taa Bevep Aa ce BUAUME BO
KaHLenapujata Ha MOKHMKOT. [0 noBWKaB MOjoT Wocep 1 MOjoT rnaBeH
BpaboTeH 3a fla He 0JaM CaM, a M Aa MOJKAT Aa ja NoTBPAAT BUCTUHATA.
Kora BneroBme BO KaHLienapujata MOKHUKOT LLMHUYHO Me npaLla:

- Buge nu cera co koro umaw pa6ora?

Bo kaHuenapujata 6ea okony feceTMuHa nyfe of HEeroeoTo obes-
GepyBatbe, HMe TpojuaTa M MOKHUMKOT. belwe aBa yacot HoKTa. be3 pa
YYBCTBYBaM CTPaB Ce CBPTEB KOH MOKHUKOT:

- Bpatu mMu ro gnabopesort u Ke ru gobuew napute Hasag!

- He u gnabopesot e Moj u napute Ke mu ru Bpatuw! Jogeka ce
pacnpaBaBme, efieH of, NpucyTHuTe u3Bagu nuwron. Cakawe ga me
ynnawu. Ho BepHaw ro Bpatu Hasap. lo HenornyHata puckycuja
TMaBHUOT 0 HEroBoTo oGe3benyBarbe, U3HeHafeH of 6Gaparbata Ha
MOKHMKOT, npeceye:

- Winu napute unu gnabopesot. Heka cu ogu Poyep!

- [a, nywrTete ro, 3aToa wTo e Poyep! - n3HepBMpaHo pearnpawe
MOKHMKOT. [MoToa fojae fo MeHe, Me NAyKHa B nLe, 3aKaHyBajku ce
Jeka Ke Mu npatv nyfe ga Me NMKBUAMPAAT.

- Ke ce Bupume yTpe! OBa Hema Taka fia 3aBpluy. - My ce 06paTus
Ha rNaBHMOT 0of 06e30edyBarbeTo. 3aMUHAB M HUKO] He JO3Ha fieka
CMOT PasroBop ro UMaB CHUMEHO Ha MojoT aukTadoH. Lienata moja
tamunuja bewe Bo3HEMUpeHA. YTpefeHTa Cy4yajoT ro npujasue BO
nonuumjata. KomaHAMpoOT Ha NoanuUMCcKaTa CTaHULA MU peye:

- Tv peKoB nu a He paboTuwW co Hero? YMETHUKOT, WTO My o U3-
paboTu NocnegHUOT UHTEpUEp, yMpe of Maka. He moxewe fa cu v
HannaTv napuTe 3a cBojata pabora.

- [la, Ho 0BOj cnyyaj He e mct. Jac ru HannatuB mowuTe napu. U
NpBraT AOXWBEAB HEKOj fia MW r1 6apa napuTe Ha3ag co 3aKaHU.

MoKHuKoT Gelwe foHeceH Bo monuuujata. [o u3BecTuja Aeka vma
npujaBa NpoTuB Hero co 6aparbe 0f OLWITETEHUOT fia He Ce MyluTa 6e3 He-
roea f1o3sona. [lojae 1 eaeH Moj npujaten og [ipasHarta 6e36eaHoct. Me
Morielle ia My ja nyLITUMe npujaBaTa, BeiejKu AeKa uMa MoK BeAHal Aa ro
3arBopart MOKHMKOT. He ro npudatus Heroeuot npegor. NHcuctupas:

- Mpujasata ga cepu Bo cuoka. Camo Bo cnyyaj ga Mu ce ciyyu
HewWTo Toraw Taa fia Ce aKTMBMpa.

Taka ce 3aBpwy M 0BOj cayyaj. OTnocne MOKHMKOT MU ce
W3BMHyBalle U Me Monelle Aa My paboTaMm 1 noHaTamy.

He pabotam noseKe - My pekoB - ro paboTam MOeTO aBTOPCKO fef0.
CakaB fia My nokaxam [ileka caMmo CO napu He Ce MOCTUrHyBa 3aji0-
BO/CTBO Ha Aywara. 3a fobpu 1 ronemu aena notpeGHo e U Jby6oB,
YOBEYHOCT, MMPOJbYBUBOCT, 106043, KPEATUBHOCT.......

-“No problem, just tell me where you are and where I
should bring the money, because I can spend them very
quickly!”

The blackmailer from the other side of the line got confused
and he put down the phone. After half an hour, another guy
called me. He said:

- “We know each other; let's meet to settle the problem you
have with the boss.”

-“I don’t think there is a problem. It appears that some-
one is imagining it.”

Then he introduced himself. We really knew each other. We
agreed to meet later for a cup of coffee. Then I explained to him
what was agreed between me and the boss. The guy admitted
that I was right, but nevertheless he still wanted me to meet him
again that night at the boss’s office. I didn't want to go alone so
I took my driver and my head employee with me that night. They
were also there to confirm the truth. When we got in the office,
the tycoon asked me cynically:

- “Do you see now who you've been dealing with?”

There were about ten people from his security in the office,
the three of us and ‘the boss’.

It was 2 a.m. Without any fear I turned to him:

- “Give me back my carving and you’ll get your money back!”

- “No. The carving is mine and you'll also give me my money
back!”

While we were arguing, one of his men pulled out a gun. He
wanted to scare me. But he put it back at once. After the illogi-
cal discussion, the chief of his security, surprised by his boss’s
requests, interrupted us:

- “Either the carving or the money. Let Roger go!”

- “Yes, let him go, because he is Roger!” the tycoon reacted
nervously. Then he came to me and spit in my face, threatening
that he would have me killed.

-“T'll see you tomorrow! This will not end like this”, I
said to the head of the security on my way out.

I left and nobody found out that I was taping the whole con-
versation on my Dictaphone. My whole family was upset. The next
day I reported everything to the police. The commander of the
police station told me:

- “Didn’t I tell you not to work with him? The artist that made
the last interior for him couldn’t get the money for his work.”

- “Yes, but this case is not the same. I got my money. How-
ever, this is the first time I've ever seen someone ask for his
money back by using threats.”

The tycoon was taken to the police station. He was told that
there was a warrant for him with a demand from the damaged
party not to set him free without his permission. A friend of mine
from State security came also. He literally begged me to give him
the warrant, saying that he had the power to put ‘the boss’ in jail
at once. I didn’t accept his offer. I insisted:

- “Keep this warrant in a drawer. You can activate it only in
case something happens to me.”

That's how this case was over. The tycoon called me later to
say he was sorry and that he wanted me to work for him again.

-“I don’t work any more”, I said. “I'm working only on my
own piece of work.”

I wanted to show him that money couldn’t buy happiness of
the soul. To create good and great works, you also need love,
humanity, peace-lovingness, freedom, creativity...

(Footnotes)

* Mery Cetinic was a very famous Croatian singer in ex
Yugoslavia

* Pula is a town on the Adriatic Sea in today’s Republic
of Croatia

* All communication in the former Yugoslavian army
was in Serbo-Croatian; as there were six different nations,
the Serbo-Croatian was considered the official language

* Maki is a nickname which I got as an abbreviation from
Macedonian
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